HISTORY OF KENDALL COUNTY.

318

<ale and protection of school lands;
T t']:lLOi funds, and apply the income upon
loan sclo for the support of schools; and

nship funds : ; :
:O“?ﬂﬁgmt three township trustees. He had
0y s

5 Aith the supervision of schools.
ﬁ?“;:fj t‘; (}3“,“ was pass_ed provi(:iing .forr the
election of a County School Commissioner
whose duties were to supervise the schools; to
examine persons desiring to tt?ifch a comimon
school, and the granting of certificates to those
found to be competent. Alfred Edson was
elected School Commissioner in 1849 and served
until 1853. The law was subsequently changed,
and the first County Superintendent of Schools,
John R. Marshall, was elected in 1869, and
served until 1877. Christopher C. Duffy suc-
ceeded him and remained in office until 1889,
when he resigned, and Amos D. Curran was ap-
pointed by the County Board to take his place,
and received election to the office in 1890, since
which time he has been re-elected at the expira-
tion of each term, so that there have only been
three County Superintendents in Kendall
County covering a period of forty-four years.
It is interesting to note that each of these men
wears “the little bronze button on his coat.”

CHAPTER XYV

COURTS, BENCH AND BAR

. (By Q. A, Darnell.,)

FIRST JUDICIAT, ELECTION

its fitst ' Judge, 1
Wards Governor ¢p
was bol-n at Uniontow

Othexi .jur%sts ot note who haye f
the Circuit Court of the I)iqt"[]rpkm'.'r]
Kendall County is locateq Slety

Judge Gilesg Spring
ISQ'T, (‘:-I.Ille to Illim;n‘s at ap early o Mg
gaged in the practice of law. f[ Qatg ang
the ablest of the young judgeg le \
failed, perhaps on account of t;x)”ft hi; by
tion, and he died in Chi(‘ago \I-}:]US'E apn
only forty-three years old. - 18

Judge John Dean Caton, 5 lawyer .
whose talent and ability g S&id‘[ = Jurigg
above the average, was horp in Mm(-: haye begy
New York, March 19, 1812, Y Rprvl‘qe (_‘uum_\“
of the Ninth Judicial Distpic on f S jugy,
from 1844 to the adoption of the (.,00“.?_ Year
In 1848. He died in Chicago, Jyly o r;"(fr't-utinn

Judge E. S. Leland was bory {11 ]j‘eub!d.-
Maine, August 28, 1812, He was firgt Ic]-;‘.mrl!&
sioned Judge of the Ninty District :iu"l'l]:;lhlx.
1852, and afterwards, having 1'eti1'er1'3a} t]hL
end of his term, was T'e-commissioneq De‘..ﬂ;
ber 4, 1866, upon the resignation of ) E. flnlli
lister. He resigned June 27, 1867,
some years later at Ottawa, Illinojg,

Judge Theophilus Lyle Dickey was hory gt
Bourbon, Kentucky, November 12, 1812, He
Served in various official capacities, among
which was Judge of the Ninth Judicial District,
from 1848 to 1852. He died at the age of
seventy-three years, while at Atlantic City,
New Jersey, J uly 25, 1885.

Judge Sylvanus Wilcox was born in Glen
Township, Montgomery County, New York, Sep
tember 30, 1818. He was a Judge of sterlint
qualities and was greatly beloved by those “:h”
came into business or social relations with m“i
He died in Kane County, Illinois, June 15, N(;v

Judge Hiram Hitcheock Cody was 4 smr.f
bioneer of whom it is said that at t‘he ;1:.{9[‘;
Sixty he had not been confined to his I;ﬂ was
a single day on account of sickness.
born in Oneida County, New York'. - yedls
1824, He went to California some ts‘l‘tlk as
ago and the latest information Obmlﬂ;ntriﬂl"
to his last residence was in 1896. at
he was living at Pasadena, Cnliforflli Jawren

Judge Madison E. Hollister wa° I}llf Jud®
jurist and politician. He was PTe 5
in Bureau County, Illinois from ILEI;mzisr"'
Presidential Elector in 1848 ,?(,
Judge of the Ninth Judicial Dlstrfqm. 1
July 25, 1855, and again July 1 1°

s :U.'(_l as .(
was bory o

He digg

June 1
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4, 1866, and his place was filleq
tated by the late E. S, Leland.
a8 : pembers of the Bench of t.his.‘? District
§ i ipatome,FoT L ALe OV, distinguished
who llnll‘l. . Charles Kellum, S. W. Upton,
jurists i D' Murphy, George W. Brown, Charleg
55 i-Ienrv B. Willis and L. C: Routh.

’ o;; the Bench of the Sixteenth
strict are: D. J. Carnes, Sycamore,
o Appellate Bench, Second District of
Mazzini Slusser, Wheaton, Illinois, a
: unusual attainments and ability; and
q, Erwin of Elgin, recently elected to
expired term of the much lamented

Deceﬂlher

COUNTY JUDGES

The County Judges of Kendall County have
peen men of unusual natural ability, and noted
for their wise and humane decisions. If the
story of the County Judges could be told by
simply writing down the names of those whom
this county has honored with this position,
the task would be simple indeed, for while the
first County Judge, Joseph W. Helme, was
elected away back in 1849, he has had but five
successors.  Judge Helme served his county
faithfully in that capacity until 1853 when he
was succeeded by Benjamin Reckelson who was
elected three times in succession, serving as
County Judge from 1853 to 1865.
aJUdge Henry S. Hudson, an able lawyer and

Judge well capable for service on any Bench
under any Jurisdiction, served from 1865 to

1 .
HSBQ’ covering a period of thirty-seven years.
dauwas @ credit to himself, an honor to Ken-

coung?u']ntg, and helped to dignify the office of
Who oy udge, He was succeeded by Wm. Hill,
udge n;;?y years had been his clerk.

0 1ipe 1 oicred upon the duties of the
Utieg Whillll €Xperience and well fitted for the
Oldest ehﬂg that office imposed. He was the
Wy, of Thomas P. and Emma M. Hill,
of Kendal 0;}1 November 9, 1851, in the town

lage op oo 021l County, IIL; moved to the
the timea ristol in 1858 and lived there until
trage o Of DIS death, He learned the printer's
the office of the Kendall County Rec-

1865 to 1886; was County Treasurer

1886 and County Clerk from 1886
T c:_ Was elected County Judge in 19{)2
four years later. He died in

Y
_ 819
office May ¢ '
May 9, 1909 A .
- 3 2 b = S 215 T 1
to elect his Successor pecial election was calleq

Judt'.\ ul
=€ George M ;

s¢ Mewhirter

ocrat, w hirter,

as elec
T ected to the sh
; _3; I a county
cent of the voti :
He serveq with
when the presen
electeq, 1910,
: Clarence §. Williams ig
usiness man s itict
Tl and politician of the very best
ype. €15 a gentleman in its t Sens
el S true sense every-
ere, a self made man, g trustwor i
Nness man whose advice i il Ak
- o Se advice is sought by many, and
as a politician knows his friends and stays with
them, never allowing, however, his friendship
t(? swerve or influence him in the discharge of
his official duties. He is a young man with a
family of four fine children, and has before
him a future of useful service.

a lawyer ang Dem-
ort term by a large
where seventy-fiv

. ; S -five per
nt,- bopulation were Republicans
dignity until the next election

t i11cumbent, C. 8. Williamsg was

4 gentleman, scholar,

MEMEERS OF THE BAR

The first resident attorney to practice in
Kendall County was Robert N. Mathews, who
for many years conducted an office at the corner
of Oregon Avenue and Vinegar Street in the
village of Little Rock. He was a man of good,
personal appearance, somewhat fond of dress
and an attorney who was interested in those
early days in many a quaint and uuimpor.t;_mt_.
as well as many important, matters of litiga-
tion. The writer is indebted to A. J: Hunter
of Plano, a man NOW upward of EIg.htY-ﬁ\'f}
years, and who was well acquainted \.nth I\I.l.
Mathews, for the few fragments of hlstlory“m
reference to this once conspicuous lawyer. i T.

e inely relates that Mr. Mathews a}t
Hunter amusHSl 3 o
one time made complaint agaiist Fodeny

io .« for killing and eating a pig wilIc 3
L Hunter family. The offenders
longed to the Ilur . 0"91: et it

core indicted and boun :
;:‘heler':'and jury. Mr. Mathews then took the
e b

of the defendants and went befo;:eo -Fﬁf

d had his neighbors cle:‘u'e.d, l‘e'L.el\ll,,
i ; ty acres of land. It 18 gaid that
i wealthy and once
tate in and around

part
court
as his fee for A
Mr. Mathews pecane \e;;y
. ! f real es ;
¢ a large area 0 : > s
s negesent village of Little Rock. 01;31 eo =
thet pefforts qs attorney at law \}’:‘lb sl
) ase in the gchoolhouse at thtltla i ‘:ew
S c' 11 of which he was opposed bY ) th;}
1E -
t]cljfmtwl put very able member of the bar
y g -
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e ater U. S. Senator.

f A Ji b L}fg a politician in
jerson OL - s was qu ah er
;\tmrne}' an‘-e:r:-ed one term in the Lowe
3 S

is time and S€ VA gislature.
his “”Or the Illinois Legls
House

i { acticed in
ttorneys who lived and pr 1-1t e
geanih in.(-{l Mr. Mathews begau(x. o
) FOs & el et 100. A
the wunh\t 1833, were: C“ub_ Coy, e
ks :HIUHL vis, and Albert Cook of New: \f,
ks : ) ‘ilson o
! 1S
. of Oswego, and Colonel W '
Paul Hawley A \,uo“v i S
i - ‘neys - o
e Att');“ J.l"l(:fl'(‘C'l] in Kendall County
i esided and pre
ime resided o
tl » Geo. Neterer and Geo. Hay.
are o

son, Chas.

PRESENT PRACTICING ATTORNEYS
Attorneys now practicing in I_\ve“dﬂ]_l Cougty
‘e men worthy of extended notice, John Fitz-

:rq:ald was born in New York in 1849, came to

Joliet, Tllinois, when very young. Ile settled

in Kendall County when he was but t:en years

old and this county has since been his home,

Using Mr. Fitzgerald’s own words, “I was born

of poor but honest Irish parents. Very poor,

very honest, and very Irish. I am now the
onI;-' survivor of a large family of children.

Married Miss Nora TI. Shaver of Oswego, IlI.,

in 1882, She died in 1903. Have one son,

Herbert S., now Serving in the Marine Corps of

the United Stateg Navy. I enlisted in the Fifty-

third Regiment in Illinois Volunteer Infantry
in 1864 when between fourteen years anqg fifteen
years of age angd except for a few weeks while
in the hospitals gt Chattanooga angq Nashville,
Tenn., carrieq g musket in the ranks yntij] mus-

tered out With regiment at Chicago, July 22
1865, 1 attendeq the common schools of Ken-
dall County, both before

1 and after my term of
11}111tar5' Service, completing Iy general edueca-
tion gt Fowlep Institute, Newark, I, and then
Ifollllowed farming and teaching, reading law ag
bara?n Oi?;ftumty, mtil 1T was admitted to the
o 2. I.took one year ip the Law De.
; Ttment of Michigap University at A

Frons an nn Ar-

The

was educated at Fowler I“Stitut{._
He served in the Civi] War, enligg:.
young, served his country f:'lithful]"-
honorably discharged. I was :.ulmihrr;l“r Wag
bar in 1891, IIe has alwayg B

: o, AR
and has held almost every office x th](mrmn

his town and village. gt
Geo. Mewhirter and his son, Cliffgy,

practicing law at Yorkville, the (..mﬁ.t\-' g

Geo. Mewhirter was bory ¥

: ; in the \-isu;wg,'“"_t;
Bristol, April 8, 1860, anq was admitteq h of
bar in 1883. The Younger membey “mJﬁ.‘
is fresh from law school and ig throwiy, i;?
his work the enthusiasm of youth, g

ITe was born March 11, 1889, and gpg,
from the law department of the Nort]
University when he was but nine ars of
age and was admitted to the bar s S00]
he had an opportunity to tale an exauiy,
after becoming twenty-one years of aee.

R. O. Leitch, bracticing law gt Plano, .
was born August 30, 1872, neqr Plano. He yye
graduated from the Plano High School, Juye 1
1890; was a graduate from the Lake Forest,
Illinois, Law School and was admitted to the
bar June 13, 1894, Walter Clyde Jones and
Keen H. Addington, editors of “Stary & Curtis
Annotated Statutes,” also Frank R. Morrison
and Sydney S. Goram were members of the
same class with Mr. Leitch. Mr. Leitch has
been quite prominent politically in I{'endnil
County, having come within one \'.ote in t.h.f:’
County Convention of being nonn}mted_ 1*:“
County Judge; and so close was his eie(.tn'.e‘
to the office of States Attorney that he l'“‘”}f
cuted a contest. He has been City -\fff'l"]]‘"‘; l:li
the City of Plano. He is generally trustec:
respected by those who know him. e

Oliver A, Burkhart was born at Ob“t’ocwem
dall County, April 5, 1882, attemledwtileﬂf "an'
Public Schools, entered Kent (jom':.tith degret
Lake Forest University, graduating ‘. » in Octo:
of LL. B. He was admitted to the bar '
ber, 1903, by examination. He “ﬁle daugh
June 3, 1908, to Carrie J. Gahel_.lqul,‘ M.
ter of a wealthy Kendall County 1.‘)1“1 for 0
Burkhart first practiced law in Ali"(.l't Oswes
years, afterwards operated a D:}n;: J::o[a]]ci! fo
for two years, and was corporatio was Nel-f‘f,
the village of Oswego. In 1908 ].Iefol' fendd
to the office of States Atfﬂme-‘_nu 2 .
County, which office he has c‘mt;ﬂ._ purkl?
until the present time (1913).

lnateg
1 “‘l‘i'\ltt‘l']]
tl-‘[_'n ve
1 g
Ltiop
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e B. P. O. E. of Aurora. He

emD f the Masonic fraternity,

4150 "]' member 0

C:iu;ld?1 He was educated in -t].le C:{)u_}mOn
5, 1 canada and at Detroit, Michigan,
«chools "T of thirteen he enlisted as a drum.
At the “".eu the Civil War and in 1864 was
el boy -1 .5 a soldier and became a corporal
astered w,JD Eleventh Michigan Infantry,
Comp2 Ly unt,il the end of the war, having
qud se;-v‘egre 4 out July 24, 1865. It is needless
peell mu:htat he was a good soldier, otherwise
to Sil_b'ﬂd pot have spent four years, during
i ?iize Le should have been in school, in the
the ® ¢ his country. After the war he be-
SE'mC? telecraph operator and railroad agent,
mmeﬂ;lr a t?me was train dispatcher. During
ililsd railroad experience he was employed by
the Chicago & Northwestern at Rochelle and at
peKalb, and by the Illinois Central in various
places, principally at Memphis, Tenn. He was
ot one time assigned to duties as a Western
Union dispatcher. IHe was married October
13, 1874, to Georgia A. Squires of the town of
Oswezo, Kendall County, I1l. Mr, Herrington
was admitted to the bar on July 4, 1876, the
one bundredth anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence, on an examination before the
Supreme Court of Illinois at Mt. Vernon, Ill.,
where his grade was 100. Mr. Herrington has
the reputation of being the best technical law-
Y not only in Kendall County, but this part
of the State and it is well known that when
Ezu:: retained on either side of a matter in
e that ther? is going to be a lawsuit unless
lite ggggent brings forwar(.i a ﬂag of truce. The
tingtop :E ?13]1013 at one time sald' of_ Mr. Her-
Wi !'\'Ofthhe was the best constitutional law-

Bt ‘Sw ern Ill}nms. i
torney 1, f}ftland is the oldest practicing at-
© office OfePCO‘lﬂtY-_ He was first elected to
Coungy 4 1Spr)rosecutmg Attorney for Kendag
1908 With thl-, and served continuously unti
1884 5 1 . € exception of four years, fron-J
Sweetlq 1 v;' His home is at Newark, Il}. 1:11-
W g 3 a8 a soldier during the Civil War
“hich perman who has a military reeord'of
8 coupgy iSOn need he ashamed, and of which

G. 8 Justly proug.

Stewg, teward is g gon of Congressman Lewis
UOW deceased. He was admitted to

OUNTY.

le ]J(‘l. S

City of
: He ig inclined to litey;

% Chica;:r_:.
Ing g ;
S & Man of
W
vealth, hag ubaudoued the 14 :
8 aw

a8 an

111, Mr, Ste
educatigp

is . 'se i
sh anq Erenich has o oth Span.

::11(1 has polisheq pie HRDer of hooks,
rave] ; Cperi
! I\‘lug eXperience,

4. larnel] waqo .
o e 1 was born

» Was educateq in th
Jenning's Sami ¥

g8 Seminary, Auror; ni

lege at Merom Ind 181 il ok
T e € taught schog) for a
i years, during which time he pre-
f{tlgl for the law, has been in active pr .
£ ..1110, I, for about fifteen years
married to Alice M. Hiscock
They have one daug
of age.

near IIinckley, I11.,
common schools, at

actice
He was
June 15, 1898,
hter, Lucille, thirteen years

OFFICIAL RECORD

County Jupees—Joseph W. Helme, 1849-
1853 ; Benjamin Rickelson, 1853-1867; Henry S.
Hudson, 1865-1902; William Hill, 1902-1910,
died May 9th, 1909; George Mewhirter, 1909-
1910; Clarence S. Williams, 1910-1914.

CircuiT CLERKS.—A. B. Smith, 1841-1848;
John M. Crothers, 1848-1856; George M. Hollen-
back, 1856-1864; Albert M. Hobbs, 1864-1872,
died Jan. 4, 1872; Lyman G. Bennett, 1872, un-
expired term of A. M. Hobbs, to 1880; James A.
Goddard, 1880-1884; Avery N. Beebe, 1884-19}2.

STaTE'S ATTORNEYS.—Albert Sweetland, 1872-
1884; John Fitzgerald, 1884-1888; Albertq?‘i-
Sweetland, 1888-1908; Oliver A. Burkhart, 1908-
1912.

COUNTY Creres.—M. Al Fenton, 1841-1849;

e V. Hartwell, 1849-1853 3 ]Jerem.u'lh‘ .I
gsloel.biSSS-lSG-}, died April 19, 18([;?1; (‘)1‘13:311;0 :
\Westcott, 1864, appointed to i s
Jeremiah Evarts, 1864, eiectec}. t? Hiil 135@,-

emiah Evarts, 1865-1886G: W illiam . ,1 g
‘]I'ftl)f:’l'mélnrence g, Williams, 1902-1910; Edw?
I;‘u&c{. Jrs 1910-1914. : £

SCcHOOL COMMISSIONERS.

g Moulton,

8;:'1 . Elﬂlllﬂlu A SICinlev,

1,8 4&1\1jtx:'el'1). 1855-1857; Jobn ‘\{LI:I}Z‘:{\'

‘cﬂ:'liz ‘I y. Barnes, 1858-1868; W. & LA
1858; I- W

1865. scmoors.—W.
(TENDENT OF = 369-1877;
EE I;quz}g\ 7. R. Marshall, 1869-15(1
FRlbeER

Ambler Judson,

1853-1855 5 John
1857~
1863-

s. Cov,
Christ-
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4pher C. Duffy, 1877-1890, resigned July 8, 1889 ;

A. D. Curran, 1889-1914.

QHERIFFS.—W. M. Fowler, 1848; R. D. Miller,
1850; Charles D. Townsend, 1851-1852; M.
Beaupre, 1852-1854; H. M. Day, 1854-1856; Jon-
athan Raymond, 1856-1858; Wright Murphy,
1858.1860; Dwight Ladd, 1860-1862; Ami D.
Newton, 1862-1864; John A. Newell, 1864-1866 ;
Jonas Seely, 1866-1868; Joseph D. Kern, 1868-
1872; Ami D. Newton, 1872-1886; Geo. E. Ack-
erman, 1886-1890; Morgan A. Skinuer, 1890-
1894; Geo. E. Ackerman, 1894-1898; Samuel
Normandin, 1896-1902; Gus H. Voss, 1902-1906;
Samuel Normandin, 1906-1910; J. R. Hender-
son, 1910-1914.

CouNTy TREASURERS.—Jeremiah J. Cole, 1849-
1853; Asahel Newton, 1853-1857; H. S. Hum-
phrey, 1857-1863; R. W. Casus, 1863-1865; John
C. Taylor, 1865-1869; Milton E. Cornell, 1869-
1873; Tunis S. Serrine, 1873-1877; Milton K.
Cornell, 1877-1881; William Hill, 1882-1886;
Geo, Elliott, 1886-1890; David C. Jenson, 1890-
1894, died July 13, 1891; R. N. Newton, 1891-
1894 ; Geo. Ammerman, 1894-1896, died Oct. 10,
1896G; Walter Foster, 1896-1898; Clarence S.
Williams, 1898-1902; Samuel Naden, 1902-1906 ;
Edward Budd, Jr., 1906-1910; Arthur P. Hill,
1910-1914.

CounNTy SURVEYORS.—Lyman G. Bennett, 1869-
1871; Joel H. Jenks, 1871-1879; Carson Philips,
1879-1884; Newton Young, 1884-1886; Orson
Dolph, 1886-1904; Ivan L. Smith, 1904-1912,

CoroNERs.—Orris W, Grant, 1874-1878; 1. E.
Bennett, 1878-1882; R. A. McClellan, 1882-1892;
Frank H. Lord, 1892-1900; Amosa E. Field,
1900-1904 ; T. B. Drew, 1904-1912.

CHAPTER XVI

MEDICAL PROFESSION

THE FAMILY » DOCTOR—THE MODERN COMPARED
WITH THE PIONEER SUMMONS—A HARD LIFE IN
EARLY DAYS—THE PIONEER PHYSICIANS OF KEN-
DALL UOUNTY—-ORGANIZATION OF THE KENDALL

COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIE’I‘Y———F]RST

IMPORTANT BODY—PRESENT op OFFIcppg

FICERg,

(B Bk M(-(fle]l:lnd)

The kind face of the family
the first which greets us gas

% . y ¥
eyes, we gain our first glimpge of thi:(f-n-dmng
it is often one of the last to hiq ys g,
we close those same eyes, and fq) arewel] 44

3 1 to Slear
the long journey to the shadowy T eep fop
o ey . . yond, |
life’s physical ills, the doctor IS iZericn: 1 a

é s rally

confidant and friend. In thege days of nb the
progress, a physician can he Summoneg l‘lo.aern
ephone and his aid and advice secureq iy ¥ tel-
moments, as he probably comes iy his ;ffw
car, but conditions were very different “%or
Kendall County was in its pioneer gays Thin
there were not only no easy methods of Q(Jmn]i]l]_
nicating with the physician, but traipeq nurses
and modern appliances were unknowy, Thé
early practitioner, called to the bedside of gyf.
fering by one of the men who had ridden many
miles, possibly, on horseback, after the day‘};
rounds had been completed, and the horses had
been taken from the wagon, in responding had
to bear with him his entire equipment in a pair
of saddle bags. Riding horseback over the path-
less prairie, or through the forest, fording
streams, toiling through the deep mud, he would
arrive at the distant cabin of the settler, where
the anxious faces of those who had awaited him
through the long hours brightened, and he was
given a welcome equal to that which would have
been accorded some supernal being. No white
capped nurse stood ready to help him, but effi-
cient service was rendered by the mother or
other members of the family, and it is doubtful
if those early physicians would have 15”0“'2
how to get through a serious spell of eSS
without the dependable middle-aged “"‘m‘f":
either of the family or neighborhood, wh.lo t?]e
ways stood ready to “nurse.” Hard W&* the
life of the early practitioner, and brave W& o
fight he made against disease and dE'ﬂﬂ].. :E‘PIU
crude equipment and methods which o ~{m1n
impossible. Still, from his work and fbmn;-
have come the remarkable achie"emeuts-(; these
ern practice and all honor must be P1% oa K00
men, both in Kendall County OF i [(116; evel
the sacrifices which they so gladly I_I}a“.ithnnf
to giving up their lives, and always
commensurate compensation.

—— S i

——
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