The Chicago Tribune, 31 July 1895, p. 3, col. 1-2

JUDGE CATON IS DEAD. |

PIONEER OITIZEN AND BMINBHT'
JURIST PASSES AWAY, ;

Denth Tukes I'lace at Ilis Neostdonce, No.

1900 Calumet Avonue=Two Yenrs Ago

- Judge Cnton Hnd a Strakoe of "avalysis,

and from Its Effects o Noevor Reocov-

ered=="hysieally Mo Was Incapueltated,

put Mentally 1o Was Untouched=1fis-
tary of Ilis Great Life,

Judge John Dean Caton died at his vesi-
dence, No. 1900 Calumet avenue, at 1:30

- o'clock yesterday morning. Judge Caton
pecume unconsclous shortly after 3 o’'clock
Monday afternoon and did not regain con-
gelousness to tho hour of his death,

‘’wo years ngo Judge Caton had a stroke
of paralysis, and from Its effects he never
recovered. Physically he was incapneitated
grom more than slight exertion, but his:nind
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JUDGE JUNN DEAN CATON.

waus untouched and remained clear save dur-
fng his unconsclous moments until the end.
Sunday was the sixticth anniversary of his
wedding. His wife dled three years uyo.

‘fhe Sunday prior to July 2 Arthur J. Caton
took his father driving. Itwas thelast timo
the Judge left his house. 1fe bad a chill, con-
gestiva in its nature, July 2, and from that
time ho grew constantly wenker., Lor the
Just two weeks Judge Caton was consclous
only at Intervals. At3 o'clock Monday aft-
ernoon he regained his facultics and called
for his son by numne. Mr. Caton, who was
in n room ndjoining, went at once to his fa-
ther's bedshle. Judge Caton recognized him
and asked after bis daughter and his son’s
wife. Mra. Arthur J. Caton. Jle was an-
swered and understood whut was sald. 1le
gald: “Tell them good-by."’ Then ho le-
came |lllCDllB(‘lﬂllH onve more, Ill\ll s0 re-
mutned untit his death yesterday morning.

Arrangements for the funcral have not yet
heen made, It will be held probubly, how-
ever, Baturday, There will be a short serv-
fee at the houso and the renutins will be tak-
n to Ottawa, where they wili he Interred by
the side of those of Judge Caton’s wife.

Mra. A. J. Caton is at Bar Harbor and
Judgo Caton’s daughter 18 In Burope. Deil-
nite funcral arrangements will bo mado as
roon us communicution with them has been
had,



SKETCH OF JUDGE CATON’S CAREER.

Nounds Out o Long Lifo of Singular Activ-
ity nnd Succoss.

The denth of Chief Justice Caton rounds
cut n long and distinguished career, intercst-
ing in itself and marvelous in its environ-
ments, I3orn Mareh 19, 1812, he was contem-
porancous with earijest Chicago, the time
when the first Fort Dearborn was still stand-
fng, for ho was 4 months old when the tort
waus burned and the garrison and citizens
massacred At the building of tho new fort
he was 4 years old; at the opening and bulld-
fng up of the first streets (1833, the year of
his arrival) he was o1; at the flood ot 1818 he
was 36; at the breaking out of the war he
was 48; at tho time of the great firo he was

L

ftobert Caton, first of the name to cross

the Atlantie, was of lrish birth and served
in the British army, but had come over and

settled in Maryland early in the last century.
{''he name of Caton ranks high in Baltl-
more.] His son Robert wus born [1701] at
nis father’s plantation in that State, and
though so young he took purt in tho revo-
lutionury war. JAfter the peaco he secttled
on the banks of tho Hudson. e had six-
teen children, John Dean being the fifteenth,
the third Ytha third wife, Hannah Dean.
They were Quakers and John was brought
up in that faith. In 1810 ho was taken by
his mother, then a widow, to Onelda County’,
N. Y., where, in sirajtened circumstances,
he was brought up, and recelved the begin-
niugs of a common school cducation. AtV
yoenrs old ho was sct at work, his 1irst earn-
ings—at §2.50 a month—being represented
by a quarter of beef brought proudly home
to his mother. * :

work even at such wages was scarce and
he had his winters at school, until, at 13,
pursuant to his futher's wishes, he was sel
to learn a trade. ISven thus carly he felt
the beginning of the ghadow which clouded
the ¢nd of his life; his eyes troubled him,
the trade had to be given up, and, at 17, we
find him lving with his mother at Utlea, N.
Y., where he had the priceless hoon of n
torm ut the academy, during which he man-
uged to help his mother's slender income
with money ecarned by teaching and by
surveyling.

Boginnlng at Law.

At the achool of Mr. Grosvenor, in tome,
N. Y., he lecarned something of the classics;
and, while sull teaching und studying, ho
showed his lifelong bent by doing a little
practice in the Justice courty. At 10 he
enterel the law office of Beardsley & Matte-
son, in Utlea, as a student, and after that
of James il. Collins, who in later yoears
woved to 1llinois and beeamno his partner
and o very well-known practitioner at the
Chicago bar,

John was now of age, and had by this time
fallon in Jove with Miss Laura Adelaide
Bherrill of New Hartford, Oneidn County.
With this as an added incentive to c¢fort
und enterprise he started  for the Woest.
1lis bold mova was spontancous, his exact
destination quite unfixed. The krie Canal
took him to Buffalo, the steamer Bheldon
Thompson to Detrolt, a stage to Ann Arbor,
and a wagon to \White Pigeon. Dr. Temple,
a true ploncer of Chicago (father of Mrs.
loyne, who died but a few weeks since),
¢hanced to be in White Pigeon getting

sawed lumber,” that rare luxury, to build
tha historic Temple Building on Lake street.
lils acquaintance was quickly made and the
result was the young man’s embarkation
on Temple’s raft of limber, In navigating
which down the St. Joseph's River to Lake

Michigan young Caton’s great strength
fmne fn use, He crossed the lauke on the
tumhcr—lndcn schooner Arladne and landed
“l"?lll it on the well-remembered sand splt

'llf:h of old pushed the river mouth down to
about where Mudison sircet now 8. =

The next occurrence of enduring import-
g;lce in his life was his marringe (1835) to
h 158 Sherrill and their romantic wedding
c"h. a part of which, from Buffalo to Chi-
lﬂl:o was by the schooner Queen Char-
r".‘,lc- one 8f the vessecls captured in Per-
b{. s victory on Lake lirle. The vessel had
. en sunk In the action and lain on the bot~
tﬂ"‘ of the lake for twenty years, and was
3 en raised and put in commission. A can-
l'nn ball was imbedd-d in its side and ex-
:‘Jﬂl great interest in tho minds of her pas-
)’e'{gf‘l's. ‘T'he union of the young Western
ct:\\l)_cr with the lovely lastern girl of his
i ltxe proved a perfect and ideal marriage,
“"‘3_ appy wedded lifa lasting until Mrs, Ca-
; Pns ‘-lt,‘u'l)\ only u yea e before her hushand,

183¢ Mr., Caton formed a partnership




with Norman B. Judd, and in the same year
ho built the firat dwelling within that part of
the ** 8chool Scction ™ which lies west of the
rivor, It stood on the southeast corner of
Climton and Harrison streets, a spot near
the present center of population, hut at
{2t thme go fur awuy from any other res-
fdence that the house was called the * pral-
rle cottage.” It stood, a well-known land-
mark, until burned in the great fire. Anobh-
server timed its destruction on that terri-

ble Sunday evening and found that after its -

Ahirty-six years of usefulness it took but
elght minutes to disappear utterly.

Aeoturns to Furming Again,

Fighteen thirty-geven, with its industrial
convulpion, was n severe blow to the young
lawyer. Added to his other troubles, his
health, failed under the unaccustomed con-
finement and Ilnck of open-air work. In
1838, acling under the advice of Dr.
Rrainard, he turned once more to his
old business of farming and cntered o
tract of land near Plainfield, which In sue-
cecding years he bullt up into a model farm,
aud which forms part of the great estato
left by him to his helrs. 13ul even while
guiding the plow and caring for the crops
he never gave up his law practice. Me tried
tho first jury case on the dockets of both
Kane and Wil Countles, as he had already

done for the first on that.of the County of
Cook.
In 1812 Mr. Caton was appointed an Asso-
I clute Justice of the Supreme Conurt of 1ili-
nois, and by successive clcetlons his service
on that beneh reached the unprecedented
length of twenty-two years, durlng the
larger part of which he held the exalted
station of Chief Justice. 1lis declaions,
though always terscly expressed and free
from argumentative or otherwise super-
fluous matter, fill an immense number of tho
pages of the Supreme Court Reports from
ITL Scammon to XXXIIL Illinols. Through
them all runs the stream of common sense
(which s common law) with a current
slrong, clear, wise, and just, reflecting the
| mind and heart of the great and upright
Judge,

The larger portion of the fortune left by
ex-Chlef Justice Caton sprang from tho
cleetric telegruph. At the outset this mat-
ter was in a manner thrust upon him, In

i *‘the *4us’ some Iriends who had Invested in
the rude, smaull, scattered, imperfect, and
unprofitable beginnings of this great sys-
tem in Illinois, finding their enterprise
stranded, thelr lines In a ruinous state, and
thelr money and credit gone, induced Judgo

Caton to attend for them a meeting held at |

La Salle, to which place he chanced to be go-
ing. The corporation was In debt to every-
body and had sunk so low that it could not
buy a pound of acid or a quire of stationery
oxcept for cash, although it controlled the
right for Illinois to all the Morse patents,
By Judge Caton's help the compuny was
reorganized, and he was made its President.
Under his guldance tho railways adopted
| the telegraph, and it soon became a public
necessity second only to the raflways them-
sclves. From that time forward its life waa
bound ap In his.  When any discournged
sharcholder wished to seli he was ready to
buy. When any new line was called for he
“ was ready to build it. During the war tho
sctvice was immensely extended, and finally,
when the gigantic Western Unlon was or-
ganized ho made such terms as constituted
fortunes for himself and his fellow-share-
holders,
His Mental and Physienl Power,

ring thig part of his life Justice Caton
scﬂ:"c::l;% knewl weariness, whether of mind
or body, both answering all demands upon
them without distress or oxhn‘umlon. 'lh'o
duties of his high office as Chief Juslhl,q
were completed so far as concerncd the dally
business of the.court, before he slept, no
matter how much of the night they.mlght
I}cqulre, and in those days that court kept
up with its dockel, liis powels us n man
of general affairs surprised himself, and the
administration of the business of the tele-
graph company, though vast and varled,
ranging from the shaping of legisiation
down to the purchase of timber and the em-
ployment of Inhor.l was a merve reereation to
less cnergles.

mlsn";g:i‘l Chief Justice Caton left the hench
and since then had devoted himself to thp
car? of his private interests, to literary pur-
sults, and to travel. Early In life ho was
an enthusiastic sportsman and a good shot,
and he had always been a most studious and
observant naturalist, having written books
and magazine articles on the game of tho
Wesat, which rank as authorities on their
gsoveral subjects. “Among his published
works are “I'he Antelopeand l)_e.er“ot Amerl-
ca.” “A Summer in Norway, Mlncelln'-.
nies,” and “fSnrly Bench and Bar of 11linols,

Itis diversion has becn the’ reading of



books of travel, a pursuit which engrossed
his letsure up to the last days of his life,
All works relating to African exploration
were delightful to him, and his retentive
memory enabled him to keep the thread of
the story and the pleture of the
country In his mind long after the fail-
ure of his eyes forced him to rely on others
to read to him. The very latest of all the
Icng Iina of these books to occupy his atten-
tion was the new edition of the ILewis and
Clark explorations, that mamorable expe-
dition sent in the early part of the present
century to find a path across the Rockies,

His latest published work is the “Iarly
Benceh and Bar of Illinols,” a handsome
volume, {Hustrated with nineteen portraits
of his old-time assoclutes on the Bupreme
RBonch, Much of the matter has appeared
in scattered arvticles contributed by him to
the Chicago Legal News, and that company
has done admirable work in the getting up
of ‘tho book. Its preparation occupled the
Iate Chlef Justice in the closing year of his
life and is a lasting testimonial to the fresh-
ness, strength, appreciation of humor, and
genuine literary ability which in his nature
endured so far beyond the so-called “natural
term of life” as to show no declino even
when the 80th milestone of the journey was
far past. Tho book, with its history, hiog-
raphy, legal lore, ‘local color,’” anccdote,
romance, pathos, and genuine fun, I8 a de-
light to the lover of real life In the West—
or the East, North, and South, for that mat-
ter.

tis Eyosight Saved.

Somo years ago Justice Caton’s eyes, al-
ways his mont vulnerable point, began to
show the appronch of cataract. It was
near his 80th birthday he decided to have
the operation of “‘couching® performed, that
wonderful proceeding by which the sur-
geon's Instrurients are made to lift up the
pupil of the eye and remove the obstructlion
which has grown on the inner surface, To
this operation the octogenarfian submitted
heroleally, refusing tho use of anwsthetles
to mitigate its terror. The experiment was
partly successful, and up to the beginning
of 1893, by the aid of bright light and the
strongest glasses, he could still enjoy some
lttle of that solace of the aging mind—the
perusal of books. But the ald of a reading
attendant, which had already been in use
for a long time, grew more and more need-
ful, and the old jurist's last look at a print-
ed page was taken some time in the summer
of 1893, ’ ‘

e Judge's greatest trial, next to the loss
orT ;:mft. xgns the gradual fallure of his limba
to equal tho task of supporting his still
massive frame. In youth and middle age
he had been, as has already been observed, |
a glant in strength. 1iis helght at maturity
was over 0 feet and his welght at one time
much more than 200 pounds. At the same
time ho was af tireless activity, and nothinyg |

pleased him 80 well as unecounted miles of
walking in pursait of game, ‘Tiierefore the
loss of the power of unrestricted ).como-
tlon was one more severe call upen his phi- |
losophy. |
8ti1l he did not repine To one who was in-
timate enough to visit him often and talk
freely he said: **I do not lament the ad-
vanco of nge and the loss of facuitics; not
one bit. I enjoy imy ife and thankfully rec-
ognize the numberless compensations and
alleviations that are mercifully left to me.
No; T am well content,” .
« Intercourse with him during theso closing
years was full of pleasure and profit,npt only
in the contemplation of the calm and cheer
that 11l the instrueted and philosophle soul,
even in extreme old ege, but.also in the un-
failing Interest awakened by tho reminis-
cences of the old ploncer, looking back at the
carly, simple days ot his chosen city with a
memory which had grown brighter as the
trivial matters of luve years were cleared
away and lost gight of; nature’s pleasant
fashion of softening man’s closing scene.
To hear Judge Caton and another of the
men of I8, Bilas 13, Cobb, tallkk of
the occurrences on the oozy margin of the
Chicago creeck In the days when South
Walter street was almost the only business
thoroughfare was betler than a play. Each
of the slmple tales was a bit of homely vil-
lngé6 life; trivial in itself, but made striking
by the marvelous events which, in the same
place and within the same lifetime, have
transformed a mud-bank into n metropolis,
Judge Caton lost a beloved daughter, her
mother’s namesake, in 1801, and in 1892 Mrs,
Caton alsgo passed awny—the breaking up of
one of the most perfect and flawless unions
ever formed hetween man and woman,
These berenvements were horne with out-
ward dignity and ealmness, but it was plain
to sco that the attachment to life was weak-
ening as tendril after tendril was broken, In
August, 1803, a stroke of partial paralysis
supervened, and thence forward the Judge's
spivit, though equally brave, was less bright
than before, and then some complications
avose wherein physical pain (to which he had
been through life nimost a stranger) had its
part; and so at Jast the appronch of death
was welcomed by the aged sufferer and
halled as a relief and releage,



