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CHAPTER X+

THE BENCH AND BAR—EARLY COURTS OF EFFI

NGHAM COUNTY—Lawyggg FRO
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DR SGAL LUMINARIES, PAST AND PRESENT..
THE PRESENT COUNTY BAR, ETC., ETC,

“There is g history in all men’s lives.” ' continued parts of three days, at Em
N giving the early history of the bench | the then county seat. Th.safoﬂow:.ngl:m
and bar of Effingham County, the histor- of the first record made in the Circui
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data anq material,
there

he county for his
for the simple reason that
Were no resident lawyers in the county
until the yeqp 1849, Litigants were sup-
Plied with attorn n noighboring coun-
ties, mainly ayette County, though
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At a Circuit!Court begun and heid at Ewisgex
in and for the county of Effingham, Olm
the 20th day of May, in the year of our i
thousand eight hundred and thlrty-ﬂlf&-d ey
the Hon. T. W, Smith, As_sociate on?ﬂ _
preme Court, and Presiding Judxg Balky, B
John C. Sprigg, Clerk, and Henry P. prsal
iff. Alistof the Grand Jurors wemmmbym“
by the Sheriff, and after beingcm-::t
retired to consider of presentmen i o

The following cases appear on
of court, to wit:
ter:ncirevlr Bratton, } Appellant.
Appellee.

vs.
Simeon Perkins. )
John Maxfield, } Appellan
John V}?lRobinson. Appd::;-
William McConnell, i Plain

vs, X
Jacob Slover. 3;‘““
John Beasley, ) Plaintiff.

Defendant.

vs. fudict
Robert Moore. the followin&
The Grand Jury returned

. o
ments, indorsed * true

-




—-"';1;' People of the State nfl Indictment for Sell-
Tllinois, ing Spirituous Li-
J quors without ga

' V8. .
Theophilus W. Short. icense.

ople of the State of Ilinois, ) Indictment
fheLeop V8. for

Martha Henson. Fornication.

The People of the State of Illinois, ) Indictment
Vs for

William Cusip. Adultery.
The following appointment for Circuit Clerk ap-

pears upon the record of the Court:

VANDALIA, February 15, 1838.

Mr. John C. Sprigg—I hereby appoint you

Clerk of the Circuit Court of Effingham County,
with full power and authority to do and perform all
duties appertaining to said office, and receive the
fees and emoluments thereof.
Your obedient servant;
WirniaMm WiLson.
There being no further business before the Court,
ordered that it adjourn sine die.
Toaro. W. SMiTH.

Thus it will be seen that Theophilus W.

Smith was the Judge who held the first term
of court in the county. The county was then
sparsely settled, and the settlements being
n:watly in the timber, in the bottoms of the
river and on the verge of the prairies. The
lawyers who attended this first term of court
o' three in number, viz., A, P. Field, Levi
Davis and William L. D. Ewing, all resi-
d?ntﬂ of Vandalia, and all holding offices,
either for the State or for the county in which
they resided.

It will doubtless be of interest to our read-
%’.h _knows something of Hon. Theophilus
th;::;?;?: filll'st ‘«T udge of thia. cou_ntj,t, and
(3 bl Y, ill give the following incident

At th.e session of the Legislature of 1832
ﬂgni:::l;li: bd: impeachment were voted

y the House of Representatives.

~'0 Were seven articles of specifizations
cosmitted to the Senate for trial against
The first threo related lo the corrupt

R e
il:ﬂ':;cimu‘t Olerkships. He had author-
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and emolumentg until his son bec
and to subject the gaid office t 5
had made Ly

one (Gteoroe
4

I'esery]
¥ w:n;: ”m fur\H
ame of age,

his will: }

: ‘ £ y e
appoimtments thy

! . PP S8 three several timac
without requiring honds Vi

He was also charged witl
1n saveral vexatious suits for an alleged tres
pass, commenced by affidavit in g mn:.t \anI
]_:le himself presided, holding the 1I|~1”urul.'mt:
illegally to excessive bail upon  trifling pre.
text, to oppress and injure them, and a::ntiu‘
ued the suits from term to term to harass and
persecute them. The fifth article charged
him with arbitrarily suspending John S,
Greathouse, a lawyer, from practice for ad-
vising his client to apply for a change of
venue. The sixth article charged him with
tyrannically committing to jail in Montgom.-
ery County a Quaker, who entertained con-
geientious scruples against removing his hat
in open conrt; and the seventh article
charged him with deciding an agreed case
between the Sheriff and Treasurer of Madi-
gon County, without process or pleading, to
the prejudice of the county, rendering an ap-
peal to the Supreme Court necessary.

The Senate resolved itself into a High
Court of Impeachment, and a solemn trial
was held, which lasted from January 9 to
February 7, 1833. The prosecution was
conducted by a committee of mant '
the House, consisting of Benjamin Mills,
Murray McConnell, John T. Stewart, Jameaz
Semple and John Dougherty; the d*‘f*““d“{l[
was reprosented by Sidney Breese, I\».tl :
Young and Thomas Ford, the latter subse-

ornor of the State.
qu;";t‘:,y::;; of talent on both sides, t-lu:.c:x‘-
alted position of the accused, and tlft‘ mu.ll tti
ment and interest thereby created ml ;;f)‘lit‘
cal eircles, gave to the trial uuumrml pu ‘) 1.(:“1"
traction throughout the State. The proce

from the appointees

Lbeing a co-plaintiff

1gers from
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ted by marked ability and

: o conduc : ere
ings Wer A oreat number of W1tn9589.5 x
learning. g L documentary evidence

. nd muc
f*xamﬂzj&a The argument of counsel i %
éibr]iighesé order, and in the final summing
e

. Chairman of the

rosecution, the Ch
E[P 1f:: égsnf;ittee, Mr. Mills, one of the most
br?lliant orators of the time, spoke for =

days in a continued strain of unsurpassed
a

loquence.
; Of?endino- the trial, the defendant searched

for seraps of paper containing seribblings of
the members concerning their status upon t}_te
respective charges. Being thus advised, his
counsel enjoyed peculiar advantages in the
management of the defense.

The constitution required that no person
thus tried should be convicted without the
concurrence of two thirds of all the Senators
present. When the vote was finally taken,
upon each article separately, twenty-two Sen-
ators were present, and four absent or ex-

cused. It required fifteen to conviet, Twelve

voted guilty on some of the charges; ten
were in favor of acquittal; and as fifteen did
not vote him guilty of any of the articles, he
was acquitted. He retaineg his seat upon
the Supreme bench of the State until his

death, which ozcarred-'about ten years after-
ward,

year ahead of the time he
(as was then the law) Woulq takq hi

7 3 130 Succ
But shortly after the election GE QL Slag,

incumbent, died, whep Gov, g, lada, th,
chosen to serve out his Unexpirgq Yo "
. te
cordingly, he set ont for Wagh; t;m'-
vember of that year, ¢, take hi;:g; tn' Y,
gress, and Mr. Ewing, by Virtug O?h' 0.
as President of the Senate, became (1:0
or. Upon the meeting of the Logis] tOv L
December, he sent in hig Message a: ;r: in
Governor, when he was relieved from h:sleng
alted duties by the Governor-elect, Yo x};
Dunecan, being sworn intg office. Thi is tlllm
only time such a contingency hag arigg, in
the history of the State. M. Ewing s,
native of Kentucky, and one of the first reg;
dent lawyers of Fayette County. Hp g,
man of liberal education and fine natural ep.
dowments, fond of congenial company, and
enjoyed all the sports of the time. Heywass
Colonel in the Black Hawk war; served &
Prosecuting Attorney, and, as before stated,
represented his district in the Legislature
and State Senate. He was for a time Indian
Agent, and, by order of the United Stafes
Government, removed the Sac and Fox tribes
west of the Mississippi River. From 186
bo 1848, he was Auditor of Public Accounts
represented his district in the National Co-
gress, and was appointed United States S:]I;
ator to fill the vacancy ocecasioned by !
death of Richard M. Young. Ewing
As a public-spirited citizen, Gen.oug ihe
was highly respected and honored am Demo-
people he so long served. He was @ eIy
; 5 of uns
crat in polities, and a statesman -
ing integrity. Many of the old c;d in bi
Effingham County remember hi, aht, honer
death recognize the loss of an upr's
able man and patriotic citizen- the Javye”
Col. A. P. Field, another of 5
who attended the first term of owr €27




a native of Kentucky, and an educated
1 chivalrous gentleman. He first locatod
Jonesboro, TlL, in an early day, bat sub.
antly moved to Vandalin. He war Sty
surer from 1823 to 1827, and Secretary
7 m from 1829 to 1840. As a politician,
had few equals and no superiore of that

.« e was eminent as a criminal lawyer,

a speaker was sparkling in wit and

otly to New Orleans, and soon be-
nontly identified with Southern
rising eventually to the oxalted po.
Attorney General of Louisiana. He

Vandulia, but now lives at Alton.
ed Auditor of State, and served
1841, and was prominently
w6 politics, not only of Lis
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IAM COUNTY.

ST = : 137

ces, with a large family, most]

' Yy girls. With
a view to better her conditio |

n she, in 1804,
been the
. ' . N

Custom of ohB Spanmh ‘If_]‘.'r‘r:JTn(-‘!'f to oive

sottlers
But, upor her arrival in St Louis, she found

the country ceded to the United States, and
that liberal policy no longer in vogue. Sha
finally removed to Illinois and sottled near
Walerloo, but, the following year, moved s
little closer to the Mississippi Bluffs Here
the boys received their first schooling, for
which they walked three miles. The e T
wis & woman of superior mental endowment.
joined to energy and determination of char
acter. She inevleated in her children those
high-toned moral principles which distin
guished her sons in publie life. The mind
of Thomas guve early promise of superior
attuinments, with an inclination for mathe
matics. His proficiency attracted the atten
tion of the Hon. D. B. Cook, in whom young
Ford found a patron aud friend.

Through tho advice of Mr. Cook, he turned
his attention to the law. He attended Tran-
sylvania University at Lexington, Ky., one
term, and, on his return, alternated his law
reading with teaching school. In 1829, Gor.
Reynolds appointed him Prosecuting Attor.
ney; in 1831, he was re-appointed by gov.
Reynolds, and afterward was four .umm
elected Judge by the Legislature, wt‘t.hout

tion. He was twice Judge of Chicago,
and Associate Judge of the Supreme Court.
While acting in the latter oapatflt."-_ he was
assigned to the Ninth Judicial District, and,
while holding court in Ogle County, was
notified of his nomination for Giovernor. He
immediately resigned his office, :lt;cﬂ‘};f‘ ::
and in Awm‘:dw:m &o:ho exalled po

.
The offices which Gov. Ford held wore un

e
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: TR Jawver, he stood deservedly
A_g 8 ey

t of intellect fitted him .ra-th-
or upon law than a practlcthn}c;r
he courts. As a Judge, hi
sound, lneid, and an able]e.x-

- of the law. As a man, he was p-al:;
p‘Ml']““l'- yeanor; he lacked the deBl.‘II.llne
::I};::i c;a':z;‘deciaion of character requisite to
ydnes

solicited. :
high, but hlf.i cas
or for 8 wril:
advocate in t
ulniuinnw were

it ¢ : iderati i
f thor. he deserves special consideration, in
author, Ho QL

: legacy in the form of a history
having left a 6 )'q He died November 2,
of his Hlutw—-;lluwlz..- ki
1850, at Peoria, having scarcely p
prime of life, gL g .

At the May term of our Cireuit Court in
1534, Samuel McRoberts was present, and
took part in the proceedings. He was attor-
pey in the case of N. Edwards, Governor,
\-'.,:rn,- James M. Duncan, ot al., on chan,f_';e of
venne from Marion Cuunty.

Samnel MeRoberts was the first native
linoisan ever elevated to the position of
United States Senator from this State. He
was born April 12, 1799, in what is now Mon-
roo County, where hig father resided on a
farm.

Private tutor. At ghe early age of twenty, he
Va8 appointed Cirenit 0

amiliar with forms of law, and
Agerly embrageq, pursui

ton, Ky,), whao
Iw'iurua, ha
Bunhﬂlnr of

re, after

graduateq with the degree of

.He Commenceq the prac-
lon in Competition with
Kn.nu. Reynolda, Clar, Baker
And othepg In 1824, g the;
% wag elected by the

fiva
. i
firag nxhlbxted at.rong Partisan

an for a great political leader. As an |
1 I -

He received g good education from g |

Cirenit Judges. ’

-

County .
bond that they shoulq no{ R

I
|
_! charge. ? pab
; In 1828, Mr. McRoberts was g
Senator; in 1830, he was 3PPointe %M
| States District Attorney g, .
Receiver of the Publie g

Danville Land Office; ang in 1839,30;:

for the General Lang Office at Wﬂsbingh
| On the 16th of December, 1840, pe va
| elected United States Senator for the fyp
| term, commencing March 4, 1841. He dig
| March 22, 1843 at Cineinnatj, Ohio, on ks
' route home from Washington, in the vigor of
 intellectual mankood, and at the age of forty- |
, four years.
|
r

|
ﬁ 1832,
|
|
|

The third Judge of our Cireuit Court s
the Hon. Sidney Breese, who presided fma
’ October, 1835, to October, 1842, a period o
seven years, and the longest held byone -
’ (except Charles Emerson) since the organizs
- tion of our county. Mr. Breese was bon
' about the close of the last century, in Oneids
County, N. Y. He received a thorough ge=
eral and classical education from the‘tf::
College, from which he graduated \ﬂdﬁ'
ors. He had been the school-.feuo'lmﬁ
Kent Kane, who was his senior. o
appointment of the latter as 39“. #'ﬂ
State in 1818, he became g
him as astudent of law. In _1820'. Jacke®
the practice of his };m:ﬂ‘:‘:: =
County, but met with failu a jU
tion of a cuse in 00!“" Mkz:l‘pl
Overwhelmed with mortification, Iy ahee
on the spur of the moment, to &‘M
don the practice of the law, ‘nd IM
year he became Postmaster at R&E,
' 1822, however, he was appointed




.
]

HISTORY OF EFFIN

| hame of James Sl

-_._-___n____._——“—‘__ e e e
AR : ip by Gov. F -
.& Al et Attorney-shlp by Gov. Bond, a position
%! which be retained under Gov. Coles. and up. |
t ‘;.J_i: til the accession of Gov. Edwards in 1831.

He prepared and published “ Breese's Reports
of the Supreme Court Decisions,” it bein;r

W

| ?hﬁ - as a Major of volunteers.

% \ Upon the establishment of the Cirenit

SR Court system in 1835 !
k‘ ) urt system in , he was chosen Judwe

{}er'%. and in 1841 he was elected one of the Jud::es’

%lej of the Supreme Court. In 1S42, he was
\ elected, for a full term, from March 4, 1843
to the United States Senate. At the expira:
Hon of his term, in 1850, he was elected to
the Legislature and made Speaker of the
House. In 1855, he was re-elected Circuit
Jﬁ&ge, and, two years later, was again ele-
vnt?ﬂ to the Supreme Bench, where he re-
mained until his death.
Jn&ge Breese took an active part in the
mm .Gentral Railroad, a full account of
mﬁg will be found in the chapter on rail-
a’;@ha io?lowing names appear on the docket
%%l’l“ y'a attending court in the county:
! *ef _:.ob.er term, 1835, Thomas Brown,
; &Kirkma.n, at the April term, 1836,
ﬁ?_s., Kirkman, Sawyer and D. Greg-
£B _A:pril term, 1837, Field, Ewing,
D&vis were the only attorneys in

o

‘etober term in 1839, A. Thornton
¢ 85 an attorney in the case of “The
’M‘“ David Ridgway,” for the de-
a change of venue from Shelby
hﬁ following entry uppears on the
‘ J"iﬂ.-thg case: “ Defendant found

| Bﬂ?tmcﬁd to the penitentiary one
~one day to solitary confinement.”
& ton has boeen a regular attendant at
s from that time until he was elected
88 a few years ago.

the first book ever published in the State |
He took part in the Black Hawk war, 591‘\'inr; |

' with the requirements

T ——

At tho OCtOh(?}‘ f_l’ : . A

' ;

: Hu of conrt in 1840 t1
L 40), the
ag ot = dppears

. d“m'nmv g & 5 on the doelket
Y = -.-‘ (I

dases, and

own . die
Hisa €ase In partienlay At thj ‘0 his
acle : A oAb this tep
Uc . ‘111'1’11(3']'“”11 to I’(""'Jm(\ N tern he
nited Stat “ome a citizen of 4
dLes ] N of the
i The followine ;. 38
A A E . ~ 1o d COny <
Proceedings in the case: S

At a Circuit Court

. ])Ic ary
Hotse i i €8un and held at the come
slom, 1n and forthe county of J s
= Yy of Efi

ham, o
e n Monday, the 19th day of O
year of our Lord one thoysand Rhales,

forty, it being the 30 Mond: g
ent, Sidney Breese ¢ay of said month, g
S ) eese, Judee: Thom:
Sheriff: and Willi, : omas J

uliam H. Blakely, Clerk. T
personally appeared ; “1¥, Clerk.  This day
appeared in open court J: swplg
2an made and filed t}e Bllowing de ] . .m'n-\ Shields
L ) ' = acclar;
Shields being duly sworn in open cou ?m:'”

5 J L Dpen cour (]
oath that he was born in the (' g .
Kined 1e County Tyrone. in t}

mgdom of Ireland, on the 17t} d-" f g
the vear : oAy ith day of May, about

year 1810; that he mierated Feite :
e migratec to the United States

e erica while a minor, and continued o res;
within the United States three vears next e

: ] Years next precedine
his arrival at the age of twentv-onc v r ] :!‘ ']'];“—
. 3 2 = A h ars, and as
continued to reside therein to the present tim 11]1]1

X : € H
he is now upward of twenty-one vears. and has
r(" 3 - x = ,-. \‘ v
Slde‘up\\ ard of five years in the State of Illinois
aforesaid, one of the United States; that it is his in
; . Hdat it 1S S B
tention to become a citizen of the United States
and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to
any foreign prince, potentate, State or sovereienty,
and particularly to the sovereign of Great Britain
and Ireland. He further declares that for three
years preceding the present application, it has been
his bona fide intention to become a citizen of the
United States.
(Signed.)
Subscribed and sworn to in open court, this 21st
day of October, 1840.
(Attest.)

ing
| in the
d ecioht hundred qnq
res-

5 g
Cnifro,

James

r'es on

JAMES SIHTELDS.

WirriaM H. BLAKELEY,
Clerk of said Court.

This day personally appeared in open court,
James Shields, a free white person of twenty-one
years, and being duly sworn, declares on oath in
open court, that he will support the € ynstitution of
the United States, and doth absolutely and entirely
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to
every foreign prince, potentate,
whatever, and particularly that of Gre
and Ireland, whereof he was born a subject; and

the court being catisfied that he has fully vm:‘lpllini
! of the laws of the United

State or sovereiguty
at Britain
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of naturalization, and that he

¢ ; ard five

sided within the United States u[.oward ot'd +
e { within the State of [llinois upward 0
% ding this application, and that

during the whole of the E’{)I:I:e?]f ?:S:eil;:i:mc?[lzgz:l
United States he has .;u li‘]m the principles of the
moral Ch.::mcg?'thﬂ.t:[l]tuliicd States and is well dis-
gsi;ligt';m? good order and happiness of the g
Itis. therefore, ordered and adjudged:that the
<aid James Shields be admitted a_citizen of the
i_Tﬂi[t‘tl States, and he is hereby admitted as such.
James Shields, as stated in his declaration,
was born in Ireland about the year 1810.
He emicrated to this country in 1827, set-
tling ianlliuois three years later. Ie was
sent to the Legislature from Randolph Coun-
ty some seven years after settling in the
éta.te, and before he had become a natural-
ized citizen. He was appointed Auditor by
Carlin, and, in 1843, elected a Su-
preme Judge. He presided over the Circuit
Court of this county from the March term,
1844, to and including the March term, 1845,
being altogether three terms. Under Presi-
dent Polk, he was Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office at Washington. He en-
tered the Mexican war, and was commis.
sioned a Brigadier General. At the battle
of Cerro Gordo, he was ‘severely wounded,
and was reported dead, but recovered in time
to take a conspicuous part in the capture of
the City of Mexico. Such was his gallantry
and soldierly conduet in this campaign that
the State of South Carolina voted him a
handsome and costly sword.

States on the subject

years.
one year next prece

Gov.

In 1849, upon
his return home, he was elected to the United
States Senate, but, as he had not been nine
years a naturalized citizen (having been nat-
uralized in October, 1840), which was re-
quired by the constitution to render him eli-

gible to the position, his seat was declared

vacant. At a called session of the Legislat-

ure, convened as soon as Shields became eli-

gible, he was again elocted to the United

|

States Senate, and serveq unti]
tion of his term. Subsequeutly,
his residence in Minnesota, ang in 1857
elected from that State as Uniteq States Seas
ator, serving two years. In the late way bn‘
v V.
tween the States, he was a Major Geenerg] j,
the Union armies, and did good servigg for
the Government. At the close of the war he
removed to Missouri, and was elected by the
Legislature of that State to the United Stateg
Senate to fill an unexpired term of a fay
months. He died soon after the expiration
of this latter term, having been a United
States Senator from three different States.
The Court Record in 1841 shows the name
of F. Foreman as an attorney, and from that
time until 1846 he seems to have attended
.our courts regularly, and had a good practice.
In 1843, the name of W. H. Underwood ap-
"pears upon the record as an attorney, and for
a number of terms thereafter. In 1846,
Bissell was preseni as State’'s Attorney; also
a Mr. Hite and Lee were present as attor-
Wilcox likewise appeared as attorney
in several cases. In 184S, Mr. Pearson’s
name appears, and Philip Fouke as State’s
Attorney. At this term also appeared Al
Gallagher and Elam Rusk as attorneys.

Among the attorneys attending our courts
from 1835 to 1842 were several who 8ff":“r'
ward became Judges of the court, to Wit:
Shields, Semple and Underwood. We have
already given a brief sketch of Shields, and
will now devote a brief space tothe two oth-
ers mentioned.

Hon. James Semple was born in Kentucky:
but emigrated to Illinois in an early day:
In politics he was a Democrat, and was much
in public life. In 1833, he was elected At
torney General of the State. He was in the

Legislature for six years, four of which he
was Speaker of the House, and in the mean-

the expi,
he tog &

neys.

time the internal improvement measure was



: 2. well-nigh bankrupted the State.
" he Was appointed Charge d’Affaires
Granada; in 1842, was elected one of
of the Supreme Court; in 1843,
“appointed, by Gov. Ford, United
aator, to fill the unexpired term of
rcRoberts, deceased. The appoint-
confirmed by the Legislature, and
ntil 1847. Judge Semple wrote
, history of Mexico, which, how-
never been published.
rilliam H. Underwood, who held
2 the May term, 1849, to the Oc-
50, was born February 1, 1818,
yurt House, N. Y., and in his
e foundation to his future
)d common-school educa-
lis studies in the Schohar-

n the two institutions,
good practical educa-
his native place, and,

, where he resided
sre he was attended

elected to the Low-
ure. In 1848, he

o held fo the end of
ected to the State

wa
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portant, cas;_
years ago, after 5 useful 31:('1

Court records as cony
He died g few
industrious life

nsel in im

.

Gustavus

triet froml‘;mK . 4 e
gust, 1845,
was born in Frankfort,

20, 1809 His father was a well-.kn
publisher and book-seller, and for mi:?

R

e e
at college in his nati TReogeton wag Hegonyed
g ative town, ind his studies
(.:ompleted at Munich and Heidelberg, where
in 1832, he gradumated, and obtained the dej
gree of LL. D. In the same year, he passed
examination, and was admitted to the bar of
Frankfort. In 1833, he emigrated to the
United States, and proceeded at once to the
West, and settled in Belleville, I1l. He im-
mediately commenced the study of American
law, and, after attending one term of the
Law School at Lexington, Ky., then the most
noted west of the Alleghenies, he was admit-
ted to the bar of Illinois in 1835. He af
once entered upon the active practice of his
profession, and in 1845 was elected by the
Legislature one of the Judges of the _3"-
preme Court. In 1852, he was elected Lieu-
Governor of Illinois on the Democrat-

Judge of thig dis.
to June, 1848 Ho
Germany, Novembey

tenant
ic ticket. On accouot of the slavery ques
tion, he, in 1854, became what was then

kpnown as an Anti-Nebraska Democrat. and 1n

1856 joined the Republican party: During
the war of the rebellion, he recruited and or-

ganized the Forty-third
but was prevented from g ¢
it by President Lincoln appoﬁmtmg -
the staff of Gen. Fremont, With the munm
Colonel. He gerved in that position

as attached
' retirement, when he wa
= gy Gen. Halleck. In March,

continued ill health, he re-

he following June was 4p-
egident Minister to Spait,

Illinois Volunteers,

taking command of
him to

1862, owing to
gigned, and in t
pointed by the Pr
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142 ——— Z ;, 1865. | was buried in Marshal], p;
B ; Ja[]llar_'h » 118 :
o position he resigned in | March 16, 1879, Uliyg,

= s at Large in =y . .
:‘!’1“‘1“ opess O‘ne ": tt?:kil,ez;oc;qin ]871gwas ' long, blam?less and usefil lﬁtl::: Va ,
ol awly created Railroad ; left more sincere friends t, moyry L'.""N
S ook Wli'?h‘ he presided until |  Charles Emersop was the Dinth deaty,
Commi“ﬁi”"’_ iy January, 1873. He was | held our courtg from the April tﬂ'm,%, Aug
i r“ﬁi:r;m'wnfl:;lﬂ'£HT2, as a candidate for | the April term, 1562, Charleg mﬁh
nominated, 10 . 30

- by the Democratic party, and fﬂso ; was the tenth Judge, and held tromc;“
Governor )] Republican party, but failed | term, 1863, to the October term, 1863,
by the L,heli‘f* When not engaged in offi- | came H. B, Decius, from special o
U-f # ‘-.I.TMI}: s practiced his profession vig- | uary, 1866, to April term, 1873 J‘Hu:‘
cml:lrmu.ﬂ‘};l” hi.qr:dh” devoted much time to | Allen followed Decins from the fall e,
“-rmhfy-. “uit‘s- and contributed freely to | 1873, to Mareh term, 1878, ang after i
Jm«-r;u'-_s _};:r:m{ ,pt.rimliczlls. He is the au- | James H Halley helq several teppg
i;::,“l";:-l"“ volume eutitled * From Spain,” ~courts. At present, William ¢ Jones,
composed of letters on various subjects, a'nd . Thomas Casey ang Chauncy §, Conger g,
essuys on art, ete. His produections testify = the Judges in this distriet.
to his excellence as a writer, scholar and | Qf the early lawyers attending our courts

thinker | was Ferris Foreman, who located at Vands.
Justin Harlan, of Clark, was the eighth f lia in the spring of 1836, Hemadmﬂ
Judge who presided over the courts of our | to the bar by the Supreme Court of New York
county. He came to Illinois in 1825, and lo- | in 1835. He was elected to the Illinois State
cated in Darwin and commenced the practice | Senate in 1843, In May, 1846, he recruited
of law. Hewas at once recognized as one of a company in Fayette County for the Mexican
the ablest lawyors in not only his own county, | war. and, upon the organization of the troops,
but his repatation soop extended throughullt was elected Colonel of the Third Begimd"
the State, He filled the office of Circnit | Ilinois Volunteers. He participated in the
Julge for over twent}— years, and whep his l' giege of Vera Cruz, and was in the battle of
amh”m“ll-'ll?;:{l:(:’h;:l:.;l:i Iu:;tlﬂl.[’rehideut, he . Cerro Gurdf:'. and at the end of onavfw' ;*
the Cherokoeas i:I thv-'lnd;iJ I’}‘l lut-l Agent . 2. | beem Of ertiivbomonit, i I‘Btllme((l - he re-
Position he gl1.q fnithf(tl]??. u;r:t.u_;ry. wh-xch - practicing la\jr l‘.,he.re unti! ‘134«’, mb“
the fmdinder of Mr. I : d'n '“e“ dllrlug ks g California. ~While - -
Incoln’s 1ife He ro. | various offices: was Postmaster ofs“-'
returneg s i b "% | to under the sdministoution ¥ n':
‘ ¢ W his home 10 | Pierce; also acted as -‘."Miel'etﬂl‘!"fs‘;'b "
n, and living ™ a D.nmoor S ‘publie. | der John B, Wetter. Governor of.c'm;
: » Was | He was Colonel of the Fourth C‘;"?"
8 ¥ which | unteers for a period of twenty x -
Hu diml.-, il:l r;\'gllllar i e - In 1863, he rl::mo‘i to Vaodalis, d’

oid frien

Signad nmedigta

= 187 at the ttawa, Ky.. elected State's Attorney of Fayette M _
h"‘n‘"‘f. Mre . Tesidenee of hLis | Daniel Gregory, also an early F‘w A
W calleg ) Wright where he hag | »a New York, aod
¥ th t(nnghht p 5 * bad [ at our bar. was a native of Pt SR

I's |Can. He

was born January 12, 1809. He e

B St e T TR GOl SR v




n:;—; 1833, and located in Shelbyville,
~ where he continued to reside until 1846,
~ when he was appointed Receiver of the Land
 Office t Vandalia, and removed to that place.
‘He was elected County Judgo of Fayette
mtyin 1849; in 1852, was again appoint-
;—'.;;u;;;ﬁggeiver of the Land Office, and in 1856
was elected to the Legislature. He was an
able lawyer, and, by strict attention to busi-
~ pess, he accumulated a handsome fortune,
and finally was forced to abandon his profes-
- gion and devote his time and attention to the
f'm&?ﬁqgement of his estate. Many of our old
 citizens well remember Judge Gregory and
his genial accomplishments. He died a few
 years ago, greatly regretted.
- Orlando P. Ficklin, another early attend-
- ant and practitioner at the Effingham bar,
n in Kentucky December 16, 1808.
ucation was obtained in a number of
institutions in Kentucky and Mis-
In 1828, he commenced the study of

He located at Mt. Carmel, Ill.,
n the practice of his profession,
encouraging success. In 1834,
to the Legislature. In 1834-
chosen by the Legislature as
Attorney for the Wabash Distriet,
8 he filled until in 1837, when he
 Charleston, in Coles County, and
ice resided there. In 1843, he
to Congress, and re-elected in
nin 1846. He then returned
of his profession, but was
Congress in 1850. He was
e Democratic Convention that
James Buchanan for President in
‘member of the Democratic Con-
860, at Charleston. He belongs
school of Democrats, and is an
and statesman.
e now to the resident lawyers of
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our county. The first lawye
l.mre was Kendall H. B
1in Tennesseo

r that located
uford, who was born

about ‘ ‘
the year 1820, where he

receiy ;
ed a common-school and aca lemic ody.

:atlon. Ho had a smattering of Latin; haq
laught school in Tennessee; had also read

aw there, and was admitted to the bar. He
came to Illinois in 1848, and taught a term
or two of school, and in 1849 located in Ew.
ington and commenced the practice of his
profession. He was a man of considerable
Pretensions naturally, somewhat superficial
in his knowledge of the law, and made many
mistakes. He continued in the practice of
his profession here until in 1853, when he
moved to Missouri and took up the practice of
medicine, as he had studied the healing art
before leaving Ewington. He could make a
pretty good speech if he took sufficient time
to prepare it and commit it to memory.

Eli Philbrook was the second lawyer who
located in our county. He was born in Lick-
ing County, Ohio, where he received a good
common-school education. At the age of
nineteen, he commenced the study of law,
and was admitted to practice by the Supreme
Court of Ohio. He came to Illinois and lo-
cated in Ewington in 1850, where he at once
entered upon the practice of his chosen pro-
fossion. He was a good lawyer; but not a
fluent speaker. He built up a large practice,
and had the full confidence of the people.
He died in Ewington in 1854, at the early
age of twenty-eight years, of co.nsumptwn.
He was a member of the Masonie and Od‘d
Tellow societies, and was followed to his
grave by a large procession of .these orders,
as woll as a large number of friends.

The third resident lawyer was Ja_mes SI:E;
dow, who located ab Freemanton 1n 1!'d -
He continued there antil 1854, engaged 11

teaching and practicing law, and thein re;i
moved into Cumberland County, where a
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im is lost. He was a mere petti-
;Zagfgeezfar?d never entered fully into the praec-
tlc,(;o‘;lfnliv;‘dnrson was the fourth addi.tion to
the Effingham bar. He settled ah.EWIngton,
but never did much in the practice crf law,
and, about the year 1852 or 1853, emigrated
to Kansas. He became County J'lege the.x.-e
but farther than that we know nothing of his
guccess. j

The fifth and next lawyer locating in our
county was H. D. Caldwell, who came to
Ewington in 1852. He was followed soon
after by William J. Stevenson, and, in the
spring of 1853, William B. Cooper located in
Ewington. Mr. Caldwell was born in Vir-
ginia, and came to Illinois with his parents,
who located in Coles County. He com-
menced the study of law in 1852, and attend-
ed the Law University at Bloomington, Ind.,
from which he graduated, and, in 1854, be-
gan practice at Ewington. He is at present
a citizen of Effingham, but not in active prac-

tice. Mr. Cooper is a native of Massachu-
setts, and a descendant of the Pilgrim Fa-

B. F. Kagay read law with E}; p

L
and William Campbell, ang Walg rl;g‘illirook
admitted to the bar in August, 1854 frly

S. F. Gilmore studied law gt
Ind., and graduated from the
ment of Asbury University in 1860,

H. B. Kepley commenced Teading 1, i
1859, and was admitted to the bar by the B
preme Court at March term, 1860,

J. N. Gwin studied law, and graduateq
with honors, and has since Practiced hig pr,.
fession in Effingham,

A. W. Le Crone studied law with W. p
Cooper, of Effingham, and wag admitted to
practice in the year 1860,

thers. He came to Illinojs and taught school
and read law untijl 1853, when he was admit- |
ted to the bar. He went to Salem, Towa, ’
and from thence came to Ewington and com. !
menced the practice of law as a partner of
W. J. Stevenson, who shortly after removed
to Clay County. There 18 but one lawyer |
now living who was a member of the bar at
the time My, Cooper came to the county.

This brings the
sion down to the present members of the :
county bar. As personal sketches of them |
appear in the biographical dep
this work, we omit an extended mention of
them in this chapter, merely giving a kind I|
of directory of the present practitioners in |

the order in which they were admitted to the ‘
bar. They aro as follows:

artment of

history of the legal profes- J ber, of St. Louis,

in the year 1874,

and was admittedq to the bay
Court at Springfielq in 1874,

Benson Wood entered the Chicago Law
School in the summer of 1863, from which
he graduated in 1864.

W. H. Barlow entered the Law Department
of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor,
from which he graduated in March, 1868.

Virgil Wood studied law with his brother,
Benson Wood, and wasg admitted to the bar
in the fall of 1868.

William H. Gillmore read law with Bond
& West, of Chicago, and graduated from the
Law College thers in the spring of 1868. .

Ada H Kepley read law wi th her husband,

H. B. Kepley, anq graduated from the Chi-
¢ago Law School in 1870,

E. N. Rinechart studied law with Cooper

& Kagay, and was admitteq fo practice at the
bar in 1871.

Owen Scott read

W. 8. Holmes, of Altamont, reaq law at

—




W
!
v
L —
\. s '-‘mﬂl‘mﬁh: and was admitted to the bar at
\‘\‘  Ottawa, IlL, in 1877.

K\ ‘William E. Bucknor read law with H. B.
\\;wm-, and after with Cooper & Gilmore,
! .':.:* ‘
l\ :

——————

“and was admitted to the bar in 1881.
; _3 M. Loy read law with E. N. Rinehart,
and graduated from the Northern Indiana

————
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Normal School, at Valparaiso, in June 1881

W. B. Wright studied and grmluut,n:l fnml;
the Law Daopartment of the Northern Indian,
Normal School in June, 1889 i

>

e ,?nhnsuu, of Alf.n.muut., road law anid
was admitted to the bar by the Supreme
Court at Springfield in June, 1882,

i
i\ PHAPTER X1
';“‘l, mm_TOWHSHIP—-ITS BOUNDARIES AND TOPOGRAPHY—EARLY SETTLEMENT—AMERICAN
‘3 ~ AND GERMAN PIONEERS—THE BULL FLATTERS—PROGRESS AND ADVANCEMENT-—
‘k PIONEER INCIDENTS—CHURCH AND SCHOOL HISTORY—THE RAILROAD
;\}- AND THE BIRTH OF EFFINGHAM, ETC., ETC.
i

| das Bild der alten Tage
eure Triiume glinzend wehn !
eich einer stillen, frommen Sage
_es euch vor der Seele stehn.

ann winkt! Zieht hin in Frieder

hiitz' euch, Mann und Weib und Greis!
e eurer Brust beschieden,

. Feldern Reis und Mais!"”
DICKENS once said that the
American would hesitate about
unless assured that he could
_since, and even before the
men to “go West” was pro-
sagacious editor of the New
phrase “ going West” has
» to stir the blood of the en-
dventurous. The mania for
1 in the discovery of
, and since that day we
spread-eagle orators that
ar of empire takes its way.”
oast, even from Plymouth
moved Westward with
They crossed the Alle-
their woestern slope,
oy of the Mississippi.
re. They poured a
¢ continent, until the

advance-guard —the frontier skirmish line of
American civilization rests upon the distant
shores of the Pacific. In vain the Indian
tried to stem the torrent, but way awept away
like chaff before the wind. The settler’s ax
echoed through the forests as groups of thres
or four came, locating here and there, and
soon an endless line of pioneers moved into
these valloys, and wettled on the margin of
these prairies. Emigrant wagons found their
way here with household goods. Then mills
were built; the merchant brought on his
goods; schools were established and ch urches
organized, thus proclaiming the wonderful
energies of our people.

But there is a page which should come be-
fore this history, and, like the prologue to a
drama, be recited first—a page which records
the Indisn occupation of the land and his
resistence to the whites. All this, however,
may be found in preceding chapters of this
work, and hence is recited first. The Indian
—the burly warrior and the dusky maid—are
long since gone, but their footprints are 'left
in many portions of the county. Ruins,
purying-grounds and mounds tell the story of
another race—the red sons of the forest.
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