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CHAPTER X.

THE BAR.

Ls SALLE Oounty LawyeErs.—A LoNe axp HoNorasLr Rorp
LAWYERS THAT Have Diep or ReEMovED. —-—OTTAWA.—STREAT.OR

__La SALLE AND Prru.—MENDOTA.—MARSEILLES.—SENECA. —
EARLVILLE.—-SHERIDAN.—.-TONICA.

La Salle County has a barof more than average ability. Its size
wealth and number of large towns have combined to render it ar’1
attractive field. Ottawa has been for a third of a century the
location of the Supreme Court of Illinois, Northern Grand Divis-
jon, and the Appellate, Circuit, County and Probate Courts render
Ottawa a busy place for attorneys and all who have use for their
services. In the past her lawyers have been foremost among her
honored citizens. Although the record contains no long array of
distinguished names, yet every one familiar with the county knows
that the members of the La Salle County bar have ‘maintained an
excellent reputation for character, honesty and diligence in business.
In this chapter it has been the -endeavor of the writer to include
the name of every lawyer of prominence that ever resided in the
county, together with biographical sketches, when it was possible
to procure themn, of all who, from long residence or conspicuous
ability, might justly be considered as entitled to such mention. Oof
course the larger share have resided at |

OTTAWA.

It is said thatthe first practitioner here was a yourg man named

George W. Forsythe, who came from Burlington County, N. J., 10
1834. He soon went South, and nothing is known of his subse-
quent history. Lorenzo Leland, whose sketch is given below, W88
the second. Shortly after, in 1835, came Seth B. Farwell and
ﬁg;mog: Slflnith. The former was first fmtm Newfioik,ﬁbr:z S
io here. He was prosecuting attorney 3

afterward became a judge i]I)] Californgia. Smith came from Neﬁﬁ

ork, also was here three or four years as 8 partner of Farwel,
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then went South. He acted.as loan agent folr the State Bank.
Thus it would seem that the first few lawyers did not thrive iy thig
place. Shortly after their departn.re sever'a] attorneys located herg
who beeame afterward prominent in the history of the county, ang
from thence forward there has been no dearth of legal talent at
Ottawa.

Lorenzo LELAND was the second lawyer to locate in Ottaws, anq
is one of the best remembered figures in the history of the La Sajje
County bar. He was born at Grafton, Mass., Sept.27, 18183. After
passing through the excellent common schools of his native village
he entered Andover College, and having graduated, studied law.
He came to Illinois about 1835, stopping first for abont six monthg
at Peoria and then coming to Ottawa, where he opened an office
and entered upon the successful practice of his profession. In1837
he was married at Ottawa to Miss Burgit, daughter of Orville
Burgit, Esq., whom most of the older citizens remember as having
lived on the farm at present occupied by the county house. His
wife died in the spring of 1840, and in 1842 he was married to his
second wife, Miss Martha Holbrook, in Massachusetts. Mean-
while he had been appointed by Judge Ford as Clerk of the La
Salle County Cireuit Court, a position the duties of which he dis-
charged with such ma.rked' ability that when ten years later the
Supreme Court came to Ottawa he was appointed by the judges
Clerk of that court,.a posjtion to which he was afterward several
times re-elected, holding the office until 1867, when he . declined a
re-election. His second wife died about 1854, and two years later
he married the widow of Abraham Hoes, who died about ten years
later, and in 1867 he married the wife who survived him, Mrs.
Thompson, daughter of M. H. Prescott. He died Aug. 26, 1881,
and was buried two days later, from the Episcopal chureh, by the
Masonic fraternity, of which he was an old and honored member.

Few of Ottawa’s old citizens enjoyed a wider acquaintance than
Mr. Leland, or were so universally esteemed. It is doubtful
whether he had an enemy in the world. Always sober, temperate
and righteous in his living, in the course of his long official
career he naturally accumulated a handsome fortune, but he never
went outside of Ottawa to seek investments, his attachment to this
Place being singularly tenacious, and his readiness to take a part
in all projects for building up the town ever prompt and conspic-

uous._ Open-handed, big-hearted and benevolent in disposition and |
J practice, conspicususly. social, genial and kindly in nature, 2 [
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Jeasant companion and fast friend, his death created an unugyg]

void in the community.

Hon: T. LyLe Drokey was born Oct. 2, 1811, in Paris Bonrhion
Co., Ky. In 1826, at the age of fifteen Years, he er,ntered the
Ohio University, where he remained a close student for four years
He then entered the senior class of Miami University, and gi-ad-.
nated with honor from that institution in 1831. Dee. é, 1831, he

1834 he came to McDonough County, Ill., where he made the ac-

tions, which proved disastrous, owing to the panic of 1837, and
for many years afterward he was financially crippled by being re-

soon built up a large and lucrative practice as an attorney. He
remained in Ottawa in the peaceful pursuit of his profession until
1846, when the Mexican war occurred. He then raised a splendid
company of men from the city and surrounding country, of which
he was commissioned Captain, and which was afterward' at-
tached to the First Regiment Illinois Volunteers. He was obliged
to resign on account of ill health, and he returned home and re-
- sumed his practice of the law. He was elected a Judge of t.he
Circuit Court, which then comprised twelve counties, but after
four years of judicial service he resigned and f:gain resumed thg
Practice of an attorney. He came to Chicago 1n 1854 andD OPGT;‘I

8 law office, but continued his residence at Ottawa. On Deec. 31,

- 1855, -he had the misfortune to lose his wife, who died after alI:I ltlil‘
ness of several weeks. It was not until 1858 that he s enaf fhu;
by dint of hard application to business and the Prac:;?; s(; and
closest economy, to pay all his ‘indebtedness, b.ut 'he] lnd i,n i
settled with his creditors in fall, paying both pr1pc:pa ':ht load,

est. In that year, with his mind relieved from its weighty

was married to Miss Juliet Evans. After his marriage he taught
school in Ohio and Kentucky with great success. In the winter of

quaintance of Hon. Cyrus H. Walker, who, becoming attached to
the young and ambitious teacher, induced him to commence the
stndy of the law. His progress in this branch of study was so
great that he practiced law at Macomb before he was regnlarly
admitted to the bar, and attained considerable renown. In 1835,
at the age of twenty-four years, he was duly admitted to Ppractice
in the courts of Illinois. After this he removed to Rushville, III.,
where, in addition to his legal business, he edited a thriving Whig
paper. Here he became largely interested in real estate specula-

quired to meet large notes, the majority of which carried interest
at twelve per cent. In 1836 he removed to Ottawa, Ill., where he

e

o gib

p



LL__‘M — %\\"\\9&\

HISTORY OF LA SALLE COUNTY. [

esolved to take life easier. Darin
he ]'e-tnrneg_t:,g (;tt%v;:];e;, although heretofore an. ardent _v%_htil;e
year 1185985 ousid the cause of Stephen A. Douglas during hig fa,-
warm ynt;)st with Lincoln, and delivered a number of eloquent
m(;u;oizible addresses in various parts of the State.
anHe became connected in business with W. H. L. Wallace, of Ot.
tawa, and his son Cyrus-E. Dickey, and th(? e fransacted o large
legal business until 1861, when the ]::{.ebelhon ‘broke out, Juc’(ge
Dickey immediately set about fc.)rmmg a regiment .of Yolunteers,
which was mustered into the service as the Fourth Illinois Cavalry,
and the Judge was commissioned its -Colo_ne.l. For two years
Colonel Dickey was an active and intrepid s?lt.iler. He took part
in the capture of Fort Henry, and led the bmlha]?t advance at Fort
Donelson. At the battle of Shiloh he took an active part. Both of
his sons and General W. H. L. Wallace were with him during this
desperate struggle, and General Wallace was killed during the ep.
gagement. In 1862 he was appointed to the position of Chief of
Cavalry on the staff of General Grant, and was placed in commang
of Memphis, Tenn. He also participated in the battle of Iuka.
After this he assumed command of the four brigades of cavalry in
General Grant’s army. He was engaged in a desperate encounter
with General Pemberton far in advance of his supports for four
days, on the retreat from Tallahassee. At one time selected six
hundred men and engaged in an extensive and successful rajd
through a region of country swarming with Confederate soldiers,
and returned safely and withogt losing a man. The celebrated raid
of Grierson in 1863, during which the railroads around Jackson,
‘ aﬁﬁs-, VlVBDN_% iompletely destroyed, was suggested and organized by
eneral Dickey.,

In the latter part of 1863 he resigned his commission and re-
tu.rned home, where he formed a law partnership with John B.
Rice. In 1866 Judge DiCkBy was the Democratic candidate for

ongressman-at-large, I, 1868 he was appointed as Assistant

Attorney-General of the United States, and had full charge of the
Government 8uits of the ¢ 8 i

of: litigation ip the United
with great ability and wig]

States Supreme Court were performed

; 1 undiminishing fidelity. He was fre-

3:1:::1{ lcomphmented by the judges of the Supreme Court for the

dutieguh lAand able manpey i, which he performed his arduous
Supre;ne Cmong th.e tiore important cages whi ch were tried in the

ourt during J udge Dickey’s term was the Floyd accept- [
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ance case, and although opposed b j
Judge Dickey was sustainI;d by th‘z gs:]iflalcilc ;ﬂd Judge Curtis,
for about two years, when his health failed hi:] eld this position
and spent the succeeding winter among the tropj » and he resigneq
He married again in 1870, and his second wilec groves of Florida.
of Prince Ann, Md., after which he returned t "g‘s a Mrs. Hurst,
began the practice of the law. In December ;Mttawa and again
Ohicago. In December, 1875, he was elected)J : 3, h'e removed to -
Court to fill a vacancy. The manner in Wh?Ige of the Supreme
duties of this trying and responsible position c'1 g fulﬁ}led the
that in 1879 he was nominated as an independv;?,i So satisfactory
so great was his personal popularity that he w ey
Thomas Dent, a most worthy gentleman and the fis ellected s
of a party that was then in the ascendancy: Afttlaig:har R
remained upon the bench of the Supreme Court of I11i e 'he
position he so ably filled for nearly ten years Perhamms, i
judge upon the bench has gained the p0p1;larit an]:is S S
 respect which justly belong to Judge T. Lyle Dick); L iy
Possessed of a wonderful memory and with a rem);:rka.ble 0
of ar'lglysit.a, his judgments were always received with pro};'o::f;
| ;(;:zlss:::;zzé.and his opinions on important cases have generally
As a hf.wyer l.le was a most brilliant advocate. His arguments
Zlii?el;ls:(iit,h l?}%::z];ﬁni epossessed an aptne-ss‘of il]u'tration that -
: elements of conviction. His power of
quick and telling repartee was marvelous. In the social circle
'.T udge Dickey was universally a favorite. Genial, whole-souled,
%ntellectua;l, and with a fund of humor that was almost boyish in
its exuberance, he was warmly welcomed at the firesides of our
best and wealthiest citizens. Perhaps no one ‘in Chicago had as
many warm and devoted personal friends as Judge T. Lyle
Dickey.
In his decease, which occurred July 22, 1885, at Atlantie City,
N.J., the city and State lose .an able jurist, an eminent citizen,
and a legal counselor whose place will be difficult to fill, gociety
mourns the loss of the most genial and courteous of gentlemen, and

the hearts of many friends are gsad at the demise of one Of_the
tg in this active,

;;Varmest and most thoroughly friendly spiril ) bt
ustling and progressive age. Judge Dickey left a widow

e 5 dren are Mrs. w. H. L. Wal-

ho was killed at the battle

lace, the widow of General Wallace, W

e ——

J four children surviving him. The chil
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of Shiloh; Mrs.
Dickey, eldest sot,

Wallace is now residing at Ottawa; Johy .
residing in Omaha, N‘e.b.; M) Dickey is super.
. Jent of telegraph on the Union Iacific _leroad;. Charles |
m.te]n who i8 ammerchant;, residing at Maui, Sandwich IBlandB’
12113 {1;315:-,5;. Oaleb H. Wallace, wife of a.brother of General M. R, M.
%Vallace,.who is also residing at Mam. '

Joun V. A. Homs came from Kmde'rhoo}c, N. Y, in 1836, ang
resided in Ottawa forty-two years, dying in October, '1878. He
was a nephew of President Van Bu.ren. Ee was admitted to the
bar in New York, but did not practice until after he had located
at Ottawa. IHis first few months her.e were spent as editor of g
campaign paper published for a short tl.me at Ottawa. After thig
journal “died the death” he devoted himself to the law, and was
so engaged until about 1855. He then retired from active busi-
ness. He was a man of vigorous mind, and while not an office-
seeker, was interested in politics in a general way. He was
Probate Justice from 1837 to 1843. His wife was Fanny Reynolds,
and they left a son and a daughter. The former, Edward V. B.,

Peak, Cashier of a bank in Green Bay, Wis., and was a second
time married, to a Mr. Neville, also of Green Bay.

Joax C. CeamMpLIN came to Ottawa with his father in 1836, and
except oue term of four years as County Judge, practiced law
continnously unti] his death in 1873. He was crossing the rail-
road track at night, slipped and fell, and was run over. His wife
and danghter reside in Chicago, the latter being the wife of Evans
Walker. Judge Champlin was an able lawyer, and had an excel-
lent practice. :

Hexry G. Corron was admitted to the bar here in 1839, and was
a member of the same about seven years, until his death, Dec. 7,
1856. Ile came here a ripe lawyer, and by his studious habits
an_d close application he made a steady and regular advance in the
ghiency of the law. In 1849 he was elected the first County Judge
i th.ls county, which office he continued to hold until his death.
He discharged the duties of this high and responsible office with
very marked ability and uncommon satisfaction. He was held in
such high esteem that no apology is needed for reproducing here a

ff’W Paragr.aphs from the memorial address of J udge Cavarly, de-
1vered before the Supreme Court:

13
was']rhﬁkﬂounty Court, with its present enlarged civil jurisdiction,
Roxed npon by very many members of the bar, as well as by

is now in a bank in Chicago. The latter, Ella A., married M. B. .
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Ley of our most intellige'nt citizens,
Joubt W88 hox}est}y en.tertamed' whether any man whe should b

called tO preside il this new tribunal .Would be able to commanz
i sonfidence of t-he’ peo!:)le and sus.tam himself before g bar g

;ntelligent and distinguished for its legal learning as the a OC;_
this county’; _ye.t Ju'dge C.otl'.on,. by his profound lmowledge of the
law, his inflexible lntegf'lty, his gentlemanly deportment,‘modegt
conrteous and unassuming manners, immediately banished 4] '

; 1
rehensions of failure, and secured for himself the respect ;1};
confidence of the people, as well as the respect and confidence of

his professional brethren.

« The County Court of La Salle County was no longer an experi-
ment, but became at once, under his judicious administration, of
equal dignity and importance with the Circuit Court, without any
disparagement to the distinguished Judge of that deservedly popu-
lar court.

«« Judge Cotton, whilst he added dignity to the bench, inspired
the people who had business before him with unshaken confidence
in his ability and integrity. He was uncbtrusive, modest and re-
tiring in his manners; and in all his intercourse with the bar and
the people he was just and blameless.

“In one branch of his official duties, I may be permitted to say
he may be held up as a model judge. I allude to his probate
~ duties. In that relation his mewmory will ever be regarded and
held in the highest respect by the widows and orphans whose
rights and interests he guarded and watched over with sleepless
F’ vigilance. He was always patient in listening to the afflicted
widow, in her bereavement, and ever ready with his counsel and
advice to protect her rights and the rights of her orphan children,
and aid her in the administration of the estate she was called upon
to settle.

“When it was announced in this city that Judge Cotton was 1o
more, all felt the shock. A thrill of grief and sorrow was felt by
the inhabitants throughout the length and breadth of this cour.lty..
He fell at o time of his greatest usefulness—in the midst of h.ls
familY: and surrounded by his friends. The void thus created in
the family circle is irreparable. The court and this bar deeply
s L i e : ildren. And

Yinpathize with: his afflicted widow and his orphan chi -
alth““gh his frail and slender form is no more to be seen among
U5, either here or in the common walks of life, et his memary

o modest bearing will ever be present in our recollection:

T~ — e o
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1d I attempt to add a pebble to his monument; L
himself, and it may be found where he erecteq it
and in the confidence and hearts of thé'

¢¢ [n vain wou
has reared it for
in the records of his court,
people.”

J amMES STOUT,
Ohio in 1845, ha
formally admitte

a brother of Dr. Joseph Stout, came here frop,
ving been admitted in that State. Though not
d here until 1849, he practiced until 1860 af
Ottawa, and was then appointed Collector o.f Internal Revenue at
Boise City, Idaho. This office he h-eld tfntll Hayes’s adminigtra.
tion. He is now farming near Boise Cl.t_y.

W H. L. WALLACE came to Ottawa in March, 1845, and re-
sided here until the war, into which he entered and sacrificed him-
gelf at Shiloh. A full biography of General Wallace is given in
the chapter devoted to the civil war.

Jomn F. Nasu was admitted in 1849; practiced a little; then

elected Clerk Circuit Court; and now for many years has been
Cashier of the First National Bank.
P. K. Leranp was admitted in 1851; practiced some years; was

County Judge one term, and is now banking at Seneca. Heisa

brother of Lorenzo Leland.

0. 0. Gray was admitted in 1853 and practiced some twenty
years; was a partner of Washington Bushnell when he died. He
was an excellent lawyer and had a good practice.

Asramam Hogs, a brother of John V. A., came sometime in the
¢ forties,” and was here perhaps fifteen years, until his death. He
was one of the ablest lawyers ever at Ottawa, and was a member
of the constitutional convention of 1849,

Juwios Avery came early in the “fifties;”” was a partner of
Bushnell for a time, and lived in Ottawa sume twenty years. He
was for a short time with his brother George, in contrel of the
Free Trader, in 1855. He was of moderate caliber, as a lawyer,
and rather intemperate in his habits.

Hon. WasmiNeTon BuseNELL was a resident of Qttawa for thirty-
two years, coming in 1852, and remaining until his death in 1885.
He was born Sept. 26, 1827, in Madison County, N. Y. In 1837
lélsuf::llelfusteph?n ,B_ushnell, .With his family, moved to Kendall
Bushn); ,11 “;; :ﬁ:lmg n thf: nelghborhood of Lisbon. Here young
local schools whicgntthe farm in summer, attending in win.ter the
good. In 18 B owever, were for the country exceptionally
edncation, he d¢ ‘aving in this desultory way picked up a very fair

ton, he decided to adopt the legal profession, and to that end

v
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entered the National Law School at Ponghkeepsie, N. v, from
which he graduated in 1853, was admitted to - the bar in, New
York, and then at once came to Ottawa, where he formed a part-

nership with O. C. Gray, one of the leading attorneys at the time
at the La Salle County bar. The firm soon grew into note as one
of the ablest in this part of the State, and Mr. Bushnell, being
soon after appointed City Attorney, and then elected State’z
Attorney, the firm was strengthened by the addition as a
partner of Julius Avery, another brilliant young lawyer. In
1860 Mr. Bushnell was elected to the State Senate, in which
he maintained a leading and influential position until 1864,
In 1868 he was elected Attorney-General of the State, an office
the duties of Which‘ he discharged with signal ability for four years.
In 1880 he was a candidate for Congress in this district, but did
‘not receive the nomination, and after that measurably withdrew
from ‘politics, though remaining, as he always had been, an ad-
herent of the Republican party, becoming apparently disgunsted
with politics, taking no such active part in the politizal contests of
the day as was naturally expected from a man of his wide influence
and great ability. Instead of it, he settled down quietly to his law
practice, forming a partnership with Mr. Bull, then with the late
Judge Gilman, then with D. A. Cook, and at the time of his death
had Captain T. C. Fullerton for a law partner. His health for the
previous ten or twelve years, however, had at no time been robust,
and it was only on special occasions and when unusually aroused,
that he exhibited the strength and force and fire of his more robust
days. While yet a young man he married Miss Phebe Charles, of
Peru, who, with the six children—a son and five daughters that
were born to them—survive him. He accumulated considerable
property and left his family in comfortable circumstances.

He was a remarkable man in many ways, and largely composed
of that stuff of which great men are made. At all times an able
and fluent speaker, when roused he was brilliant and forcible to a
degree. Tall, and of commanding presence, with a voice fnl.l of
strength and musie, and a countenance radiant with expression,
few men conld sway a jury or an audience as he could. Socially
he was one of the most genial and companionable of et .Opeu-
hearted, generous almost to a fault, no movement, either in the
direction of some deserving charity or the general good, but found
- him a ready promoter and a liberal contributor.

Dwigur F. Qamerox practiced here a few years, after being ad-

———
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. s 1880, .He was interested in the buildi}ag of the Fox
m.lttedvlfil Railroad, and soon after went to Chicago, hig pres.
Rl:;:;) m: B}’HB was possessed of a good mind, but did not devote
;?tnself exclusively to legal pIBCHICE. e .

Grorue C. CAMPBELL Was admitted in 1858, an during his tep.

ears residence here became known as a railroad attorney. He
Zvent to Chicago where he died in lthe sn.mmer of {885.

Frang J. ORAWFORD Was arc.iz'mtted in 18:’)8, atte.r he had been
deputy in the county clerk’s office, and practiced a few years here,
He also went to Chicago, where he has been moderately suceess-
fulS.AMUEL C. WALKER, a son of George .E., practiced a few years
(admitted in 1861), and died of cons'umptlon.

EBENEZER LEWIS Was admitted in 1861, and two or three years
later moved away.

Wiruiam E. Beok was admitted in 1861, practiced for a time,
was County Treasurer one term, went West, and is now a Supreme
Judge in Colorado.

FrangLN F. BRower was admitted in 1862, after studying with
B. C. Cook, and commenced practice at once, following the law for
eight years, until his death in 1870. He had been Mayor one |
term, and was City Attorney at the time of his death.

Hexry K. Bovyre was admitted in 1865, and practiced six or
seven years, when he died. He was a good lawyer, a partner of
- Colonel Dickey, and was Mayor of Ottawa one term. '

Arexanper T. CameroN was admitted the same year with Mr.
Boyle, and after several years went West.

Joun H. Suepuerp, admitted in 1866, was County Treasurer
two years and died of consumption. He practiced but little.

Tuomas 8. Bowen, who was Treasurer immediately preceding
Sfl:epherd, was adwnitted to practice the same year. He died soon
. after.

Herman Sinver, admitted also the same year, practiced a few
KEEEZ znd.went to Colorado. He now holds some official position

GYR;:II.JELX:S of modera'\.te ability as a lawyer.
admitted here ilD,ISa(:‘.’;5 i O% Lore_n gl el T =i v:las
R 1h b After a few years he went to El Dorado,

Bensaymiy ‘M Aiea %.OOd Peion

- ARMSTRONG, admitted the same year, was here &

little time and t} :
' e . is said to
be doing well. ent to Southern Kansas, where he 1s 531

—v—-al)s.
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CuarLes H. Brusw, admitted also the same year
number of years and then went to Minnesota, in co
delicate health. He was a promising young lawyer.
CuarLESs H. GILMAN was one of La Salle County’s most eminent
citizens, and for a quarter of a century a prominent member ofiﬁe
bar. He was born at East Windom, Conn., in 1817. Recejvin
as all Connecticut youths do, a good High School education, he wié
engaged in various occupations, such as farming and clerking by
turns, until 1840, when he directed his steps Westward. He first
located in that year at Peru, in this county, and soon afterward
bought a farm and went to work upon it in Troy Grove, adjoining
the village of Homer. Marrying about that time the dauchter ot
Hon. Asa Mann, a former prominent and well-known ﬁenmyl_
vania politician, but then a resident of Troy Grove, he settled

y practiced g
nsideration of

- down to farm work, filling at the same time the office of Justice of

the Peace and other local positions. Ten or twelve years later he
removed to Mendota and commenced the practice of law, for which
he had been by years of study preparing himself, and by 1869 his
professional ability became so well recognized that he was elected
to the important office of County Judge of La Salle County, the
duties of which position he discharged with exceptional ability.
Subsequently he was also elected a member of the State Board of
Equalization from this Congressional District, an office for which,
by his careful, thoughtful and methodical habits, he was peculiarly
fitted. Retiring from office, he formed a partnership with Hon.
Washington Bushnell for legal practice at Ottawa, and subse-
quently with his son-in-law, Mr. Cook, of which firm he relpained
the head until his death, which occurred April 14, 1380. ‘
The Judge, whose residence was on the east side, haq been. in
the business part of the city late at night, and his family being
out of town, instead of going home he had returned to his office in
the second story of Wood’s block and lain down on & lounge.
About four o’clock in the morning, feeling uneasy, he got up 1n
the dark, and being doubtless but half awake an.d confused in
mind, started to go out; and mistaking an open window for 2'328
door, stepped out and fell heavily—his weight was nearly 1
pounds—on the sidewalk some twenty feet below. N ow thorO‘Ug; gl
awake, thongh stunned, he made a shrill outery, which la“’;afhz :
several parties. Not knowing how the Judge had got ther ot th{a
picked him up and carried him to his office, but on zt.mvx:l]g e
door found it locked on the inside. One of them climbed ove
25
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it, when the open window and the
F“"‘“S"e‘i;‘ffd"tff?fct that the Judgpe had fallen out of the
};is;as made as comfortable as possible, but had receiyeq
injuries which proved fatal .three- days later.

‘As a lawyer, Judge Gilman was We11. read, careful, anq ;,
counsel always safe. Displaying no especial forensig ability, he
was trusted more for his care and faultless accuracy in Preparing
his cases and especially his pleadings. He despised ga]] legal

dodges and tricks; his only care was to get at the exact factg and
justice of the case. He was a man not only thorough in hig legal
studies, but had a thinking, plodding, philosophical mind whig
made him, aside from his legal profession, a devotee of scientifi,
studies, especially in the direction of geology, mineralogy and
anthropology.

Jomx A. GiLriam was admitted in 1869, practiced two or three
years, and is now in Kendall County.

James O’DonrELL, admitted in 1871, practicing a few years. Ts
described as a “ good fellow,” and a lawyer of fair ability.

Of course there are many more who have been here for very brief
periods, but the above are those best remembered. The legal
firms now in practice at Ottawa are, alphabetically: M. M. Arm-
strong, Blake & Moloney, Boyle J. Carroll, Bull, Strawn & Ruger,
Bushnell & Fullerton, David A. Cook, T. W. D. Crane, Cullen &
Hitt, John H. Druitt, Duncan & O’Conor, J. W. Ebersol, G. S.
Eldredge, Gilbert & Eckels, C. Griggs, D. P. Jones, Norman
Kilburn, B. F. Lincoln, Arthur Lockwood, Mackinlay & Leland,
Duncan McDougall, George S. Paine, Richolson & (3entleman,
Snow & Stead, E. C. Swift, M. H. Swift, L. L. Thompson, V. B.
Weeks, A. J. Williamson and George H. Haight.

Urroung.
Windoy.
Interng)

STREATOR. =

The first practicing lawyer to reside at Streator was H. N. Ryon,
who came to this city in the autumn of 1867. He was born in
Pennsylvania, Feb. 20, 1832, and came to this county in 1838. He
practiced law at Sacramento from 1860 to 1867. He is in politics
a Republican, and is sti]] a resident of Streator. -

. Thfa second arrival of the legal fraternity was named FPratt; but
little is remembered of him. He was here but a short time.

OrrLaNDo CrteRUCK visited Streator in the antumn of 1868, and

o8 © removed his family to this place. He has been in contino®s

o —r

ﬁpened an office, but did not make his home here until 1870, whe® [

e —
p————
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practice since. He was the first villa
held that position five years.

C. W. KELL].ER was the next member of the bar to take up his
residence at this POlf“lt. He was born in Titusville, Pa., Sept. 24
1835, and was llmrl'l.ed to Ellen M. Wright, in Brookfield 'Ill,
June 3, 1858. Previous to the civil war, in which he lost an, arm.’
he was a common day laborer. He was admitted to the bar iI;
Erie, Pa., M.a-rch 11, 1871, and came to this county the same year.
After practicing some years here, he went to Kansas, where he
is still engaged in the law. He was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, and in politics a Republican. He was village
attorney for a year or more.

H. H. Brower came. from Livingston County about the same
time as Mr. Keller, and after two-years residence in Streator went
to Nebraska. He was, while here, a partner of O. Chuabbuck.
Democratic in politics, he was interested in all matters of local im-
portance. Asa lawyer, he stood well.

W. S. Jackson came to this place not far from this time, and
has practiced here irregularly since. He advertises as a ‘ general
collecting agent.”” He is a Democrat, and has been & member one
term of the village board.

E. J. WaLL came about 1873, went into partnership with Mr.
Chubbuck the following year, and about 1875 went West. He was
a Democrat, and a member of the Catholic church.

C. Domixy’s arrival was chronicled in 1875. He was Justice ot
the Peace for several years, and about 1877 formed a law partner-
ship with Orlando Chubbuck, which relation existed about two
years. He was then appointed special agent of the ﬁEt_na Life
Insurance Company, of Hartford, which company he still rep-
resents. Mr. Dominy is a Republican. ;

W arter Regves located here a few years ago and has practiced
since. He was born in Pennsylvania, Sept. 25, 1848, and came to
this county in 1856. Ie is a Republican, and has served as vil-
lage attorney.

g-'PETER Wison came about the same time from B.mffalo_, Mo., re-
mained two or three years, and then returned to le;;?r:n ol

J. D. Murpock, an Indianian, came he're a,bou.i:i |;
menced practice the followirg year. Is still a res.xf e;lt '-eator o

G. L. Berrorp, whose family has lived west of ésomewhaf:
number of years, located here about 1880, has practice

ge attorney of Streator and
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and has been Justice of the Peace for five years. He is a Demg.

- of the Catholic church.
crat ar;] %?;:;1}?:' :Ifd Jounx EssineToN, from Odell, Livingston
Ooﬁr.lty,'have been in practice here for about five years. .
F. O. Branom has been here about the same length of time,
an attorney and insurance agent. He is a graduate of the

nd is : i i :
f‘aw department of the Illinois Wesleyan University at Blooming-
tO‘(‘;'rEORG & E. Guass is another who was admitted to the bar ip

Livingston County, and immediately after came here.

Several have read law at Streator and been admitted in this
county. George L. and Ed. Richardsread with Mr. Chubbuck and
were made members of the bar in 1880, but are not practitioners.
The former is cashier of the Union National Bank, and the latter
is now a banker in Iowa. Matthew Jack is another who studied
with Mr. Chubbuck and was admitted at the same time with the
Richardses. He ranked third in a class of 1880, and George L. Rich-
ards was second. Mr. Jack, also, is not in practice, being con-
nccted with the glass-works. Joel T. Butler read with C. W.
~ Keller, and was admitted about 1879. He is well along in years,
and has considerable property. He does an excellent probate busi-
ness. Harvey Dicus studied with Mr. Chubbuck and is now Jus-
tice of the Peace. O. B. Ryon was admitted in 1882, after reading
law with his father, H. N. Ryon, and the two are now in partner-
ghip.

The present practitioners of Streator are as follows: H. N. Ryon
& Son, Orlando Chubbuck, Walter Reeves, Joel T. Butler, John
Essington, George E. Glass, J. D. Murdock, Harvey Dicus, F. C.
Blandin, W. S. Jackson, G. S. Belford and A. P. Wright.

LA SALLE AND PERU.

The first resident lawyer of Peru wasJ udge William Chumasero,
who settled here some time in the ¢“forties,” and practiced in
Peru and LaSalle (after the latter was founded), for about twenty
years. 'E[e Was a prominent Whig politician, afterward joining the
Republican party, and held in g great degree the esteem of his

fellow citizens. He was City Judge of the two cities for two or

three years, He was a°
: a good 1 : S
erty here. H 8 awyer, and accumulated some prop

e has for about twent e and for
a portion of t] Y years been aresident,

1e time Territorial Judge of M
: ge ol Montana.
J A son of Dr, Guy Hulitt also located at Peru before there was

. s | —
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any La Salle, and practiced five or six years.
- of good education, and a fair lawyer.
when about thirty-five years old.

The first lawyer to reside in La Salle was James Strain, who
came in the year 1852, from Ohio. He practiced here about fif-
teen years, then went to Monmouth, I1l., and finally settled in Kan-
sas, where he died a few years later.

The second member of the profession to live here was David P,
Jenkins, who practiced until commissioned Major in the Union
army in the late war. He was afterward promoted Lieutenant-
Colonel. His home is now in Washington Territory.

David L. Hough came here about 1848 from Vermont as Canal
; Collector, but had studied law before coming here. He practiced
until about 1872, and is well remembered as a sharp business man
and a shrewd lawyer. He is now in Chicago, and has come to pub-
lic notice as President of the Adams & Harrison Street Railway
Company. :

Nerson C. Cannon came in 1849 or 1850, and was quite promi-
nent in local affairs, being Mayor three terms, and City Attorney
at the same time. He was a jolly fellow, and practical joker.
Shortly after the war he went to Iowa, where by a prudf.:nt man-
agement of the negro vote he was clected Mayor and Police Mag-
istrate of Red Oak, running against candidates of both the old
parties. ; i s

Arrrep PurxayM came in 1853, practiced a short time, was City
Clerk and Justice of the Peace, and left here in 1862. He is now
in Grand Rapids, Mich.

E F. BULT.I.) came here from Ohio in the fall of 1855, and prac-
ticed till about ten years ago, when he went to Ottawa. There he
is still practicing, one of the leading lawyers of the place. t

G. S. Erpringe and Tmomas Harrican were early comers (o
Pera. The formor is now in Ottawa. The latter was Judge of the
twin cities after Chumasero, and died about ten years ago. 9

OuarrEs BraNosarp came to Peru abount twenty-five y eaés: -ﬁié
and afterward made his home in Ottawa. He is now Uil
Jugriz'neE D. Lapp came to Pern about 1850, and is still practic-
~ ing. i

gOHABLES S. MirLer came from near-Peoria in ;855 or
left here in 1874, having been chosen'Ooun'ﬁ}' J udg:&mitte $ithe

James W. Duxcan was born here in 1850, an

He was a gentleman
He was unmarried, and died

1856, and

e —-
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1872. He has been prominent both in legal practice and ip

1n 1
ba:ii]tics. For the past eight years bl e i, ;) Partnership wiy,
K. 7. 0’Conor, present Mayor of LaSalle, which official Positioyn

Mr. Duncan also filled for tour years. Though still connecteq i
Mr. O’Conor, he is living in Ottawa. | He was elected State Seua.
.tol"ril‘; ]If.zjent active members of the bar residing in La Salle afé
n the order of their admission: R. D. McDonald, A. J. O'Conor,
3. P. Hall and Thomas Gallagher. Peru has two practitioners—
George D. Ladd and Murray Blanchard.

MENDOTA.

The first lawyer in this city was Charles H. Gilman, who came
in the spring of 1854, practiced about fifteen years, and then went
to Ottawa to reside, having been elected County Judge. He died
in that city. He was a good lawyer, standing undoubtedly at the
head of his profession in Mendota; was somewhat of a politician,
and was village attorney for a number of years.

E. S. Mudgett came at nearly the same time with Gilman, and
practiced until during the war, when he went to California. He
held the postofficz appointment under President Buchanan four
years. ;

J. C. CrookEr came soon after these two, and resided here
nearly a quarter of a century. He went to Nebraska about 1879,
and is now practicing at Lincoln. He was an active, energetic
man, making both friends and enemies. He ran the Observer in
partnership with William E. Beck, the two selling after a time to
R. H. Rnggles, who made it the Bulletin. Mr. Crooker also
scrved as Alderman from the third ward, for a term.

Witziam E. Beox studied law here with Mr. Crooker, and was
admitted to the bar soon after he ceased to work on the Observer.
He was for some years also a surveyor and engineer, and alto-
gether did not practice law much in Mendota. He was married
here, and.in a year or two more went West. He now lives at Den-
ver, and is a Chief Justice of the State of Colorado.

e ingzﬂl avav- HIUNTER came to the city about 1870; had gradua.ted
Tl ﬁictlolOI, and was admitted to the bar before cOmiﬁg
was a zealous E{.x Ez%i)&ll_ Baptice; h?wever, b Mendotéf-. . y
was City Attorn;puth ) ndhnounced pommagé
D) sl Y three or tour years. He married a da.ughter '
» went to Lincoln, Neb., about 1878, and died there
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in 1883, having obtained a good business, and earned a reputati
ion

as a good lawyer.

B e i Gh
_ : : p with Charles H. Crawford
He then went to Eldora, Iowa, where he now resides. He b .
o Judge, and was candidate for Governor on the Dem;)crat' ett?a;{ne
in 1883. A

CuarrEs H. CRAWFORD, above mentioned, graduated at Evanston
in the same year with Kinne. He remained at Mendota some
three years, and then went to Chicago. He is now State Senator
for Cook County.

Loorexy B. CrookER, a nephew of J. C., served during the late
war, and on his return studied law with his uncle. H: practiced
until about 1881, when he was appointed Revenue Collector for
the Aurora district. He was relieved of this position in 1885,
and is now in practice again.

The older lawyers have all left Mendota, those now practicing be-
ing comparatively young in the profession. These are, inthe order
of their admissions, L. S. Scaman, E.. S. Browne, F. P. Snyder,
Otto Kieselbach, John A. Lamberton and S. E. Bartlett.

MARSEILLES.

" The pioneer attorney in Marseilles was W. A. Morey who
first “ hung out a shingle’ in the spring of 1868, and has remained
ever since. He has held various township and village offices, the
principal one of which is the Justice of the Peace, which office he
now holds. Frank Fisher came about 1872 or 1873 and remained
for a number of years and is now in Texas. B. Bickford came in
1875 or 76 and commenced practicing in 1884. Mr. Bickford is
a business man and an attorney of considerable ability.

SENEOA.

The legal profession has been fairly represented in Seneca.
Among the first, if not the first, to practice law in Seneca was
William S. Jackson, now of Streator, who came in 1866 and re-
mained until 1871 or *72. Robert Nixon came in 1867 or '68 and
practiced until 1872; is now in Missouri. C. H. B Thomas came
in 1870 and practiced five years. He is now in the drug bjlsmesi
and is a very successful business man. T. F. Fisher came 11 181

and practiced two years.
EARLVILLE-

in Earl-

—

p——

John R. Snyder was the first man to open 2 law office
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] . . W. Browne

sl o 1855. Two years later J ‘ came ang
yille; he came 1 hip with Snyder. The firm was a strong one

ished a partners ; .
elslt;l:i];fl a larg,"pe business and practiced over a large territory. My,
aSnyder is now in Washingfon Territory and Browne still remaing

ot Earlville. The latter has fserved tvirq terms as Mayor of the-
city and has filled other prommen.h positions. A. J.-Grover came
some time about 1855 and practiced several years. D. M. Dalq
was here two years and John W. Blee about the same length of
Several students have read for two or three years anqg

=

, time.

removed.
SHERIDAN.

Almon V. Whitnéy come to Sheridan from Streator in 1873,
and tanght the village school for two years. He then practiced
law for three or four years, a part of the same time editing the
Sheridan News-Letter. He iz now at Canton, Ill, in a news-

paper office.
TONICA.

Ira Moshier, C. B. Palmer and Henry Gunn have practiced law
at this point, though the last named is the only one who can
really be said to have made the law a chief means of livelihood.
Mr. Gunn has held several local offices and is highly esteemed.
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LA SALLE COUNTY,

ILLINOIS,

TOGETHER WITH SKETCOHES OF ITS OITIES, VILLAGES AND TOWNS,
- EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS, CIVIL, MILITARY, AND POLITICAL
HISTORY, PORTRAITS OF PROMINENT PERSONS, AND
BIOGRAPHIES OF REPRESENTATIV]‘E CITIZENS.

N @ N B L,

ALSO A CONDENSED

TISTORY OF ILLINOIS,

EMBODYING ACCOUNTS OF PREHISTORIO RACES, ABORIGINES, WINNE-
BAGO AND BLACK HAWK WARS, AND A BRIEF REVIEW OF I'IR
OIVIL AND POLITICAL HISTORY.

ILLUSTRATED.

CHICAGO:
INTER-STATE PUBLISHING CO.
1836. i
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