THE BENCH AND BAR.

The prosperity of a people depends as much upon

a wise interpretation as on a ]‘11c11¢510}15 ‘frammg of its

Jaws. The advocate 1s as l‘l(i(.‘cslstlf')‘ as t!u: lawgiver;

the Bench and Bar as lnd1§1)6115c1b e as the (n)\"ern:(':r and

Legislature. Nowhere else has the legal profession ex-

ercised a more powerful influence in framing the laws

4 molding the destinies of the people than in the

Ta}lnited States. Here they form the leading political
class, being the most thoroughly educated in all that
appertains to the civil life of the nation.

“"In the State of Illinois their influence has been para-
mount from the first. Nearly all the great names con-
nected with its early history are also to be found on the
roll of lawyers. They have been .leaders of the people,
not alone, as was to be expected, in the domain of law,
but in every intelieptual, morgl, educational, charitable
and even commercial enterprise.  And the firm stand
taken by the profession against repudiation, in the dark
period of 1837 to 1842, was creditable to their judg-
ment and worthy of the leadership they had tacitly
assumed. :

It is now half a century since Chicago began to have
a Bench and Bar of her own, in 1833, and in every im-
portant crisis of her history since then, in each succes-
sive step of the petty hamlet toward metropolitan great-
ness, lawyers have been among her most active leaders
and most influential counselors. They soon attained
among the members of the profession throughout the
State the prestige that always attaches to commercial
centers, which the rapid growth and concentration of large
(interests here have exceptionally enhanced. The
wealth of clients, corporate and individual, has stimulat-
ed the powers of the profession, until to stand among
one’s brethren of the Chicago Bar, well toward the front
With name untarnished, is perhaps the most enviable
Pposition that can be reached by a citizen.
- THE Jupiciary UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF
1818.—The fourth article of the constitution of 1818
Instituted a judiciary for the new State by the following
Provisions:
The judicial power of this State shall be vested in one
> court, and such inferior courts as the general assembly
‘to time ordain and establish.
upreme Court shall be holden at the seat of govern-
ave an appellate jurisdiction only, except in cases
evenue, in cases of mandamus, and in such cases of
as may be required to be tried before it.
Supreme Court shall consist in a chief justice and three
ly two of whom shall form a quorum. The number
however, be increased by the General Assembly

ices of the Supreme Court and the judges of the

be appointed by joint ballot of both branches
/, and commissioned by the governor and
ing good behavior until the end of the
ral assembly, which shall be begun and
in the year of our Lord 1324, at
1l expire; and until the expiration
respectively, shall hold circuit courts
ch manner and at such times, and shall
tion as the General Assembly shall
aforesaid period the justices
sioned during good behavior
not hold circuit courts, unless re-

(luril?g.' golt;lcllelnlél}lllaﬁ'ei;?fbﬂtef(;:;(i:;o:e:g%urtilRha“ hold their offices
be suffcient ;zmund! for in-lpt:ﬂ.chme'nl:na bctﬁauie. "Vhldl b
supreme and inferior courts, shall be ren'w\ ?1 f o }Hdges of b
dress of two-thirds of each branch of the E,U il by
vided always, that no member of eiEher‘;n?:rri];e_*isemm'w' e

o i ouse of the General
1?‘?52?1?:}:“?1?r n;::\}{)er_son connected with a member by consanguin-
o r‘cmm'a'.l' 5 Liih(})t;ﬂlgp?‘;::cd to f“”}:he vacancy occasioned by

- 1, s stices of the Supreme Court, ing
:i:(tllll-szrilr]l]i‘]r:‘rlﬁn appointment, shall receive anpannual h(‘l]illl‘\' ‘nl»:'lr:;?wz
ok ollars, pay able quarter-yearly out of the public treasury.

1€ judges of the inferior coucts, and the Justices of the Supreme
Court who may be appointed after the end of the first session E))f ch
General Assembly which shail be begun and held after the first day
(?f January, in the year af our LordLIFiz.-;, shall have adequate and
t&r{:sﬁiﬁn?ﬂszﬁzl:.s, which shall not be diminished during their con-

6. The Supreme Court, or a
the circuit courts or the justices t
their own clerks,

75 :-'I\]lpro‘cess. writs, and other proceedings shall run in the
name of ** The people of the State of Illinois.” All prasecutions
shall be carried on ‘* In the name and by the authority of the peo-
ple of the State of Illinois,” and conclude *
dignity of the same.”

_ 8. A competent number of justices of the peace shall be ap-
pointed in each county, in such manner as the General Assembly
may direct, \\:hose time of service, power, and duties shall be regu'-
kltfid and defined by la_w._ And justices of the peace, when so ap-
pointed, shall be commissioned by the governor,

Accordingly the State was divided into four judicial
circuits, in which the chief justice and his three asso-
ciates performed circuit duties until 1824. By an act of
December 29, 1824, the State was divided into five
judicial districts, and five circuit judges ordered to be
elected by the General Assembly. These were to per-
form all circuit duties, relieving the Supreme Court of
that labor, and were to continue in office during good
behavior, as provided in the constitution,

But this was soon regarded as a piece of legislatir
extravagance. Four judges of the Supreme Court at
$800 each, and five of the Circuit Court at $6oo each,
or in all, $6,200 annually. It was therefore repealed,
January 12, 1827, and the State was again divided into
four Circuit Court districts, to each of which was as-
signed one of the justices of the Supreme Court. Two
years later, January 8, 1829, it was found necessary to
create a fifth circuit, to include the whole region north
of the Illinois River, and for it a judge was chosen by
the General Assembly, the justices of the Supreme
Court doing duty in the four circuits south of that
river. :

CHICAGO'S EARLIEST JUpIcIary.—Before treating
of the Bench and Bar of Chicago in the stricter sense
of judges and lawyers, assembling amid customary :tm%
roundings, made respectable by the inherent majesty of
law, if ot by outward pomp and court for‘ms. ].t_'f
thought proper to refer to the earhesv:'_ rvepre‘benmtl\ es
and processes of law in the future city. 28 as

As in the traditional history of ancient nations, t 1|c
warlike conqueror and founder of empire 1S alw tl}-b‘t.ﬂ‘;
lowed by the pacific lawgiver and civil o.rg‘n;u'i.r. Ulu:
so by curious coincidence did n.'happen‘ ‘m ‘tlu' lp-l‘atttH
tined metropolis of the Great West. ~ Scarce _?.hh.ll ; :
military outpost of Fort Dearborn been esgab_hb fu : hL
fore a lawyer came here to reside:; and as if yet further

majority of the justices thereof,
hereof shall respectively appoint

‘Against the peace and
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to justify the parallelism, he came 1|1 tgf';r;é:rfjhse;f
order and justice. Reference 1s made tri)”-)x_‘:] Kemuck;-
a lawyer of Virginia, and aftf;rwarc_l _]U(jhl.l_} 1 e
and Arkansas, who came here 1n 1805, as the frs

Agent, : f . ;
® T'he earliest mention in the legal records of the State

of a Chicago Justice of the Peace, is th:': fn”r»nzli?ﬁ_:
- g 821, at the second term of Ithc Commiss !
L il : upon motion of Abraham
ers Court of Pike County, upon Mot ded
e hn Kinzie was recommendec
Beck, Judge of Probate, Johr op S
as a suitable person for Justice of the Peace. e
was then in Pike.

At a term of the Com
County, held Decemberl 2.
recommended for Justice of the Peace.

in Fulton. :
ther}’e{zzrlut County, including the region of ChiCﬂg"v was
set apart from Fulton County, January 13, 1825, and on
the same day Austin Crocker and — Kinsey Sl
confirmed by the State Senate as Justices of the Peace
for the new county. There is no reason to doubt that
«___ Kinsey” was intended for John Kinzie, who,
however, was not commissioned until July 28, 1825. He
was, therefore, not only the first resident Justice in
Chicago, but one of the first two confirmed for Peoria
County. It seems probable, in the absence of any men-
tion of his having performed the duties of the office,
that the previous indorsements had not been followed by
a formal appointment or commission.

Alexander Wolcott and Jean Baptiste Beaubien were
made Justices September 10, 1825; and they and Kinzie
were judges of election in Chicago precinct December
7, 1825. John L. Bogardus, of Peoria, Assessor of
Chicago in 1825, was appointed Justice January 13,
18326,

JusTices MapE ELecTIvE—By a law of December
30, 1826, Justices were made elective, and their term of
office extended to four years. A supplemental act of
February 9, 1827, continued in office those previously
appointed until the election of successors. In Chicago,
Wolcott and Beaubien were re-commissioned December
26, 1827, having been elected by the voters of the pre-
cinct, or perhaps continuing in virtue of the law referred
to. There are on record at least five marriages by
Beaubicn, two in 1828, and three in 1830, but none by
Wolcott; and no trials by either. John S, C. Hogan was
elected July 24, and commissioned October 9, 1830; and
Stephen Forbes was elected November 23, 1830.
Chicago was still in Peoria County.

Of the four Justices of Cook County, commissioned
Ma:y 2, 1831, only one, William See, was a resident of
'Chicagcf. Another, Archibald Clybourne, did not reside
in the Chicago of that day, although what was then his
farm is now within the city limits. Russel E. Heacock
became a Justice September 10, 1831 ; and was probably
the first Justice before whom trials were held. Isaac
Harmon was elected June 4, 1832 ; perhaps to succeed
See. }ustl_ces Heacock and Harmon seemed to have
served until August, 1835. They are both mentioned
as Justices in the Chicago American of July 11, 1835 ;
and Harmon was re-elected, August 9, 1835, Mean-
while John Dean Caton was elected Justice July 12
1834, by one hundred and eighty-two votes out of a
total of two hundred and twenty-nine, the remaining
forty-seven being given to his competitor, Dr. Josiah
C. Goodhue. He continued in office probably until
August, 1835, and is said to have then given but little
promise of the success which afterward marked his
career as Justice of the Supreme Court of lllinois. E.

missioners Court of Fulton
1823, John Kinzie was again
Chicago was

W. Casey was elected Justice of the Pe
1835, but did not Serve long.

Tue Circult CourT.—By an act of l-'t:hruary 16
1831, it was llrt’)\«’llh:f‘ that “ The counties of Cook. La.
Salle, Putnam, Peoria, Fulton, Schuyler, Adamsg i*{ezd-
cock, McDonough, Knox, Warren, Jo Daviess 1\‘4 s
Rock Island and Henry shall constitute the Fi%th
cial Circuit * * Richard M. Young shall
cuit duties in the Fifth Judicial Circuit, *
shall be two terms of the Circuit Court held anng
each of the counties. * *  In the county of
on the fourth Mondays in April and second Mond
September.

It will be nn‘tu:ed that _thl.s‘ circuit embraced such djs.
tant points as Galena, Quincy, Peoria and Chicago, and
the 1>|f‘t{:_en _al)nve-.namegl COUNties, NOW increase( by
sub-division into thirty-nine.

The Constitution of 1818 only ordained that the
Circuit Courts should have and exercise such jurisdic-
tion as the General Assembly should by law provide -
and by that body they had been endowed with juris:
diction 1n criminal and civil cases, and in the latter, hoth
at common law and in chancery.

Earry TErMS, 1831-34.—T'here is no little uncer-
tainty about the first terms of the Circuit Court in Chi-
cago. As stated, the county of Cook was organized in
the spring of 1331, and by the foregoing statute it was
entitled to a September term. If reliance can be placed
on a historical pamphlet on Chicago by Governor Bross,
issued in 1858, such a term was held or provided for
“at Fort Dearborn, in the brick house, and in the lower
room of said house.” At the funeral of Colonel Hamil-
ton in 1860, Judge Manierre also stated that the first
term was heid in September, 1831. And again in 1832,
in the same work of Mr. Bross, the Court of County
Commissioners is on record as ordering that the Sheriff
shall secure one or more rooms for the Circuit Court at
the house of James Kinzie, “ provided it can be done at
a cost of not more than ten dollars.” In confirmation
of the view that such court was held, the same work
states that Judge Young, accompanied from Galena by
Lawyers Mills and Strode, brought tidings to Chicago
of the disturbed state of the Indians, which culminated
later in the Black Hawk War. .

“In May, 1833,” says Charles Ballance in his history
of Peoria, “ Judge Young made his appearance in the
village of Peoria, and announced that he was on his
way to Chicago to hold court. * * On thisoccasion
I attended court at Chicago, partly to seek practice s
a lawyer, and partly to see the country.” _

“The first term of the Circuit Court held in Cook
County,” says Hon. Thomas Hoyne, “ was in Septem-
ber, 1833, by Hon. Richard M. Young. In 1834, he
also held the term in May."* This last, in the opinion
of Hon. J. D. Caton, was the first term held here, 0T "ft
least the first at which any law business was done. \\
cept an appeal from some Justice Court, which was N0-
1 on the docket of the Circuit Court of Cook Lt_)uﬂt.“_“
case tried by him, was the first ever tried in Chicag® ”:
any court of record; and this he is confident Wwas -;1
the May term in 1834. If this view is correct, "Ithnusl
Judge Young may have come to Chicago on any of &
of the years from 1831 to 1833, no regular court f“-‘b
held until the spring term of 1834, which in view © ¢
the facts may be accepted as the verdict of history. hi-

Tue First Law Orrice.—The first lawyer 1f ‘::It'r.
cago to make a living by his profession alone \\'&lﬁ‘(":m;_;
Spring ; and separated from him by a few days

* *The Lawycr us a Pioneer,"

ace, "\U:.‘,'U,‘it 9
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Dean Caton, who arrived June 19, 1833. I
\{;shnbu‘ little law business in Chicago then‘? but nirt?
= ding untoward appearances, both rose to emj.

:;noe and acquired wealth. Early in July, while s

ept office as Wwas facetiously said, “On the head of
2 barrel at the corner of Lake and Wells,” Caton ob-
tained his first case, which also proved to be Spring’s,
on the other side. It is here subjoined as “the first
jarceny case in Chicago ;" that is, the reader need
scarcely be told, the first to receive legal cognizance,
for not a little stealing had been done from “Lo” and
others, before that time.

In December, 1833, Mr. Caton rented of Dr. Tem-
ple the back room and attic of his “building ” on Lake
Street, converting the attic into a bedroom, and extend-
ing to Spring the courtesy of desk-room in the room
below, which thus became the first law-office in Chi-

Tae FirsT LARCENY Case.—The first larceny case
heard before a Justice of the Peace occurred in July,
1833. Mr. Hatch had been robbed of thirty-four dol-
lars in Eastern currency, at the tavern, and hired
Lawyer Caton to recover it. Suspicion rested on a
fellow-boarder who was arrested by Constable Reed
and taken before Squire Heacock for examination, fol-
lowed by a large part of the population. The search
had proved fruitless, and the prisoner was about to be
released amid many jeers at the legal fledgling who
had prosecuted the investigation. Just then Caton
detected a suspicious lump, which distended the cul-
prit’s stocking, and making a hurried grab, brought
forth the tell-tale roll of stolen bills. The constable
took charge of the prisoner, who was duly arraigned
the ensuing morning, with Spring and Hamilton as his
lawyers, who obtained a change of venue to Squire
Harmon, on the North Side. Afterward to satisfy the
public interest in this first case, Harmon adjourned to
the tavern on the West Side, where the public could
the young lawyers to the best advantage. “ The
court-rooms in those days,” says Arnold, ““ were always
crowded. To go to court and listen to the witnesses
and lawyers was among the chief amusements of the
fronqer settlements.”
ifty years later Judge Caton confessed that he had
Dever been more interested in a case. The criminal
:tas convicted, but escaped punishment by thedevice of
C;?"-biul, which seems to have been introduced into
< 1€ago at the same time as its earliest jurisprudence.
b ton obtained his fee of ten dollars out of the recov-
of th“?o“e)’, but Spring and Hamilton were cheated out
€Irs by the runaway thief.
_m:Anvszunzs OF A LAWYER IN SEARCH OF PrRAC-
E.—In the golden leisure of mature age Judge
: has often found pleasure in relating the following

“Clients were few, fees small and money running
]m;mh board bills fast maturing. It was in that first
mand the proceeds of the first larceny case were

% "€ OF going fast, when we both hired out tq carry the
 Nomt. OF a surveyor, who had just got a job on the
Si Returning at noon, we learned from R: T
'a party had been inquiring for a Jawyer,

*
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?:l?é vtvo :vord all partiality, it was agreed that he sh
proacheds t:lo our work in the afternoon. As heogld
F wl,]' hmdly groping through the thick and hiptl
» WhICh concealed us as we sat, while the choppegrs

client had hoped to obtain 3
larger fee a.ndpgvon the mor:e]:l?ti?;;?tti}i[
I had no difficulty in securing for my client a worthle
Judgment against an insolvent debtor, who was provess
to h‘fWE lost the ownership of the contested property.
In August, 1833, there resided in Chicago six or
seven free colored men, all of whom had come from
free States. The law-givers of Illinois, however, had
;10? contelpplated such a contingency, the earlier popu-
hanon having come mostly from slave States. The laws
ad provided that if a negro was found in the State
without free papers, he should be prosecuted and fined,
and, if necessary, sold to pay the fine. Some enemy of
the black man, or pro-slavery admirer of the black code,
or believer in the blessings of the peculiar institution
for the heaven-marked subject race, or possibly some
aspirant for political preferment at the hands of the
dominant party, which was largely under the control of
the slave-holding aristocracy of the South, felt it to be
his duty or his interest to prosecute these early repre-
sentatives here of the proscribed race. J. D. Caton
undertook their defense, and pleaded their case before
the Court of County Commissioners. This was putting
a very literal interpretation of judicial powers on the
rather euphemistic term court as applied to the board of
County Commissioners. But court was then the legal
designation of that body, and the young lawyer overcame
their natural modesty, or their unwillingness to assume
a function hitherto unheard of. They ended by acced-
ing to the learned jurist’s exposition of the Jaw, and as
the highest accessible representatives of the judiciary
of the sovereign State of Ilémcns, _tﬁhey gra?tefd t?i his
teful clients the required certificates ot lreedom,
Err}?ich were never questciloned and passed for excellent
free papers. Mr. Caton’s fee was a dollar from each of
beneficiaries.”
o Fl::’l‘ CHICAGO D:voncz.—u'l‘hat"t%nn in I-tIzty, 1?}\;54‘,_
« " says Judge Caton, “we all first met togethe
m“;:gnﬁnﬁn{shgd loft of the old Mansion House, just
north of where the Tremont now stands, 1S memorab[g
for witnessing the initial steps 1n the ﬁx:st of a loltllg an
unfinished line of divorce suits in Chicago. The PaE
ties to the suit were Angeline Vaughan, petitioner, 55
Daniel W. Vaughan, respondent. The petition To
dated April 12, and made returnable May 14, 1534,
tl?eeoutgome has not been learned. They had been

id
married July 9, I of the bride

bEinIng-sI'gb;/rItl}RDER TriaL—In the fall of 1834, in an

forty, on Dear-
i tore, about twenty feet by i
ggfr:l lgilli:itsbetween Lake and Wgter, ;nothger ti:trn:v c:::;
ircuit d by Judge Young. !
the Circuit Court was‘hel_ Ly
i as Circuit Judge, and the las .
o cl)a%vlfx?lrén (]313(1;?: County remained within the Fifth
C?:%iéial Circuit. It is memorable for trying the first
gmrder case in Chicago, and yet more for the resulting

Spring got the
victory, though

831, the maiden name
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i killing his
i ishman was arraigned for !
?v(i:?elflt;?ll(':l h?sn la{::;er, James H. Collins, succeeded in

i instruct the jury that if they
gettll(;lg {uﬁdng; h‘i{r?luggilt;,' ;f murder, as'.1 indicted, it was
c}?u_ c[ilt?ty to acquit, which they did. Thethere :::;,
::li(:;d to bring a verdict of maqslaughtti? ::z : ;zdt e

i i ut the crime ou |

flifﬁ%?ft;?ﬁesw:zd:nigled ]by the instructions of the

" i the lawyer.
couflt‘:f: %:22;2?15{?;“9, OF 'gm: Law.—From 1831'50
1834, and indeed for several years afterward, a_congs'lOt—.
erable part of the pleading and other law b;lstltrll:s =
Cook County was done by the.c:rcult-rxders of t > pthe
fession, of whom a few habitually accompamltle e
Judge from one county-seat to another, overt eThe
sparsely-settled section of northern Illinois. : d.ey
were residents of Galena, Peoria, Quincy, or other dis-
tant points. The riding was on horseback, or by _stage;
buggy or wagon, over unimproved roads, running a
intervals through miry swamps that were repderc;i pasls-
able only by the “ corduroy " logs and saplings, loosely
laid in the uncertain, yielding roadway, and across
swollen streams unprovided with bridges.

“The practice of riding the circuit in those early
days,” says Judge Goodrich, “ while it may be regarded
as the knight-errantry of the profession, was an admi-
rable training school to make ready and 'skillful prac-

At/ ok

titioners. The want of books compelled reliance upon
reason and leading principles. I doubt if a class of
lawyers can be found anywhere, as ready and skillful
special pleaders as the early practitioners upon the
country circuits.”

What could not conveniently be determined by au-
thority had to be decided by the processes of individual
reason. The elementary books and the comprehensive
principles of general law formed a solid foundation;
and the superstructure was largely their own reflections
and deductions, all the more available and serviceable
as the tools of their craft, because fashioned by each
one for himself. The result was a body of lawyers,
with powers of discrimination well developed, always
ready to give an account of the knowledge that was in
them, not in their books.

A few years later the traveling members of the Chi-
cago Bar had similar experiences in their semi-annual
Lc:'urtl;eymis to the United States courts at Springfield,

such county courts in the interi i
calledr tII;em S attefx o Interior as business

“I have known the trip to Springfield,” says Mr.
Armold, “to take five days and nigl?ts, gragging (}I’relgi-

‘//ﬂtze J’M

ly through the mud and sleet; and there was an
amount of discomfort, vexation and annoyance about
it, su_fﬁcnent to exhaust the patience of the most amia-
_lv.;_. But the June journey was as agreeable as the

trip was repulsive, A four-in-hand, with

splendid horses, the best of Troy coaches,
pany, the exhilaration of great speed oye
road, much of it a turf of grass, often cry
our wheels the most beautiful wild flowers; every

fragrant with blossoms, framed in the richest e rﬁfove
roads not fenced in by narrow lanes, but witp, fl_ee:dour
to choose our route; here and there a pi.r:tl.lresque ?m
cabin, covered with vines; boys and girls on their wo
to the log schools, and the lusty farmer diggin l?'
fortune out of the rich earth. Everythin g his

: : fr
new, full of young life and enthusiasm, the::,(;g ]u?lseht:ini

good com.
I an elastjq
shing under

to Springfield would, I think, compare favorably eye
with those we make to-day in a Inxurious Pullman carll
But there were exceptions to these enjoyments, Some.
times torrents of rain would, in a few hours, so swe|
the stream that the log bridges and banks woylq be
entirely submerged, and a stream, which a fey hourg
before was nearly dry, became a foaming torrent. Ford-
ing at such times was never agreeable, and was some-
times a little dangerous.”

“The judge,” says Mr. Arnold,* “usually sat upon
a raised platform, with a pine or white wood board o
which to write his notes. A small table on one side
for the clerk, and around which were grouped the lay.
yers, too often, I must admit, with their feet on top of
it. * * * ‘There was, in those days, great freedom
in social intercourse; manners were at times rude, but
genial, kind, and friendly. Each was ready to assist
his fellow; and as none were rich, there was little envy
or jealousy. The relations between the Bench and Bar
were free and easy; and flashes of wit and humor and per-
sonal repartee were constantly passing from one to an-
other. The court-rooms in those days were always
crowded. At court were rehearsed and enacted the
drama, the tragedy, and comedy of real life. The
court-room answered for the theater, concert-hall, and
opera of the older settlements. The judges and law-
yers were the stars; and wit and humor, pathos and
eloquence always had appreciative audiences. The
leading advocates had their partisans, personal aqd
political, and the merits of each were canvassed in
every cabin, school-house, and at every horse race, bee,
and raising.” ¥ 2

THE EArRLY'BAR.—AL the close of 1834, while Chi-
cago was still in the Fifth Circuit, the resident lawyers,
though not yet formally associated as a Bar, had begun
to assume respectable proportions. While the population
was estimated all the way from four hundred to twelve
hundred, the lawyers already numbered eleven—Hea-
cock, Hamilton, Spring, Caton, Casey, Fullerton, Collins,
James Grant, Grant Goodrich, Moore, and Morris. It
is remarkable that so many of these should have nselr;
to distinction, five having reached the Bench, and a
having attained a respectable standing in the mee";
sion, and as public-spirited citizens in civil life, note
for intelligence, integrity, and varied substantial service
to the young and struggling community. To none_O_
them has there attached any taint of professanal mlsr
conduct or neglect of duty, no venality as judge, oo
betrayal of client’s interest as lawyer. The first W
have already been noticed among the early settlers; 81;5
this is a fitting place to introduce such of the others 5
have passed away from earth, or removed from Chicago:

Two members of the Bar of 1834, Judges C"‘tﬂntﬁ:ﬁ
Goodrich, still survive as honored citizens, 'arhhe only

lives will be sketched in a later volume. ] st
representative of the Bench of Chicago at this p€
was Judge Young.

* " Reminiscences of the Illinois Bar, Forty Years Ago." I. N.
+** Recollections of the Early Illinbis and Chicago Bar,” by Hon-
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THE BEINCH AND BAR,

RICHARD M. YOuUNG, the first Circuit Judge who
held court in Chicago, was born in Kentucky toward
e close of the last century. He emigrated early into
outhern Illinois, residing at jongsbolro, Union County
sbefm‘e as well as after ;he organization of that cuuntf
o 1818 He was admitted to thc{ Bar September 28,
817} and he represented Union County in the Second
General Assembly, 1820—-22. By an act approved De-
cember 29, 1824, the State was divided into five judicial
circuits, and he was commissioned Judge of the Third,
January 19, 1825. :I'hlS act was repealed January 12,
1827, and_.a“ judicial functions again devolved on the
Chief Justice and the three Associate Justices of the

P A ey

me Court, which abrogated Judge Young's office.
Accordingly we find that “An act for the relief
of Richard M. Young "—the payment probably of
salary balance—was introduced in the Legislature Jan-
vary 11, 1827, and approved the 22d, by which $58.40
were appropriated for that purpose. And it was en-
acted February 17, 1827, that he be paid “four State
paper dollars a day ” for sixteen days’ service as clerk
to an important committee of the House. In 1828 he
was presidential elector on the Democratic ticket. By

‘the judiciary act of January 8, 1829, a Fifth Circuit was

created to include all that portion of the State lying:
north of the Illinois River ; and Mr. Young was chosen
its judge on the rzth, and commissioned on the 23d.
About that time he removed to Quincy, within his judi-
cial district. His duties were arduous, not so much for
the volume of business to be done in any particular county,
as for the number of counties he had to serve, the dis-
tance apart of the several county seats, and the absence
of modern conveniences for traveling. He was in
active correspondence with Governor Reynolds in April,
1832, in reference to the disturbed condition of north-
ern Illinois, and urged the necessity of speedy and
effective protection of the northern frontier against the
lqd:ans in the Black Hawk War. In the impeachment
trial of Judge Theophilus W. Smith before the State
Senate in the session of 1832-33, Judge Young was as-
sociated with the future Judges Breese and Ford, for
ttle defpnse. He held the earliest terms of the Circuit
Court in Chicago. By an act approved January 7,
1835, a Sixth Circuit was established which included
Cook County, and Judge Young had no further occa-
sion to ride his blooded Kentucky horse to distant Chi-
;‘}80, though there still remained ample exercise for
IS equestrian skill within the Fifth Circuit. At the ses-
sion of the General Assembly in 1836-37, Judge Young
':?ctput in nomination for United States Senator, and
i tﬁd over five competitors, December 14, 1830,
Oﬂicee full term, 1837—43. He resigned the judicial
Ber January 2, and took his seat as Senator Septem-
ms d:—’ 1837. During his senatorial term he seldom
o defSPEeChes_, but was always ready to enforce a point
Siigh end a principle in the interest of his constituents,
1 as the establishment of new post routes, the advo-
4y of pre-emption laws and the support of internal
, ‘fmmment measures. He was quite active and watch-
- on all questions likely to affect the State of 1llinois:
counsels were not without influence at home in
ing the policy of the State toward the payment

£33

of its de i

S ql?ltld .I:\‘e'?li}uary 1, 1841, in his place in the Sen-

e legislﬁtive erma_rch of lllinois is forward : and

i guardians at home shall promptly dis-

B et };1 In the preservation of her credit at

el a L, who cannot foretell that her destiny
Ss than that of an empire State > And, on Lhia

question of | :
hi_S Pst'ltion tzl;tetrk!nealzgﬁlprci)fvi?eenfis he thus defined
willing to promote the interests of}’?l?le\\l']mmh: i I. S
Lhe East and North, but 1 wish thgm ?gtgarl;-thUétb.
and in
e?:élf ReLr?]t l:ihern all go togethelj R e T
ynolds, he had been appointed State 4
Governor Carlan in 1839 to negoti agent by
: - Sta
bonds, with a view to : ush EE%O laué. LRl e
provements so ardent] e it t_he Internal im-
He made a journe tOYE(:iCSlrECl LUEUEIDEopls ol himnis
failed in his ﬁnanc)':al mi:s;‘():};e afr?dr :'Eférir)mléapfzie’t}l:; tdhe
charge of his duties as Senator. Failing of re‘eleutigg
to the Senate, he was chosen an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court, January 14, 1843, and commissioned
February 4th. He held the office until January 25
1847, when he resigned. During this period he fre.
quently held court in Chicago, and was favorably re-
garded by the Bar as well as by the Press and people. In
1847, he was appointed commissioner of the general
land office, succeeding General Shields, and being suc-
ceeded by Justin Butterfield, June 21, 1849. In 1850-51,
he was clerk of the House of Representatives at Wash-
ington. “ For a number of years before his death,”
says Ballance,* he was a claim agent in Washington
City. But for some time before his death he was con-
fined in an asylum for maniacs. * * * * [If the
story is true, he passed away many a day and night in a
dungeon, under the torturing hands of fiends in
human shape, in the great capital of the Nation ; and
yet for a long time so secretly, that a brother living in
that city had no suspicion of it.” FPhysically Judge
Young was a tall, fine-looking man, large of stature
and of dignified and attractive bearing. His intel-
lectual ability was equal to filling any office resyecta-
bly, although not with eclat, and coupled with his in-
dustrious and methodical habits made his legal and po-
litical attainments above the average of his day and his
opportunities. His manners were gentle, courteous and
entertaining; his feelings geperous and sympathetic;
his disposition amiable and unaggressive; and altogether
he was eminently fitted to win and retain popular favor.
His more able associates were often distanced when
they became his competitors; although he never reached
the highest position ;llqs a lawyft:r, Ju&igce ?rdsﬁggtgfr,l?ig
always commanded the respect an onf
ci)\::sgiiuents and the public. Of excellent personal
habits and refined tastes, whatever he may have lacked
in brilliancy was amply compensated for by his steady
attention to duty, and his earnest purpose to promutff:
the prosperity of the State. He had two _d:{u_ghters, 0
whom the elder, Matilda, was 1}1alrr1ed atg:bzubhmgton, to
R. A. Matthews, of Georgia, Ju'y 29, 1352- | h
5 SpRING was born about 1807, in Massachu-
settglxl;ffmence he emigrated when a young 'T‘ad“ lto th‘:
« Western Reserve” inﬁOh10.f éi;;;zgs s.tgzjd\lffadca-‘itl?e
abula under the firm of ¢t i
ﬂii?;ric Benjamin F. Wa}de andsjﬂshu?l ieGé(;dl;‘:f:azsg
removed to Chicago in June, 1833. |
i . ntil raised to the Bench, sixteen yEMS
Il;felimfﬁsdlg: Caton thus refers to those early fda_y:(;
« Clients were SCarce, but as there were but t\.?'o -0 1’15 :
do the business the only rivalry between US was as ho
who could most zealously serve his client, with the

« History of Peoria, p- 04
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e lihe
indness to_eaqh other. :
greatest Coqr?e‘iip?:gek(:ourt did circuit duct;)tr 1:; ;gg:}?
ity tm]: sively in the portion of the ;:1f g
days, and eXc ot inois River. When, therefo , @
B Y r desired a license, it became necestsar?;ats
yc;;cngal?i‘;gimage to one or twe southern county-s
make i

and be examined by two Justi_cl:e?, at:l(; :Yl'u;s; gitSZl;tEOtrl-i;{
i til Jan A

A waI_: e:?:rerziotmur;he records of the Sppreme

= Sprmglricenfsed though he advertised location as :1

St the féurt’h number of the Chicago Demo_crad,

ol g 1833. He had, however, been gdmltte

D O d only required to have his papers

r in Ohio, an .
mntthﬁf()Bl":vzu'd for record. He early obtained a gooc!
sscl;are of the Circuit Court as well as Justice Court prac

ide or the other of all
tice; and was generallyl orclazrel: Slldrf Febunicy. 48460 e
the more important early : : d
hip with Grant Goodrich, which con
f_ormed a P%rtr?erselgztion to'the Bénch: By @ rather
stfi?luﬁ?arugginci:ﬂsence the partners wedded life-partners
on gthe same day, Sunday, July 24, 1836, at V\qestﬁil)g,
Chautauqua Co., N. Y., Miss Levantia Budlong be-
coming Mrs. Spring. In the winter of 1836-37, Mr.
Spring was in Vandalia, prosecuting the case of }’I!ﬁl'—-
rington s Hubbard before the Supreme Court. 1s
was the first important land case in this county, involv-
ing the title to the south forty-seven acres in what was
called the Harrjngton tract in Section 32. It was
specially important to Mr. Spring, bec_ause_ being paid
witk about a dozen acres of that land, it laid the foun-
dation of his modest fortune. Mr. Spring ‘was a prom-
inent Whig, and for years at every convention received
the nomination to the best of offices, and being person-
ally popular always ran ahead of his ticket. In the
spring of 1843 he was the Whig candidate for represent-
ative in Congress of the Chicago district, against the
Democratic nominee, John Wentworth, whom he beat in
the city by fifty-one votes, only to be overwhelmed in
the district by a majority of one thousand six hundred
and twenty-one for his opponent. Had his party not
been in a condition of chronic minority, he would
doubtless have attained to high political preferment; but
it would probably have added nothing to his fame; for
he was essentially a better lawyer than politician. In
1848 he was chosen City Attorney, and was a delegate to
the Free-Soil convention of that year in Buffalo. In
1849 he was elected Judge of Cook County Court of
common pleas, and held the office until his premature
death, May 15, 1851. Several of his contemporaries
have borne witness to his merits as a lawyer, Judge and
citizen, all agreeing, with varied phraseology, in the fol-
lowing tribute by his former partner, Judge Goodrich,
delivered thirty-two years afterward before the Chicago
Historical Society :
| “Spnng was a phenomenon, a natural born lawyer.
His education was quite limited, and he paid little re-
Spect to the rules of grammar ; yet he could present a
point of law to the court, and argue the facts of a case
to the jury with a clearness and force seldom equaled.
He seemed sometimes to have an intuitive knowledge
of the law, and mastery of its profoundest and most
subtle principles. His brain worked with the rapidity
of lightning, and with the force of an engine. In argu-
ment he possessed a keenness of analysis, a force of
compact, crushing logic which bore down all opposition.
His language though sometimes homely was always
forcible and strongly expressive of his thought. He

- Was firm in attack but not often offensive. But his most
. ﬁw is often an interval of months, and somefimes of years, between

to practice and that of record on the rolls of the Su-

astonishing powers were exhibited whep &
question arose in the progress of a tria| H“WBVer
denly it might be sprung, and however grave Ursl-;d.
struse in character, he would instantly and Seeming] ah.
a flash of intuition, grasp it with a skill anq mastlé)'by
legal learning which seemed possible only to the ?ﬂoOf
skilled preparation. His resources appeareq exhag st
less. * * It would be misleading to assume that st-
rare powers were the mere flashes of geniys or intel;s?
tion, for few men studied their cases, or the |ay im’Olveld-
in them, with more careful assiduity. His MEMOry wae
marvelous ; his discrimination searching ang iltt:uraf:
His method of studying a case made him complete
master of all the law applicable and kindred tq it, the
reasons upon which it was based, and all the distinctigns
to be observed. He first consulted the element,
books, and made up his mind what the law ought tg he
and then studied the cases in which the principles had
been applied. Though he was not an orator, yet before
a jury he rarely failed to carry them with him, in 5 Case
of anything like even chances. It was, however, in the
argument of legal questions before the court, where hig
comprehensive knowledgq of the principles of law, hig
clear siedge hammer logic, and his wonderful ments]
endowments shone most conspicuous. * * * * Q.
was devoted to his clients and honorable in his practice,
respected and admired by his‘profesfsional prethren. As
a Judge he was scrupulously impartial, upright and able.
In some of his decisions, his genius and legal learning
burst out in opinions so luminous and profound as to
extort the admiration of the Bar. * * * His faults
were of that character which excited commiseration,
while they did not destroy admiration for his virtues.
'He died 1 believe without an enemy. Colonel Linder,
in his ‘Reminiscences’ says of him, and surviving con-
temporaries confirm the testimony—‘ He was a man of
childlike simplicity of manners, as tender-hearted as a
woman, and would have stepped aside to keep from
treading on a worm.” He was, unfortunately, a victim
to the free use of intoxicating liquors, which exercised
upon him a peculiarly baleful influence, besides some-
times interfering with his official duties.* He regarded
‘himself as inextricably involved in the toils of his evil
habit, and bewailed his misfortune, apparently uncon-
scious of his power to remove it. He d[eq at the age
of forty-four, many years being lost of a life utherWIS?
useful—another instance of the disastrous results t;l
stimulating a brain and nervous system that ::vere muc
better when left to more natural invigorants. N

Epwarp W. Casey, a native of New HamPShjlr]‘?'
was in the order of arrival the fifth member of the ; -
cago Bar, and was deputy to R. ]J. Hamilton in lhgg-
He acted as secretary to him in his capacity of sc o
commissioner at the sale of school lots, October Z;Oan
25, 1833.  Early in the next year his literary, |€g§ s
clerical powers were brought into requisition :s e
townsmen in drafting a petition to the Postm i
General, asking better mail facilities for the un e
little town on the Chicago River, which even th;?ﬂ -
unwilling to be ignored, and eager “to pusht Aug:;'vt
Mr. Casey was appointed corporation attorney AUELS
18, and its clerk and collector December 19, h‘-’;}g o
name appears on the Supreme Court register 0 5 Wy It
licensed to practice, under date of January 7. I ’5',0_«:-
was while acting as attorney for the town that he {-Json:l
cuted Richard Harper for vagrancy. The Pefusc J
habits of the lawyer furnished occasion to thf ‘L‘i s
to make the demurrer, whether one vagrant cou :

*  Court is adjourned from day to_day " says the Chicago Demor™t
February ¢, 1850, " by a spree of Judge Spriog.”




rosecute another. Mr. Casey formed a artner-
fﬂgg’ﬁith Buckner S. Morris August 7, 1835, al:r.n:l was
s1ecte d Justice of the Peace two days latter, but does
eot appear to have served long in that capacity. That
;{orris & Casey did a fair share of the law business
e period may be inferred from the frequency with
wlich their names recur in the scant records of those
o iy years. Mr. Casey took an active part in the meet-
.~ < and deliberations of November, 1836, which led to
n ition for a city charter. The firm was dissolved

he pet
fm gf pefore December 1, 1836, and Mr. Casey con-
rinued to_practice here alone until some time in” 1838,

when his friends indt_xced him to return East, In those

early days the excessive use of llguor was almost uni-
versal. Here and there a professional man stood aloof
from the mad whirl of excitement, but a large propor-
tion of the young and brainy fell victims to the spirit of
the times in their personal habits. Among them was
Mr, Casey, whose life, however, happily teaches an im-

rtant lesson in this regard. For no sooner had he
broken with the associations of the frontier, and with-
drawn to the purer atmosphere of a New England farm,
than he corrected those mistakes of immature life and
became a respectable and self ccntrolled citizen. In
the 2 Scam. he is said to have been residing at Con-
cord, New Hampshire, in 1841, and in the Times of
October 3, 1875, at Newburyport, Mass. “He was,”
says Judge Goodrich, “a thorough lawyer, a fine scholar
a most amiable man, and a polished gentleman. Though
he had acquired a good practice and had before him the
highest promise of professional success, he abandoned
his profession, returned to his Eastern home, and en-
gaged in farming.”

James GRANT, born in North Carolina, December
12, 1812, was the sixth member of the Chicago Bar, was
admitted to practice by the Supreme Court of Illinois,
March 26, 1834, and arrived here “on the 23d of April”
of that year. He was appointed State’s Attorney, Jan-

bary 1, 1835. As early as January 30, 1836, he repre-
sented large real estate interests here, advertising for
sale at that date 7,000 acres at the terminus of the Tlli-
l'éms & Michigan Canal, which belonged to Arthur
ronson of New York. About March 30, 1836, he
ﬁOl‘med_a law partnership with Francis Peyton, and the
rm’ Grant & Peyton, continued until 1838. Mr. Grant
oimﬂve':l to Iowa in 1839, where he rose to the position
Judge, and where he still survives, at Davenport, an
onor to the Bar and Bench of two great States. Of
to tl{m he makes an annual pilgrimage to Chicago,
i ttf réception Of old settlers by the Calumet Club;
At the fuller history of his life belongs to the State of
1S later adoption,
LEXANDER N. FULLERTON was a native of Ver-
"1 and there admitted to the Bar, arrived here be-
'of%-s--l“l_y and November, 1833, but nothing is known
lfe'mp}mmts until 1835. Early in June of that year
he hora . Prtnership with Grant Goodrich ; on the 1gth
tCame a member of the first board of health, and
Weeks later was appointed clerk of the board of
Trustees. The firm of Fullerton & Goodrich was
ved February 22, 1836, and after a year or two of
than nominal connection with the profession,
drifted into commercial business, and was as
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early as 18 :
“TRough 39 generally recognized as a lumber merchant,

a wellbred lawyer. '
o _ yer,” says Judge Goodri
4 u?s;eflstnevir actively engaged in practicg, but dev:‘:ﬁ:{
0 the accumulation of wealth, and died pus-

A NP Ol s,

sessed of a large fortupe.” September 29, 1880
L - . , aged

ferﬁnty-sm. He belonge{i therefore to thg commer%ial
ather than to the professional class of early settlers,
ZengA;}ES I—I1 CoLLins first became known to the citi-
: > early Chngago_ In_ February, 1834, when he
ormed a partnership with J. D. Caton, who had studied
law under him, at Vernon, N. Y., two years before. He
pulled up stakes in the fall of 1833, having been de-
feated on the Anti-Masonic ticket in his native State
set out for the West, and passing through Chicago in
ISeptembe‘r, settled on “a claim " at Holderman’s Grove
In what is now the southwestern corner of Kendall
County, where a settlement had been begun some three
years earlier. But the sufferings of the first winter con-
vinced him that he was not cut out for a farmer. Indeed

he was found at Levi Hill's tavern by Caton, January 3,
1834, with his feet badly frozen; and it was then ar-
ranged that on his recovery he would join Caton
in Chicago. A year later, among the expenses ot the
town of Chicago, is an item of five dollars paid him for
legal advice. The firm of Collins & Caton was dis-
solved in 1835. Afterward Mr. Collins formed
a partnership with Justin Butterfield, the first record of
which is found under date of July 16, 1836, and which
lasted until about 1845. In those early years of the
Chicago Bar, the firm of Butterfield & Collins was the
most conspicuous, being usually found engaged in every
important lawsuit, on one side or the other. They were
of the counsel for the General Government in the cele-
brated Beaubien land claim, and Collins bought several
of the lots which many of the citizens had intended the
old Colonel should bid in without opposition. Mr. Col-
lins feeling satisfied that such an arrangement would
accrue to the benefit of others rather than of Beaubien,
bid on the lots, drawing upon himself much adverse criti-
cism from Press and people. He was very obstinate in

his opinions and was once committed for contempt by
Judge Ford for refusing to submit to the court a docu-
ment entrusted to him by a client, John Shrigley, High
Constable, which he claimed was privileged. He was
associated with Owen Lovejoy in the defense of the
latter in 1842, in his celebrated trial for harboring a
runaway slave, and did much toward securing h:rsﬁ a{:&
quittal. After dissolving partnership with Butte .eh

he practiced his profession alone for seven or _e;lgEt
ears, but in 1853 he formed a new partnership vlrét ;
S. Williams, who had studied law with Ijutterﬁel and
himself several years before. He was “an eagy an

most violent and extreme abolitionist, and in 1850 was
the candidate of that party for Congress, receiving ci:'xe
thousand six hundred and seventy-three votcf. le
died in 1854 of cholera. “ He was a good a‘;vyer,

says Arnold, “a man of perseverance, pluck an ‘re's.o;
Jution, and as combative as an English bull-dog.
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m v ivi p, and if
: e. dogmatic, never giving up,
He was indefatigable, g;' : ot

: i IS,
th_e court}?ermand if that was overruled, st:]lh:élgebad
with anot Cfl e,” says Goodrich, “never to -
i IR he hardest worker

2 . ;

it f genius, but was :

o psir;ICIEH% bgestow::d upon the preparation of his
ever :

iti am-
cases the most thorough research and critical ex

: : 2

ination. Though often broudgh}g.m p;oﬁ:rs;c:%a;dc?nggcd
i im a ; ar

R rega;;lsﬁon of having attended him

lancholy satis ; ; !

Efmvzsﬁh:lg:;adu ringy the whol; nl%]ht oliel::zdfeﬁfgﬂ (?t!n;fs
1 1 th re 1

S i un;:st (:?vo daughters—Cornelia

ings.” tl )
?\lllm::frogs was girrrliz:giato J. V. Smith, and who died af
her father's house May 31, 1851, at the age of twenty;

and Kate F., who was married May 15, 1855, to John

- %Ih;;%v MooRE, a native of Concord, Mass., arrived

i icago some time in 1834, being admitted to the
g}arcil::cﬁlgi-nois December 8 of that year. He-wa.s] the
second of quite a line of deputies to Colonel Hami tlonf,
Circuit Court clerk, a position he hf;ld unt!l the faI‘ 0
1835, when his law practice required his attention.
Early in 1836, he formed a partnership with F. A.
Harding, which was dissolved May 19, 1837; and the
firm of Moore & Harding turns up frequently in law
business of the time. Mr. Moore was at the Circuit
Court of Iroquois County on business May 16, 1836,

2

when Judge Ford appointed him for the defense of the
murderer “Morris." He “astonished” the prosecuting
attorney, James Grant, by “the ability he manifested.”
“He relied,” says Grant, upon the insufficiency of
circumstantial evidence; made the usual argument in
such cases, but with much more than the usual ability.”
[n the fall of 1836 Mr. Moore was one of the prominent
speakers at the Whig meeting in Chicago; and in De-
cember one of the representatives of Cook County at
the Internal Improyement Convention held at Vandalia.
In March, 1837, his name is on record as a trustee of
Rush Medical College, and June 1 of same year he be-
came law partner of E. . Ryan. He obtained about
that time from the Legislature the first charter for a gas
company in Chicago; and was an active and prominent
member of the Bar. He, however, found this moist
and breezy climate rather unfavorable for his weak
lungs, and on the approach of the winter of 183839
he sought alleviation in the genial climate of Havana:
Cuba.  He did not return to Chicago, but it is learned
from “2 Scam.” that he was a resident of Concord
Mass,, in 1841, where he died before many years. ;

Buckner Stith Morris was born August 19, 1800
at Augusta, Ky, a village founded by his maternal
grandfather, Philip Buckner, who had been a Captain in
the War of Independence. The parents were Dickin-
son Morris, a native of Delaware, but at this time sur-
veyor of Prqcl_cen County, Ky., and Frances Buckner, by
birth a Vlrgiplan. Schools were few in Kentucky, and
young Morris received his early education at home
from his parents. He arrived at man's estate, and had
Worked some on farms before he conceived the idea of

.

Studying for the Bar. From 1824 10 1827 he devoted

uiring a knowledge of the profession, g
;%;??ted togthe Bar in the latter year. In l83on1;lt ‘wvas
elected to the Legislature, and was re-elected iy b a;s
being a Whig in pO.lltICS,‘bth never a blind partisan SIn'
1832 he married Miss E\f1]1na Barker, of Mason COunty
Ky. At the close of his secor_:d term, in 1834 he camé
to Chicago, by way of the Wabash to Vincennes’ and
on horseback from that point. Returning for hig
family, he made a second trip in August, when he Py
manently settled here. He found less than forty houses
on his arrival, and soon opened a law office. He is
found advertised as a Chicago lawyer as early as July
9, 1835; and forme:d a partnership with E. v Casey
August 7, though his name does not appear on the rec-
ords of the Supreme Court of Illinois as a licenseq law-
yer until December 7, 1835. Morris & Casey (js.
solved in the fall of 1836, and Morris & Scammon
was formed December 5, 1836. This firm was also
short-lived, as Mr. Morris was elected Mayor in the
spring of 1838, and Alderman of the Sixth Ward in 1839,
In 1840 he resumed more fully the practice of his pro-
fession, and formed a partnership, August 13, with Wi]l.
iam V. Brackett, which lasted about three years. With

R Y A

Lincole, in 1840, he was nominated presidential elector
Aldarge on the Whig ticket. In 1844 he was elected
\derman, but resigned before the close of the year, and
was also president of the Hydraulic Company. In 1845
he formed a new firm with William M. Greenwood as
partner, who was exchanged as early as March 16, 1846,
for John J. Brown. His wife died in 1847, leaving twoO
daughters ; and in 1848 he became a Mason, ev_entualli)'
reaching the highest degree attainable in America. 1
1850 he married Miss Eliza A. Stephenson, who die
suddenly of heart disease in 1855, leaving one son, who,

e e




THE BENCH AND g

ived to be only seven. The firm of T
hg:)nrinued until the death of Brown ?gofmi’
after which Grant Goodrich became partner
for a short time. MIU 185 ZHf;?_:Ofm‘Sid& new partnership,
B i ndidaie of thoron 2nd was
he unsuccessful lIglI" : : at year for Sec-
:et-af}’ of State for lanIIS\E[r rﬂa 1853, Judge Hugh T.
pickey having "es'g‘g L Tid Orris was elected to
lete his term as Lircul Judge, and was commis-
c%ﬁgd May 24. Thg Gl‘t;il’l trial focrl wife murder was
2 efore Judge Morris, and is said to h
sectl]l-.::dﬁlzt casc:J in this State in which scientific z‘i
etl; were accepted on the witness stand, Green's con-
'ertion peing largely due to the testimony of Drs.
Eliney and Bird to the presence of strychnine in the
stomich of the_deceased. His decisions in relation to
that class of evidence have been ofgen' quoted, and have
been incorporated in the medical jurisprudence of the
State. He w_ls_tenderf:d a nomination for re-election
at the close o_f his term in 1855, which he declined and
returned to his practice. He soon formed a new part-
nership, the firm being Morris & Blackburn in 1856,
and Morris, Thomasson & Blackburn in 1857. In 1856
he married Mrs. M. E. Parrish, of Frankfort, Ky, a
daughter of Edward B.lackburn, and sister of Morris’s
two partners, Breckenridge F. and James Blackburn,
and of the recent Governor of Kentucky, Dr. Luke
Blackburn. In 1860 he was a candidate for Governor of
Illinois on the Bell and Everett ticket, of which he was
an early advocate, as a solution or postponement of the
impending crisis. He claimed that a vote for Lin-
coln on the one hand or for Breckenridge on
the m:hﬁrd was titdvol:e t'c.)rt civ'Ll war, as sgctioqal
feeling had reached a point where no other is-
sue coguld reasonably be anticipated. The election of
Bell and Everett alone could save the country. One of
his regrets and a constant censure of Andrew Jackson
was the breaking up of the United States Bank. He
held that the cohesive power of a common financial sys-
tem in holding the North and South together had not
been duly weighed. His Southern origin and relation-
ship with the Kentucky Blackburns, who were all vio-
lent Secessionists, as w);Il as his acknowledged connec-
tion with “ Sons of Liberty,” but above all the heated
state of the public mind which could brook nothing less
than the most out-spoken Unionism, brought him into
suspicion of disloyalty in 1864, in connection with the
alleged Camp Douglas conspiracy. Mr. and Mrs,
OIris were arrested with the other “ conspirators,”
taken to Cincinnati, tried by court martial and acquitted.
Judge Drummond thus testified to his loyalty ; “ I have
been acquainted with Judge Morris for twenty-five
Years, and I think his reputation to be, as far as I know
It that of a loyal man. He was a strict advocate of
What was the Crittenden compromise, and desired ex-
ceedingly that the difficulties between the two sections
of the country should be settled amicably. * * * I do
“? know what developments this trial may have pro-
ti;:d'fnqt having followed the evidence, but up to the
tl'ust:d his arrest I certainly should as soon have dis-
. el my own loyalty as that of Judge Morris.” Dur-
'ﬁ% his detention, which lasted several months, Mrs.
thethn:n and himself received much kind attention at
Ror S of one of the female religious orders of the
ooman Catholic Church, which eventually led both to
Tave their adhesion to that communion. After their re-
the spring of 1865, Judge Morris ceased to be
Ve member of the Bar, confining himself chiefly
estate interests and occasional law business
friends, He died December 16, 1879, having
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; SPeakers of the day.” Ip many respects th ;

tained in jury trials 5 p e

To this Judge Goodrich adds :
{)_:fiirtgef for a short time of Buckner =
ified i = : 3

: y will agree with me—that
he Was no ordinary man. It is evident his general ed-
ucation, his pljofessional reading and training had not
Egen S)Este}'natlc or thorough, but he possessed good

igor of mind and strong common sense and sincerity

of manner, which joined with a popular homeliness of
€xpression, apt and striking comparisons, fervent zeal
and apparent ‘honesty of belief in the justice of his
cause, made him a formidable opponent before a jury.
Ina desperate case he was remarkable, and the more
desperate it was, the more conspicuous his powers be-
came. He often carried his case by main strength
against the law and the facts ; and it became a common
remark that in a bad case he had no equal. He was
elected Judge of the circuit, but was better fitted for
practice and served but a brief term on the Bench. In
character he was simple as a child, tenderly sympathetic
and kind, heartily good-natured, and genial in his man-
ners. I doubt if the remembrance of any deceased
member of the Chicago Bar is cherished with more un-
mixed sentiments of kindness than that of Judge Mor-
ris.””  “For native strength, I never saw his superior,”
says Mr. Beach; “his natural powers of oratory were
truly great.”

{'lgl.(CUIT CouRT, 1835-36.—Thomas Ford, who had
been Prosecuting, or State’s Attorney, in the Fifth
Judicial Circuit, was elected by the General Assembl_\:
as Judge of the newly created Sixth Circuit ; bl_ltl-1 1?5
exchange, the first term in Chicago 1n 1535 w{}a aeie
by Judge Sidney Breese. It ex_tendet_i fgomhx a% ;]s
to June 9, showing a marked increase in the au-q
ness of the court. Before 1835, three or fou;' a
were sufficient to clear the meager docket, but Fleg‘iﬁz
forward there never was any lack of busmes“Sh“1 la ~le

courts. The judicial requirements of the piac
cago legislative provision for
have always kept ahead of the legis i Facilities
it wants,  No sooner have aprarenty SRF, 0

ci

i secureibltehat“het :):Opu%tion poqt;‘mplat\ed, com-
double or t f the JudlClCll force. This
pelling a fresh enlargement © fter it became part of
term was the first in Chicago aheld anywhere by the
the Sixth Circuit, and the first hen in %is thirty-fifth
recently elected Judge Breese, the
year(ihief-]u.c,tice Marshall d1ed.JUI§
first formal meeting - thehChrlrtgibers prese
respect to his memory. Thfarriq aod Moore
Fullerton, Casey, Goodrich, I Stewart, a later acc
already mentioned, and Royal St it Court, in 1835, was

The second term of 't‘h? E'ﬂ'}: also in exchange with
held by Judge Stephen (Igﬁeg‘itghe‘ﬁrst Monday in Octo-
Judge Ford. i g th By this time there were
ber and Chﬁed Sn;ﬁpei 1clivil suits on the docket, and
one hundred an
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were determined at that term.  Of the
le's cases twenty-five were _closed—f
sniecn were merly o PO SO "o v
¢ fine K ) S

;:I;te);n wt:;% Ef::tinued. The case of most interest at
thISSt:ég]Ngdi{tSEDEn TriaL.—The criminal under in-
dictment gave the name of Jeseph F. Morris, DHE e wal?
afterwards stated that his real name was Josep
Thomasson. His victim’s name was Felix Legre, and
the murder was committed about twenty miles from
Chicago on the road to Ottawa. The Grand Jury of
Cook County found a true bill against Morris at the
fall term of 1835, but by change of venue tht_: case was
carried to Iroquois County, where it was tried the en-
suing term. Notwithstanding the most strenuous
efforts, and an able defense on general principles. by
Henry Moore, who had been assigned to him as coun-
sel by Judge Ford, Morris was convicted on rather
slender evidence, wholly circumstantial. He was the
person last seen in company with the mur;iered man,
and a knife was found in his possession which the re-
cent employer of Legre fully identified as belonging
to that unfortunate individual. He denied the killing,
but acknowledged that he knew the guilty party, whose
name, however, he steadily refused to divulge—a self-
deceiving evasion founded probably on the false name
under which he was indicted. The implied chivalry
and devotion to alleged principles was too fine-spun for
a jury of pioneer settlers of Iroquois County, and they
found him guilty of murder, though not without
some hesitation. On May 19, Judge Ford sentenced
him to be hanged June 10, 1836 ; and the sentence was
faithfully carried into effect, though in the absence of a
jail it required persistent watchfulness on the part of
Sheriff Dunn of Iroquois County and his deputy,
George Courtright. The substantial justice of the ver-
dict has never been seriously questioned, but conviction
on the evidence would be to-day improbable, if not
hopeless.

Both these terms of the Circuit Court of Cook
County in 1835, were held in the First Presbyterian
church; then situated north of what is now the Sher-
man House, and fronting on Clark Street. The spring
term of 1836 was held by Judge Ford in the same
building, and extended from May 23 to June 4. There
were two hundred and thirty civil cases, twenty-one
criminal and thirteen chancery. Most of the pebple's
cases were for constructive contempt through non-at-
tendance as jurors. The two most important of them
were for assault with intent to kill and both culprits
were sent to the penitentiary, the first of a long and
ever-widening band of convicts on that charge from
Chicago. The most important civil suit was, perhaps,
that of Harrington zs. Hubbard, the first land case in
Cook County which was decided in favor of the de-
fendant but on dppeal to the Supreme Court that decis-
10n was reversed the ensuing winter at Vandalia.

The fall term of 1836 was held by the same Judge,
and in the same building. In addressing the Grand
Jury, James Grant, prosecuting attorney, dwelt specific-
ally on the duty they owed the public in relation to
trespassers upon the canal lands. The court re-enforced
his remarks by reminding them that it was to these
lands the public must look for the completion of the
canal ; and every tree stolen detracted from its value.
Both speeches help to show how paramount in interest
at that time to the people of Chicago was the longed-
for canal and all its belongings. Several rogues were
sent to the penitentiary at Alton as a result of this term

seventy of these
thirty-seven peop

of court; and a score or more were indicted f
passing on the canal lands; but a large part of ¢
business remained unfinished, and the need of 5
judicial facilities, through new courts or mo
of the Circuit Court, became apparent,

Among the most important of the civi] :
the fall term in 1836, was what is populafla;isng;fs at
the Beaubien land claim, which Judge Ford decided fas
vorably to claimant. This decision was Sustaine( ]:‘-
the Supreme Court of the State, but was Teverseq ;
1839 by the Supreme Court of the United States -
Beaubien claim. :

THeE CHICAGO BAR AT THE ORGANIZATION OF
THE CiTv.— As at the close of 1834 Cook County wag
about to be transferred from the Fifth to the Sixth Cirb
cuit, so now before the spring term of 1837, it bECam(;_
a part of the Seventh Circuit, to which amid frequent
changes and numerous additions to the circuits i the
State, it ever afterward belonged, until by the Constity.
tion of 1870, the County of Cook was made one judicia]
circuit. A month after the establishment of the Seventh
Judicial Circuit, Chicago was granted its charter of ip.
corporation as a city, which is therefore appropriately
made an era in the history of its Bench and Bar,
Meanwhile the membership of the Chicago Bar hag
more than doubled, and biographical sketches of the
accessions since the close of 1834, now deceased or de-
parted from Chicago, are here subjoined.

RovAaL STEWART is on record as admitted to the
Bar in Illinois January 8, 1835; and is found adver-
tised as an attorney at Chicago on June 8, of the same
year. How much longer he remained a resident is not
clear, but his name disappears from the local records.

In 1841, however, he was residing at Syracuse, N. Y.,
as may be learned from 2 Scam.

WiLrLiam H. Brown, a lawyer and distinguished
citizen, is treated elsewhere, as after his arrival in Chi-
cago he became more distinguisked as a banker.

Jaxes CurTiss, more of a politician than a lawyer,
and twice Mayor, became identified with local political
affairs, and is more properly named in that connection.

Hans CrockEr arrived in Chicago in 1834, and
studied law for a time in the office of Collins & Caton.
In 1836, he removed to Milwaukee, where he has since
attained some prominence as a lawyer,* but he was not
admitted to practice while here, and does not properly
belong to the Bar of Chicago. A

WiLLIAM STUART, though not admitted to the Barn
Illinois until July 1r, 1837, advertised as attorney and
land agent as early as December 5, 1835. He never
practiced much at the Bar, being at first a real estate
man, and then a journalist. In August, 1836, he became
partner of James Curtiss, and was appointed Town At-
torney for a short time during the absence of James H.
Collins. Curtiss & Stuart dissolved in Octobf.'f, .’837'
and Mr. Stuart was publisher and editor of the Chivago
Americar in 1839. He was appointed Postmaster hyf
Harrison in 1841, and held that office until the close ©
the presidential term in March, 1845. In May of that
year he formed a partnership with Charles H. Larrab;e,
but in 846 he left Chicago for Binghamton, N. s
where he also edited a newspaper and became tW!
Postmaster, and died a few vears since.

EBENEZER PECK was born in Portland, Me., May ;:’
1805, but received his earliest education at Pgacham- 2
While yet a lad, his parents removed to Canada, aﬂin
some years later young Peck began the study of “‘."on
Montreal, where also he first practiced the prnffﬁ;-ll‘er-
About 1826 he was married to Miss Caroline I. Walkeh

*A. T, Andreas's History of Milwaukee, 1881, page 1585
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st Vi In 1833 h‘e rose to the dignity of King's
for a district.m Canada East, and was elected
ovincial Parliament on the Reform ticket. His
to drift toward rebellion, and Counselor
i k removed to Chicago, where he arrived in the sum-
of 1835- About the middle of October, he is found
mer O ted with J. D. Caton, in the case of Geddis vs.
Kerche"al- « He n-qade his mark at once,” says Caton.
w e showed that his study of the law had been syste-
tic, while he evinced all the resources of tact, and
maacity and quickness of apprehension, so important in
:;E successful trial of a cause before a jury. His ad-

at Peach
Couns“:l

EBENEZER PECK.

%ress to the jury was forcible, and at times eloquent.”
rom the first he took an active interest in politics, and
Was induced by Mr. Caton to join the Democratic party.
su{:;:?ber 28 he was appointed Town Clerk, and the en-
\rem;g month was chosen delegate to the first State Con-
i wlt?ni_'whlch was held at Vandalia December 7, and
ek ich the future Senator Douglas first began to at-
ki aglﬂ:!hc attention. Before leaving the capital, he
Ak mitted to the Bar of Illinois, December 14. In
own mmer of 1836, he resigned the clerkship of the
movén::d a few months later became prominent in the
er 2 ﬁ“ for a city charter. At the meeting of Novem-
drafy %t »- /23S appointed chairman of the committee to
i sl,iaid Decefﬂber_ 9 reported the instrument, which
Board o{g'f modifications was finally adopted by the
own Trustees, and passed by the Legislature,

of the fq’oirfgh as the charter of the future metropolis
€N regarg west. Qf this he and Caton have always
diqgom%a.r ed the principal authors. In 1837, on the
Fegk o0 Of the house of Jones, Clark & Co., Mr.
Jones c-2ME 2 member of the succeeding firms of
& Co., and W. H. Stow & Co., iron found-
Was chosen one of the board of commission-
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provement act of 1837,
s Senatorial District to
r Pruyne, deceased, but
€ term and became clerk

1Iirlll :§38 he was elected from thi
the unexpired term of Pete
(l;t’-tlslgnec_i before the close of th
1€ internal im ;
suspension of ;Jg‘l‘,iimeirxlrtp}?gjggle:: 1839. In the
supervened, his position was neither S, ;\rhmh soon
remunerative, and he was agaj tlix austive nor
Legislature in 1840, this time a5 reprosen v’ L
the re~organization’of the State ﬁ}SdFepresentauve, i
Assembly February 15, 1841 hJeu iciary by the General
the Supreme Court solme tit’ne bw?s chosen clerk by
1846 he formed a partnershi e_?hre o
Dougall, of Chicago previouslp ‘g} James.A- Mec-
later Attorney-Gene;'al of the yState If:\vcﬁc_scl)lnvﬂle,_ S
as McDougall & Peck until the former we]r(;t t?g;ﬁ?g?.
B o, ™en Peck became associsted with Charies
clerk of the Supreme Court when git was leg(i)sie?te; eoii
e existence by the adoption of the new constitution
March 6, 1848. Charles Gilman, reporter of the Su-
preme Court, died July 24, 1849, and Mr. Peck was
c_hosen to that office by the new court, and from that
Hme the volumes were called Illinois Reports. His
rst appeared in 1850, and he numbered it XI, thus
leaVl'ng room for tht"-:_pre(:eding ten—Breese's one, Scam-
mon’s four and Gilman’s five. His own series closed
with Volume XXX, in 1863. About 850 he became
interested in the new Democratic journal known as the
Argus, the business connection being in the name of
his eldest son, W. W. In 1853 his law firm became
Peck, Hosmer & Wright, by the accession of Edward
Wright, son-in-law of the senior member. In the mem-
orable new departure of the Democratic party for the
enlargement of the slave area, in 1853, by the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise, established by their more
prudent fathers a generation before, Mr. Peck aban-
doned his old party associations. In 1856 he became
one of the ex-Democratic founders in Illinois of the
party which has since become historic under the name
of Republican. In the famous political debate between
Lincoln and Douglas in 1858 Mr. Peck was deeply in-
terested, and was elected on the new ticket as one of
the four representatives of Cook County in the twenty-
first General Assembly, where he helped, by his expe-
rience and management, to establish the Republican
party on a solid foundation in the State. In 1860 he
labored for its success in the wider field of national
politics. In April, 1863, he resigned as reporter to the
Supreme Court of Illinois, and was appointed one of
the judges of the Court of Claims at Washington by
President Lincoln, whose friendship and intimacy he
enjoyed and labored to repay by faithful advice and deé
voted service. In the heavy burdens of head an
heart which fell to the President’s lot he is known ;{0
have sought and valued t.he_counsells of Judge Pec:]cd,
whose experience as a politician specially commende
his views. For many years there weré but few merll'm
Illinois who wielded a more extensive or powerfu t.':;
fluence in political circles, and few were ‘morezi ::: tlhe
or adroit partisans. He held the judgeship un

successive administrations of Johnson and Stranvt‘:h;en
tiring in 1875 on full pay, at the age of sev%ig,mdest
he returned to Chicago in broken health. e
son W. W, born in 1831, died at Washmgtmfmt,; th?e -
in the regular army, in 1862. Two years a -
turn to Chicago, the mother died, in Isl-}T.d'ed e
survived his wife some four years. e die church'
1881, and was buried two days later from Unity 3

Three children survived him—Charles F., bred a lawyer,-
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Bar of Illinois January 7, 1857,
who removed to Washington about 1864, and became a
member of the law firm of Hughes, Denver & Peck ;
Mrs. Edward Wright, and Mrs. Perry Trumbull. an
adopted daughter. At the memorial meeting of the

Bar, convened May 26, and adjourned to the 3oth,
when they again assembled. speeches were made by
late associates, from which are

several of the Judge’s i
excerpted the following estimates of his character and

owers : _
«Tt could be truthfully said of Judge Peck,” re-

marked Judge Drummor}d, «that he was an honest,
udgment and counsel went

self-reliant man, whose ]
rarely astray.” “A man,” said B. C. Cook, chairman
of committee on resolutions, of earnest convictions
and had the courage of his convictions, e g
‘ndee whose decisions will stand as clear, profound,
and faithful expositions of the law. * * * He has
left the impress of his character upon the eventful time in
which he lived. Hisinfluence has been marked and bene-
ficial in the history of the city, the State and the Nation.”
* * * «[t was fortunate,” says Judge Caton, ‘“that
he was rarely wrong. Whenever his mind was fully
made up on any subject, I never knew him to change
it, and this whether it were on a question of law or
Sthxcs, the use of a word or the structure of a sentence
x * It was not obstinacy, for he was anxious to
be convinced and to agree with us. It was simpl
sy .- - Py GOt
viction, fl:f)m which he would not be moved to oblige
anybody.” *]Judge Peck,” says Mr. Ashton, “was no
ordinary man. As a lawyer and judge he had few
superiors; as an adviser and counselor I doubt if he
had his superior. He was not a ‘ case lawyer,’ alth
when ipclined, he was a fine advrcn::a.t"i:;y .Hit‘ough
Z.wyer in the fullest sense of the term. ¥ * *vasHa;
ways reacbed his conclusions by analysis and from
principle. * * He disliked the drudgery and
zﬁutuip lt:'l)f the office, but when necessary he gou{d ;]c
mplish as much labor in a short ti I
ever knew.” «He was."” Said J d Ime as any man I
spoken in hi b nige: T pambutly, “out
oen Wisthotilnmons_, and never pretended what he
e He - ypocrisy, shams and deceit he had no
e T f e e Rindness of heart
: ympathy and hospitality. * * * i e
e tality. His famil
one of the happiest and brightest in which 4
:zinevelt my privilege to mingle. Even in r;a‘:rerlc]'flt
n pain and sorrow c T - 5
was broken by disease, hisalrlré%e z;r:lc(li :l:s ]l:->fhy51cal e
g_)rsake Him, * % % He liveda p:fe ;}}ness d‘i not
e and faithful in all its relati L Siwasind,
mmA, ul in all its relations, and died an honest
LoNzo HunTIN i
September 1, 1805, (I}-I‘I;Ovl:a: Eabom fuShasbny, Vi,
eton. n Canti a grandson of Amos Hunt-
1 g ptain in the Revolutionary W -
v er's side a grand-nephew of Gory A, and, onhig
ermont.  After receiving his ea lvemor lughis o
schools of his native State. he rly education in the
hood, to western New Yc’)rk v:;:moved. in early man-
years at his trade of mason a'nd :fr e he workec! O
under the Hon. I. T. Hatch, of Btel‘ward studied law
returned to Vermont, where be ma uffalo. In 1833, he
I?Yel', a native of Clarendon Rurtrlmidpatmnce LoksIn.
Bater: of Ehe seell knoas Dr.,Charl::V CI;)untY; and a
wcago. For two years after his marriag: JEh 0f G
ayne County, N - iage he resided in
BEas y, N. Y., of which Lyons is th
= , when he removed to Chicago in the f le ey
He was ch_osen State's Attorney for th F gt FRase
in 1837 his competitor, Alber{rG It e ait Capeun
the Bari being rejected by a maj'ori:; rg,f iﬁnegb“ at
Assembly, e ; e General
because he was himself a member of that

and admitted to the

body. In 1839, Mr. Huntingt .
State’s Attorney. Admitted togth(::nB‘:xfl T ?\%'aln chosen
is not found enrolled on the list of theg €W York, he
of Illinois until january 14, 1840. The UPTeme Coypy
ble criminal case prosecuted by him Waqmlost Temark,.
John Stone, for the murder of Mrs Llictr;fi P‘j{()ple s
5 5 T

son, at the spring term in 1840, and ex omp.

cited some b

Egm:f:l but undeserved animadversion as a prosecutor of
thg r:_t:c,s, for performing under the orders of the court
of tge Kﬂctqry duty of entering suit against the editor
hi e American for contempt. At the expiration 0
1S fSe(:c_md term in 1841, he resumed the practice of the
Erg ession as a member of the Chicago Bar. As pros¢-
d‘; (:r and advocate he was recognized as of great "
= Sthl‘g' _ra'tther than great talents, of conscientious fidelity
it :in erests of his clients rather than oratorical abt™-
Y:tan_ of unquestioned integrity rather than showy
g:;‘;fi]nsxon or display of legal lore. In his official post-
terin 5 %as fairly successful, especially du ring his secon
R l:)' his neighbors and acquaintances he was cor-
To stand ll)s family, kind, generous and self-sacrificing:
life an?i by his own was the cardinal principle of his
and' = in the varied relations of son, brother, hus
his ho er he has seldom been surpassed. He died at
six e::e in Chicago, November 17, 1881, aged seventy-
haviyn Sd His wife had preceded him twenty
six cl%ld ied October 23, 1861, aged sixty. They ad
survi ildren, of whom only two, a son and 2 daughter,
SEPELNE Henry Alonzo Huntington, the son, was borp
i'? (..hlcag()._ March 23, 1840, served as an officer in the
ourth United States Artillery in the Rebellion, and &
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tter known as l\il;}jor Hun_tington, of the editorial
n(;\;_ E';ef the Chicago Tribune. The daughter, Frunce;:;
sta® S Chicago October 23, 1844, is the wife of Ben.

porn 1D of the law firm of Wilson & Colljer

'ami“ M. Wilson,
Lf this city- Sc

ONATHAN .Y()UNG CAMMON, also a member of the
[y Bar of Chicago, being admitted December 7, 1835,
Fasgetched in the field of perhaps his greater fame ae
';1 early hanker. ¢ ;

osepH N. BALESTIER was born In 1815 at Brattle-
poro, VE, whence he emigrated to Chicago some time in
O™ " He soon formed a partnership with Thomas R,
Issbl';ard and the firm is found advertising “ money to
= in the Chicago American of December s, of that

q . .
121;!_ Both were recognized as lawyers though neither
5:811;5 to have taken the trouble to obtain a license to

‘e in Illinois. In 1836, Mr. Bualestier “realized
prizuc;er day,” says Harriett Martineau, “by merely
making out titles to land.”* Hubbard & Balestier ad-
vertised as a firm as late as August 16, 1837,,_ and both
appear in the reprm_ted £ c}trectory of 1839. ]anuarly
21, 1840, Mr. Balestier del‘wered before the Lyceum his
no’w celebrated lecture * The Annals of Chicago,” re-
rinted in 1876, with an introduction by himself, as No.
t of the Fergus Historical Series. On or before Sep-
tember 25, 1840, he formed a new partnership with E.
Webster Evans, a young lawyer, just arrived from the
East. But within a year, September 23, 1841, we find
Mr. Balestier advertised as a lawyer at No. 58 Wall
Street, New York ; and his Introduction to the Annals,
referred to, is dated Brattleboro, Vt., January 1,
iere he now resides.
mas R. HusBarD went to New York about 1839,
and became secretary to a banker.
' ibmx ANSON%LIVER BEAUMONT was born in
umbia, Tolland Co., Conn., about 1811. Reach-
ing early manhood, he studied law at the New Haven
law school, where he received a diploma, equivalent to
a license to practice in the courts of the State. In
1836, accompanied by his mother, widowed in his in-
fancy, he removed to Chicago. He formed a partner-
ship with Mark Skinner August 6, 1836,and the firm
held a respectable rank in the profession. Mr. Beau-
mont was not enrolled on the Supreme Court list as a
licensed lawyer until December 11, 1839, though prob-
ably admitted to the Bar here as early as 1836. In 1842
he was appointed Commissioner in Bankruptcy for
Cook County. On February 3, 1842, before the Young
Men’s Association, he delivered a lecture on “ American
Literature.” 1In the spring of 1844 his health became
impaired, and Mr, Skinner being appointed United
States District Attorney, the firm was dissolved that
summer, In the ensuing spring Mr. Beaumont was
taken by his mother to the home of his youth, but the
: id not avail, and he died of softening of the
n, December 18, 1845. He was a tall, slim man, of
Cate organization, unfortunately subject from his
0 nervous disorders, which despite a fair intel-
excellent education and industrious habits, re-
| his professional progress; and although Mr.
attained respectable rank in the early Bar of
-made no permanent impression on the pub-
and his existence is almost forgotten.
& AMgs HARDING, a native of Rhode Island,
s born about 1812, and a graduate of Brown
a brief sojourn in Chicago as alawyer,
ord as admitted to the Bar in 1llinois.
oned here as disputant before the Ly-
836, and next, as partner of Henry
r deaf and mistook $s0 for §500.
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Moore, March 15

» =y M of the S

Ing dissolve 7 e -

as;,nc;;‘t,g(llvu! May 19, 1837, and Mr. H;lrd)irr: r&l- }‘1-"1”1-

& Havd oo 10 Fletcher Webster. The firm of W ogor

P arding soon remo Mich r)h ‘thj.?tcr
W years Mr. Hardj o e Bl

T et s ng became editor of the Detroit

. He found in j 1
ok Journalism a more con.
i sphere, and filled the position of editor “:itLhL((]Jitl-

tlng}t“lish'e(l credit until his early death in 1856

5 |8L[Ez“;1]:|3R WEBSTER, a son of Daniel Wchlster born
i 4 a graduate of Dartmouth, was as ‘ahm.'c
s € head of the law firm of Webster & Harding

of Chicago for a brief interval i

; val in 1837, while residing :
lPeru j Dubs he was never enrolled among tl::cﬁlli(élng 1(\;
awyers of Illinois, a 2 ense

r nd as the firm soc a :
Detroit, his connecti R

) ! on with the early Chicago Bar is
sufficiently noticed by this brief menli?m. Beh

HENRY BRrOWN was born in Hebron, Tollan
Co., (,on_n., May‘ 13, 1789. The father, I):’mieL waL.i
a commissary in General Greene's division, in the
Rev_olutmnary War‘, and was granted a pension for his
services. He provided a liberal academic and collegiate
education for at least two of his sons. Henry graduat-
ed at Yale, and when of age removed to New York
where he studied law, first at Albany under Abram
VanVechten, afterward at Canadaigua under John
Gregg, and finally under his own elder brother, Daniel,
at Batavia. Admitted to the Bar about 1813, he settled
at Cooperstown; and in 1816 was appointed Judge of
Herkimer County. After quitting the Bench, about
1824, Judge Brown continued the practice of law in
Cooperstown until he removed to Chicago in 1836. Mr.
Brown was elected Justice of the Peace May 20, 1837,
vice E. E. Hunter resigned. His son Andrew Jesse,
born in Springfield, N. Y., in 1820, arrived in Chicago
in 1837, and Mrs. Brown and four daughters followed,

@&m@m

in 1838. In 1839, his term as Justice expired, and he
returged to his %%ofession, to which, and some literary
work, he devoted the remainder of his }1fe. He 8was
chosen City Attorney in 1842, and qppornteid,r‘:in lch4gf
upon the resignation of George Manierre. 1n Var

) d that he was preparing to
the later year he announced th: AL g T
publish a history of Illinois, which was issue tlz L
York City in 1844, and on which hIe”‘hacilS cl;?ftn 4 I?::en:
His name does not appear on th% mf,aterkin e
sed lawyers until February 27, 1 45. el v
he took into partnership his son, who [E)lwlialb i
v imbut 28 e L er o, 1

he was admitte ¢ L

Whgr\f*ho had returned to Chicago in 1345)- AL
%, January 20, 1846, Judge Brown af(lj}t:f;; o. Present
i m., delivered an inaugural on I g'm‘d ich

ycell?l t‘ re.”'* which has become hlstortc,d ‘h Aiyar
ot udf:’e thoughtfulness, great bf}’-fldt ey, T
evinces nF:ark ed foresight of Chicago's ctz)g I; h}cri‘w i
?i?éldaizu:g% three days after his smg::rs; : é g
cholera, being the ﬁrstc::is{e 6128 ethﬁzdybeéome epidemic.
pected until after the CIS€8T" 5 ors, having stOO(}
the confidence and respect O

He was buried with
High forpmecy I°6, 7 iest literary efforts was
he attacks of the anti-

i of his earl

at fraternity. One ]

:lhdefcnse g e orczier ra:gtatlll: Satllteged abduction of Mor-
ic party, based © ' .

Ma'sl’?lzl:fhn?l as p}:.:" of No. 6 of Fergus's Historical Series.

ame year,
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judic ublished in Batavia
| other prejudices. It was pt ;
ﬁr:}l:ilh?]a([r. }jronp-)n resided there, forming a duodet:lmc:)rc:é
two hundred and forty pages. Juglge_ Brown was
ordial in his intercourse

the kindliest of men, VEIy C ! _
:xfith Lhi:; fellows, and utterly devoid of pretension or

B -etation of dignity and assumption of un-
;;:gé;)qﬁrj‘f\grigi‘i;t‘lliyo othersgexc);ted his r1d1cu.Ie, as he
conce-ived such airs to be bytan ingemogs contnvangiéﬁ
conceal deficiency or impairment of brain power. .
was his habitual industry that d_urmg_the greater 59 3
tion of his life he labored at his duties or his studies
sixteen hours out of the twenty-four. He (was 2 mign
of the most extensive and varied reading, and had
learned to cull flowers of fancy and gems of thought
from all the literatures of mankind. He was of frank
truthfulness and childlike candor, aud was universally
respected for his many excellent qualities of head and
heart. He was large and imposing of stature, weighing
over two hundred pounds, and of dignified appearance.
Tn politics Judge Brown was a erlocrat, f'md enter-
tained Mr. Van Buren during his visit to Chicago, July
4, 1842, and with him became a Free-Soiler in 1848, but
he was too transparent to be a successful politician, and
too broad to be a blind partisan. Besides the son al-
ready mentioned, his wife and four daughters survived
him. The eldest child, Cornelia A., born in Springfield,
N. Y, August 12, 1818, married William H. Stickney, of
Chicago, February 19, 1852. The second daughter,
Julia, borne in* Danube, Herkimer Co., N. Y, in
1827, married George W. Dole, of Chicago, March 3o,
1853, and died October 16,'1865. Sarah, born June 13,
1824, married Dr. William Butterfield, October 23,
1844. Caroline, born August 1, 1826, married Thomas
L. Forrest, July 1o, 1848.

Francis PEvron, was a member of the early Bar
of Chicago, though never formally enrolled as a lawyer
in Illinois. He was a partner of James Grant in the
spring of 1836. In the notable meeting of January,
1837, to promote internal improvements he was chair-
man of commirtee on resolutions. In May of the same
year he was chosen member of the first board of school
inspectors of the new city. In the winter of 1838-39,
he was attorney for Colonel Beaubien in the final effort
to secure his claim to the Fort Dearborn Reservation.
He copducted some law business.before the Circuit
Court in the spring term of 1839, and was one of the
speakers on the occasion of a notable excursion on the
sﬁeamboat “ Great Western,"” August 13, of that year.

e aftemfard came here in 1840 to assist State’s Attor-
ney S}:““““gtfn in the Stone murder trial.

MUEL LISLE SmiTH was born in Philadelphia i

12:_7. olf wealthy JParents. His early advantaggs edurf
Ci io-na and social, were exceptionally good I:"re o-
a:‘;“;ly ta'lentt'Ed' he had studied law at Yale an'd pas:ed

xamination entitling him to a diploma or lic
practice before he : ense to

In 1836 he came tov;?lsinc?ifs fgi}i:(;;n;ff e

- _ ¢ er the interests of

Peru. With abundant resources drawn
tlieasury, young Smith associated mt;rc:}r;ﬂ::;::;ental
{)}V easure-seeking young men who then thronged this
estern center of speculation, and naturally fell into
habits of life which somewhat marred his career. Re-
turning East, he shook off this premature puréuit of
pleasure, soug!xt and obtained his diploma as a lawyer
and was married to a Miss Potts of Philadelphia In
1838 he again set out for the West and settled in Chi-
cago. He made his headquarters in the office of But-
:;teﬁeld & Collins, where he familiarized himself with
- laws of Illinois. He gradually slipped into his

former convivial habits, and in 1839 was choe .

torney, a position which _funishf::,,(iJ abUnda;i“(?cngAAt.
for the exercise of his genial and generous e itas,](,n
Coupled with the continuous stream of his ﬁléFuallt ;
wit and mimicry, his convivial spirit enhanceq hisl Ernce,
larity, while it did not seriously impair a fortype dg;pu.
mainly from his father. He was at thig B at1'n.rcd
very height of his reputation as an orator. The che
1. N. Arnold, one of his hearers, at the Whig State Cun,
vention at Springfield, in 1840, thus refers to his o on-
“T heard for the first time stump-speeches from {-}'s:
coln, Harden, Baker, and others, but the palm of ein.
quence was conceded to a young Chicago lawyer g.
Lisle Smith There was a charm, a fascination i ]his.

I itr,,;, il
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SAMUEL LISLE SMITH.

speaking, a beauty of language and expression, a pcetry
of sentiment and of imagery, which in its way sup-
pressed anything I had ever heard. His voice Was
music and his action studied and graceful. I have
heard Webster, and Choate, and Crittenden, and Bates
of Missouri; they were all greatly his superiors in
power and vigor, and in their various departments of
excellence, but foran after-dinner speech, a short eulogy
or commemorative address, or upon any occasion when
the speech was a part of the pageant, I never heard the
equal of Lisle Smith.” In 1844, he took an active in-
terest in the presidential campaign, the third attempt ©
the Whigs to elect Henry Clay, of whont he was 2 great
admirer and supporter. In 1847, at the River and Har-
bor Convention, at Chicago, he signally distinguishe

himself among some of the best speakers of the nation-
Horace Greeley said he ‘was “ the star of the vast a%°
sembly, and stood without a rival;” and Hen?y
Clay did not hesitate to write that Mr. Smith “Was
the greatest orator he had ever heard.” His Mag&”
netic power over an audience, as testified DY srﬂ;
eral surviving witnesses, was something wonderits
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utely marvelous, and hi
His in_1itations of Calhgjugo“[er of Fimie
are said to have been so et Clay, Prestonry no less so
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cpeakers.  His keen sense peculiaritiese ci friiisledd
tesque, ;omed to a vast funde of the ludi of these gre
acquired wit, filled ti of humor am("131‘,0us and at
adaptability to b he measure innate gro-
ecome a of his as well
two elements of the hi great orator, H phenomen
Jine, @ more portly ighest possib - He lacked 2
pleasure.  He wgq%hy sique and a 1:3 le success if\ s
stature, rather befo Wa&dsor{le and gfs’ca;dent purs”itthat
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s ordinar ing form ven at hi
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risen to em!l equal to h%nd father. Hen, and at
not pit: ninence; as i is talents ad his self-
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t p.".lhlld min of his death e“ (,)l'ator," said e nemory
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e was,” ost an affect'lre community
/as,”’ says jonate an A
udd Judge . d sin-
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without
fr words :
th%n"il:l under _: S(Hls eyes w
the i res of intel quare, proj ere dark
he inspirati ligen jectin and s
pirat ce ghb - h
tions 1on of hi ’ and wh row’ | 2 one out
ngethE}t stirred h'IS theme then kindled Em‘n()ljs with
was a . oqu His moti €
inon as the mel r:jquUS, as ﬂl‘m_ beyOnd (;,1 I_Tl his ‘,O-‘Of
ing to the low et i T ton escription. . 1t
H‘thOut a bre;}ft tones and usical inStrue and moc}ullt
506 could startl as clear anélsgng_ to themﬁ-m’ deseeng-
1 :)J(tlhe with the seofw“h Ths t;[l‘nglng I ;\gthSt Pitcl:.
loquence w test ca es of a pine ho
hls.’ langua as faultless dence of ri n angry god 3
brillia ge rich and ] hlS Style ppllng wat god, or
o ;:t; and whendh copious hisc'haSte e ‘Z‘;S- His
SUCl-; & conjured € gave t,he I.HUStrat-lonS assical,
tho en(:hantin up such ma reins to hi apt and
tha:lghhts and igm;reations g gelous fofmsso;ngagina‘
Iﬁirat‘-ls hearers vges in such elnc)rl and cloth cauty,
ion, Hi €re en €gance ed hi
i is s tranced wi of ex I
nding wo peeches w with wo pression
the ear, b rds which lik ere not the nder and ad-
full of ¢ ut do not m tke the jingli mere affluence of
som ' profoundest ove the he ng of bells d e of
etimes se tho“ght a'l’:t, They ehght
great verely logi , and rich i were oft
e men of hi ogicat. H in sentim cn
mith full : 1S day o e was admi ent, and
Goodri y indor e A survivi mired b
rich. ses this b \ ving adm; y the
truthful C!h and assures th ea:utlfl_‘ll trib mirer of Mr
B aracterizati e writer th bute of Jud ;
ever k ation of at it i udge
nown. the great s an entirel
. JusTin BUTTER est orator Chic ely
Sgt?c’- Educated iFIEI:D was born g0
Scho, 8. e Bl e Kecoe X B, |
e entered Wili pared for years at T n
gan the st d“’ﬂﬂs Coneg:‘?"ege by the loc e] common
Ten udy of la in 1807, 2 al minister
advaEy(:k’ at Watﬁr‘tvo under the gﬁtuf;d about 1810 bei
by tencid education h:n'kN- Y. Durig ]‘}J]dge Egbert
achin g eked uring these
Bar in g school in wi out his years of
; 1812. H winter; and scanty res
1n - e ’ wa . ources
hibiﬁe%art?ls' J efferst())igagothiTPracticeso?dﬁS“;ed fto the
at . SN Y. W rofessi
characteri _professional ., where h an
ristic of hi aggressiv € soon
the sec of his lat siveness and ex-
ond Briti er career hd: coura
by hab ritish war . In Jul £F S0
‘habeas corpu , he sought t y, 1813, durin
T IR
ke R e T
rial on S veral wee St. Law-
the enemy acr0555“5plc:or. of dislo alis_by the military
the writ on the COmthe border. My B intercourse with
ance, wlth the l"eSulI-[:and]ng Geﬂefal.whgtterﬁe]d Sewed
?f:_)t'esswna[ effort foto the young lﬁl,wyer firaded compli-
ation, his positi r a clientr hat his :
S : eact : Pure] y
tl';r:ated COﬂgitiggogft:ﬁmg regarded 22 1?: his own I'Eplu)-
rance of this blind e public mind.* e in the
ah{ge{leration fites [F_’]rejudlce which led h‘asthe remem-
exican War: “ ’Nw i asked if he was olm to exclaim,
?ne and it ruined mo’ sir! I oppose na waprp-osed fo the
ence and famin f;, Henceforth I'm f ; I opposed
Sackett’s Harbolr R He praCticedl or war, pesti-
then removed to ;here he married abf;Ome years in
n B E : € = 15 -
é g this time in Watert to Jefferson County, N %I'Otes
years. In 18 own, where he Py St Eh set-
turned 34 he came h remained several
to Watertow ere to reconn i
tled h own to wind x oiter, soon re-
hi ere Permanentl : up his business 5,
se;p Wl'i'& James H Cglllil:,sjsss‘ forming a Tion ;gft set-
r, B : as earl ner-
not only at th‘::ttgfﬁeld soon becamg ;Sre'[%]}’ 16 of that
.Johnmn"N ar, but in the brﬂadef rlélg[-“zed Ieader
ew York Reports, R AL, ations Of Civil
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h M al Col-
ife. He was one of the trustees} of R",’E?Ed};ﬁe st
::z;: at its incorporation, March 23, syrofession. Col-

i ) ank in the | ;
ined a front rank In i g
i as already well known, and rt_soonulsfca )
:lt?ast ‘fhe new accession was fuf”{hzils f;zcn)]wcr.s S
in the maturity o i Teacts
g rl:rience and the depth and \anelt)yrg et
of their ?x;?lents Nearly all the other membe e
lefﬁ; %ﬁggo Bar were youngdmen, ?jw?:it;n%e?:ﬁmiun
i i i ords, an
- heir maiden swords, : Ep
e tB?lttf.-rﬁ-elcl & Collins came to_be\;‘lf,wgo
a{lddpowe;.t the head of the Bar, not alone in t(h 1c:.ugs-
g:lztein ?ﬁe State. Against the movement for the

immediately atta

l‘,,_ e
=
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JUSTIN BUTTERFIELD.

pension of the Municipal Court in 1837, Mr. Butter-
field, in common with nearly all the lawyers in the city,
threw the weight of his influence. And in the conflict
between the Bench and Bar of Chicago, which signal-
ized the incumbency of Judge Pearson, 1837 to 1840,
e took an active and characteristic part. It was he
that in open court, November 11, 1839, held out to the
indignant Judge the alternative papers, a bill of excep-
tions against his own rulings, to sign, or the mandamus
of the Supreme Court of Illinois to obey. He was fined
$20.00 for contempt; but he was not to be cowed
or browbeaten, and, with his associates of the Bar, the
case was carried before the State Senate, where the
political bias, if not the greater calmness of that quasi-
judicial body, saved the Judge from the sentence and
penalties of impeachment and the wrath of his enemies,
In 1841 Mr. Butterfield was made Prosecuting Attorney
for the United States Judicial District of Illinois, which
he held until the election of President Polk. In 1842
drew up the canal bill, the main provisions of which
had been previously settled in conference by Arthur
ronson, William B, Ogden, I. N. Arnold and himself,

in virtue of which the holders of canal bonds v
?él(?u:;;l:; advance $1.600,000 wherewith to Compli:e
the canal. In 1843, through a n:usunde_rstand{n_g abouyg
the division of income from his official Position, the
partnership between him and Mr. Collins was dissolye :
and after the close of his official relations with the adl
ministration he took into partnership his son, Justin, Jr.
In 1847 Erastus S. Williams, a law student of t_he old
firm, and of late years b‘ztter k?own as Judge Williamg
of tl';e Circuit Court of Cook County, was adfled to the
new firm. June 21. 18409, after the‘re-ac_(;egj,s.on of the
Whigs to power, he was appointed Lon3m15510ner of the
General Land Office by President 'Iaylor.. A com.
petitor for the position at that time  yaq
Abraham Lincoln, who was beaten, it s said,
by the superior dispatch of Butterfield in regc,
ing Washington by the r}orthern route, but_ more cor-
rectly by the paramount influence of his friend Danje]
Webster. In fact, Lincoln was then, or hgd‘ recently
been, in Washington as member of the I"'hu'peth Con-
gress’, and had the indorsement of the I]lmpls delega-
tion, but the pressure of Mr. Webster was irresistible.
Whi’le in this office he co—o_perated z?al(_)usly with
Senator Douglas toward securing for Illinois the land
grant which became the subsidy of the Illinois Central
Railroad, and indirectly through the seven per cent of its
gross earnings made payable by its charter to the State,
an efficient aid in restoring the credit of the common
wealth ana finally extinguishing its indebtedness. He
held the position of Land Commissioner until disabled
by paralysis in 1852. On his retirement he received
from President Fillmore the highest praise for efficiency
and ability in that office. He had introduced ?ystle{m
and industry in the transaction of its bUSIneSbé" e
lingered some three years in an enfeebled con aténn.
when he died at his home in Chicago, October_ 23, IFIS'S,
in his sixty-sixth year. His wife—before marriage IAZ-
abeth Pierce, of Scoharie, N. Y.—and four ch:lc;a(r;
survived him. ‘Two sons, Justin and Lewis, whof d
been bred to his own profession, had gone be (i:::;
Lewis, born in 1817, and admitted to the Bar De:(:e‘mu_n
16, 1840, died in Chicago October 27, 1845. J:ZW'
born in 1819, and admitted to the Bar ]un-e Io, i 2
died of consumption in Washington, March s, dise(j
His oldest son, George, an officer in the na\;]y, i
about 1850. The survivors were William, t;aaugh-
graduate of Rush Medical College; and threletI( &
ters, Mrs. Sidney Sawyer, Mrs. Frances Ge ?ony,di
Mrs. William S. Johnston, Jr. Mrs. JOhnSbeen pik
January 7, 1875. Mr. Butterfield had always P
ceptionally happy in his domestic re]at:non;s, s i
deeply mourned by his family and friends, At P
memorial Bar-meeting held two days afte‘f s esse(’
associates thus expressed themselves: PO!:]SHOUS o
great clearness and sagacity of judgment, ca i e
steady energy, a well-balanced 1ndepa_s:nden<:t:3.nﬂinchi"g
spect for authority, and at the same time a? ltlhe lavw, he
adherence to his own deliberate optr‘:‘:on ol “\nd the
secured great respect as a lawyer. 3 ; the
services gof the dzceased . enFlﬂ% h:?;rggl £
gratitude of his adopted State.” * Justin bu
says Arnold, “was one of the ablest, 1 B
very ablest lawyer we have ever had at

3 l or and
cago Bar. He was strong, logical, full gfi : gis per-
resources. In his style of argument, al}] Webster, @
sonal appearance he was not unlike Danic

1q model.
whom he was a great admirer, and who wj-“ 1':;‘;“ wit
He wielded the weapons of sarcasm anc e in iNVeC:
crushing power, and was especially eﬁe"twcouﬂ, an
tive. Great as he was before the Supreme
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where on questions of law, he lacked the tact and

every equally successful befurfz a jury.” « Mr.
_c,I-tiIitm‘_‘r’mlbde.5 ‘juccess in the profession,” says Judge
But

M. Wilson, “resulted from what may be calleq
ot f adaptation, always seizing upon the most
e powCr ode of subserving the interest of hig client.
cffectlvf mﬁe possessed an intuitive appreciation of the
g h and resources of his adversary, and was the
gEnE" > 8 t to laugh a case out of court, unless
e tzt?;fﬂgs feeble or the plaintiff and his case
. pmsictotheassaults ofridiculeand sarcasm, * * =
;tzl’i;riﬁy indulged in flights of fancy, though .he never
B s i oo oy i
e ‘Sh}ﬁ?cf”ii M e, Tie high posi-
v . n 5
g'wm[i;aaggligzg was owing, as intimated, to his intuitive
t.mnrehension of the questions upon which cases musf
lavgl:iecided and by adapting his mode of attack”or de
fense to the peculiar circumstances of each case.” Mr.
Butterfield possessed readiness in reply and aptness
in retaliation, which with his professional skill and
knowledge made him a t'orml_dable adversary. and
a desirable advocate. Many stories are told of his wit
and humor, which need not be here repeated, as they
only illustrate traits of character and manner already
descil;ll::g NEwToN ARNOLD was born in }Iartwmk.
Otsego Co., N. Y., November 30, 181 3. His parents
were Dr. George Washington, and Sophia Mason Ar-
nold, who had removed thither from Rhode Island somﬁ
fifteen years before. Besides the subject of this sketc
they had two sons and four daughters, all of whom
grew to maturity, except one boy who died in infancy.
L N. Arnold got his early education at the district
school and the local academy. While procuring his
later education after the age of fifteen, when he was
thrown upon his own resources, and during his Sl:.l.ldl}?S
for the Bar, he made a frugal living by copying in t 1f:
office of the surrogate, teaching a neighboring school,
by office services for his law teachers, and finally by an
occasional trial before a Justice of the Peace. He
first studied law under Richard Cooper, of Coope}t:ls-
town, and then under Judge E. B. Morehouse. He
Was admitted to the Bar in 1835, at the age of twenty-
One, and became the partner of his late teacher, Judge

orehouse.  He soon found opportunity for his first
cumph in a role in which his success afterward became
Qite marked, that of advocate for persons charged
With capita] offenses. A negro named Dacit was under
dictment jn Otsego County for fratricide, an unjust
fresumption of guilt seizing the public mind because
WO brothers were believed to be rivals in love. Mr.
Armolq became satisfied of the innocence of his client
o & Secured hig acquittal. As he approached his ma-
Jority he concluded to go West, and in pursuit of t}l}:s
PUtpose he arriveqd in Chicago in October, 1836. bef'
Publisheq pg card as a lawyer as early as Noven}] .
" year. His chief source of income at ek
kill as a writer of real estate contracts, tra:tst
tracts, in the office of Augustus Garr th
dealer in lots and lands, and afteri\[:r]z:, i
city. In those early days of .»inol g
Vity in that line of speculation, Mr. Ar e
ten dollars a day in that capacity.

Certain n

¢ otes and ace
his hands for collection, g

~In March h

growing profession :
formed a law partnership with Mli%lsﬁdbmgaggr?llg%

which the first mention made js dated Augu‘st 1g6 18
thOl._lgh. known to have been established some r’nonflzé
lleague at headquarters,
n the relations and
y_riding the circuit
ding the State ang
€ capital as elsewhere sketched
writings.  Amold &
cognition, and were en-

history, from 1836 to
1846, when men were sometimes elected to the Legisla-

ture on amore or less outspoken platform of repudiation,
Mr. Arnold’s position and views on the opposite side
PaSi PP
came to be recognized. He was known as an earnest
Pleader for saving the credit of the State by accepting
in good faith the whole burden which had been SO un-
wisely laid upon them by their representatives. Thence-
forth he was universally regarded as a champion of
public honor, a principled opponent of repudiation and
of whatever else tended to weaken the purpose of the
people to manfully pay the penalty of the internal im-
provement mania, which had been the cause of the mis-
chief. In January, 1840, Mr. Arnold purchased for
$400, a lot in Fort Dearborn addition, which is
perhaps worthy of mention in illustration of the great
growth in value of Chicago real estate. With the
not very expensive building erected thereon smce_tl‘-:e
fire it now bringsa rental of §2,500. Inthe same yeal;j‘ e
was elected a member of the first board qf inspectors under
8 osition which his increasing
the school act of 1539, p it T ‘Telinguish,
ublic responsibilities soon forced him I ]
?anuary 18, 1841, a public meeting was held II} Chlcagfz
z 4 : teres
i for the payment of in
to promote direct taxation B8 OF the Sigrers
on the State debt. Mr. Arno At st
to the call, as well as a prominent speaker a ot
i ittee on resolu
i d chairman of the comm :
LRl d similar evidences of an
i these and simila
PR ancing rt of some of the best people
=l AU e ir the public credit, the
of the State to maintain or reg;:é a IaF:v which gave a
Legislature, in lf‘eb{uar_';]'. P:es of land sold under mort-
right of redemption in all ca i virtues of decrees
g es and deeds of trust, whether ll'l: L Benie iy cuch
g?%aw or in equity, and provided t ad wirhif A
. the property should be appraise el - A
sale 1d Et less than two-thirds of Sclilcthe gollcction o
i S(l) islation practically suspende und that it was
this e%ln Arnold at once took the g;l;ost S ot
i t'tﬁtional and Ca"fed i where his views
s Court 'of the United States declared void.
Supreﬂ;zﬁr;ed and the Obnoxﬁlﬁ l:i‘:: in Chancery by
WETES inted Mas e it
i he was appo! ntil his electio
In April, 1841, he ition he held u : ke
Smith, a pos s later, August 4,
Judge T. W. e. Four months later, et Augusta,
to the Legislatur. ~LoM 07y to Harrie fass.
: atavia, sfield, Mas
s ;:1 arr;ﬁ_dDéll_t 'll}rumbull Darra}?CEﬁ;’: E}ftt;llfnois, De-
daughter ly admitted to the ional visits
5 t\;vas folr;!‘lz:ll}a;i%r:;t of his many professional ¥
cember 5, :

i 5 ;ome time -

ital. though he had been licensed SOII?im i
capital, g
::ﬁzft;]::, agd his New

York license had secure

;___—-#
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as a member of the earlier
nA1t tt?ii |;l.;:'r:n-:rcratic State Conv}?ntlgn dln
duced a resolution committing that body
Rl Jaration against repudiation. It was
to an explicit declara f the Rock River district, but
seconded by Mr. Swan, 0! the t of the majority. Mr.
failed to receive the 1ndor§em;n el
Arnold received the nomination fo % et
his district in the General Asst‘l'_“blz g t 6.
ioned the office of Master in Chancery August 6.
He resigne RIS -ved a letter from Arthur
He had about this time received a lett o
Bronson, of New York, a creditor of this State toac
3 and informally representing the views
siderable amount, and : hod of payin
of other creditors, which outlined the method of pay g
the canzl debt by borrowing enough to complete it an‘
pledging its future revenue to the payment of interest
and principal of the old apd_ new debt. Ata ccl)_;fer-
ence some weeks later in Chicago between Mr. Bron-
son, William B. Ogden, I. N. Arnold and Justin Butter-
field this design assumed more definite shape and was
drafted by Mr. Butterfield as the famous canal bill,
which contributed so effectually to restore the S,t?.te
credit and enhance the prosperity of Chicago. The
principles involved and the sustaining arguments were
represented fully and forcibly by Mr. A_n:lold before the
Mechanics’ Institute, November 16, in a lecture on
“The Legal and Moral Obligations of the State to pay
its Debts, the Resources of Illinois, and the Means by
which the Credit of the State may be Restored.” In
the session of f842—43 he was chairman of the com-
mittee on finance, and introduced the canal bill already
mentioned. By persistent efforts he was enabled to
carry it through, but by only a very small majority.
In 1844 he was again nominated and elected to the
Legislature, and was presidential elector on the Demo-
cratic ticket. Toward the close of the year, upon the
resignation of Justin Butterfield, his friends petitioned
the administration for his appointment to the vacant
place of District Attorney for lllinois, while another
section of the party favored Mark Skinner. To promote
harmony the appointment was given to D. L. Gregg, of
Joliet. Meanwhile the loan of $1,600,000 provided by the
canal bill of the year before was delayed through the
cautious hesitancy of the money lenders, who required
additional and clearly specified guarantees from the
Legislature, in all of which subsidiary work Mr. Arnold
took an active part, having at length the satisfaction to
see the whole matter amicably adjusted in 1845. At
the close of his second term in the Legislature by its ad-
journment, March 3, 1845, he resumed the practice of
his profession with new interest and increased success.
In 1847 he dissolved partnership with Mr, Ogden, and
after some months became associated with George W,
Lay, Jr., in 1848. In that year, too, he threw his polit-
ical fortunes and talents into the new Free-Soil party
and was a delegate to its national convention at Buffalo,
and its _State convention at Ottawa. He took an earnesl;
and active part in the anti-slavery campaign, being one
of the chief orators of the party of Illinois. In all the
succeedmg biennial campaigns his voice and influence
were consistently opposed to the aggressions of the pro-
slavery party, and in 1856 he was elected to the Legislat-
ure on that ticket. In that year, too, the firm of
Arnolc] & Lay became Arnold, Tarned & Lay by the
accession of Edwin C. Larned. Inthe single session of
the Twentieth General Assembly, January 5 to February
l& 1857, Mr. Arnold was chiefly distinguished for his
elaborate and successful defense of Governor Bissell on
the charge of ineligibility. In 1858 Mr. Arnold failed
to receive the nomination for Congress at the Republi-
©4n convention of this district, but labored earnestly for

recognition fro
Chicago Bar.
1842, he intro

the election of his successful competitor, John F. Fa
worth. In 1860, he defeated Mr, Farnsworth inr?;-
convention, and was elected to the 'I‘hirty-sevemh
War Congress, by fourteen thpusand six hundreq ‘ar?é
sixty-three votes, or seventy-six votes over the Pres;
dential ticket. He was among the first representaﬁ\[l.
to arrive in Washington to participate in the inaugures
tion of Lincoln March 4, 1861. From that time un?i
the close in 1865 of his second Congressiona] term ;l
which he was elected in 1862, he devoted all hig timu
and energies to the cause of the Union ang the suppmt:
of the administration. His first speech in Congress wac
an eulogy of the deceased Douglas, with whom he har:l
politically associated in Illinois in the earlier years of
the public life of both. At the regular session in Decen.
ber Mr. Arnold was chairman of the committee op
defense of the great lakes and rivers. In ap able
report to the House, in February, 1862, he strongly
recommended that the Illinois & Michigan Capa] be
converted into aship canal. He introduced a bill
embodying this project, and in June urged its passage
with much force in a strong speech.. But despite his
most strenuous efforts it was defeated when it came to
a vote at the next session, though he made a second
powerful speech in its behalf in January, 1863. In the
next Congress, to which Mr. Arnold was elected in 1862,
he was chairman of committee on roads and canals, and
introduced a bill providing an appropriation of $6,000,-
ooo with which to enlarge the Illinois & Michigan Ca-
nal. It passed the House February 2, 1865, but failed
in the Senate. It was not, however, matters of mere
local interest, however great, which chiefly occupied
Mr. Arnold’s attention during the momentous period
of his Congressional career. Even the great question of
internal improvements which for fifty years had en-
listed the best efforts of the statesmen of Illinois and of
Mr. Arnold since his arrival in the Stite twenty-five
years before, was dwarfed into insignificance by the
great national questions which now taxed to the utmost
the best powers and ripest wisdom of .the two War
Congresses of which he was a member. It is a matter
of national record that Mr. Arnold was among the earliest
and most radicals upporters of the administration, and had
the honor of being the first member of Congress to advo-
cate the most sweeping of the war measures which many
declared revolutionary and unconstitutional. ~Though
a lawyer he saw at once that even the highest laws of
peace should not give way to the stern arbitrament ?f
war. The sword had been appealed to, and society's
provisions for the opposite conditions of peace aad war
could not be simultaneously invoked. —The unmasked
assassin in vain cries out, “ Thou shalt do no murder.
Mr. Arnold advocated the abolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia, the first link in the chain of
measures which finally secured * Liberty throughout
the land to all the inhabitants thereof.” By this first act,
about three thousand slaves obtained their freedom.
March 24, 1862, he introduced the bill which prohl_hltgd
slavery in every place directly subject to national juris-
diction, and which with some amendments became 2
law June 19, 1862. His first great speech in Cnr_lgl'?:'i‘j'
May 22, urged as a legitimate war measure the Ilbef-ll
tion of the slaves of rebels, and the confiscation of al
their other property. In the discussions which followed
the President’s emancipation proclamation, Mr. Arno
took an active part. The first debate began May 30
1863, and the question was brought to a vote June [.ls'
when it was found that ninety-three favored Whlt:
sixty-five opposed grafting abolition on the s
book. On the assembling of Congress in December,




" felt by the friends of the awmunistration
1863, 1t “;‘:_se permanence to the results of the great
that to agtioll it was necessary to pass supporting meas-

laﬂ}anunry 6, 1864, Mr. Arnold made a speech in

w S'House on *“The Power, Duty and Necessity of
_ the ing Glavery in the Rebel States.” February 15,
4 dgstrﬂﬁr Arnold, in the House, introduced the resolu-
.: 1864, That the Constitution should be so amended as
L tion, h slavery in the United States wherever it now
d to prohibit its existence in every part thereof

tbab(]lis
exists, S0C . Cong. Globe, Vol. L, p. 659", which was

2 'fﬁrevti;i by a decided majority but fell short of the nec-
adop two-thirds vote. In the further progress of the

2 on until the resolution embodying the now his-
.;lfsfﬁ?;eenth amendment was passed in the House,
tﬁaary 31, 1865, by one hundred and nineteen to fifty-
g}x votes, Mr. Arnold took a conspicuous part. July
14, 1864, on his return to Chicago during adjournment
ngress, he was honored with a public reception
his constituents, to whom his career in Congress had
ed very satisfactory, and a resolution of thanks for
le and faithful services was passed unanimously.
owever, declined a renomination ; but strongly
the renomination of President Lincoln, and labored
ly for his re-election, addressing a great num-
‘meetings during the campaign, in Illinois, Wis-
in, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York,
nest support of the man and his policy. His own
ional career closed March 3, 1865. In 1860,
ie from his profession was $22,000; his ex-
for four years as a member of Congress, though
 exceptionally frugal, and certainly not extrava-
e about $20,000 in excess of his salary. It
refore the wiser course to withdraw, and
‘modest fortune from speedy extinction. With
| predilection for literary composition, and a
alent for historic research, besides a lawyer’s
eigh evidence and discern motive, supple-
_avery sincere admiration for his subject,
imself the task of writing the life of Lin-
ory of the final overthow of slavery in
To facilitate his labors the Presi-
 to appoint him United States Atterney
of Columbia, and auditor of the treas-
-office department, neither office requir-
s exclusive time.
ination of Lincoln, the writing
re urgent, and President John-
he auditorship only. He had,
farther away from Democracy
he soon ceased to be in sym-
inistration, and felt compelled
- of resignation he undertook
was drifting from the prin-
:ssor,”” and of "the great
great Rebellion. Return-
nold completed the His-
has a specific histori-
or's personal knowledge
President, besides
often conspicu-
he final overthow
to collecting
ipers of Mr.
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and hie'aga.a retired to
€rary pursuits,

JoHN Dean Caton was
roe, Orange Co., N. Y M
Robert, had married his third wite. |
whom he had four children, of wlu,:; ﬂfl.m_mi,l I'“”). by
sketch was the third, and the first n;nt i subject of this
had eleven children by his first ;wifu J;” qu“m' e
sons; and by his second, only one son '11121 o Ry
so that John Dean was the twe]fth s;( e
child of : th son and fifteenth

a progeny of sixteen. The father was born
ng}:g:l 2:1. 17?{1,}0n the Potomac, in Virginia, where his
» also Robert, owned a plantation. This olde;
Robe_rt was an Irishman by birth[: and had I,Ll.(.t:]lhilr])](t]ﬁ;
English service, but had settled in Maryland some time
before the Rt‘avol.utionary War. The younger Robert
tlhtzlugh (ijnly in his ?IxFeen.th year at the Declaration of
ndependence, took part in the struggle and settled on
the Hudson at the close of the war. Here he became
a preacher of the Society of Friends, and his third wife
was the daughter of another preacher of that Society.
He died in 1815, at a comparatively early age for the
head of so numerous a family, When young Caton was
four years old his mother, widowed a year before, moved
to Oneida County, where a brother resided, with whom
she and the children staid some months, and then rented
from him a small place in Paris Township. Here the
future Judge obtained the first rudiments of his educa-
tion, attending the district school until he was nine years
old. In 1821 one Solomon Ross, a Friend, took him to
reside on his mountain farm near Smyrna, Chenango
County, where the labor proved excessive for a child of
his years, and whence after a nine weeks’ detention, he
was humanely conveyed thirty miles to his home by an-
other Friend who sympathized in his desolation. Soon
after he brought home the first fruits of his labors as a
farm boy, at $2.50 a month, being a quarter of beef
thus earned from Captain Hubbard At eleven, he
worked for Mr. Sexton at $3 a month, and was dis-
charged for harrowing an unbroken sward, through a
misapprehension of orders. With occasional and poorly
paid work from different farmers, and attendance at
school in the winter months, young Caton slow]'_v
climbed up to the age of fifteen. Pursuant to his father’s
wishes he was then put to a trade, that of harness-maker
being selected. He soon grew weary of the busme_ss:
and his eyes becoming accidentally inflamed, he e_asnl'),,
procured his welcome dismissal from the “ horse-tailor,
Job Collins. Meanwhile his mother had removed to
Utica, aided in part by such slender help as he had I:éeen
able to give her, where he now rejoined her, '13 1ﬂ ZQH
Here he spent nine monthsat the Academy, and made su Cd
proficiency as to be able to earn money at survey ‘é‘_gt“!“t
teaching before he was eighteen. He taught a 1.21 rlct
school near Ovid in the winter of 1829-30, and hire 'f“.l
to a neighboring farmer in the spring, but rfece:vmﬁ,ti:l
severe cut in the foot, he bade good-bye t‘il.“rm' u';lfe
he got one of his own some years later in I ‘I,I—K.nsﬁt B
now obtained his first knowledge of the classics a ht
i Rome. He again taught a
school of Mr. Girosvenor, at d returned to
district school in the winter of 183031, an h'rle his am-
Grosvenor’s school in the spring. e i)e(:;)me a
bition had been aroused, and he SOUQ?t t?n ihe Tacal
lawyer, having already begun to pettifog s
justice courts. In December, 1531, e onE tudent;
office of Beardsley & Matteson, at Utica, as a zd ok
afterward that of Wheeler I?arnes o Rogn S I?e turned
that of James H. Collinsat Vernon. In 1833 Mich
his face to the West, and while at White Pigeon, S1ch

private life and his favorite ljt-

born in the towa of Mon-
arch 19, 1812, Hig father,
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Irad Hill to take passage on his raft to

he came to Chicago on the Ariadne,

Pickering, arriving 1n the
Here he soon began to

was invited by
St ]u.'%cph, whence he .
under command of Captain
outer harbor June 19, 1833. N 3y
pick up such petty cases as offered, some of \«flu(h.
are referred to elsewhere. In his law business
of that year should be mentioned his effort In
behalf of some six free negroes, at a fee of
perhaps of one dollar each. The law of Illinois re-
quired that free negroes should show their manumission
papers, to_entitle them to free circulation among the
whites. The Chicago blacks of the period claimed to
be born in the free States, but having no papers were
subjected to annoyance under the letter of the law from
the hostility of such as were €nemics of their race.
Caton brought their case before the Court of County
Commissioners, pleading with success that some court
representing the sovereignty of the State must have the
right of granting freedom papers to these unfortunates ;
and that their honorable body was such court. Though
they may not have been able to find any constnu_tmnal
or legislative grant of such powers their hearts yielded
to the enthusiasm of the young lawyer, and they author-
ized the issuing of the required papers. In the fall of
1833, Mr. Caton went to Pekin, Tazewell County, to be
examined for admission to the Bar by Judge Lockwood,
who thus addressed him at the close: “Young man, I
shall give you a license, but you have a great deal to
Jearn to make you a good lawyer. If you work hard,
you will attain it ; if you do not, you will be a failure.”
Hc then proceeded to Greenville, Bond County, and
had his license indorsed by Judge Smith.* January
1, 1834, he set out as guide to Dr. Temple, mail-con-
tractor, on the first stage coach which left Chicago for
Ottawa. In February, he formed a partnership with his
former law-teacher, Collins. In May he attended the
Circuit Court, and brought the first jury case, being the
identical one in which he cheated his friend Spring out
of a client but into a better fee, as elsewhere stated.t
Mr. Caton was elected Justice of the Peace, July 1z,
1834, receiving one hundred and eighty-two votes out
of a total of two hundred and twenty-nine, in a very
active campaign, which left but a few if any votes un-
polled. In the fall of 1834, he was ill for forty-seven
days in the country at Colonel Warren's, and remembers
of the court business of that term only the memorable
case of uxoricide by an Irishman, whose acquittal was
unexpectedly secured by the plea of Collins, on which
the court instructed the jury, that if they could not find
him guilty of murder in the first degree, as indicted, it
was their duty not to bring in a verdict of manslaughter
in any degree, but to acquit. On the 28th of July, 1835,
Mr. Caton married Laura Adelaide, daughter of Ja-
cob Sherrill, of New Hartford, Oneida Ca., N. Y.,
whose affections he had won some few years before. In
a contest with Isaac Harmon for the office of Probate
Judge to succeed Richard J. Hamilton, Caton was de-
feated. In 1836, with N. B. Judd, he formed the firm
of Caton & Judd ; and in that year built the first dweli-
ing within the school section, on the West Side, at the
southeast corner of Harrison and Clinton streets. He
took an active part in the movement for a city charter
in November, 1836, representing the second district of
the town in the meeting for consultation with trustees.
The financial troubles of 1837 did not leave him un-
scathed ; he lost not only most of his real estate but his

.; On the Supreme Court list his name does not appear until December
o 5.

" *Judge Caton holds that this was the first term of the Circuit Court of
Chicago in which any law busincss was done.  If Judge Youny was here earlier,
Jw muy have organized a grand jury, or only passed through.
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health also ; and in 1838 he took refuge on 4 ¢
Plainfield, which he had entered some ye
of which he plowed a portion that vear, ap
he moved his family in 1839. He¢ kt‘:[:l 1 )“;'“.l
practice in three or four neighboring (:umnlig-m !
the first lawyer to bring suit in the Cireyis > !’t'mg
of Kane and Will counties, as he had previg, ,I(-t,uru
in Cook County. In 1840, again in C{)nﬂi};‘y lw._un
Harmon. Having recovered his health he “t with
the position of Associate Justice of the but €pteq
Court made vacant Dby the election of L
Ford as Governor, his commission bearin ,Jllil_g“
August 20, 1842. In the October term of 1!1%;{ f'utc
in Bureau County, the historic case of 1hc‘Pgtar,
vs. Lovejoy for that “he did harbor, feed, secrete [,’pl“
clothe a certain slave girl, knowing her to be qu:}:u']:
etc., was tried before the new Judge, who distinctly | i
down the principle, new in that day, that « if‘ayw‘:l1
voluntarily brings his slave into a free State the Rh;:n
becomes free,” which had much influence on the 'Lre
in acquitting Lovejoy. At the close of the legisl'nivy
. - Sl E
session in March, 1843, John M. Robinson, who hag
been United States Senator, 1835 to 1841, was elected
to the vacant judgeship, but dying in April, Caton
after an intermission of only a month, was selected I:}'z
Governor Ford, and at the next session of the General
Assembly was elected by them, and served until the
re-organization of the judiciary under the Constitution
of 1848. He was then elected one of the three Justices of
the Supreme Court December 4, 1848, who were to serve
three, six and nine years, by which provision the election
of one Justice every three years was secured. The six-
years term fell to Caton, and towards its close, on the
resignation of Chief Justice Treat, in April, 1855, he
succeeded the place of pre-eminence for the few
remaining months. Being re-clected in June, 1855, for
nine years, he again became head of the Bench on the
resignation of Chief Justice Scates in 1857, and so con-
tinued until his own resignation, January 9, 1864, five
months before the expiration of his term. To accom-
pany an ailing daughter to Europe he laid aside the er-
mine which he had worn for over twenty-one years with
honor to himself, credit to the Bench and satisfaction to
the Bar and the people. Meanwhile he had become in-
terested, in 1849, in what was then known as O'Reilly’s
telegraph, but which was organized as the Illinois &
Mississippi ‘I'elegraph Company, * of which he was
chosen a director. In 1852 the company was on the verge
of bankruptcy and was saved only by Judge Caton's
business tact and fertility of resource. He proposed
that the company should obtain from the General As-
sembly of Illinois an amendment to their charter author-
izing an assessment, and the sale of the defaulting stock.
The board concurred and elected him president an
general superintendent with absolute pOWer. He 5‘;
cured the necessary legislation, and obtained enoyi&'“
from an assessment of $2.50 on each share, and the sales
of defaulting shares, to meet

arm
ars t)‘.‘rllrt.

Néay
y ding]

lii'h
lay

the most pressing obliga-
tions; and devoted his spare time, without however thﬁ
slightest infringement on his judicial functions. b
studied the art of telegraphy, making himself an expn :
of that day; traveling in the Northern wilds to Obtz‘l(l) 4
supply of cedar posts, negotiating with raulroad er‘
panies in Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota for transpos

tion, and placing his lines along their roadﬁ:r B
Weekly Democrat of November 3, 1853, thus re c”; be
his activity at this period: “Judge Caton “""‘50; [1li-
the telegraph king of the West. From all parts wit

nois we have reports of the system and energy W

-
which the telegraph lines are managed, and of new V!
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; ut in communication with the res c
qucs bemrgel;ns of the lightning wires,” thtg-f E;?ﬁe
ki ¢ the stock of the company began to pay dividends;
years 867 its lines were leased to the Western Union
A egraph Company, Judge Caton retiring from the

nagement. His pursuits since then .have‘ been a com-
maatioﬂ of literary and business enterprises, Intermingled
bl_ftlh the superinten_dence of his large farm, and the
W;ommcnt of his city home on Calumet Avenue, and
;Jmerous journeys at home and abroad. His judicial
decisions are scattered through twenty-seven volumes of
Illinois Reports from Scammon III to Illinois XXX.
Inthese he I_las_stamped the impress of his mind indel.
ibly on the lurisprudepce of the State. They exhibit
2 man of industry in research, a writer of vigor
and method, a thinker who is argumentative and
discriminating, _and occasionally original. A few of his
decisions especially after experience had taught him to
lop off redundency, would do credit to a Judge of any
Bench, State or National. ~While not overladen with
citations they are marked by de_hberatlop and sound
sense, and have stood the test of time. 'HIS early habits
of self reliance impart a vigorous individuality, and his
power of seizing essential points gives a clearness to
his decisions that make them both readable and valua-
ble. The best traits of his judicial style are reproduced
in his other writings which cover antiquarian and scien-
tific as well as purely literary and historical researches.
He generally expresses his thought_ with clearness and
precision, and as much condensation as is consistent
with an easy, full and unaffected style. As an advocate
he was not remarkable for readiness, requiring careful
study to insure success. But his long experience as a
Judge and man of affairs, enhanced by his later indus-
try in the fields of literature, has developed a fair read-
iness for extemporaneous speaking, and some of his
latest public addresses have been marked by the easy
self-possession of a man long accustomed to the exer-
cise of recognized and respected authority. His mind
is rather active than brilliant ; and he is properly re-
garded by himself and others as a man of patient indus-
try, endowed with a good working mental apparatus
rather than genius or phenomenal power. Of large and
rugged frame, his brain is of similar type—brawn and
brain being closely related. At this writing, he is in his
seventy-second year, still hale and active, alternating
between town and country, between literary investiga-
tions and business undertakings, between scientific in-
Quiries and the pursuits of a country gentleman, sur-
rounded by his flocks and herds, with no serious physi-
glalrmpalrm.ent except a dimness of vision produced by
e fact which he hopes to have successfully removed
€w months, Mr. and Mrs. Caton are the parents

the age of five, and three survive. Of these oneis a son,
plar ], who is a lawyer, and two are daughters, Mrs.
::) ?an Williams and “Mrs. Charles E. Towne, whose
iv: hands are lawyers. All thesereside in their respect-
whi glnes within the same inclosure as their parents,
1\ seems the crowning glory of a life largely devot-
110 the welfare of the family.
RANT Goobprich, born in Milton Township, Sara-
and .F:O-,_ N'. Y, August 11, 1812, is the eighth son
ﬁéﬁﬂmmh child of Gideon and Eunice Warren Good-
'%qaa) direct descendant in the seventh generation
William Goodrich, who arrived in New England
17 Gideon Goodrich removed with his
s auqua County, N. Y., and here the sub-
h received his early education in his

from a teacher whose pupils consisted

of seven children, of whom three died in infancy, one at .

. 169
mainly of the Goodr; ;
drich childre
7Ou ‘ Ll n. SOTTIJ e roa
Yoong Goodrich went to live with 5 o c JE4S later
estfield, in the sa a married sister

: me county, wh at
tun . 5 Y, where h
and]tgfttohg% a7 Jodling of the higher Ecn'l:liﬁh b

; he Greek and Tat : e ranches
Ol a resident lawyer, >SICS under the guidance

2 Ing it was thought

ad an Oppor-

year, returned to Westfield to sro.. in his sixteenth
to : :
at the Academy of that B Prosecute his studies

entered the law office of Dixonln&lggi;it};me- tha.egfl

in his twenty-second vyea
arriving in ghicago, “é::l; Ei;ﬁt \(&)gt fog the - West,
months later he made 2 joun‘w _y,t & T'wo
where he was examined and = ine Jacksonville,
Lockwood of the Supreme (?Surt hcirsszgr] by Judge
1835, he formed a law partnership with A, N?Fﬁ?lgrﬁgs,
which was chiefly devoted to the sale and renting of
real estate, and was dissolved February 22, 1836. \gith_
in a few c}ays Mr. Goodrich became the law partner of
Giles Spring, and so continued until the election of the
latter to_the Bench in 1849. Both partners found wives
at Westfield, where Goodrich had been long and favor-
ably known, and where he -had joined the Methodist
Church in 1832. He married Miss Juliet Atwater, July
24,1836. In common with almost every other enter-
prising citizen of the Chicago of 1837 the panic of that
year found him involved on his own and others' account
to the extent of $60,000, which it took many vears to
clear off, but which he eventually paid without abate-
ment. He not only advocated payment in full of all
obligations by the State, city and individuals, but en-
forced the exhortation by example. In 1838, he was
elected Alderman of the Sixth Ward, and was president of
the Lyceum in 1839. The firm of Spring & Goodrich
did a very respectable part of the law business of
Chicago during the thirteen years of its continuance,
the excellent personal habits of Mr. Goodrich being a
valuable counterpoise to the unfortunate infirmity of
Spring, while the legal ability of both commanded the con-
fidence of clients. A short-lived partnership with Buck-
ner S. Morris followed in 1850, and was dissolved in
1857, Mr. Goodrich practicing for a time alone. About
this time he co-operated zealously with others for the
establishment of the Northwestern University at Evansa
ton. In 1852 he was partner tl))f Geoi‘cgﬁ S;;:O:;“j"ugge
in 18¢<e W. W. Farwell, now better xnown
Farweslsl, joined them, th% ﬁSnc]i] becggilphg S)‘;‘I)(d: ;fé],p‘l{]::ét;
11 & Scoville. In 1856 Sidney
:feScovi]Ie, and the prestige of the firm waz gn!?ar;g;f
rather than diminished by the change’,Ggo “Z i
will e, South being e rgquh[']slz}fea]?; gave way
combingtion. . In 1557, o Glfo'r;zfn he made a pro-
and under the advice of b P ysllrcnin home until the
tracted tour of Bgapee o r::elctedgAssociate Justice
spring of 1859, when he was elec ; =
- ior Court of Chicago,
of the newly cqnst(litutgglsilgg; when he resumed his
ition he retained u 23 : ture
g?::;gci}n the law firm as constituted before his depar

ix years before. = —
i E:u:%l;t: sklmxe Flrost considerable property by the fire,

i Its.
nd it took about five years to recover fro::ilc ;tsa:;zsuhas
?ﬂ joa.e Withdrﬁv tt;l_'og'l f;:?ﬁza(l:aggagf hi; property,
i imself chie _ : pe
S?;il?:‘;?lfgu?;?esment of {he various soc1s_l,hrerl;g1;n;:
:nd benevolent intgrests of Chicago in WhiC
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han half a century. Originally a

: ore t . .
borne a share for more 4 abolitionist he drifted,

Thig. and later a free-soiler an | ,
;;?illizz’inm the Republican party, and was an €arnes

A r for
supporter of Iiintco]n‘srirc]lﬂux‘:;dt;n p‘:lrrilr?cig;:, E’: e
Tni A temperanc f
;4};:5 ]:'igilo?i'ceﬂﬁe to g,)rohibi_tion as a m'eans o}f]_ r;:céulcf:gg
the appalling volume of crime and poverty wk:é ar?long
from the liguo]r Ulaﬂi'(;r-lpaj:tia? -lgflgtio}}f)urgatﬁy e
the most absolutely 1m : - f
h of this city; and no taint or suspicion Of
ﬁzft;ﬁfhlfgtflrrﬁzss or venglity ‘has ever _attapdhedb tqn:-;l;
career as Judge, lawyer or citizen. His wide “us: pie
experience and excellent personal habits, as we 2 as .
extended knowledge of the prmcr‘plc‘s of law an _n;lah_y
familiarity with the statutes of Illinois, t9geth3f with his
firmness of character and soundness of judgment, have
made him not only a successful advocate but a very
valuable counselor. Mr. and Mrs. Goodrich are the
parents of four sons and one daughter. One son died
at the age of twenty-six, a studious, well educated
and promising lawyer. Another son is now a member
of the Chicago Bar. A third son is a manufacturer in
Boston, and the fourth is a real estate dealer here. The
daughter settled in St. Louis, on her marriage, but on
the death of her husband returned to her father’s house.
Now (1883, in his seventy-second year, and in the enjoy-
ment of exceptional health and vigor, Mr. Goodrich can
look back on a more successful and better rounded life
than most men.

MARk SKINNER was born September 13, 1813, at
Manchester, Bennington Go., Vt., where his father,
Richard, a native of Connecticut, had settled as a law-
yer in 1800. His mother was of the historic Pierpont
family. The elder Skinner became professionally and
politically prominent in the State of his adoption. He
was Prosecuting Attorney and Probate Judge, Member
of the Legislature and Governor, Representative in
Congress, and Chief Justice of the State, Young Skin-
ner had all the advantages of a good early education,
followed by a careful preparation for college and com-

76 Pt

pleted by a course of study in Middlebury Coll

mo:(;t, which he entered in 1830, and ?:on? vi%?éhvil;

gtah uaéf_:d before he was quite twenty. His

. dt&'.r ied the same year, and he began his law studies

Nq Er Judge Ezek Cowen at Saratoga Springs, and
icholas Hill, afterward of Albany. He also sp’ent a

g:ta; ran:i;l;?i flewall-tlaveq Law School of Yale, He now

% Jﬁly, 1836(.) make Chicago his home and arrived here

: € ac once obtained admission to th i

In a2 month formed a law partnership (:viItl:r,had[;dBwel:E:

ool Inspectors, and for man ears i
zll);;l: ;l; :I:Ltsch?‘tot;?gc:rned thfe v{e{l-beil?; ::: aé(llt::g::eg-
; interests of Chicago. He w

E;tji n};tttor;ey March 10, 1840, and on the rez?gaﬁgg
< do tE:r Il;lt:‘erﬁelg of the office of U. §. District At-
. Inois, in 1844, Mr. Skinner was appointed
o hg.l;ancy, and an effort was made by his friends
ﬁﬂl,mbut e a more Permanent occupancy of the posi-
S b theﬁ‘imds of I N. Arnold also bestirred them.
 selves same direction, 2 In the interests of har-
Ir. Skinner eremptorily declined being a candj-
¥845,] the appointment was given

to D. L. Gregg, of Joliet. In 1846 Mr. Skinne
elected to the l.egislature, and was appointe( f‘h-r' Was
of the committee on finance. He introduceq a g_‘lfll'nan
refunding the State debt which was of great Vahi for
definitely determining the extent of the depy b €, by
ducing system and responsibility in its mzu,m)emtm'
and by reducing six or eight different styleg Ofg ment,
into one uniform and only authorized issue. In tf:o’,‘ds
portionment of delegates to the State Convemioea ¥
1847, he labored with success to secure zg the bn c_.f
thereof the State census of 1845 rather than the Un_élsls
States census of 1840. By reason of the more r;te_(f
growth of Chicago and northern Illinois, 4 just re e
sentation and proper weight of influence in the Cgre_
ing convention could thus only have beep Secur;ll-
He was also instrumental at this time in Securing the
passage of an act to resume payment of interest o the
State debt, which had been in default nearly ten yearsE
Soon after the close of his legislative labors, March ;.
1847, he resumed the practice of his profession, formine
a partnership with Thomas Hoyne, April 24, (O th%
death of Judge Spring in May, 1851, Mr. Skinner be-
came a candidate for the Bench of the Cook County
Court of Common Pleas, and was elected over his com.
petitor, John M. Wilson, for the remainder of Spring’s
term to June, 1853, when he declined a renomination
because of ill-health contracted through the excessive
labors of that court. At his entrance on the duties of
Judge, finding the calendar overladen, he sat continy.
ously for seven months, cleared it up and kept ahead.
With his retirement from the Bench, his previous with-
drawal from political contention, and the interruption
to professional practice incident to both episodes as
well as the threatened physical infirmity, he turned
his attention to the management of large financial oper-
ations, in which his success has been very marked. No
one in Chicago, perhaps, has so largely represented non-
resident capitalists or handled larger amounts of the
borrowed money so extensively used in building the
city. In 1858 he became a member of the Second Pres-
byterian Church. 1In the Rebellion period his services
were conspicuous and valuable as first president of the
Chicago Sanitary Commission, afterward named the
Northwestern, from 1861 to 1864. He was alsoa mem-
ber of the more general United States Sanitary Com-
mission during the whole period of its existence. Be-
SI_des his valuable services in that field he also gave to
his country, in 1862, his eldest son Richard, who had
Just graduated at Yale, at the age of twenty, and who
then entered the regular army as Second Lieutenant i
the Tenth Infantry, and was killed before Petersburg,
Va, June 22, 1864. Judge Skinner has been actively
identified with nearly all the benevolent and reforma-
tory enterprises of Chicago, and more especially With
the Reform School, of which he was one of the original
founders, and president of the first board of directors.
With his usual energy and ability he made a business-
like investigation of all such institutions as were accessl-
bl? for personal inspection and a diligent study from
printed reports of the more famous reformatory institd-
tions of England, France and Germany. His connec-
tion with the earlier railroads of Chicago as a director
of the Galena & Chicago, and of the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy, was of no slight value to those enter-
prises by reason of his marked financial ability and t
wisdom of his counsels as a lawyer and a man of Dust
ness, o
ENocH WeBsTer Evans was born at Fryburg, 0%
ford Co., Me.,.in 1817, of wuﬁ:fn and Annf-.y (Web-"teg
Evans,  Getting his ‘carlier education at the commO




cademy of Fryburg, he spent
College, and two at DarFmou:}:‘,rowl):s?és I?é
Juated in the class _of 1838. He studied law under
gra o Chase, of Hopkinton, N. H., until the summer of
when he set out for Chicago. Here he spent a
months in. the office of Spring & Goodrich, and
ocured admission to the Bar, as is supposed, although
hi does not appear on the Supreme Court list
until March 14, 1842. ‘He was partner with Joseph N
Balestier for a short time, _Balestier & Evans bein ;
found advertised in the Daily American of Septembe%
25, 1840- He attracted some attention about the same
tin’le a5 a speaker at the Tippecanoe Club. He soon re-
moved t0 Dixon, Ill, where for a time he was the part-
ner of the Jate Judge Heaton, and from there to Ken-
osha, Wis., where he was married September 16, 1846, to
Miss Caroline Hyde, daughter of a Mr. Hyde, of Da-
rien, Genesee Co., N. Y. In 1858 he returned to Chi-
cago, and was for a short time the law partner of James
T. Hoyt, and still later, of Mr. Tousely. }ie was, how-
ever, better fitted for lr}dependent professional business
than for partnership. T'here have been but few lawyers
sodevoted to the profession as Mr. Evans. He wasa
lawyer and nothing else, except a good citizen, a worthy
man, and an_excellent husband and father. In 1871
he was urged by many of the most influential lawyers
to become a candidate for Judge of the Circuit Court
of Cook County, but declined. His more notable
cases were Wilkinson ws. Chicago Tribune, and the
Zeigenmeyer murder case. He was very extensively
identified with suits for damages against corporations,
especially the railroads and the city, in cases of personal
injury, and his success in these was quite remarkable.
He was naturally, or by force of habit, earnest, urgent
and convincing as a speaker, and was usually able to
marshal all his resources of pleading and argument, as
well as persuasion and eloquence, as far asnecessary
for the success of his case, before a jury. But his
- power before the Supreme Court, or in chambers, was
still more creditable to his ability as a thorough lawyer.
He died September 2, 1879, leaving a wife, two _sons
%‘I:dtwo daughters. The elder of the sons is William
V., a lawyer, and the younger is Lewis H., a civil en-
g_'n?ff- Of the daughters one is married and the other
clc?g {!. He was a regular attendant at St. John's Epis-
D?EHC%urch, especially while in charge of his friend,
i e 1 Powers, but was not a member of any Church.
Calv: t‘-D ar meeting in commemoration of his death
. He:n e Wolf, who had known him since 1840, said :
- |::as eminently worthy of admiration and esteem;"”
g eai ht:omm:ttee on resolutions declared : *That 1n
e e of Mr. Evans the community had lost a most
tegri t; aﬂg excellent citizen, a man of the highest In-
e e :}? honor, the Bar one of its brightest orna-
i t;.record of whose professional career during
R d: ength has never suffered blot or stain, and
ki \‘:hand family a husband and father endeared to
it der'gh at devotedly affectionate attachment which
lhics home so worthy.”  He was not,” said Judge
e an ordinary man, but one who ran over with
awyer :fss for whatever he undertook. He wasa
DR A I?:l‘;athan usual learning and i_ntelhgen(l:]e-
dl')e.w. Sl hism?:' man of majestic sentiment, Wno
JAMES M. STRODE, faintly connected with Chicago
= &Hrlter years, first as a circuit-riding attorney,
te Senator, 1832 to 1836, With residence
, and then more closely from 1836 to 1840
~of the land-office here, and afterward as
the Chicago Bar and Prosecuting Attorney

_as State's Attorney,
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until 1848, belo &
. ; ngs as such to
ane;lnn1837, when he was properzli Pl
L Ot a practicing lawyer A i
about equally to the B -
Henry counties, succe

at later peripg
10Vernme i
Pro[essmnally hent;el(ﬁgiaﬂ

ars of Jo Davi
ssively e Cook, and Mc.

enrolled in Illinois until March 2 [3r378tat§’_'1 as he is not
’ - € must have

soon removed to Chi
cago or C

elected t £ ~ Cook Co
gl the latter in the State Ety,_as he was
ber hep‘ l{mon t}Cket in 1836. On the g t';:lglslatul-e on
mon duri?;lﬁi(_l his law customers to call (?n ]Onygvem_
turned in tg‘mésfow:lhabf?ence in the East Whéncé hcéam_

or € nrst se 1 ! re-
Assembly, at Vandalia, ssion of the Tenth General

mbl; Vand December 8 i
or his friends in his behalf tried to %’r;cgfé Ell\tiswzllggtigs

State's 1ey, but he was rejected i

istlrfhg;ble, being a member of t]he G?:r:;]ri\il a:;zém”
4 g close of the short extra session in July, he ry-
i ;gﬁqt t;% p:gt;t;c% u: ((ijhlcago and advertised l'ocatijr;

st 16, , but does not seem to have i

much influence or made any impressi e
mind as a member of the );Ear.p In 01%3(9m l:: elog:l bl:llg
books and papers by fire. In 1840 he was ’again elected
to the Legislature. The second session of the Twelfth
General Assembly of Illinois closed March 1, 1841, and
Mr. Leary again turned his attention to law, 'aldven'ising
as commissioner for Maryland April . He is again
advertised as a lawyer in February, 184z. May 21
1845, the death of his infant child at St. Louis is noticed

.in the Chicago Democrat; and his own of yellow fever

at New Orleans, over eight years later, in the Chicago
V_Veekly Democrat of August 27, 1853. He had mar-
ried a niece of President Tyler, and their associations
are judged to have been mainly Southern.

ManLON DickiErsoN OGDEN was born June 14,
1811, at Walton on the Delaware, i Delaware County,
N. Y., where his father had settled about 1792. He was
named for Mahlon Dickerson, United States Senator
and Governor of New Jersey, with whom the father had
been associated in early life. Young Ogden was edu-
cated in the district school, and later at Trinity College,
Geneva, N. Y., where he graduated about 1832. Soon
afterward he removed to Columbia, Ohio, where he
studied law under the future Justice Swayre until 1836,
when he was admitted to the Bar. Meanwhijle his elder
brother, William B., had formed in Chicago the nucleus
of a large business in real estate, as the representative
of the American Land Company, of Frederick and
Arthur Bronson and other Eastern investors in Chicago
lots and Illinois lands. Hither Mahlon D. proceeded on
a visit, and deciding to make it his future home,Mli;;
turned to Columbus, W e .

Kasson, and went back to Chicago

[n accordance Wi .
1837, to settle. now entered into part-

ic previous visit he ¢
E}%ﬁ'?l‘ﬁ(; a:vit];':bl? N. Arnold; and was adnz)ittggn t(r)le‘t):
Bar of Illinois December 11, 1837. Mr. ngrnold 2
had much to do with the court business of AT
Ogden, his taste runlnintg tt:oar: dl[(l:l it:;; i:::let ;:IeS.
aggrzsgf: lgf'lr:::l tI';)al(-ieacheasrgae of the law relations an
yapcl's of the business managed

d later by Ogden & Jones.
gtf]ﬁce‘rs’ qugrters in Fort 1)_earb0_rn &
his arrival here, houses being still scarcA‘:renue g
about 1839 to the corper of Dearporn AY®

B
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" home he occupie
) Street, where he had hgu::;;l:ected Probate Judge
ed Bl he Probate Court, alndugfi'g
r, as then styled, ly tothe general p 3
the office for four yeafﬂsg?g:: of the Sixth At
In 1845 he was elected 24 h Mr. Arnold was dissolved.
1847 the partnershlp wit tl a[']d exclusively identified
Mr. Ogden became d_nrel:)c };her and in 1849 obtained a
with the business of t'nsth?ﬁml, of Ogden, Jones & Co.
parmership e 1(;1 d, leaving two children,Char!es
In 1851 Mrs. Ogden di¢ le Rock, Ark., and Mrs. Will-
C., now a resident of Little In 1856 the firm of Ogden,
jam E. Strong, of thlsg:gén l?leetSWOOd & Co., involv-
Jones & Co. became e e replacing of Jones by
ing no other change Mr. Ogden married Miss Frances
Fleetwood. In 1856 I g I Sheldon a former resi-
Sheldon, a daughter of Genera g thi’s il
dent of Delaware County, N.Y., bu h-
; p ted on the block north of Was
ville, Wis. In 1859 he erec : d became
ington Square, the residence which afterward bec
historic as the only building that escaped destruction (Im
the North Side within the range of the great fire. In
1868, the firm was changed to Ogden, Sheldon & Co,, in
which he and Edwin H. Sheldon were general partners,
and William B. Ogden was a special partner until his
death. In 1871, in common with nearly all large owners
of real estate in Chicage, he sustained heavy loss in the
great fire. In 1872 he was elected Alderman in what
was called “the strong” Common Council, he and other
members of whigh had been induced to become candi-
dates in opposition to a corrupt ring then in control of
the city. The two years’ public service thus rendered
was the only deviation from private business he allowed
himself since 1846. In his original profession he made
very little money, but as soon as he went into business
he grew rapidly rich. The shrinkage in real estate
value which succeeded the panic of 1873, some outside
ventures in Ohio manufactures, and the too free use of
his credit to certain financial institutions of the city
forced him, in 1878, to put his estate into liquidation.
The city mansion, already referred to, passed out of his
hands, and what had been for some years his summer
residence at Elmhurst became the comfortable but much
less pretentious home of himself and family. Here he
died, February 13, 1880, of pneumonia, after a short
tliness, in the sixty-ninth year of his age. Mrs. Ogden’
and her three children, a daughter and two sons, be-
sides the two children. by his first wife, survive him,
Mr. Ogden was a man of fine personal appearance, but
of a delicate constitution, which his excellent habi'ts S0
fostered that he reached almost the rounded term of
three score years and ten. Of a firmness that was akin
to obstinacy, of perfect integrity and truthfulness, and
possessed of a most delicate sense of honesty, his char-
acter was above reproach. In religion, he was a faithfal
attendant at the services of the Episcopal Church of St.
James for forty years before 1877, when he became a
 His fame is of the business, rather
than the professional or public order. With the few
exceptions mentioned, he took no part in public affairs
or great public enterprises. His life was of the quiet,
useful and industrious type. Possessed of a
pleasing address, good conversational pow~
ers and a genial temperament, he made
hosts of friends. The enhanced value of

taric
for twenty years.

Chicago realty since his estate was put in
quutdwo!t has resulted in giving his heirs
2 goodly inheritance, reinforced as- it has

COOK COUNTY.

EpwarD G. Ryan, born in Ireland in 1810, ang a5
immigrant to this country before he was of age, arriveq
in Chicago in- 1836, and advertised as a lawyer as catly
as December 10, of that year, though his name doeg
not appear on the list of the Supreme Coun_ until the
31st of that month, when he was present at its sessiop
in Vandalia on some Chicago law-suits. He formed ,
partnership with Henry Moore June 1, 1337: but the
firm of Moore & Ryan was short-lwqd, the senior men.-
ber leaving Chicago in 1838 for his health. Amon
other activities in 1837, Mr. Ryan took a decided stand
against a movement of. ;mbar‘rasscd dfibl&ors for the
suspension of the Municipal Court of (,hl(_:ago_ One
of the most earnest advocates of suspension, James
Curtiss, having stated at a public meeting that he had

given up his law practice because unwilling to harass
the impoverished people, Mr. Ryan exclaimed, “It is
very apocryphal whether Mr. Curtiss has ab::md’oned his
practice, -or his practice has abandoned him.” After
the separation from Henry Moore, Mr. Ryan became
associated with Hugh T. Dickey, under the style of
Ryan & Dickey, which was dissolved January 27, 1840.
Mr. Ryan now turned his attention to journalism, be-
coming editor of the Tribune, the first number of
which appeared April 4, 1840, and which he freely used
in the conflict of the Chicago Bar with Judge Pearson.
Being of an irascible dispositien, Mr. Ryan mage many
enemies, which he seemed te regard as proof of intel-
lectual prowess. Being also. of a combative turn of
mind, and withal full of an overweening seif-esteem, he
seemed to delight in persistent efforts to impress others
with an equal appreciation of his assumed superiority.
In 1842 he removed to Racime, and thencefo:j:h his
history belongs to Wisconsin, where he rose to eminence,
becoming Chief Justice in 1874, because of his ac-
knowledged probity and ability, notwithstanding the
extreme unpopularity of his political views ten years
before. He died October .19, 1880, reaching within
twenty-five days of threescore years and ten. g

PATRICK BALLINGALL, often assigned to this pe-
riod, was then a student with Spring & Goodrich, and
became ﬁé:n mlgmber of the Chicago Bar only after bis
return uPage County in 1843.

Huck T. Dicksv is aleo similarly mentioned, al-
though mot a resident until 1838.

. NorMAN B. JuDp, an arrival of 1836, and partner
with Caton as early as August, 1837, Lecame very
Prominent, about the period of the Civil War, when he
achieved a national reputation.

GEORGE MANIERRE, an arrival of 1835, and Deputy
Clerk of the Circuit Court and law student in 1836,
was not admitted to the Bar uatil July 15, 1839, and
belongs therefore to a somewhat later period.

€]

been by their share of the larger estate
0 mlg
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(GEORGE W. MEEKER, a partne .
like him 2 student in 1837, and ardrﬁfuhfja“'e”e, was
half a year after him, December 16, 183 €d to the Bar
THOMAS HovnNE, also an arrival of ?'3
spoken of as a member of the Bar of tf?:t' and often
ot adml;teg to practice until December 16 JYSB;I' Wa§
then attained eminence. ¢ 9, an
CourTs OF CHICAGO, 1837 TO 18
of February 4, 1837, @ new cireuit w 44.—By the act
( as established
included Cook County, and was numbered th F e
For its Judge, John Pearson, of Danvillet fo ety
lawyer, admitted to the Bar December Dl
chosen by the Legislature. The selections, 93, e
distasteful to the lawyers of Chicago Hproved very
Hoyne, despite his judicial candor w%iiin ?fn‘ qieimas
more than a generation later, reflects a fegeﬁ this event,
pointment that at the time must have be‘;ﬁ Oifn(tinsap_
udge Pearson, he says, “ was known to be inco i
for the position, and to be sadly wanting in th petent
which make a good judge. His I 1 the qualities
sequently been unpopula with Do rns tad con-
ly b pular'with the Chicago Bar f
the beginning. The Democratic party was i rom
the State, and John Pears y roNETan
i on was a Democrat—he
oor lawyer and an industrious office-seeker.” il
The spring term in 18 \
d 1837 was opened Ma
Judge Pearson, with seven hund q 22 by
Before his arrival he had B onihe dockes,
ad promulgated an elabo
burdensome and perhaps somewhat arbit T
rules for the guidance of law {eny system of
Hepe ! ! yers transacting busine
in his court, which did not tend to smooth =
favorable reception of himself, hi ERE AE Wy fad
sions by the Chi self, his methods, or his deci-
e Ittlllagg Bar. But the urgency of impa-
of business a pararioxfz:};gﬁic%et r::lnd}?md iRl
! 1 ct, and the i
Ez:t:;iuullgeﬁlmgs by either part,y to the iml;g:cll%:fgc:oﬁf
% ithant a2 oo s of the year 1837 passed
ance and self.::;rsg' In 1838, this sustained forbear-
lish a reconciliatit;ﬁmotroal,lt l})otht o b
if not . J east a modus ?Jz'zle;;(fg' which
i :folt'ggalwv;rlguld be mut'ually respectful, a’nd':ﬁe
noted these indicht?ui?;her P slnd encouragingly
But the secti e
dors “msﬁcttglnal jealousy and political antagonism
QS untaopily been set n motion by the appoin:
S0 de_ﬁlrable 5 ey r the accomplishment of
;e“im 1839. 'The 'S-pring te su%pgssed [l foune
ocket h : erm had been held, and th
discuntint(lr?ég:“:, fllecl.tl)me so burdened by reason of thi
n‘:"-‘ﬂcﬁdzme:m?al:er‘: efmunff:'pa.l Court that he an-
Monday in May IT of the Circuit Court for the second
farther on, that the i was at that special term, as related
ar of Chica, e issue between the Bench and the
hiden crego took shape. Meanwhile two new courts
P !%37_ ated for Chicago by its charter of March
. THE :
cltychartglfl;f_gv,g“i’gl}"s Court.—Section 68 of the
€ same iur: vided, “ That the Mayor * * * ghall h
as th € jurisdiction within the li o JaaBa ave
. e Justices of the Peac e limits of said giey % . "
e re?ulmm“ts el e, upon his conforming to
%‘F the Peace.” regulating the office of the Jus-
IRE Marri
'i;“‘c‘c‘;:l‘;"-; Court.—It was by the establish-
- given to th adof?i?spec!ally that relief was sought
Ven to the administration of justice i Chi
ulation of untried cases 031 tshlc?'l mk Icfagl;)'
‘ T e docket of the
t:dcﬁuk County, and the delay in civil suits,
8 vt 1 ;nqst to a denial of justice, owing to
and legal preference of criminal cases, had

5 :
grurtusrr.lmirged the fundamental
F VETYy person within

delay, conf
y SectionsO rgr;abtlg ;:30 thedang 1
with this court, the 2 of the charter are
have jurisdi t, chief provisions bei concerned
all rnattersmt(l;(-)r}l concurrent with thzlr(lig' L
LErS, Civil or crimi his ircuit Court, i
where either T criminal, arisin ithi i
party is a resid g within the cit
one Judge, to b resident. It should .
o bl bey at%féoglted by the Generalbiszzﬁb?y
i i overnor, to hold office duri Y,
l;—Iis salary and the o?hef' Ea‘d by the Common C(’ﬁ;l;ig
e paid out of the d xpenses of his court w ;
lected by the cl ocket fees, which ey
erk and t ? were to be col-
Th urned overto the Ci
to geCLe;é:s;v: Sbm ;[t)le Eg)pomt‘:‘d by the Jeuglgtg-'{[rlga?umr'
; y the Com > - ’ jurors
M Ll HE fraions e amoned
this court within the cit is functions as an officer of
Sheriffs in their respectivy were the same as those of
elecred by the peaple ”fc: counties, and he was to be
cRalalelectin IP , like other city officers, at the
SR n. It was a court of record, wi h i
its process was directed to the High Sl
cept where a defendant resided S g
when it was directed ed outside the city limits
b reatlo th((-:1 Sheriff. Its judgments had
the Circuit Court, and a:l] :—F erso?al S ey
any other Justice of the Pt=:a.c2p‘ea e
Circuit or Municipal C jEseis e faken oS
rules not speciallp 1.';1'dc'ctil R i
e Cineait Cgurtl andow?l were to conform to those
Court were to be ca;ried ; _appeals . P
the Circuit Court LT i e
By a short s'up leme
nta .
was further provide% that hli-fvs aﬁ:dgg glllle:ﬁ oo g Lok
and singular the powers, and he is hereb e
perform all judicial dutie ini g
I Crteit C es appertaining to the office of
e . ourts of this State, and to issue all such
- s and process as is, or may hereafter, by statutory
Ehiswsstl;)tr:f:'be made issuable from the Circuit Courts of
~ For this Court, Hon. Thomas Ford, who had re-
signed as Judge of the Sixth Circuit in February, was
selected by the Legislature. He had been Prosecuting
Attorney in the Fifth Circuit, and Judge of the Sixth
when each successively included Cook County, and was
favorably regardec_i by the Chicago Bar. He had ac-
quired the reputation of being an excellent lawyer ; and
ﬁs a judge was a terror to evil-doers, while as a man
e was a warm and devoted friend, or an equally bitter
enemy. As a citizen and politician he belonged to the
dominant Democratic party, but was too broad to be a
partisan, and when Governor, 1842 to 1846, did not
hesitate to break loose from the unwisdom of repudia-
tion and stay laws, or to espouse, support and urge with
all the influence of his position every measure calculated

to build up the shattered credit of the State.
The terms of the Municipal Court began with every

alternate month, and it was virtually in perpetual ses-
sion. An attempt was made by the politicians to pres
vent the opening of this court, the circumstances of
which are thus narrated by the late Hon. Thomas

Hoyne :
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“ urt of superior or general jurisdiction
withillltt:zs ciiy":.o It was topbe held that winter (1837-38)
for the first time. It was a time of great pecumalry
distress, and all obligations crea_ted during the §dpecu aci
tive times were just maturing and unpai i I?nt
there was no money to pay them. The docke sl.
were crowded in both the Circuit and Mummpaf
Courts, and something must be done. Somle 9
the debtors resolved that nmo court should be held ; 2
public meeting was called to prevent it. Tt was held at
the New York House, a frame building on the north
cide of Lake Street, near Wells. It was held at even-
ing in a long, low dining room lighted only by tallow
candles. The chair was occupied by a State Senator,
Peter Pruyne; James Curtiss, nominally a lawyer, but
more of a Democratic politician, who had, pract:c.ally,
abandoned his profession, was active. But the princi-
pal advocate of suspension of the courts was a Judge of
the Supreme Court of the State. Theophilus W. Smith.
Upon the other side were Collins, Butterfield, Ryan,
Scammon, Spring, Goodrich, M. D. Ogden, Arnold and
others ; and among them the Hon. William B. Ogden,
the Mayor of the city, who was subsequently admitted
to the Bar of this State (February 6, 1841). We will
count him in for he did manly service at that meeting in
sustaining the law and its regular administration, and
in repudiating and denouncing any interference with
the courts. He was a noble, generous man, whose hand
was seen in all public works. The battle was bitterly
fought. It was shown by the opponents of courts that
it meant ruin if they should be held, and judgments
rendered against the debto?s; that §2,000,000 were then
in suit against citizens which was equivalent to a sum
of $500 against every man, woman and child in Chi-
cago. Whatwas tobedone? ‘No one was to be bene-
fited,” Curtiss said, ‘but lawyers,” and he left that pro-
fession some time before. Then Ryan, a man of mus-
cular frame, eyes large, wide open, as great lights in his
luminous intellect, great as he ever was in debate, but
then active, and in his wrath, like Mirabeau, fierce as
;ee[il f}l:trie? ;pd terrible as hell,” when he rose to the full
ght of his great argument, pointing t i
that body of debtors if that [:vas th%: l?irgglu;tfl f,l::vk:?
they expected to save them. If so, it had long beeg a
?;:SI:::‘ }:’;féetlg'?tr }ltiemk}agulteftf the profession of law, or
sure—that if h NS R they conld be
tempt, he (R eysucceedEd in his present unlawful at-
il e 1o Eearanie them justice, zud the
would be for the co?:fgfnd _ihat obligation the better it
ure, stern of countenance n&e}:{our]?m:ler}?eld’ 9
Supreme Court who couh;l desce sef S Judee e
of :; sovereign people majestic asntherfgtilgttalxﬂf:); Seatt
with an assassin and murderer of the | ; i
Lynch. Others followed: but the € law like Judge
meeting laid the resolution good sense of the
wer% hEld, as they ;21;1; Ig::nogv::l:eqit:é};e.', and the courts
ut £ 3 ;
the end was pot yet; and the contest was trans-

ferred to the Legislature, T

A he court was t 1

:ﬂ:;: :.nd debtors found th_at scarcely had ?l?ei(i'li%zﬁc::
matured before a judgment and execution .

secured in the ever-sitting iy

Municipal Court of Chij
After only fifteen months of active usefulnessc,hi::c?:é

legislated out of existenc

I t e, February 15, 18

Lt:dbuix;;ﬁnﬂaerged oget to“the CircuitSCou:'r’g'wal:.;Shail:
L | d, so effectually relieved until

political necessnt'y demandedy' & H ot

P " 1ts repeal at the hand

he dominant party. Ten days later Judge For?:l fv:;

commissioned as Judge of the Ninth Circuit.

ATTEMPT TO IMPEACH JUDGE P
creased burden thrown on his shouliaz?:%ﬂ;-frhe in.
tablishment of the Municipal Court had Jeq ]} éhe dises.
sonto hold the extra term in May, previoys] Udge Peyy,
It was at this special term that the dissidgnmentloned
the Bench and Bar of Chicago became irrece betweg
by the refusal of the Judge to sign a bill of concilabe,
made by J. Y. Scammon, defendant’s lawyer CXCeptiong
zs. Bristol. The Court unfortunately Fegarhmdphl"lps
ceptions as inspired by a desire to embarrasg a?ndthe x-
onize him, rather than an honest defense, | antag.
was doubtless deceived by his prejudices ]I{hthts he
was appealed by Mr. Scammon, and ‘in virtue of € Case
tion made by him before the Supreme Court U=
weeks later, an alternative mandamus was granted Some
manding Judge Pearson to sign the bill of exo S
referred to, or show cause at next term of sffp:“”'-"
Court why he did not. PItHe

November 11, 1839, as the protracted ‘
the Circuit Court was drawing topan end, ju:?ilri t}g:’lrtnt z
field, whose co-operation had been secured by Mr Scaer-
mon, arose in his place, holding two papers, Sad as t‘:.
affidavit of the clerk, dated November 23 (Je'cllared?
“With marked politeness of manner handed one paper
to the Judge, saying that it was a bill of exceptionsp in
the case of Phillips »s. Bristol, tried at a former term
The Judge said, ¢ I did not sign that bill of exceptions;
to which Mr. Butterfield graciously replied, ‘I am aware
of _that, sit, but here’ (presenting the other paper), ‘is a
writ of mandamus from the Supreme Court of this
State commanding you to sign it.” The Judge held the
paper toward Mr. Butterfield, saying, ‘Take it away,
sir; * to which he replied, ¢ It is directed to you, sir, and
I will leave it with you; I have discharged my duty in
serving it, and I will leave it with you.” It was at this
point,” continued Mr. Hoyne,*  that the Court turned
to me, as clerk, and said, ¢ Mr. Clerk, enter a fine of
twenty dollars against Mr. Butterfield,” and then he
threw the papers—the bill of exceptions and writ of
mandamus—on the floor in front of the desk. He con-
tinuéd, looking at Butterfield, ¢ What do you mean, sir?”
It was now that Butterfield, raising his voice, hitherto
restrained, fired the first gun of what was to bea cam-
paign. I mean, sir, to proceed against you by attach-
ment, if you do not obey that writ.” The Judge, reply-
ing, cried out, *Sit down, sir ! Sit down, sir !" and to M6
saying, ‘ Proceed with the record.’

“The record was read, the fine of twenty dollars
entered up against Butterfield, and the court adjourn€®
The Judge was descending the Bench, and proceeding
to pass through the Bar, when all the lawyers Jum
to their feet; while Butterfield promptly marched up to
PCHTSOI'I, saying, s Sil’, you now have disgraced that
Bench long enough. Sit down, sir, and let me beg
to immediately attend a meeting of this Bar, to b€ hclt?
instanter, in which we are about to try your casé, &%
rid ourselves and the people, once for all, of your 1;11-
competency and ignorance !’ The Judge left, but the
Bar prepared an impeachment and that winter a 100&
trial followed the presentation of articles before the
House of Representatives at Springfield, where all

eloquence of the Bar was invoked, with that Of-mh;g

you

;0 impeach Judge Pearson; but the House, whics
argely composed of his political friends, refuse

effects Of
ed him 35
umph

d to give

the ‘i‘mpeachers a hearing.
_ “He, however, never recovered from the
this attack and prosecution. The party parad

a martyr, and it was said that he had achieved 3 !
* " The Lawycr as Pioneer,” by Hon. Thomas Hoyne.




Butterfield, Scammon, Collins, Spring, Skinner, and
ich, as they were old Federals and Whigs, and
vanted to berid of an incorruptible judge, a Demo.-
only‘ho was not to be terrified by such enemies of the
rat ‘t‘{tutiO"- the Democracy and the Union. Byt
Lonzl a life-long Democrat, established a newspaper
[lad’ the ‘Tribune, to drive Pearson from the Bench.
o tEi(-‘:.ading' articles were such as Junius might have
Ith_tten animated by a spirit of determination to drag
wnrn th'e Bench a Jeffreys or a Sc;oggs. Pearson was
;r[?a"y disposed of by the party taking him up as a State
Senator and electing him from the counties of Cook and
Will, in 1840. And from thence, hltherto, the Bench
has heeded the lesson, for there has arisen no other oc-
casion for the violent and irrepressible conflict of a Bar
and Bench so divided by ignorance and Incompetency
on one side, and great independence and intelligence
upon the other.” :

Besides the effo_rt at impeachment, rendered abor-
tive mainly by political influence, the Judge's case was
also before the Supreme Court, where he neglected to
appear in person, contenting himself with a written de-
fense which he requested a friendly lawyer to file in his
| pehalf. Among the points made therein was the plea,
;‘ that were this procedure of the Chicago Bar to be sus-
|
E

tained, any Judge could, “by a malicious, trifling set of
lawyers, if such should be found in a circuit, leaguing
against him, be compelled every term to appear in the
Supreme Court, and take issue with them on countless
bills of exceptions. * * * In this way a combination
of designing men might exhaust the means of any
Judge in the State, or make him truckle to their will, or
compel a resignation for want of funds.”

Mr. Scammon made a second motion, before the
Supreme Court, January 14, 1840, asking that an at-
tachment might issue against Judge Pearson for neglect-
| ing to return the writ of alternative mandamus, or sign
: the bill of exceptions. The Supreme Court, through
Judge Theophilus W. Smith, issued a peremptory man-
damus that he should appear before it in person. In
the spring term of the Circuit Court at Chicago, he
again allowed his feelings to override his judgment,
fining Mr. Stuart, editor of the American, $1o0, for
constructive contempt of court, based on certain ad-
verse editorial criticism during the Stone murder-trial.
On appeal, his decision against Stuart was reversed
when reached by the Supreme Court in 1842.

~June 9, 1840, the motion for attachment was re-
newed, and the Court took until the next day to con-
Sider; but when the writ was placed in the hands of the
s.]f“fﬂ It was found that the Judge had availed him-
elf of the postponement and left Springfield. He was
_l;“-l's}lgd and overtaken at Maysville, Clay County, while
: d";Pare“ﬂY_m_aking the best of his way to cross the bor-
. '0 Indiana. He was taken back to the capital
ned §roo for contempt, which was refunded with
st gyﬁthe Fifteenth General Assembly, in the ses-
46.
48 now thought best by his political friends to

Im from a conflict in which his adversaries
l the points, and he was therefore put in nom-
¢ Senator for the district embracing Cook,
€, Lake and McHenry counties, all within

iit, over which he presided as Judge.

an unsuccessful attempt at Chicago to
o indorse his candidature; but at the
it was found that the Democracy of
| come up handsomely to the support of
_kf&mnty alone giving him 1,404

him triumphantly vindicated to the
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E‘{welfth General Assem inois, f
€ resigned the judgeship N s
At this distance of time {

was by nature or
iunrlcom%rqml':sing enemy,
0 official relatj 1
were politically o[?;(fs;v&tlzoa lﬁral:’ = IG_a(lerS 4%
Spirit, always too high for j :
pecially intense. Added t i el
ual resentment that a Jud o
should have been selected e

_ / to preside over a Bar
: wh
brlght‘;s_t lights were émigrants from the Eastern Statojse

Pect and no friendship, they
d unguarded antagonism of a

not be counted, nor patience and magnanimi =
his virtues. He died at Danville, Maygsjnirgn;;y 12?‘22"
a handsome estate to his family. ; ; g
. THE STONE MURDER-TRIAL—The most notable
criminal trial during the incumbency of Judge Pearson
was th_us deSIgnated.. The story of the crime and the
execution of Stone is fully related elsewhere in this
work. A point of some legal interest is the apparent
weaknessof the chain of circumstantial evidence upon
which he was convicted of the murder of Mrs. Lucretia
Thompson, as there set forth. A bit of flannel torn
from a shirt which was proved to have belonged to the
accused and which was found near the body of the
victim, the burning by him of the clothes worn in the
earlier part of the day of her disappearance, the club
used as the instrument of killing to which still adhered,
when found, a bunch of her hair, and a remembered
threat by him against her virtue, sworn to by a single
witness, in the absence of any circumstances pointing
toward any other neighbor, were deemed sufficient to
warrant a verdict of murder in the first degree. Nor
has there ever been any doubt of its justice, although
John Stone stolidly asserted his innocence to the last.
ATTEMPTS TO SUPPLY NEEDED COURT FACILITIES.—
Within a year of the disestablishment of the Municipal
Court of Chicago, it was recognized by the Legislature
that something should be done to relieve the overloaded
docket of Cook County. Toward the close of the
second session of the Eleventh General Assembly on
February 3, 1840, it was enacted th‘gt th_ereﬁsl:ould betﬁn
the county of Cook a term of the Circuit Court Olll :i‘
first Monday in August for the trial of cn'mma r_gnd
chancery cases only. And it was spe(:fally'éjrggluen_
that if the Judge of the Seventh Circuit shou i
able to hold the March term in Chicago '“hl : 2k
should there hold a term immediately aﬂeé 4 elﬁg cif
term in Lake County, the last to be reached 1n

cuit. This law, however, by reason of failure to be re-

in ti il of revision did not go into
turned in time by the council of B o

he
il legally promulgated by t tar
g?:t(;t :tnttlhe ?::glroseyofp the first session of ‘thgf irn‘::ifetsi:
Gene’ral Assembly, December s, 1842. It tﬁem e
chiefly as showing the pressure of the pro

i urts enough to Chicago. DGES.—
gwes::;:’REME COURT JUSTICES AS C‘lécs[é:;n{i Usession.
The Twelfth Gerca! Asse(;nb;g,lyatt(; be characteriz‘?d
for reasons which here nee 10, 1841, legis-

i February T
as p011tlcal, by an act dated he nine circults into

ffice the ]udges.of t i SR
i e it by a1 Do G e
1 created hve | 2
B steadc‘;ﬁl;: and upon the nine membe;‘s (()Sfirtcl:ﬁt
SSE:tefsethus re-organized were devolved all the
G
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of the State, besides their associate duties

supreme C at the capital, twice a year. This
- !hc ?u]?r(imc (0::1rnt;l Iumiiatnlrbed until the adoption
arrangement Tema e T seventh Circuit, 1n-
of the Constitution of 1845. “T'o the Seventh W Smith
cluding Cook County, was assigned Judge ' i ?”}"’ 5
who opened the spring term at Chicago toward t }f— ‘-i]O-‘“—
of April, 1841. On the docket were found one thou-
sand and sixty cases. Of these, sixty-nine civil and six
chancery were cases remaining over from the disestab-
lished Municipal Court, while sixty-two criminal, fifty-one
chancery, and eight hundred and seventy-two civil rep-
resent the unfinished business of the Circuit Court. T'he
fall term in 1841 was also held by Judge Smith, but
when the period of the spring term in 1842 came round
he was too ill to hold a court, and as late as June 8 it
was doubted whether he would ever be able to discharge
his official duties. To keep Chicago court business
within reach of judicial despatch, a special term was
held by Stephen A. Douglas, July 18, 1842, the only
time he served Chicago as Judge. ‘I'here was a heavy
docket of seven hundred and ffty cases, and but little
civil business could be disposed of, because of the pressure
on the court of the people’s preferred erimimnal cases.
All these terms since Pearson’s in 1840 were held in
the Chapman Building, corner of Randolph Street and
what is now Fifth Avenue, but was then Wells Street.
The fall term of 1542 was held by Judge Smith, who
had meanwhile recovered. At this term an important
decision was that lands in this State sold by the United
States are not taxable until five years from date of pat-
ent, not date of sale, as hag been contended. At this
term, too, the Grand Jury found indictments for libel
against Walters and Weber, editors of the State Regis-
ter, at Springfield, and John Wentworth, of the Chicago
Democrat, because of an editorial article which ap-
peared in August in the State Register and was copied
in the Democrat, containing libelous and scurrilous
matter against Judge Smith. It was in the shape of
charges and assertions of what was declared to be an
act of corruption in an opinion given by him in the Su-
preme Court in January, (842, and concurred in by a
majority of Judges, in favor of purchases of canal lots
in Chicago and Ottawa in 1836, By that decision a
pereémptory mandamus was awarded against the Canal
Commissioners to compel them to admit those purchas-
ers to the benefit of an act of the General Assembly of
this State,.passcd N 1841 in their behalf. He was also
charged with removing certain clerks of court in his cir-
cuit to gratify personal malignity, With bodily powers
weakened by disease and feelings somewhat soured b
these attacks it soon came to be understood that hg
Contgmplated an early retirement from the Bench, A
meeting of the Chicago Bar was held N ovember 2l5 at
which, among others, the following resolution ~was
passed : “ That in the estimation of this Bar Hon, T
W_. Smith possesses a high order of talent and lt:g“l]' e
tainments ; that as a jurist and lawyer he is abté and
prpfound ’ th?t his conduct toward the r};emlmer; c;f
tgl'lel:ﬂeB:l;,nlwhgg C'_l;l (Lihe gench, has Dbeen cuurteéus,
ignifie .t
l)er.:lember z‘,s’ l§42. and honorable.” He resigned
n 1842, about fifty residents of Chica i
themselves of the bankrupt law in the Unigt:d a‘S’Etl:alfti
District Court, as Springfield. Unconscious of what
the futu.re held in store for the bankrupts of a later
‘enemnon, there was much grumbling because it cost
100 to get a discharge in bankruptcy, even where the
case was not contested. ‘I'he lawyers charged fifty dol-
lars and the other expenses were fifty more. This year
mar thg point of greatest financial depression in Chi-

Court dutics
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cago, which in a superficial view has been decl.

have constituted “the harvest of the notary ;:;ed to

ver,” but it need scarcely be remarked that a Df‘:ir ljaw.
=10

general distress is fraught with counteracting of
backs to cven lawvers and notaries, June ¢ 1;{5 B
Jr. 1 43- the

same United States Court issued a :

“That all applicants for benefit of t?:;ﬁ:lﬁ:f? ffrdef,
fect their application before the 2oth of Uecemb::’ per.
Upon their failure to do so, the petition will b HexE.
missed.” . dig.
g :\I‘L‘altwhllt on February 14, 1843, three terms of the
arcuit Court were provided for Cook County on |‘i
fourth Monday in March, the third Monday in “'\u ,t,]c
and the first Monday in November, of each \'f_»a;- ;}{N'
at the same session, it was enacted that the Sl;pr-(,- s
Court should hold only one term, to begin at the r.,mf"
tal on the second Monday in December of each yc;:r-])1~

Richard M. Young, of whom a Liographical qk|—{c]1
is elsewhere given, was coinmissioned 2 Justice .uf'the
Supreme Court January 14, 1843, and assigned to the
seventh Circuit.  He held several terms of the Cireyir
Court in Cook County until his second resignation in
1847. Although never rated very high as o jurist, he
was always much esteemed here, and decidedly l‘)fc-
ferred to some of his colleagues by Bar and people
His clerk of court was Samuel Hoard. '

In February, 1844, Representative Wentworth pre-
sented to Congress a petition of the Chicago Bar, asking
that two terms of the United States courts be held in
Chicago each year. At home his constituents were
growing impatient of the law’s delays, arising from the
State’s inadequate provision for the city’s judicial wants
by only three terms of the Circuit Court. = A communi-
cation from “ many citizens,” written by a lawyer, who,
however, rightly represented the public, appeared in
the Weekly Democrat of October 16, asking that the
next Legislature should establisk a special court for
Chicago. This request, supported by the public opinion
of which it was the expression, was reinforced Decem-
ber 3, by Governor Ford's message to the General
Assembly, in which he urged that increased judicial
facilities should be extended to the growing commercial
metropolis of the State. The Court of County Commis-
stoners at this time took measures to enlarge and adapt
the clerk and recorder’s office to the additional purposes
of a court-house,

By an act of February 21, 1845, the Fourteenth
General Assembly ordained, “‘That there shall be, and
is hereby created and established a Cook County Court.
* * of record, with a seal and clerk, to be held by a
judge to be chosen in the manner, and to hold office for
the term of judges of courts of record in the State. * *
Said court shall have jurisdiction concurrent with the
Circuit Courts, * * and shall have exclusive jurisdiction
In all appealed cases * * and in all cases of misdemeanor
which are prosecuted by indictment, * * The Judge of
said court shall hold four terms of said court in each

© year, in a building to be provided by the County Com-

missioners Court of said county, in the city of Chicago,
commencing on the first Mondays in May, August,
November and February, and shall continue each term
until all the business before the court is disposed of.

I'he clerk of said court shall be appointed by the Judge
thereof. * * The grandand petit jurors shall be elected,
and the Sheriff shall:perform same duties as in the Cir-

cuit Court ™ Of this court, Hugh T. Dickey was chosen
by the Legislature, the first Jgdg'e, and James gur;::;
Dic

was by him appointed the first clerk. Judge
opened the first term of the new court May 5, 1845
and at its close was thus favorably noticed by the Journah
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cdited and owned by [l)a.“?: ers, but of the opposite school
el olitics: « Judge ‘lle ey has during the session of
the court shown l}émge_ a good lawyer, a sound reas.
oner, and a dignified, impartial Judge. The rules of
the court Were submitted to the Bar on the last day of
the term, and meetlng with their entire approbation
were ordered printed. .-\pout“ten days later, the Weekly
pemocrat of May 28, said: “ He has made his court
very popular, and the Bar would not consent to dijs.
ense with it or him, upon any terms whatever.” The
new court clearly met the wishes of the public at the
outset, but as will be seen, its docket soon became

clogged . by the swift-swelling tide of law business in

Chicago. e

The most notable criminal case of the year 1845, in
either court was the Fahey manslaughter, sufficiently
detailed elsewhere in this work,

At the close of the first year and fourth term of the
Cook County Court, _the Weekly Democrat of February
24, 1846, thus.euloglzed. its presiding officer: “ Judge
Dickey grows in poplarity every succeeding court he
holds. His dignity, urbanity, and well-balanced legal
mind commend him to all who have anything to do with
the court.” At their August term an agreed case in
relation to assessment for protecting, the lake shore was
argued before him, and decided against thz city. His
court as well as the Circuit Court were kept busy with
ever increasing judicial business of Chicago. Judge
Caton supplied the place of Judge Young at one term
of the Circuit Court in 1846, but as soon as the latter
got well enough to hold court he presided at a special
term,fbe"gmmng June 15, and yet the docket was al-
ways full.

Judge Youn_g resigned January 25, 1847, to take
ofice in Washington, and his successor, Jesse B.
Thomas, Jr., was commissioned two days later. He
held the office until December 4, 1848, when the new
judicial system provided by the constitution of that
year went into force. By an act of the Legislature in
the spring of 1847, with a view to harmonize the terms
of the two courts in Chicago, the two terms of the
County Court in August and November were replaced
by one term in October. James Curtiss having been
elected Mayor, his place as clerk of this court was filled
by Louis I, Hoard, appointed thereto by Judge Dickey.
I:he May term opened with three hundred and seventy-
eight cases on the docket; of these two hundred and
SIXLY-€ight were common law, fifty-seven chancery, and
fifty-three people’s cases, but none of any class possess-

gt : 5, y class possess

ed historic interest.
Moié“ﬁ'l‘_ Law ScHoor 1v CHicaGo.— On the first
Sdhdory i December, 1847, the first law institute, or
i e};iwas opened under the ausplces‘apd with the en-
I ‘-B'rowent of the Bench and Bar of Chicago, by John

N, a member of the Bar having a reputation for
ll Scholarship as well as professional learning, and
Proficiency as a jury advocate and orator. The
ficement which appeared in the Daily Democrat
€mber 30, was rather grandiloquent and preten-
It the comprehensive scope outlined perhaps
VE his powers, when supplemented, as proposed,
m members of the profession of ackl-nowl-
n special lines. Mr. Brown was a native
settling at Danville, Ill, in 1839, had
Teputation in that section. He was the
ponent of William ¥ithian for the State
t was elected Represcntative to the
About 1846, he removed to
r or more of practice here, pro-
, as above. The impression made

on the Bar of Chicago, and of i

Seventh Circys
favorable, "E-;l: Where he be

scathing in sarc
the hustings as w
take Wlth the best
scope was really p

!lnfgs of thoughi ek
1ation,

the other Sections of the

. € Imost endless yar.
his faults, Says Linder, «ag wevirli

¥ to draw the veij] of chari-
as ever fixed upon his

WYEr oras a man, * * py
. ew
t to the; Bar of Illinois.” ot

better, had |
g_mlﬂd. .':15 l:h#.a years rolled on, h:
180 and honored name. * * He
' _ €. was undou
E:gatsergastir of withering and remorseless irté:t:?{vlggs
» Of satirical and scornfyl gibe, th
Al - t
Chicago Bar of sarcasm, that when ggiven, fullerz-ei‘c:z k:;lg
something almost sardonic in it. To this end. his vehe-
ment gestures, his eyes, his tall flexible perso:;, and his
leonine hair, all added emphasis, and woe to those upon

whom the razor-like edge of hi
Gobridled™ ge of his tongue fell when

THE JUDICIARY BY THE CONSTITUTION OF 1848.—
The organizing clauses were as follows :

I. *“ The judicial power in this State shall be, and is hereby
vesteq in one supreme court, in circuit courts, in county courts,
and in justices of the peace, Provided, that inferior local courts,
of civil and criminal jurisdiction, may be established by the Gen-
eral Assembly in the cities of this State, but such courts shall have
a uniform organization and jurisdition in such cities.

2. ‘' The Supreme Court shall consist of three Judges, two
of whom shall form a quorum ; and the concurrence of two of said
Judges shall in all cases be necessary to a decision.

3. “‘ The State shall be divided into three grand divisions, as
nearly equal as may be, and the qualified electors of each division
shall elect one of the said Judges for the term of nine years.”

7. “‘The State shall be divided into nine judicial circuits,
in each of which one circuit judge shall be elected by the qualified
electors thereof, who shall hold his office for the term of six years,
and until his successor shall be commissioned and qualified : Pro-
vided, That the General Assembly may increase the number of cir-
cuits to meet the future exigencies of the State.” They were in-
creased accordingly to thirty before the Constitution of 1848 was

c - that of 1870." 8
rcp]ask.ed“b'}fli};:é shall 7b:: two or more terms of the lCm:un:_ Cr;‘ur]:
held annually in each county of this State, at su_ch_tm.'l‘eg a\s_}il :"
be provided by law; and said courts shall have lll“"sl‘_j”-;o?nmior
cases at law and equity; and in all cases of appeals Iro

counlsf; to 19. ‘‘ There shall be in each county a court to be:ﬁél:;]
a county court. One county judge shall be e_]ectfed ?yutrhee?:s i
voters of each county, who shall hold his oﬁie ‘3:-iszicti)r{m e
til his successor is elected and qualified. e jt S e
o hall extend to all probate and such other jurisdi o
C?““ S[a ekmbl - may conferin civil cases, gnd such CI;)"-E“FII'!C v
ey bAsseescri}bed by law, where the punishment 1('15 e_\ L L
ot e ?:I'Pr one hundred dollars. The County Ju gat;?d s
ictroesit fmﬁ Peace in each county as may be dee}lgl"q " replacing
gl:l:llllcﬁzltsl t;r;s for the transaction 5:[1 Sg;:té'rbﬁ:égi—e- of the first
! ey = 2 of the first
l.(?e th :".ttti)c;n(OaTII\":‘I]lzgetl:etl?r‘gt;;e Justices of later L
onstitution,

i e dule,”
stitution. d in * the schedu

were adde

: i . he
; lementary provisos ers, these: T
RS his constitution ; among o ercise the powers
or aPPe"dm tatiis rt shall have and exercis! court :
eme Cou resent Judges of that -

R ‘
'!Udg'es .Or‘lh.e " 6 nd exercise
and jurisdiction con

o Jges of the Ci
and the said _]'u; Kjcurisr..'licticm con

he powers anc .
::ourtp: subject to the prov:m%-\;un
Cook and Jo Daviess Coun ¥1he i
the Judge and other oﬁﬁcers 0

wise provided by law.

on the p ] !
e rcuit Courts shall have and S
ferred upon the jydgeso o
of this constitution. - - Lo
s shall continue 10 exist,

main in office until other-
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THE PRE-EMPTION CLaiMs TO C_AN_AL&LAM).EEH—;E
January 1848, the trustees of the Illmoltﬁ beforeg]—l
| brought suit against one Mr. Miller, H.

L R § the Peace. Sixteen other suits,

Lo sucith JUSticgeO;ames of the defendants, depended

differing only It tme two hundred persons were directly

e result ; SO ixty
- i ted. The claim was for one hpndrecl and sixty
interested. tor, or his later representa-

o each original pre-emp A
E?rlzso; the canal %ands,Withm what beci!““—‘ tgifsl tg[h(r?ét;.'
as elsewhere, by the general pre-emp [l)clmcks to each, as

ress. ‘I'ne canal trustees awarded two| _0 o o
a full equivalent for one hundred and sixty acres o Lotl 4
mon Government lands. This was not satisfactory to I‘e
claimants, and the question was taken into the courts. : n
this case against Miller, the canal trustces claimed I’et'lt or
his land since January, 1847, at “_fth[:l time a two years
lease from them had expired. Miller's lawyers, 1homas
Hoyne and Patrick Bal_lmgall, updertook to show t aé
he held kis pre-emption right by virtue of settlement n
improvements made in, and subsequent -t9‘1836, iHEs
ignorant of his rights he signed a lease which t}‘le trys
tees presented to him in 1842, which lease was ne\f:r
legally executed ; that the estoppel Dy taking a lease
only applied during the existence of that instument,
and did not prevent the pre-emptor from setting up his
title under the laws of the State. The opinion of Judge
Caton and other members of the Supreme Gourt were
cited and presented to the jury by Mr. Hoyne. Two
juries disagreed, and when the third was summoned
the excitement ran very high, but when they returned
a verdict for the defendant, popular enthusiasm knew
no bounds. The question'came up again, in another
form, under Judge Spring, in 1851, and was again de-
cided against the canal trustees, but the higher courts
as will be seen eventually reversed these popular decis-
ions of the lower courts.

The First UNITED STATES CouRT at Chicago was
opened in July, 1848, in the absence of Justice Johv
McLean, of the Circuit Court, by Judge Nathaniel
Pope of the District Court, with his son, William, as
clerk, Some lawyers were licensed to practice before
it, and other preliminary business done, but no case of
importance is known to have occupied the attention of
the court at that term.

The Constitution of 1848, as has been seen, re-
stored the circuit judiciary abolished for partisan pur-
poses in 1841, and transferred the election of all Judges
from the _Generul Assembly to the people. Iu:l'gre
Hugh T. Dickey, of the Cook County Court, was nom-
inated for the Seventh Circuit by the Democrats, and
was electc(_l without opposition from the Whigs. He
resng_ned'hls previous judgeship, and was commissioned
as Circuit Judge December 4, 1848.
~ February 2, 1849, a decision was rendered in Wash-
ington by Justice Woodbury, of the Supreme Court
against the city of Chicago, in the case taken l;lp h)j
bill of injunction, and referring to the pretended right
of the corporation to open and keep open the streets
and alie_\'f:a in the Fort Dearborn addition.  The deci-
ston was in effect that the powers of the corporation
did not extend over that region, and that the fee-simple
to its streets and alleys was still vested in the United
States.

TrE Mavor's Covrr.—In his second inaugural
message to the Common Council in March, 1849, Mayor
:Vo_odwurth thus sketched the. need of such a court:

Situated as we are on the main channel of communi-
cation between Western lakes and Southern rivers, there
is fourl here a class of individuals, who, regarding the
rights of none, are almost daily in the commission of

crime as a means of converting to their use the sub
stance of their fellow-men. This state of things ey
loudly for the organization of a well regulated polic 8
It has been suggested by some that the Mayor shou]ed'
hold a court for the trial of persons charged with a vi
olation of the city ordinances. If the Common COuncl'i
desire the establishment of such a court, they will receivx
from me a willing co-operation.” =

In pursuance of that idea a Mayor’s court wag in-
stituted as authorized by the city charter, and gy
April 26 it was ordered, and notice given to al] police
constables, that violators of any city ordinance pe
brought before the Mayor, daily, at g o’clock, in his of-
fice in the north room of the market.

Cook CnL'_.\'T\' Court.—Giles Spripg was electe(
to the judgeship made vacant by the resignation of Mr.
Dickey, and was commissioned April 14, 1849. At the
May term he found about four hundred civil, one hun-
dred chancery and a proportionate number of criminal
cases.

In June a term of the Circuit Court was held by
Judge Dickey, but both courts, however efficiently pre-
sided over, were unequal to the complete dispatch of
the accumulating judicial business of Chicago. A num-
ber of cases were determined at each successive term,
but the rapid influx of trade and population outran the
best speed of the courts, never remarkable for quick-
ness of procedure.

Early in July Judge Pope, of the United States
Court, held the anntal term provided to Chicago in the
law-rooms of Buckner S. Morris, with Williain Pope as
clerk ;: Archibald Williams, District Attorney ; Benja-
min Bond, Marshal, and George W. Meeker, Commis-
sioner. The court adjourned August 11, having lasted
some five weeks and disposed of over twenty-five im-
portant cases. Among others a marine case, which ex-
cited much interest at the time, was determined. In No-
vember, 1848, the propeller “ Ontario™ collided with
the barque ** Utica,” on Lake Huron. The owners of
the latter brought suit, and the court decreed to them
for damages $790.91 and costs.

At the October term of the Cook County Court,
Judge Spring had the largest criminal docket since the
establishment of the court in 1845. There were at the
opening of court sixty-one cases, and the Grand Jury re-
turned eight or ten additional indictments. By act of
November 5,1849, the General Assembly ordered that to
the title of Cook County Court should be added the
words of common p!cas:.' T'his was designed to dis-
tinguish Judge Spring’s court from the County Courts of
administration and probate established by the new con-
stitution to replace the courts of county COmmissioners.
‘T'he original County Courts, instituted by the act of
1845 were only two in number, for Cook and Jo Daviess
counties, occasioned by the growth of Galena and Chi-
cago, and were served by one judge. It was now pre-
vided by the new act that the Cook County Court ¢
Common Pleas and the Circuit Court of Cook County
should have equal and concurrent jurisdiction; tl“‘t-the_
terms of the former should begin on the first Mondays
in February and September, and of the latter on the co™
responding days in May and November,and that all ap-
peals from justices should be taken to which ever terf
of either court came next after the date of such appeal

The year 1850 was marked by the decease of SevVers
members of the judiciary, more or less connected with

Chicago. Nathaniel Pope of the United States lli_satrn:t
Court, in January; Jesse B. Thomas, Jr., ex- Justice ©
the Supreme Court of Illinois, in February,and T
Ford, ex-Circuit Judge and ex-Governor, in NoV

“homis
ethl’.

R o e



THE BENCH AND BAR,

x1eL PopE.—Few if any of the men identi-
dl\:ﬁ;ﬂﬁqe early history of Illinois, have exercised so
fie n influence upon the destiny of Chicago as
dge Pope. The delegate of Illinois Territory in Con.
Judg 818, he conceived and executed that farsighted
ure of statesmanship, demanded as he urged by
meas | as well as State interests, of removing the
Nattl;lj::n poundary of Illinois from the “east and west
gor drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of
lmee Michigan,” to 42° 30, morth latitude. It had
hitherto been understood that if Congress decided to
tablish five rather than three States out of the “ ter-
e:f:t ry northwest of the Ohio,” an alternative provided
;;otge ordinance itself, the line referred to was the pre-
determined boundary between Illinois and the future
State to the North. Mr. ?ope set hlmsglf to work to
secure a wider interpretation, and to enlist influential
members in the support of his view, and succeeding in
ersuading Congress that the Ordiance of 1787 had
itself empowered them to make the departure which he
advocated. Among the results of the'change intro-
duced by him and ingrafted on the enabling act of April
18, 1818, authorizing the people of lllinois to form a
State constitution, was the. retention of Chlcago_ w1_thm
Illinois, instead of relegating it to the then Michigan
Territory, and the later State of Wisconsin. An imper-
ial city demands an imperial State as well as a local
commercial location. But the story of Nathaniel Pope’s
life in its completeness belongs to the State of which he
was one of the most notable founders, rather than to
any single point within its borders. = Indeed his most
effective argument for the change he advocated was
based on the broad ground of national interest, and the
permanency of the Union, in which he claimed for
Illinois a sort of keystone position, touching the South-
ern and Western States, through the Ohio and Missis-
sippi, and the Northern and Eastern through the Great
Lakes. Situated on the main channel of communica-
tion between Northern lakes and Western rivers, Illinois
\ér::uld hold together the wide-extending borders of the
ates.

Jesse B. THoMmas, JRr., whose life covered the period
from 1806 to 1850, was associated with the Bench and
Bar of Chicago only during the last few years of his
active work, while as a State officer he was more or less
conspicuous since 1830. He was commissioned as
Judge of the First Circuit March 20, 1837, and resigned
'3“1339- He was appointed Associate Justice of the

Upreme Court August 16, 1843, to fill the place left
yacant by the election of Stephen A. Douglas to the
st Y-eighth Congress. This he resigned two years
ine'-'hi.lnd formed a law partnership with Patrick Ball-
l'eg:l‘a ; but was again appointed to the same office, to
ofhet Judze Young, as stated. He had also filled the
and Ii’-"f State Senator, Attorney-general of the State,
o Jew:P’ﬁ!fcm‘atWe in the General Assembly. He died
%l 111}" as February 20, 1850, with a reputation—as
andl hpn awyer, Judge and citizen—for integrity, worth
out the.:.g:.that have made his name respected through-
ably, if ate, which he had served fafthfully and credit-

. 0ot always brilliantly, in, every field of labor to

‘Was summoned.
A4S Forp, although twice connected with the
'mj“caEO, and still earlier associated with its
Bar as Prosecuting Attorney of the Fifth
n of his later elevation to the Govern-
5, belongs to the -history of the State
 history of Chicago. The February term
mmon Pleas was somewhat delayed
Judge Spring, but he soon made up
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lect and quick perceptions of great energy, bright intel-

for lost time, being a man

‘h' Succqs§fu1 in the dispatch
1s decisions were reversed
rcentage than most of the

of business, a number of
but perhaps n
lower courts.

] February 19, 18 - -
commissioned Thomas Drun,lmor?g’ olirglc}ent Taylor
ceed Nathaniel Pope, decease » Ot Galena, to suc

Mr. Drum
member of the Legislature, 1840—4:10\225 i;aclvl;tl:en t
pronounced convictions, and indorsed by two :[g o
mfost prominent members of the party and of }? o
of Illinois—Edward D. B o

] arker, of Galena
(;ongress, and Justin Butterfield, of Chin:a'g-;ne(tj‘[:}:rl::niC'f
sioner of the General Land-office. The selg:ction h;;

ever si

3 ince been regarded as an excellent one, and Judge
rummond entered at once on the discharge of hi
duties. He held . >Charge ol his
BEgn: b -/d a term of his court in Chicago in
1 go_, ' as continued to hold them of increasing length
and in larger number for a generation, and happily the

end is not yet. Th i : y
R B e e e F o b seventy.
year, he holds his own among the jurists of th
day, commanding universal respec 2o
: pect for firmness, inde-

pendence, courage and conscientiousness, as w,el
: L R C L 10U ) 1 as
Eiré){f)isg}orlﬁ_ln:zlblhty, judicial impartiality, and unbroken

1 “

At the May term of the Circuit Court in 1850, among
the many cases of no special interest was one of a class
that perhaps deserves mention as a reminder to the
reader of a particular phase of Chicago's growth. A
verdict of $575 was given the owners of the schooner
“Jane” against the steamer “Sam Ward,” for dam-
age to the former in being run into by the latter
vessel.

PoLicE AND Mavor’s Courts.—In the compre-

) p

hensive act of the Legislature, approved February 14,
1851, which was designed as supplementary to as well
as amendatory of the city chaiter of March 4, 1837, in
chapter twelve, sections eight and nine, are found these,
provisions relating to this subject : “The Common
Council shall have power to dqsngnate two or more Jus-
tices of the Peace in any actions for the recovery of
any fine or any ordinance, by-law, or police feg“%“o“
of the City Council, anything in the laws of‘t‘hls ;atlel
to the contrary notwithstanding. Such Jl'b“_ceé_s a
have power to fine or imprison, or both, in tlhew b1rsc[rl¢]3é
tion, where discretion may be vested in t,}‘f‘ Npiiros
ordinance or regulation, or by this act. e
may hold a police court. : : : ;

){' Execution may be issued 1mme%lately'n°na:‘h.e;:Eh
dition of judgment. 1f the defendant 1 Y ;

: hattels, lands or tenements,
action have no goods or chatie’s, 13, the execution
whereof the judgment can be coll_ec ed, i ok
shall require the defendant ]:C'Cb‘:l ‘t"; P r‘;srorl‘)iidewe". or

: jai Cook County, : :
custody in the ]a_ll of coding SIX
house Yof correction, for a term o fxie or gcourt
months, in the discretion of theo:;a\%sor?na)' be com-

=0 : s .
rendering judgment ; i 2 pet: confined one day fo!
mitted under [ e b i 1et and costs. All ex-
each ffty cents of such ]ud_gme;_ the recovery of any
i d in prosecuting fOT ai
Pt mcurref iture, when collected, shall be P
eirurc, . "
}‘.)lfé"'ill‘tl’}:eag;r:r)rfor the use of trl‘? Ctt};'rt in 1851, the last
f this cO !

At the February ternraoe Spring delighted the heazts
at which he presidec, :!:';aignants by deciding for the
of the Pre'emptlols of Daniel Brainard zs. B
plaintiffs 10 the oo & Michigan Canal, Ci
Trustees of I1lin0is & FHE B0 o May term of the Cir-
Dyer ¢t al. these cases Elihu Granger .
cuit C%‘!rt anotl:;‘; fsjifm’il::uly decidéd by Judge Dickey.
Canal Trustees,

4__—
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erm of the Supreme Court a: (é)tt::]\g:é
hich the two first-named cases were appea’f? pie
decis 'g:ns were reversed, Justices Treat and Tru
::lgﬁ-l:st:rring, with Justice Caton dissentmtgh. bt ol
he question at issue was whether the p ilEEE
pre-Zmption was to be regarded as covering

: d division of a

ixty acres in a legally platte: ;
dred andcsiltxtyas in the broader domain of .unsettI%d
Sl iR The lower court had decided sub-

yovernment lands. ! T ; 8
sft,antiafly in the affirmative. The Supreme (,ouer: n?e_
reversed that decision, holding that the proper p

Lo S ims were situated
cmpio, prviog of persos whoseclelme were S,
as describe leir actual improvemenats,
might be, as were covered by rtel-llerrr: d pu 1rch:l;:-;ers at the
fouid b Oplentt'?)r:heq]]'l?iss pwas substantially the award
appraised valua ltee;s themselves before the cases were
made by the trus P
taken into court; and when thus sustaine y :
highest court in the State, came to be accepted ﬁs
eminently equitable. The public recognized that the
decision was rather liberal than otherwise. The nnpe't-_
uous first pronouncement in favor of the claimants was
amended by the sober second thought developed and
fostered by the arguments before the courts. <

‘The canal lands, through the munificence of Con-
gress, had been withdrawn for a great natural object
from the domain of the general pre-emption laws, and
were at this time entirely amenable to State laws. A
great public benefit was not to be marred by a strained
sentimental interpretation of pre-emption privileges in
favor of a few and against the broad commercial in-
terests of the State, if not of the whole nation. Those
who bought by pre-emption or at public sale, within a
legally platted town or city, could only buy in such lots
or blocks as the law there recognized.

FirstT Fraimive SLAVE Case.—On the 7th of June,
1851, before GGeorge W. Meeker, United States Com-
missioner, was arraigned one Morris Johnson, alleged
to be a runaway slave. Crawford E. Smith, of
Lafayette County, Mo., by power of attorney to Samuel
S. Martin, of Chicago, had him arrested as his slave,
William, who had escaped from his premises July g4,
1850  After a trial which occupied three days besides
postponements, the prisoner was discharged on the
13th, ostensibly because of a discrepancy between
the writ and the record. The former called for
a copper-colored negro, five feet five inches in
height, while the latter showed a dark enough negro
to be called black, while he measured — possibly
by a trick of the measure—five feet eight inches, His
acquittal was largely due to the unpopularity of the law
and the unwillingness of the Bench, Bar and people of
ﬁhlldcag‘o to act as negro-hunters for Southern slave-

olders. 'Among other obstacles thrown in the way of
:ﬁ:tottgers? ;f‘%esent?tlﬁes in .this case, was the demand
that Missouti wix & Sl o), ciher Nersay testimony
o different i B, BYR tdt't. S e | the decision
i probable Crawford E. Smith would

have been no nearer to getting possession of his chattel
as “the underground railroad” was at that time in
actn:\e o};:eration here.

At the September term of the Cook ( ;
Common Pleas to the Bench of whkic(t’:o:gt}l’];‘(? ug;:lf
elected upon the death of Giles Spring, Judge Mark
Skinner found an overloaded docket. The most im-
portant criminal case was “The People 5. Martin
O’Brien,” for the murder of Stephen Mahan. The trial
o three days, and no other defense was made than
g at the prisoner acted in the heat of passion, and to re-

Y€88 an injury offered to ong of his relatives by the de-

But at the June t

ceased. He was conyicted of _‘man_s]aughter, and gep
tenced to eight years in the penitentiary with tep days 0;
each year in solitary confinement.

Judge Skinner sat almost continuously for seven
months, including the regular term in February, g o
cleared the docket of his court, and kept its businese
under control for the remainder of his term. v

The city had been for several months Preparing ¢,
throw a bridge across the river on Lake Street, at con-
siderable expense for those times, when in February
1852, an injunction was asked of the Uniteq States
District Court, which Judge Drummond refused. Nayi.
gation had its interests, and so had the city. The prin.
ciple was understood to be that the right to navigate
the river and the right to cross it by bridges are co-
existent, and neither could be permitted to essentially
impair, much less destroy the other. They were tq be
so harmonized as to afford the least possible obstruction
or interruption to each other.

In September another murder case was tried before
Judge Skinner, “The People zs. John O’Neil, for the
murder of Michael Brady.” On Saturday, May 2q,
1852, at 12 o'clock at night, Michael Bradv, a black.
smith, residing on Indiana Street, corner of LaSalle,
was killed by his neighbor, John O'Neil, a tinner, For
some time there had been a standing quarrel between
them. On the day of the murder, Brady called a littlc
girl of O’'Neil an opprobrious epithet. Swearing to be
revenged, O'Neil waited at the door of Brady's house,
and when the latter appeared, struck him over the head
with a heavy club, fracturing his skull, and he expired
in a few minutes. O'Neil fled, but was captured the
next night, in a house ten miles out of town in the North
Branch woods, by Owen Doughérty, Constable, accom-
vanied by Daniel T. Wood, Deputy Sheriff. When he
saw the officers he attempted to escape, but was seized
by Dougherty, brought into town and lodged in jail. On
trial, he was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced
to five ycars in the penitentiary :

In virtue of the law of 1851, establishing a police
court, Henry L. Rucker and Frederick A. Howe had
been chosen by the Common Council as Police Justices,
mainly for the trial of violations of city ordinances and
the lower grade of criminal offenses. Besides these
there were six other Justices.of the Peace, two for each

division of the city,

Lewis C..KERCHEVAL—One of the most singular

characters of the early Bench and Bar of Chicago was

the well-known and eccentric Justice of the Peace, L.
C. Kercheval, who uied, rather unexpectedly, December
8, 1852. Mr. Kercheval was for many vears a member

of the judicial fourth estate, hanging on "the outer circle

of the judiciary. Few Judges were more quick to note
and resent a contempt or more ready to vindicate the
honor of the court. In 1839 he was Inspector of Cus-
toms for the port of Chicago, in which office he was
succeeded by George W. Dole, in June, 1841. Some
tme afterwards he was elected and commissioned 2
Justice of the Peace; and was for many years a con-
SpiCuous representative of his class. “ He rises before
me to-day," says Eastman, “as distinct as when I us
to meet him in the streets, straight as a pine, unbending
as an oak, defiant and tough as hickory; with his tall
muscular form, his grizzled hair, blue brass buttone
coat, and his soldier-like bearing, proud as Julius Casar,
and imperious as the Czar, always neatly dressed, with
cleanly shaveq face, and—a rara awis in those muddy
times—well polished boots, " d
_He was a person of good natural intelligence an
ability and took pride in his official station : but became




4 demoraliled_b." 'the h;gh-li\-ing habits of the
padly’ He slept in his office. kept no records, but

P?:; to discharge his other duties as a Justice with
;':lslﬁ}' and in accord with the dictates of natural
ongil.b-*s PHELPS Was another quaint character of the
<od, and with mock dlgmt.y nicknamed by some wag
l"‘?":;“; Bar as « Chancellor” Phelps. He is said to
Wk %

o been here several years before 1840, and he is
'~ n to have been qdmltted to the Bar in 1843. He
Jiked to tr¥ his cases in the newspapers, and dispensed
' withlﬁe Juxury of an office. With even the best law-
o g were not numerous in those days, and Mr.
ﬁ:-s, “was able to carry all the papers relating to his
e '¢.u't-"ﬂ‘@ﬂt business in his hat. Justin Butterfield, the
. knowledged wit of the Chicago Bar, never missed an
B '_m&@ﬂﬁnnit}’ of playing on the eccentricities of Phelps.
 He made frequent references to his commodious office,
w s big as all out doors,” and would vary the joke by
m@mg if he had any room to let. On rainy days
when Chicago crossings were marvels of muddy con-
sency, the wit of the profession was wont to rally its
putt, amid the plaudits of admiring listeners, about the
beastly condition of his * office.” When the first sprink-
ine cart was brought into requisition here, Butterfield
on meeting Phelps saluted him with affected courtesy,
‘which his dupe, proud of the attention, cordially recip-
rocated, saying, *“ A fine morning, your honor! A very
fine morning!” “ Yes, indeed,” replied Butterfield,
~“and I am glad to find you improving the opportunity,
Phelps, to have your office sprinkled.” \Whenever
elps had a case, Mr. Butterfield would inquire, with
wvity, which of the papers he was to try the
‘before which of them he should file his brief.
s survived this period many years, and finally
from public notice in the whirl and pre-
f the great city. !
1caco Courts 1853 1o 1857.—Early in Janu-
ary, 1853, the Chicago Hydraulic Company applied to
the Circuit Court for an injunction against the Board of
~ Water Commissioners to stop the further progress of
r-works, in the South and West divisions,
the exclusive right under their charter to sup-
, € sections. The same company had asked for
Wﬂm‘; ction to prevent the city from collecting
: . Judge Dickey rejected both petitions.
ot be granted because exclusive privi-
ferred, and their charter did not ex-
em. A\ government, municipal or
ebar itself by implication from grant-
to other corporations.  Ii only debars
g the fitst in the exercise of the
And although a section of the act
ater Commissioners imposed the obli-
e property of the Chicago Hydraulic
be understood that such purchase
to the beginning of opera-
complainants was by manda-
y injunction. The right of
e water-tax, for similar reasons
S

for 1853 of the Cook
was held in the new
_eighteen months be-
ing the Bar on the
m, where there was
g down.

't, approved
and crimi-

v

THE BENCH AND B

AR,

281

?&l;_ibli.shed unde
all criminal cases, J
civil cases where ]
exceed one hundred dollare
Dleck SShall e eleoted's. :
city, and sh: croted by the qualifieq v ;
ity, an shall hold theiruﬁict;r 1! “llmi Voters of saig
rtCUganilnCt-_q' taken hc:l'nr;g |\rL _\'cars&, *¥ x x All
Magistrate in said city; in cri any Judge, Justice of
returnable to said Recorder minal cases, shall be m
peals from decisions of eTl's Court. * * «
said city shall be taken tOQ-_l:jStlr:es of the Peace Within
Appeals may be taken f}ilrr1 lz:ﬁ;lrder‘s Court,
l(;?l-‘;l;‘tr&fqtoofolv; Couqty in all cases, s . thﬁ Circuit
S of said court shall be held on the oy B
day of each month_ " d on the first Mon-
B e
Hoyne as clerk, both ‘-l;a\'ilnfgmLZZn] Léi‘g\c cild I-:hti)lip i\'
votes of the people, : s s = ONCTLLY Phe
previous mont)h, gsei;rztég:dn{)g\}l;ﬁ g‘ft)'lr&?lt?ct:oq of the
tablishing the court. : f February 12, es-
C u)-Ia'rc(l;. 28, 1853, before Iuc{ge Skinner of the Cook
ounty Court of Common Pleas, was argued the request
of ‘]anjes H. Collins for an injunction 'again:t the Illi-
nois bti“hf_al _(ljﬁillli;ﬂad. The petitioner argued in his
own behalf, aided by I. N. Arnold and J. M. Wilson, whil
James F. Joy, of Detroit, was instructed with the advo.
cacy of the railroad’s interest. That corporation had
purchased from the General Government the made land
south of the Goverment pier. To get to it they had to
lay the railroad track through the edge of the lake,
back of Mr. Collins's dwelling. He claimed the owner-
ship to the middle of the lake and contested the right-
of-way. The final result was that the railroad corpo-
ration paid off his claim, as well as the similar one of
Charles Walker tried the following year. Several years
later, bv its “influence " with the General Assembly, it
attempfed to secure, as against the city as well as the
General Government, the whole *lake front and
almost as broad an expanse of the lake lt'St'lf as was
claimed by Mr. Collins, originating a quadrilateral con-
tention which has not yet been 1_1eﬁmtc1‘_v Ll(‘T.L’I'THlI]t‘{I: y
By the expiration of Judge Skinner's term of office
there arose a vacancy in the Cook County “- R ”;
Common Pleas, to which John M. Wilson \Iv]u:- _L:icu\llit
April 4, with Walter Kimball as clefk. ?_ntli t;:::‘“uf ot
Ilroy as Proslzcnil)tm? -\tton;i}c-[. B Abggﬁ:rﬁngt\[ﬁ\' & 4t
ourt was held by the new JUutss, ©-o . & nding his
(\'v(i]ich was found a large docket, r;»)n;\;ltth;ffﬁ‘:;::‘Tm};'i'_
predecessor’s great efforts (o Lleepqacfhilu}lm,s civil and
ness of his court. The truth L't-'tri ed its great-
criminal law business has always outstripp S
urt facilities.
o E[?HE Mavos S COURT.—_.;}]?OU‘ yurt reg
Mavor Gray began to hf)ld ] nic,tucornerhf o
basement room on the ‘:,oui 15)“ for the purpose, light-
house, which had been]ht_t‘et ]ulutices Rucker and Howe.
ening the w{)Irk of tllgelfgll-:e]'xlcige Drummond of the
About May I, :

s ot conviction

.ured the first €0 ;
§ “ourt was procured ¢ the court

’L.fmted St?t??c?{g;ll;ilmcc tlge establishment of the ¢

of a counte >

- e CON-
; ‘ho had Dbeet s
Thomas Hoyne, wh assisted DY

b s
r the .!bu\:(* Name, having «

with the Ci

NN ITC
EXCcept treason
1€ amoun

" Concurrept
. wt Court ip
o ‘fmd murder, ang of
*ln *(,Untl'!,l\'('l'r-\‘ shall p

* Ty i 2
Said Judge anq

il'Jt

All ap-

Court began April

¢ the middle of April
ularly in the
court-

in 1843. 22, Was
2{::1:&351 as District "\tm__n,‘?y{i:éatrgi}; case to a sucresslfl.l_l
il e llldp::“:';;i James Campbell, i‘i“lmi‘l];
g The o7 feiting of United States 897 hose
crime, the m%mtm—rhé Seventh [udicial 17 .u.:1;nic-.- of
Judge [)!ck(‘? Ul'hilt‘ heen restoered 0 I.h‘c‘ "thr e
limits had meanvit | his office because ot

e resignet
Cook and Lake, resig
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ici i ce effect April
re of private and judicial business, to take t}rlllt g [m‘
iy 8 Buckner S. Morris was chosen to fi
: m‘\? j1"nr the remainder of the term un_tl] 1855 e L
i Before the United States Court In (_Jct(_;ll‘n:r “.ﬂh’ |
: 1 -n as William 5. jotn-
>l ac .ase known as William S.

. celebrated accretion €ase . J
iy William Jones ¢ al. It was the fourth trial “f}ff
which had been decided, once for plaintift,
once the jury had (lxsagregd.
five acres of land, lying

ston .
the case, Wi
once for defendants, and

: i 3 t
It involved the title to ab{:u of land, lyin,
immediately north of the Government pier, in Kinzie's

: ; ion of the
addition. It is all land thrown up by the action f.tf‘-:n_
waters of Lake Michigan, created mainly by the Ie}" iff
cion of the pier into the lake. T'he right of the p mfnl“‘
to recover depends upon the claim it HORUo lllls.
lot. Number 34, in Kinzie's addition, \E-llen (:ﬂf._{:nlak)
laid out touched the water on the r_Jld line cnf the lake
chore. The defendants had l)ef_n in possession of the
property in dispute for some time, and William Jones
purchas'(:d Lot 35 September 10, 1834, while the John-
ston lot was purchased October 22, 1835. Both deeds
were from Robert A. Kinzie. The case occupied the
attention of the court for two or three weeks, and after
four days’ arguments from the learned counsel on both
sides, the jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff.  The
case came up again seven years later.

Epwarp S. SHUMway, a member of the Chicago
Bar, died at Essex, New York, September 24, 1853, aged
thirty-five years. He was a brother of Horatio G., who
had been in practice here some years, and whom he fol-
lowed to Chicago. In 1852 they became partners, and
Edward S. was admitted to the Bar in Illinois, June
24, 1853.  His health failing, he sought rest and restora-
tion in the home of his youth, with the above result.

A crmvtentmn_‘hz_xd arisen between the canal trustees
and the city of Chicago as to which corporation should
excavate the basin at tl@_cunﬁueqcenf the North and
South branches of the Chicago River. After having
!}eer} 1n’d.|§pmie some time the Supreme Court decided
;n January, 1854, through Judge Treat, that the canal
“:gsrslt(ees were not under any obligation to perform the

ALLEGED INELIGIRILITY OF A JUDGE—The neces-
sary papers to commence proceedings before the Cook
County Court of Common Pleas against Robert S. Wil
g : 4 : o vJ. =

on, Judge f‘f the Recorder's Court, were served on
him January 7, 18z A :

January 7, 1654, A month later, February o. the
appllcathn tor leave to file a guo Fl."(H'}‘tHH'(}’.‘lﬁ?:li -
i{t}lﬁge \\’ﬁsun was argued before [udge John \Ibl\\l}i]t
son in chambers, il S el = :
Tohn _ William I, Burgess, relator, and

n F. Farnsworth argued for the: licati :
Thomas Hovne and th 3 Sl VR
¢ fnsiead obert 5. Blackwell against it

ert S. Wilson for many vears e 2 3
bor, Mich., had come to Chic: S ApmiEnkel anu A
the law firm of \‘—\'ilscm \ Frillt\-igfo 1? S e
! i : < for two or three vears
when, as has be 5 e LS
newly cre; on seen, he was elected Judge of the
newly created Recorder’s Court in March 18s
had meanwhile administered justice -u'iglh o .
and impartial hand, and the prison e 0 EHCIgEtic
had many inmates duly senltel 'mddm ]dgl o ShgEn
BHERtion acose et bi ois 'b'l'mje by him. But the
ing been a resident here fa;gn:l tj e thtlgifﬁcc. o
; ; . : Ve years before his elec
tion.  The main points i : bins e i
not a Judge undg)r thé’ ::ntlzfitﬂ:reme g ¥ o

. o1, AL AhiE
otherise the relator was o | rlll" and that were it
i il : egally entitled to make
_PPI’lCig;ou for the remedy.

- In the case of the Peq i
A . ple, on relation of Williaum ‘T
Bury @5. Robert S, Wilson, Judge of the ]{égul:;l:llel_l.;
.igjawf.ully mtruding into and usurping the
Judge John M. Wilson decided
0 dor A guo warranto.  The relator

Y OF COOKk COWUNTY.

proposed a stipu ation to take the case to the g,

Court. to which the Recorder signified his asscnfr"Me
vided that he could have assurance that g r"'“f’"’l‘ls]?ll;-:l)‘
) e

person would appear to prosecute the case, ang g,
security for costs. Two days later Mr, Burgessg“e
nounced that the case would go up by appeal, a]n'
good and responsible bail to prosecute it with ’ull b
diligence. In November the Supreme Court affy
the decision of the lower court, and Judge Wilsop
tinued to discharge the duties of his office with almon--
universal acceptance. _He was generally l‘egardedmt.
specially adapted by his energy and boldness for t]?b
judgeship of the Recorder’s Court, in which he “‘asz
terror to evil doers.

It was provided by the Legislature, February 28
1854, that Chicago should © pay all fines, expenses ang
charges for dieting, committing,” etc., of all persons
convicted by the Recorder’s Court. And on February
13, 1855, an act was approved, by which it was orderec}l
that its “rules of practice should conform as near g
may be to the rules of practice in the Circuit Courf
*® % % “That in all cases where any suit, either at ]av}
or in chancery, shall be commenced in the Recorder'’s
Court of the city of Chicago, and the amount in con-
troversy shall exceed one hundred dollars,” such suit
might be “transferred to either the Circuit Court of
Cook County or to the Cook County Court of Common
Pleas,” and “ all further proceedings in said Recorder’s
Court shall thereupon cease.”

April 18, 1854, Judge Drummond opened a term of
the United State courts at his chambers in the Saloon
Building; and at the same place a second term was
opened by the same, October 3. Neither was a pro-
tracted session, and no case of historic interest marred
the uniformity of court routine.
~Before the Circuit Court,in May, Judge Morris pre-
siding, in the case of Charles Walker os. the Illinois
Central Railroad, a jury was empaneled on the gth.
I'he suit was similar to that of James H. Collins in the
previous vear against the same corporation. The rail-
road track was laid across Walker’s water-lot on the
.~.=h0.re. to reach the river.  Eight days were occupied n
taking testimony, and two in the ciusing arguments of
counsel, when on the 2oth, the jury returned a verdict
of 320,712 in favor of plaintiff for damages sustained
by loss of land taken by the company for their track.
A :fec‘nnd claim for damages because of nearness uf
their depot, was denied, the jury being of opinion that
the value of Walker's property was as likely to be en-
hanced as depreciated by that circumstance. The
award by the commission'er, from which both 1)2111155
had z‘liipealed, was $47,800.

Three alleged fugitive slaves, thrown into jail in
Chicago on a charge of assault. were taken to Spring-
field, On a writ of habeas corpus issuzd by Judge Treat
Bith? ,bup{cmc Court, and discharged by him 58]1(61;1‘
“le"l‘l._:l:;rllilrs--!nl \11.-1?:"’.7 By et (;ff.'][-("rc aad 'IU,I,:;
loties 'l'l;lu:u:l;n'(-i.T“.h::ﬂl AL (':r§1|:7:1. _Some ten }‘iﬂ- %
ribedin Chit 2 vy Wilton, United States .\[ar:_:l;l ;'c;lur
e S ::l.:ﬁ.:rngn' Springfield, armed _“.nt_ .
ordered out th;: l[f'hfl UZ(.J.‘?' JRANp FHDT R HIMFM esist-
TR tIirc«'tc:ig :It rLuEuls In anticipation o\‘ l;iun:li
Guard should be in -]-‘lt]'(--”.lmm-nfv % OF e am'ulrl
of the Liaht Pt rea |‘m*..~:-.. I'he officer in c:v_m uil £
Ditier o 'mqu:-:dmt?'k legal advice from :..\i-:ll ;‘;.”
legal authority to jec 1 tha Hensy. W iltahc he

2 10Nty to issue such an order, whereupon the

military withdrew an HpengS
) d the Marshal returned to Sprins
field without the fugitives, 4

In the Court of Common Dleas an impurtunt land

(JU{:
meg]

TRCY T P P SR . wry o 0 b



wn as the ejectment suit of D. A. B. Newkirk
a Chapron, and involving eighty acres of land
region west of Ashland and south of North
D pues, 1O ether with two hundred and forty acres
ave ' je the limits, of the estimated value of half a mil
‘f“mdgllal'ﬁy was decided for the plaintiff by Judge JOhI;
M. Wilsom, October 6, 1854 and a copy of the?rpiniun
uested b

: the Bar for publication. But ten mc

];;g: i Supreme Court, in session at Ottawa, re\'e)lr]stzj

- ¢hat decision- :
et Bar lost three of its members by cholera in

B Two of these, J. H. Collins and S. L. Smith
e w,ﬂrgmjy peen sketched. The third was Alexander
b rent1Ss.

e S. ?@gmnm g, PreNTIss was born in Cooperstown
R March, 1829. He was a son of Colonel ]ohr;
~ H. Prentiss, who died in 1861. He graduated at

Hamilton College before he was twenty-one, studied

* ja under Judge Deino, of Utica, and was admitted to
" the Bar in New York. In 1851 he came to Chicago

 entered the law office of Collins & Williams to fami[i

E im'ze_-himmlf with the peculiarities of Illinois law, and
§ '_w'afs‘admitted to the Bar in this State, May 3, ;85 T

 Some six months later he formed a partnership with
~ Henry G. Miller, which was dissolved in February
1833, after which he practised alone until his death,
~ October 13, 1854. The occasion of his early death was
 due to the marked benevolence and self sacrifice in the
of public calamity. “When,” says Mr. Ar-
: .na]d,._!.‘__(:pllins was struck down at the Bar of the Su-
preme Court, and so many were seeking safety in flight
he remained because he thought he could be of assist-
ance to Mrs. Collins ; and again, when Smith was taken,
zgsé?g‘:;’::mlﬁs was found ministering to the suffering
- The rulings of Judge Morris in the case of Geor
W. Green, for the alleged murder of his wife, covgrgg
it ?ﬁtﬁ?w points in the jurisprudence of Illinois, as it

: f;’-s:ocar\';e tried here, in which the testimony of
ts as to the presence of poison, ascertained by
hﬂ%ﬁ.lg:gts _aftt‘:r death, was afirpitted in evidence. :
el __n,rgary term of the United States courts in
hmﬁ”ﬂ 11? 55, was postponed from the 1zth to the
g the act of Congress of the 13th, which
nois into two districts. The criminal docket
erm of what was thenceforth known as the
hnct of Tllinois, erqbraced twenty-five en-
: .hm were b:urglanes, one counterfeiting,
d the remainder, various minot offenses.
BRADLEY, of Galena, arrived in Chicago

o fill the position of clerk of the United
ppointment of Judge Drummond, and
. capacity with general acceptance

n of the Recorder’s Court began April
ed and fifteen civil and sixty-three
tﬁb‘! docket. Since its establishment
seven hundred and fifty three indict-
sed of, and one hundred and forty
~Of all the decisions from which
only one was reversed. For
en more cases, civil and
rder's Court of Chicago than
tes, except a few of the
We did,” says Philip
office business from

the Recorder’s
hd against four-
‘Riot " of April 21,
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riled. T Py and the mot; 83
s =i I hC‘l’t‘ was o . 3 ‘P“'T'\ 7""1’ Sen-
It was not con some diffic ulty in -Parate trials o
municipal el;m}p]ett(l until the ]l;-t]'-:i;tl.m-_; a ;,,r\_)._ vt-ri

2 =ction in oih. Yy ang

. ) 1'!

SN alier the
ds Joined wi,
March, 5
ng saloon-kee,
laces to be 7{:‘:-‘-j
e kept

the f'Jr‘-‘lgl‘lerq G A\'.lEll'Ch an iss
Boone issued a r the liquor queg; i
that the reriin'(lln I-]m"l"lm”“r’“ n(:iitf]?in.
closec allCe requiring T
ed on the Sabbath l\v:‘mUT{f bthmr ]

-\I.’J_\‘r.r

was on S =
5 Sdaturday. - P e strictlv snf
the 1nsuﬁicien(f-‘0{- ;nd on Sunday r;:i\ enforced. That
1 - = . X e 18 L i
violations, and" the notice, there wer 18th, owing 1,
2 i

€ naturally mapy
next Sunday the
At the trial of

> =
d many arrests, but the

._1]0
S& ons w €re gf:ﬂf:ta“\ CLONEd
S .

ses, thev could

I) (0] 1idictm I 1 T z
!e ros 1t only h\ 11 (.Il £ ent 1 (l ﬂ
y € nat ¢ 1 ﬂn‘.l.l

cases
Casiz (E‘”lgm/-dmt by Police Court jyst;
BSRONIY AR thot. Sobirs. T o AUSIICES mea
o= the ({y £ i_:lt entire ]_)(Jl]_\- of the ; g ‘_Tlh:.lmt such
nstitution a : judiciary. know
and determine. A as Justices of the Peace, mi hm“n
; . A few days I: c Peace, might try
cid 55 Vs later, S )
ed that the Justices had a rig Justice Rucker de-
Meanwhile, at a meeting fdl right to try saloon cases
% o g0 e (0 " = SECS.
27, the license to sell liq the Common Council, March
date to July sell liquor was fixed at §300 Fro s
: July 1, 1856, when the prohibitory lic m that
was to go into effect if sanctionec itory liquor law
people at the l)rECEding’-tIL];];OH[td‘ :h_\- the votes of the
it others save eﬂut.{;n.A Some dealers
preferred to test the quehqtion ?n :E usiness, but most
the PEOple T = i e courts and before
= voc held in Nonh
= y saloon-keepers s,
Germans, urged on and encograge?]ng\- ?‘?E:‘]ﬂb‘l mostly
. z = ) Hesale hiquor
dealers and the allied interests generally. They -Hju 4
for gratuitous distribution a campaion 1 Al
the Anti-Prohibitionis : 1paign paper known as
Anti-Prohibitionist. Meanwhile Rucker's decisions
continued to be given in favor of the city withaggravat-
ing uniformity. Farly in the contest it was announced
n b_e_half of the defendants that whenever an adverse
decision should be rendered, the case would be taken
by successive appeals to the Supreme Court. A large
num_ber of these cases were to be tried on Friday,
-‘\P}'ll 20, befnr;z Justice Rucker. During the week
active preparations were made by the malcontents
for a demonstration in force, either in the hope of
overawing the court, or with a view perhaps to serve a
sort of mob-law notice on the municipal administration
just elected on the Know-Nothing ticket, that they
should not expect to force their puritanical notions
down the foreign throats, where beer and liquor had
been wont to flow u aburdened by so heavy a tax. On
that day, about onc hundred men, headed by a drum-
mer, marched through some of the streets and took u‘p
a position on Randolph Street, opposite court-house
where they remained until it was |t‘:ll’llt.‘d t]?.iF
uld not then be hc;}rd. as Mr. htzc};cf was
On Saturday, April 21, the th‘?'ﬂ.{j!?h[hll'l.(l{'l
when the crowd came mto c}mllmml with
ad been ordered to disperse them. o}
d the corner of Clark and Randolph
n o'clock, they were met by the ;“th
- . . dozen shots were fired B3
cers of the law when .lb(‘lult v dr“,,\:d Peter Martin an
the more hasty spirits in the f Faese and J. B Ked-
alleged rioter, Wis cilled ; T s \i(er-l:-l'nzlcd-'("-cort:'v s
zie, two unoffending Cll_'u..”h: ‘:t:t]\ injured 10 the arm
Hunt, a policemai e “and Nathan Weston,
that amputation bhecame i

: . wounded., Some
e also dange ¥y wou [

> cer, was also dang ailed,
another offi 2 ioters” were and jailed

square,
the cases woO
out of town.

was repeated,
the police, who h
the mob rounde
streets about eleve

As

necessary
rousl
;!I‘I‘t‘SWd

@ COr L‘i“’l“}' 3 ought Lo
sen o..nt_:l ! f“ur‘tf-cun were held. indicted .uull ‘Imiuulh i
but only Light Guard, Flying Artillery, an¢ a

trial.  The
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in for the occasion,

sworn :‘rhts

ber of special policemen s :
patrolled the streets for three oOf

until their own cxg:itemt'ljt. tht‘wnll-:}lb'lt'lntq e
: A ¢ -chensions of non-co atants SR
iyt blished a card May 2, denying the

‘T'he liquor-dealers pu _ May Bt
’l[T:':_'L‘f‘l[iiOn that the money contributed b} till‘.‘!Ttﬁ \;L:.: e
;in‘n:::(l to be used in resisting the laws; their purpos
B

: ey aw, which
was to test the legality of the new -hl(;en'sfelj“‘[,»\i‘nht]ilf
< merconallv oppressive, and from a business e
was personally Opl 1 The Anti-Prohibitionist,
view too restrictive of trade. : i e e
they also said, was published for a siml ?, jon unheard
tateemenlik qson. to oppose an innovation unhearc
statesmenlike reason, Pl i gl ]
of in all history. The trial begun ].unt: bor o s
Tune 30, with the acquittal of all except t“”'}w_,:.l e
been more clearly identified with the ;1!10{:}{'51\'—"[_'{1_&
to the police, or had been more feebly defende 1 =
were Farrell and Halleman, both Ilrialn_nen. who “}:Tt
sentenced to one year in the penitentiary. but “LE:e
granted a new trial by Recorder \._llsnn]. _] UIEI ”»n(-:';li ]e
ground of interference with the jury by the co..._.:i ble
in charge. They were not again lJI'l.)El_?:h.t to trial, 1t
seeming little less than a travesty of Justice that in a
sedition ]]Ot()ril)1]5]}' German the ()I'I]_\' victims F’-h()lllltl be
two Irishmen, accidentally caught in the crowd, without
anv evidence of previous affiliation with the malcontents.

" A CONTESTED JUDICIAL ELECTION.—By an act of

the Eighteenth General Assembly in 1854 a system of
Police Magistrates was established for the whole State.
At the municipal election in Chicago in 1855 Police
Justices were voted for without reference to the new
institution. It was supposed that Messrs. Ward, Akin
and King were elected by a handsome majority, having
each received about three thousand votes, and beating
their competitors, Stickney, Magee and Howe. A few
votes were cast for police magistrates, of which Calvin
De- Wolf received thirty, W. H. Stickney, twelve, and
Nathan Allen, twelve. These received the commission
of the Governor, as having been elected in conformity
with the law of 1854. Mr. Stickney, having been one of
the three unsuccessful candidates on the Police-Justice
ticket, resigned March 17, not wishing to profit by a
mere technicality. Mr. De Wolf was a Justice of the
Peace.at_ the L»imc, and continued to act, the second
commission being mere surplusage. Mr. Allen served
upde:‘ the commission for the West Side. ‘Thomas
(1.;. _I rcmlergast was suhsutt_ited for Mr. Stickney as
olice Magistrate for the North Side. Mr. De Wolf
discharged the same functions on the South Side. The
office was 1&{.’.’21] as fhe Ll'efo| -Ed ~Eh'at S Mie forae
bl difference in words could !ead to
1derstanding of the official station to which the

people aimed to elect. Accordingly it ordered that ¢
missions should be issued to the three centi e
T R g £s emen who
, SReciVEC a majority of the popular vote, without
l_“'ejl“i.lc': to the three aiready commissioned. A\ double
’t‘“ppl_\nu‘( Police Magistrates for the remainder of the

erm was thus instituted,

. At the State judiciai election in |
nierre, an industrious and well-read
(:plca_go Bar, was chosen for the Be
Circuit, embracing then only the counties of Cook and
Lsakf:. He was commissioned as its Judge [une 2t
:lléilli?‘{:?;}‘(‘;ﬁa:?n Lnl(;k Cm'n‘.u.u‘\' then had i'nur-lcrm_» of
terms on the first i‘}nnu‘li- 5 \l[.“t.l.were regular or* trial
Biiah '[; '13( d_\‘ m .‘-d'\ and tlwtluni“.\[muluy n

. CL.Lwo were special or * vacation ™ terms on
the first ..\[_undu'\'s - March and October.  With this
-e;giﬂl:’:‘{:}:s?ﬁ;el::edn?ku ::unt_i}\gcd heavy, and Judge

ANIE carefulness in weighing evidence,

four days and nigh
rm of the authorities
hsided.

tune Georee Ma-
member of the
nch of the Seventh

COOK COUN I

while it guaranteed all possible safeguqrds against iy.
justice, did not tend to decrease the rapidly
business of the Chicago courts.

At an adjourned term of the United States ¢
extending from October 15 to December 8 18
was found that they too, in less than eight years from
their introduction here, were involved in the same des.
tiny as the other Chicago courts, an overloaded docket
After lli;pnsing of one hundred and fifty-three cﬂseg‘l
there remained four hundred and one in the Circuifj
and ninety-eight in the District Court. Not only di(i
the more able members of the Chicago Bar find frequent
occasion to plead before these courts, but severa] em-
inent counsel from other cities were often in attendance
Among the most distinguished of these were .-\brahurr;
Lincoln, O. H. Browning, Archibald Williams, Joel
Manning, B. L. Edwards, Charles Ballance, E N
Powell, H. M. Weed, \. L. Merriam, J. K. Cooper, N.
H. Purple, W. F. Brian, J. W. Drury and James Grant,

At the January term of the Recorder's Court, in
1856, thirty-four convicts were sent to the penitentiary,
and court adjourned to March, when there was a short
term and a similar adjournment to May 5, when the
Tudge charged the Grand Jury especially against lottery
tickets and gambling. Toward the close of the vear it
is again noted that this court kept its docket well cleared,
there being but a few cases civil or criminal undisposed
of at the early close of the November term.

At the February term of the United States courts in
1856, two weeks were consumed in the famous case of
Kingsbury 5. Brainard. The lot on the northeast cor-
ner of Clark and Randolph streets, where now stands
the Ashland Block, had been leased to the defendant
for twenty vears by J. B. F. Russell, agent for the plain-
tiff, at an annual rental of 82,000, of which half was to
be actually paid and the other half retained as purchase
money for the buildings, which at the end of the lease
were to revert to the owner of the lot. The plaintiff
brought suit, on the ground that the agent had no right
to grant so unusual a lease. The jury, however, found
a verdict against him, becoming satisfied that some
others had declined to accept the same offer, and that
the lease had virtually been ratified before the rapid in-
crease in values had shown its alleged injustice.

March 21, 1856, by a rule of court, Judge Drum-
mond ordered three “adjourned " terms of the United
States courts in Chicago, on the first Mondays of March,
May and October, in each vear, in addition to the two
regular terms, on the first :\-Iunti;l:\' in July and the thin!
Monday in December, previously provided by act of
Congress. At the October term in 1856, it was agamn
noted that notwithstanding these apparently abundant
provisions, there was a large docket in admiralty, chan-
cery and common law, as well as patent cases.

Grorar W, Mgeker was born in Elizabethtown,
N. ] about 1817. In infancy one of his lower limbs
was paralyvzed, rendering necessary the use of crutches
for the rest of his life ; he was otherwise much above
the average in manly beauty. Due attention Wwas
paid to the cultivation of his intellectual powers, and
he became not only a well read lawyer, but a very thor-
ough scholar, familiar with the English and French,
well as the Latin and Greek classics. He came to Chi-
cago about 1837, and studied law with Spring &
Goodrich until admitted to the Bar, December 10, 1939-
-\ﬁ carly as February 2z, 1840, he is found in partner-
ship with George Manierre, the firm having been formed
about January 1, e held the offices of United States

1nc "eaSing

ourts,
555 1t

C“ml}lihsioner and Clerk of the United States Court.
He died suddenly on April 2. 1856.
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