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SECOND COURT HOUSE.

The second court house was built of brick and W:':‘lS about f01:’ty feet SqQuare,
It was erected in 1839, on the southeast corner of th_e square,” now ‘meoln
Square. The building as the years rolled on became madeguate and i 13?0)
the county having by that time become largely populated, t}ps temple of justice
was found to be altogether too small and rooms were repted in the Powers block,
where part of the county’s business was transacted until 1892, when the present

ildi cupied.

bm]'(Ii‘!I?egpt,:sser?tccoirt house was built, on the corner of Water and Wood streets,
in 1891. The cost was about $100,000 for the building, and probably $10,000
has been spent on furniture. The building is of rough stone.' thre? stories in
height, with a tower on the corner, and is one of the many imposing and at-
tractive structures of the city.

MACON COUNTY JAILS.

Macon county has had three jail buildings. The first was erected in Novem-
ber, 1832, and was of hewed logs about twelve inches square. The building itself
was about twelve feet square and had two rooms, one above the other. It was
located on the northwest corner of Water and Prairie streets. Later, the build-
ing was moved to the northwest corner of Wood and Church streets and four
years thereafter was destroyed by fire.

The second building erected for a jail was constructed of brick in 1843, there
having been no place of confinement for the unruly from the burning of the old
one up to this time. This second building was a brick one, two stories in height
and contained two cells. It stood on the same corner as the first one. In 1868
another building was erected, the second one (having outgrown its uses for
county purposes when it) was turned over to the city for its delinquents. This
third jail was built of stone and in dimensions was fifty feet long and forty feet
wide. It had twenty-four cells. The cost of this building was $45,000. Ad-
joining the jail a residence for the sheriff, or jailor, was built. A large and sub-
stantial addition has been made in later years.

THE BENCH AND BAR.

The men who knew the first lawyers of Macon county are getting very scarce,
and consequently tradition must be depended upon.

Charl_es Emmerson is said to be the first lawyer who settled in this county.
I“.Ie. siivived and was for a long time on the circuit bench and there are yet
living older lawyers who practiced before him. He was a most excellent judge;
afman of dis_tinguished ability as a lawyer, He was a member of the convention
?heliézg;- e\:Shlc;mhf.ormed the present cfonstitution of the state of Illinois, and left
J b ;J is t.:haractexj on that 1'nstru'rnent. The bar of this county and the
1 Pl'ac'tl_ced at it have given 1t state wide reputation. It has be.en

Or its ability, In the earljer days distinguished men bore a part in its
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Lieutenant Colonel Ansel Tupper was killed at Shiloh ; Colonel N. W. Tupper
died of exposure and disease contracted in the army ; Colonel Boyd died of the
effects of a wound received in battle. ‘
Eliser M. Thorpe was an early member of the bar. He still survives, living
in the northwest. Judge William Prather and others not now recalled were early
mbers.
i William E. Nelson came to the bar as early as 1857, from Tennessee, and
yet goes regularly to his office, though a man of advanced age. He served as a
commissioner, with two others, for the revisal of the statutes under the COIlStlt!:I—
tion of 1870 by appointment of Governor Palmer. He 3.1150 served one term in
the house of representatives, also the short term as circuit judge, and two terms
nty judge. .
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Edward P, Vail practiced here for a considerable time. He was state’s
attorney one term and went to the bench in the cireuit. He has now removed
s Ch'tcago and established an excellent practice.

Kirby Benedict was one of the very earliest members of this bar, and de-
serves mention as a man of marked ability. He is believed to be still Jiving
somewhere in the west.

This brief sketch is written from memory, without reference to past records,
and doubtless omits names of men either dead or removed, all worthy of mention.

The younger members named in the list of the present bar are all young men
of learning, ability and promise, and will doubtless maintain the character of
the bar, It may truthfully be said of the Macon county bar that it has held,

and holds rank with any county in Illinois.
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ry of this county, written and published in 1876, one of the best

author of a histo

eve;tw:;tﬁz- i, otk after leaving the supreme bench of the state,
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Thornton was a member of tl’](’:‘ bar for some time. It may b?

g:;ifeeﬂ?!;gg?i);ned,hto? th;;;hiznlﬁiy has furnished to the bench of the circuit
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five ;;llgg;:i ;}lizc; fvoul d be incomplete did m.:)t the name of Isaac R.. Mills ap-
He came to Decatur a young main, 1l ¥879, and soon acqu?r.ed stand-
ing at the bar and rapid_ly grew to be a commanding force mdt-he }‘11')'011t1<:sjE of .the
county and in central Illinois. He was a man of tale.nt, learned in his profession.
He filled the office of city attorney for three successive terms of two years each,
and was the efficient state’s attorney of the county for twel_v-e years. He became
revenue collector for the district in 190I and was exercising the office at his
death. He was killed July 3, 1904, in a railroad accident at Litchfield, Illinois,
His death was a loss to the bar of the county and the community, and was uni-
versally deplored.

George W. Powers was one of the early practitioners at the bar in Decatur.
He was admitted to the bar in 1843 and died in the fall of 1848.

S. G. Malone, a native of Ohio, was admitted to the bar of Indiana in 1848
and subsequently became prosecuting attorney of Vermilion county in that state.
He came to Macon county in 1856 and settled in Decatur, forming a partnership
with William S. Freese. Mr. Freese retired from the firm and Judge Prather
became a member.

K. H. Roby came to Illinois in 1858 from the state of New Hampshire, first
making his home at Salem, in Marion county. There he read law in the office
of Bryan & Shaffer. He came to Decatur in 1860 and finished his preparation
for the practice of law in the office of Tupper & Nelson. He was admitted to the
bar in 1862. Mr. Roby afterward formed a partnership with Judge William E.
Nelson, which continued until Judge Nelson was elevated to the bench.

Brice R. Sterritt was a native of Pennsylvania and came to Decatur in the fall
of 1867, w'here he entered the office of Emmerson & Smith. He was admitted
tSO t'l:fl bar in the fall of 1868 and afterward formed a partnership with John W.

mith. :
mm’rl;féogzrsnlge came fr?m the cciunt_\c of Limerick, Ireland,‘ in 1855'. He re-
v s ofeg Jlf‘rsﬁ in 1860 to Spnngﬁel.d, afterward stu_d1ed law in Decatur

C. A. Fwin .wals UTPI'}Y, and was admitted to.the bar in 1.869.
graduated froni; the zll::atwic}f Kentuck}.” removing to Illinois in 1850. He
member of the law firm o: )EZ av:;r. SCh'OOI i e 2
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; , erward read law in the office of Nelson & Roby, in
Decatur. He was admitted to the bar in 18 - o
. Edward Park, also a native of New Yyokand . fin ('}Ei'ce o
in Belleville, where he began the study of {31' ey =F mEE Rt
Was admitted to the bar, He came ti Ma:w - 1857-‘ B e e ]'w
on county in 1860, taught school in

Decatur an
o yea:is wz;_sI elected county superintendent of schools, which office he filled
- He began the practice of law in 1870.

pear in it.



mitted to the bar in 1870 and in May of th
pegan the practice of his profession, at year came to Decatur, where he

Josiah M. Clokey,
in 1873 e .
I. D. Walker was an Ohian, who came to Tl
ino e
Macon county a-nd th:':tt year .he began the practice ;Sf llt; ;8::.1\/[1875 found him in
year took up his residence in Decatur. He subsequently forn?rga’ but the next
with Thomas Lee. ed a partnership

. C. Hostettler was a native of India _
Hejfead law in the office of Eden & OdoT a;de I\:lem;il?nitt(:e? ican;r s
began practice of the law in 1875, forming a partnership with E. K e

John A. Brown, a native of Massachusetts, came to Macon C(.) - Eldridge.
and was admitted to the bar in 1876. unty in 1865,
Zach. T. Hundley was a native of Virginia and came to Illinois in 18
taking up his residence in Macon county in 1871. He was admitted to the t?:?x"
in 1877, and in July of the same year opened an office in Maroa. In 1879 he
opened an office in Decatur and the same year formed a partnership with Judge

William E. Nelson.
Harvey Pasco became a resident of this county in 1862, and in 1871 he was
admitted to the bar, after which he opened an office in Decatur.

on Ohi 1
1an by birth, became 2 member of the bar of Decatur

PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE MACON COUNTY BAR.

W. H. Black, W. Nay Boggess, Baldwin & Carey (James S. Baldwin and
W. J. Carey), Buckingham & Gray (I. A. Buckingham and J. M. Gray), Lee
Boland, C. M. Borchers, Ralph Bauer, J. M. Clokey, D. C. Corley, Hugh Crea,
W. T. Cussins, C. A. Dennison, Argenta, Ralph Dickinson, C. F. Evans, John
Evans, J. J. Finn, R. E. Gray, Gilbert & Wierman (S. W. Gilbert and E. V.
Wierman), Fred Grady, Hutchison & Park (David Hutchison and E. S. Park),
Hugh W. Housum, J. C. Hostetler, Henson & Albert (James A. Henson and
J. M. Albert), Claire Hutchin, Hill & Drew (D. D. Hill and T. F.'Drew), Jack
& Deck (T. B. Jack and Jesse Deck), J. M. Lee, LeForgee & Vail (C. _C. Le-
Borgee and Robert Vail), John C. Lee, John H. McCoy. For a long time an

efficient Justice of the Peace. E. S. McDonald, A. McIntosh, McGinley & Wiley

(W. J. McGinley and F. R. Wiley), P. L. Miller, Henry H Morey, M(:I\Iiﬂ];ln
& McMillen (Rolla C. and Clark A.), J. W. Montgomery, Mills Brotheg E : &
and Walter H.), L. A. Mills, John A. Montgomery, W. E. Neléon‘, zntgnw
Roby, Ewing & McCullough (W. C. Outten, F. C. Roby, C. A. t::;lgattomey.
G. McCullough), H. Pasco, Redmon & Hogan i 'R}fdmonr;ts judge, C. E,
and John Hogan), B. F. Shipley, Maroa, O. W. Smith, Cotu i; Jsmitl’1 S
Schroll, A. T. Summers, H. H. Scurlook, L. H. Shelley, %\kfleft:: and Jac,ob H.
Van Cleve, Blue Mound, Walters & Latham (C. C:r V?fhitlse and John R.
Latham), A. G. Webber, Whitley & Fitzgerald (J. 1- y

Fitzgerald), C. M. Weilepp, Jacob L. Walden.
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