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S. Brown, 1869 to 1875; David Richardson, 1875 to 1879, and

Alexander L. Barnett since 1878, :
(uroners.—Henry A. Hall, 1839 to 1844 ; John M. Richter,

1844 to 1852; B. I, Hall, 1852 to 1858; Josiah McFarlanft»
1858 to 1860 ; William Hull, 1860 to 1562 J. M. Green, IS(i'_’I
to 1864 ; John G. Morlan, 1864 to 1868 ; W. W. Hickman, 1868
to 1870; P.T. Sweeny, 1870; William IHeffernan, 1871 to 1874;
Ezeiicl Thomas, 1874 to 1876; Darius Hall, 15876 to 1880, and
Lafayette Ily, since 1880.

State's Attorneys.—David B. Campbell, 1839 to 1849 ; Seth
Post, Charles Emerson, W. H. Lamont, to 1858 ; A. Hogg, to
1860 ; W. H. Young, 1860 to 1862; Henry S. Green, 1862 to
1866 : Thomas F. Tipton, R. M. Benjamin, to 1868; J. H.
Rowell, 1868 to 1872; S. K. Carter, 1872 to 1876; W. R.
Kelly, 1876 to 1879 Ldgar S. Vanmeter to fill vacaney, 1879
to 1880, and W. II. Booth since 1880.

Masters in Chancery.—John J. McGraw, 1839 to 1865 ; Michael

’

Donahue, 1865 to 1872, and G. B. Graham since 1872
i

CHAPTER X.

THE BENCH AND BAR.

kHE lawyer in all civilized nations has oc-
cupicd a position of prominence and distine-
tion. The legal profession is the one in
which men of the keenest mind and most
ageressive intelleet have naturally found a
place. It will be found that this important
and influentinl class of men has not been
deficient in patriotism and love of liberty.
Ispecially under the influence of the com-
uon law of England, the principles of which spring from the
great body of the people, the profession of law has produced
men who have been foremost in advocating the liberties of the
masses, and in maintaining popular rights against the encroach-
nients and aggressions of tyranny. The liberty-breathing spirit
of the old common law nurtured in no small degree the sturdy
notions of independence which have ever characterized the Eng-
lish race, while the sacred right of trial by jury, and the writ of
Habeas Corpus have always been regarded as the strongest bul-
warks of popular freedom. To this heritage, hequeathed by our
Euglish ancestors, the American lawyer has been faith ul. His
voice was the first to lift itself in opposition to encroachments
on the rights of the inhabitants of the thirteen colonies. It was
a lawyer who formulated the principles of the Declaration of
Independence, and in the subsequent history of our country, the
great part of the legal profession has been com pused of men who
tor intell.igence and patriotism have stood in the foremost rank.
Ie Illm?is, among the early pioneers, were men of mark in
the profession, of high personal character and broad attainments
who instead of coufining themselves to the old centres of wealth
and population, where it wight be thought their labor would
reap the richest rewards, and their talents secure the highest
?mulumenm, pushed to the frontier with the first waye of aldvanc-
ing population. Their services were of inestimable value in
placing on a i.:rond.uud firm basis, the foundations of the common-
wealth, Their voice has since been potent in directing public

| their first triumphs at the bar of Illinois, and there
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opinion, and shaping the broad and liberal policy wit, %

general the state has treated public questions, hic in
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more than national ; Stephen A. Douglas and Abrg| Watig,
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THE BENCH.

Some of the brightest array of talent in the state have preg;
at the courts in De Witt county since its organization i, ;tl(rrl
When first organized it formed part of the eighth ¢ir u:).
which comprised the following counties: Tazewel], Uvin‘-rq?h”.
McLean, Piatt, Champaign, Vermillion, Edgar, Coles 1. e,
Christian, Macon, Sangamon, Logan, and De Wi,

Stepney T. LocaN was commissioned Circuit Juyq
29th, 1839. His rapidly increasing, and extensive Practice o
that time, however, induced him to resign, and Samye] | Treas

8, Moultsi,

g¢ Fuhrumy

succeeded him, May 27th, 1359, and was again electeq and rg
commissioned January 30th, 1840 and continued to preside ]

the adoplion of the new constitution in 1848. His slecessor
being David Davis, who received his commission December 4y,
1848 ; recommissioned June 25th, 1855, and was again s:lw_-u-[E
July 1st, 1861, and was then appointed by President Lincoly
of the judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, i,
was followed by John M. Scott, December 2d, 1862 who g
re-elected June 27th, 1867, and presided until 1870. Thomas
F. Tipton was elected Judge, August 18th, 1870, and held the
position until 1873. *“ Under the constitution of 1870, the General
Assembly, by act of March 28th, 1873 divided the state into
twenty-six judicial ecireuits, (De Witt county forming part of the
seventeenth), in each of which one judge of -the circuit court
was elected for the term of six years. Lyman Lacy, of Havana,
was elected circuit judge June 10th, 1873. In 1877, the legis
lature passed a law establishing an appellate court, and provid-
ing for the election of three judges for each circuit. The judges
thus elected, officiating in this county, were respectively Lyman
Lacy, C. Eppler, and A. G. Burr—who fill that position at the
present time. O. L. Davis officiated as judge pro fem. in 186,
and C. Emmerson in 1864. A brief sketch of the befure-mer
tioned representatives of the bench we append as follows:
SrepueN T. LocaN possessed a brilliant intellect, and won 10f
himself a high reputation, both in law and polities. His careet
as circuit judge commenced in 1835, when he was elected _Fud;;ﬂ
of the first judicial district. He was subsequently elected Jut
of the eighth circuit, which position he resigned as ahove st:tl".d'
in 1839, His death occurred a few months ago, at his howe
Springfield. He was one of the ablest lawyers that Illinot g
produeed. ot
Samuen H. TrReat, a distinguished jurist, and an or‘mm‘lr'
man, possessing great legal talent, and exercising strict Illi["'][q
tiality in his official duties, presided for a time over the (.luu[‘;
of De Witt county. He is now one of the United States (Ir”i[“.
Judges, located at Springfield. Aund by his erudition, ﬂ[l.l] purit
of character, has won fur himself a proud and enviable .t.“"ie[‘,r'.
Davip Davis, of Bloomington (now United States bt‘”{t "
The career of judge Davis is familiar to all, and httl"fﬁ“ fian
himself and lLis state and therefore will receive but bric! men!
here.  Tw all public trusts, as Judge of Circuit, as one fro
of the Supreme Court of the United States, as U. 5 mmll..iwue
Ilinois, he has proved himself worthy and eflicient. He lt
of the few men who are able to rise equal to all cuergelt
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one of the strongest clements which has contributed to his
is his sterling integrity, and purity of character.

Joux M. Scorr—one of the Supreme judges of Illinois. was

i S, was

fame

born in St. Clair county, near Belleville, August 1-t, 1823. e |

is of Scoteh-Irish extraction. His immediate ancestry, however
=1y

were born in Virginia ; prior to the organization of the state his |
parents emigrated to Illinois. His rudimentary education was |

acquired in the common schools, and subsequently under private
tuition he acquired a knowledge of Latin, and great proficiency
in the higher branches of mathematics; he taught school for a
short period, and then began the study of law in the office of
Kinney & Bissell. After his admission to the bar in 1848, he
removed to McLean county, and began active practice. In
politics, in his early boyhood, he was an ardent Whig, and on
the formation of the Republican party, he became an active
member of the new organization, and has since adhered to its
principles. Upon the appointment of Judge David Davis to the
Supreme Court of the United States, in 1862, he became a can-
didate, and was elected judge of the circuit, and presided until
1870. When on the adoption of the new constitution, he became
a candidate, and was elected one of the judges of the Sapreme
Court of the state. IFor several years he presided as Chief Justice.
He is the first native who has been honored with the distinction
of a seat on the Supreme bench of Il'inois. He is a sound and
able jurist, and has shed additional lustre upon the jurisprudence
of his native state.

Tromas F. Tripron—was born in Ohio, of English parentage,
inthe year 1833. His father, who was a farmer, moved to McLean
county in 1844, and died within a year,
of his father, and the necessity of his aiding in the maintenance
of the family, therefore the educational facilities of Judge Tipton
in his boyhood, were limited to the common schools, and a short
period at an academy at Knoxville. While at Knoxville, he
read law,—was admitted to the bar, and in 1854 began practice
at Lexington, Illinois; and in January, 1862, removed to Bloom-
ington, and in che summer of 1870, was elected Circuit Judge of
the district. iu which De Witt county forws a part. As a circuit
judge he became noted for the rapid dispatch of business, and
the soundness of his rulings.

Lymax Lacy was a native of Tompkins County, New York,
in 1836 ; he then a mere child removed with his parents to Michi-
gan, and the next year they settled in Fulton County, Illinois.
His elementary education was acquired in the common schools.
He subsequently became a student at Illinois College, Jackson-
ville, graduating therefrom in 1855. The same year began the
study of Law, in the office of Hon T. W. Ross, of Lewiston,
Il‘linuis, and the next year was admitted to the bar, and imme-
diately thereafter locatéd in the practice of his profession at
Havana, Mason County. In politics he is a Demoerat, and in
1862 was elected a member of the legislature, representing the

| Counties of Muson and Menard, In June, 1873, he was elected
¥ 'I“_dge of the seventeenth circuit. As a jurist he has won golden
3 Opinions, his decisions are elear, furcible, and concise, and exhibit
; & thorough and sound knowledge of the law.

bWa have been unable to obtain data bearing on the history of
the other aple jurists who hold court in this county. Judge

Cyrug Eppler, of Jacksonville, and Judge A. G. Burr, of Cur-
A l'_o]l:.on, however, are regarded by their contemporaries as men
- Vell learned in the lay.
' ‘ ng Altorneys :  David B. Campbell from 1839 to 1849
Post, C. Emmerson, Ward" H. Lamont, 1858; W. H.
1860 ; H. Hogg, H. 8. Green, 1864 to 1867, resigned and

Owing to the death !

term completed by Thos. I". Tipton, R. M. Benjamin, J. H.
Rowell, 1868 to 1872 ; S. IX. Carter, 15872 to 1576; W. R Kelly,
1876 to 1879 ; Edgar Van Meter, 1879, to complete term : W.
H. Booth, 1880, and is now the prosecuting attorney for the
county.

County and Probate Courts.—The Court having jurisdiction of
probate matters and wills, was originally known as the Probate
Court, and presided over by a justice of the peace under the con-
stitution of 1848 ; this was superseded by the County Court, over
which presides a County Judge, having a clerk and seal, and

[ being a court of record. The following County Judges have Leld

|
J
|
|
|
|

office in De Witt County : Daniel Rolbins, 1849 to 1857 ; W.
H. Lafferty, to 1861; A. A. Eals, to 1865 ; Samucl Giraham, to
1869 ; Jonathan B Hall, to 1873 ; Robert Walker, to 18775 J.
J. McGraw, to 1881, Judg: McGraw resiened in the carly part
of the present year, and was succeeded by G. IX. Ingham, (ap-
pointed by the Governor), who is the present incumbent,

FORMER RESIDENT LAWYLRS.

E. H. ParmER, was born in Madison County, Ohio, attended
the common schools there, afterwards the Granville College,
finally graduating at Wittenberg College, Ohio. Mr. Dalmer
being desirous of making money to effcct a good start in the
world went south, where higher salaries were paid for serviees in
those days than in the north. He undertook the charge of a
Coll-ge in the State of Missis-ippi; in the meantime he studied
the languages, also read law, and was admitted to the bar in
Mississippi. Judge L. Weldon being an old schoolmate, induced
him to come to Illinois. He settled in Springfield in 1855, and
commenced the practice of his profession. He removed to C in-
ton in 1856. The first night of Lis arrival in Clinton, at the
hotel he met Abraham Lincoln, Leonard Swett, David Davis
and others. The host being pressed for room, suggested to his
guests the necessity of making each bed hold two persons. Mr.
Lincoln arose to his full height, and looking ealmly down at Mr.
Palmer said, T will take the young stranger under my wing ; from
that time the two were always staunch friends, and Mr. Palmer
was always fond of telling the story of his introduction to Lin-
coln, Mr. Palmer was a well-cducated man, a good linguist,
and a man of experience and ability.

Among his professional brethren he was known as a skillful
and cautiouns lawyer, and the carefulness and promptness with
which he devoted his attention to lezal business entrusted to
him, secured him a large and remunerative practice. He died
on the 20th of March, 1879. ITis eldest son, I'rank, has receutly
been admitted to the bar,

Hexry S. GREEN, also an excellent lawyer, is now a resident
of Springficld, Tllinois; T. Weldon, of Bloomington; Samuel
Ashton ; 8. 1% Lewis, still a resident here, but not in practice ;
E. O. Iill, J. B. McK nley, H. C. Wisner W. L. Chambers, J.
Ogule, Jos. Kelly, W. R. Kelly, Mr. Ferguson, J. . Blackford,
A. Hayne, Reinhart, Bayliss and J. W. 17¢ll, also practiced the
profession of law in De Witt county.

PRESENT MEMBERS OF TIIE BAR.

C. H. Moorg, the oldest vesident practitioner at the De Witt
county bar, was bora in Ohio.  Leaviog that state, he located in
Pekin, Illinois, removing here, in 1841, Ile had obtained a fair
education in the Painesville Academy and Western Reserve
Teachers' Semir ary, whose sessions were held in the old Mormon
Temple, at Kirtland. His early manhood was passed in the
schoo! room, as teacher and pupil—teaching to enable him to
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defray his expenses as pupil. In Pekin ha cntercd. the law office | to De Witt coun.ty - at.tend.eEl the schrml% here un;) the 1, ; :

of Bailey & Wilmot, and in July, 1841, was admitted to prac- | out of the rebellion. He joined tl‘le Uul.(m forces, aad ai;: ing

tice, having passed an examination in Springﬁ.eld. A'ugust return from the war‘cntered the State Normal Univerg, '?' by §

found him penniless, but full of energy and hope, in the village squent]y' read law with H. S. Green.' and became g N Tisg,
the bar in 1870, and the year following commencag Sy of

m was to become as indepen-

usand | Clinton; was elected states attorney for fuur Yearr:rar:ticqi §

of Clinton. His proudest drea
3, ang ﬁtn
g

dent in life as an uncle, worth perhaps ten or fifteen tho
To work he went, and abundance has crowned | attorney for three years.

His energy knows no flagging ; P. T. SweENEY, a native of Ireland, landed i, New v
his keen | 1848, in which state he received his education : Bhings I‘ilrk in
’ 0

dollars.
his arduous labors with success.
his zeal on behalf of his clients has no abatement ;

foresight into future values, and firm faith in the destiny of Illi- in 1856, fmd the following year commenced readi,, o llnf.ia
nois, has been rewarded. As a lawyer, he is painstaking. judi- | Judge Richmond of Lacon. Mr. Sweeney gave hig :.Serv'v Wit}
cious and skillful. He is recognized wherever known as being | the Union in the late war, after which he came 1, ‘_";&a o
well-read in the law, of pleasing address and urbane manners. | where his professional studies were continued wig, J:hlnbm,
He has hosts of friends. Blackford, a former resident lawyer of this county; }, V:‘ag 1:;.

ad.

mitted to the bar in 1871, and commenced the Practice ip
nership with his preceptor. Tar.
G. K. IncHAM came to De Witt county from Ohio, in 1853
obtained his early education at the schools here, after Whic}’l?d
two years he attended the Wesleyan University, Blo‘omingmc:

WiLLiam FULLER is a native of Pennsylvania; he came to
De Witt county in 1848, engaged in teaching. and while prose-
—cuting this work read Blackstone, Chitty's Pleadings, and pon-
dered over the Illinois Form Book, and the General Statutes of

the State, and acquired a somewhat lucrative practice in justices
courts long before his admission to the bar —in fact, a larger one | subsequently the University at Ann Arbor, Michigan Where |,
? &

than that of any attorney in the county. When he applied for | graduated in the law department, in 1875. He first begy, tl
admission to the bar in 1867, the first question asked him was | practice of law in Kenney, this county, where he remainZd uu:;
with whom he had studied law. The reply was prompt: “ With | 1879; during that. time he was elected to the legislature fy one ;
William' Fuller, sir.” A close examination proved his fitness, | term. Since 1879 he has resided in Clinton, and during g, !
and he was admitted. He has acquired an extensive criminal | present year was appointed county judge, to fill the resignation i
practice, and enjoys the reputation of having always cleared his | of Judge McGraw. t
man. No client of his hassuffered death by hangiag, nor been im- F. M. BurrouGHs has becu but a short time in practice, eny.
prisoned, although he has defended several charged with murder. | mencing in partnership with R. A. Lemon. He is a native of
As a speaker he is earnest and effective ; his power is not that of | the state of New York, but received his education at Illinois Iy
persuasive speech, but of a thorough understanding and judicious | dustrial University, Champaign; came ‘o Clinton in 1873, and "
application of the law. began the study of law with R. A. Lemon, with whom he sub- l
Groree B. Gramam is an Ohioan by birth; ceme to Illinois | sequently entered into partnership.
with his parents in 1852; obtained a fair common-school educa- G. W. Herrick, of Farmer City, attended the academies of
tion; commenced the study of law with E H. Palmer in 1865; | his native state, (Indiana) also the University at Ann Arbor,
was admitted to the bar in 1867. In 1868 he formed a co- | Michigan, where he graduated in the law department of that in-
pul:tnership with William Fuller, with whom he has since re- | stitation. He took an active part in the late war, and did valiant
ma&ned; was appointed master in chancery in June, 1874, a | service for the cause of the Union, and was promoted captain.
position which he has 'continually held since. In 1881 he was | He began the practice of law in Farmer City in 1370, and bas
eleet:.ed Mayor of: the City of Clinton, on the anti-license ticket. | held the office of city attorney for .the last three terms. Mr.
Hells characterzied by ETeat earnestness of manner, close appli- | Herrick has a large and increasing practice, and possesses an
::ti;(:nt ]:: Eiusligess;:i :::::iss 1thls advocacy u_f what }lle deems | excellent knowledge of his profession.
ey Tfm[:)erauce Poss::serg?g gl:Ollluds 1111 _behmf of .*.he R. A. Lemo~ wasborn in Sangamon county, I}l.. in 1'843, but
order, he endears him.self to‘all friendmcm RIS & el r?mo‘ved L, ey, aod r-e-:o'\'e(' whis, i
M[:::HAEL e i 8. s tion in the sehnuls there; r &d law in 1367 with \"_- G. hﬁ"d“ui
e Dl gt 1o wilah ol B abiatoed e sduosts when a | afterwards with logersoll, Hurper & Cassel, at I Pus, 00
e B e G}t ined his education. He | 1870; during that year was admitted to the bar, and practice
3. S OOER reene, of Clinton, for three years, | in Farmer City until 1877 ; he then came to Clinton, and during

ged Sy a.du.Elt;ted 59 t..he _b” in 1863 he immediately began the | the present year entered into partnership with F. M. Burroughs.
pra.ctlce of hn? profession in partnership with J. .J, Kelly a former WiLrian MoxsoN is a native of Ohio, but came when VerJ
_ rein‘d.ent of Clinton, and afterwards with W. R Kelly. Mr. Dona- voung to De Witt county, and obtained'the rudiments of 40
3 hue in 1870 was elected states senator, and was re-elected in 1872. | education at Clinton, whicl,n was completed at the [llinois We

h“;ESPABMN, W‘%ENER' a native of De W“F county, acquired | leyan Unicersity, Bloomington. He read law with Fuller &
s first teachlngsm. the s.chools here, and continued his education | Graham, and was edmitted to the bar in 1875. He praci¢
“. the Lombard Un.wermty, Galesburg ; began reading law in the | alone until 1870, when he became a partner in the firi) of Fullers
Winter of 186_01' with Moore & Greene, of Clinton; joined the | Graham and Monson. Mr. Monson is a good lawyer 8% g
federnl army in the lute. war, in 1861, and after a service of five genial, pleasant gentleman.
:':n"::) :g#::::;téd'mﬂ.]??- OHB graduated in the law depart- Wrttiam H. Boorn, originally from Greene count
to the bar in 186 kg amb:mdga. Mass., and was admitted | He obtained the rudiments of an education at Waynesv!
} ¥e bar in 1667, a.n’d the following year commenced the prac- | county ; subsequently gained the highest elass honors the
tice, in partuership, with . I. Moore, of Clinton; he is a man | nois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, in 1873, in which P
bf gduut:an and culture, and an able advocate, he afterwards studied law ’with Rowill &’ Hamilton, subsequent!y
8 I Cawze, vhen a boy, came from Ohio, his native state, | with Orendorf & Creighton of Springfield ; was adaitied ©

v, Uhil‘v
.”t‘. this
[1li-
lace




par in the early part of 187(93,1 and began the
wgsion in the same year at Clinton, and was for a time ; :
:;rship with E. 8. Van Meter. He was elected startn; :;tol:z';;
or four years in November, 1830, and is the present incumbent.
C. M. WeLcH, of Farmer City, a native of Ohio, obtained his
education in the academies of that and the neighboring state of
Jpdiara; came first to Illincis in 1860 ; the next year returned
{o Indiana and commenced studying law with Judge John
Morris, of Fort Wayne, in 1861; soon afterwards joined the
Union troops in the late war, and at its close in 1865 came to
Farmer City, where he for a number of years followed the pro-
fession of teacher ; finally renewed the study of law with G. W.
Herrick ; qualified himself, and was admitted to the bar in 1879,
from which time he has continued to practice. In April, 1881,
he was elected Mayor of Farmer City for the usual term of two
years.
0.E. Harris, of Kinney, came from FHenry county, Kentucky,
at an early age, and received the first rudiments of an education
in the neighboring county of Logan; attended the State Normal
Unpiversity in 1868, and completed his education at Eureka Col-
lege; read law with Judge W. E. Dicks, of Logan county, and
was admitted to the bar in 1873 ; settled at Kinney in the early
part, of last year, where he continues the prac ice of his pro-
fession.
EpncAr 8. VAN METER, born in Hardy county, West Virginia,
and educated in the schools of that state, came to Illinois in
1870, and to De Witt county in 1875; began the study of law
with E H. Palmer, and was admitted to the bar in 1878. He
practices the profession in Clinton, and does an extensive busi-
pess in conuection with the railroad interests of the county.

practice of his pro-
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CHAPTER XL

THE PRESS.

BY D. MACKENZIE.

DE™ WitT Courier, DE WirT CoUNTY DEMOCRAT, THE VINDICATOR,
CENTRAL TRANSCRIPT, WEEKLY CENTRAL TRANSCRIPT, CLINTON
PusLic, DE WirT CounTy PUBLIC AND CENTRAL TRANSCRIPT, THE
CLINrON Uxsiox, THE CrLinTON TiMES, THE DE WITT REGISTER, THE
CLINTON REGISTER, THE FARMER CITY REPUBLICAN, THE ORTHORS-
POR, THE FARMER CiTY JOURNAL, THE FARMER CITY HERALD,
ToE FarMER CIry REPORTER, THE PUBLIC REAPER, THE REAL
EstaTe INDEX, THE TEMPERANCE VIDETTE, THE DE WITT COUNTY
GAZETTE, DE WiTT CouNTY MESSENGER, THE KENNEY REGISTER,
THE KeNsey RucorD, THE KENNEY GAZETTE.

JHE inventor of printing, Laurentius Coster,
was born in Haerlem, Holland, about the
year 1370. It was while rambling through
the forest, contiguous to his native town, that
he cut some letters on the bark of a bil.-ch
tree. Drowsy from the effort, and relaxamqn
of a holiday, he wrapped his handiwork in
 Whik : his handkerchief and lay down to sleep.

- "hile men gleep the world moves. Damped by the atmospheric
paper wrapped about his carvings had taken an

them, and Coster awoke to discover an inverted
he had carved upon the bark. The phenomenon

5.
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Was Sng.eative because it led to experiments that resulted in

establishing a printing office, the first of its kind, in the old

Dutch town of Haerlem. The date of the discovery was between

the years 1420 and 1426. In this office John Gutenberg served

a faithful and appreciative apprenticeship, Gutenberg was horn
near the close of the 14th century at Mentz, Germany. He is
f"-’fg&l‘dﬁ'd by some Gierman writers, as being the inventor of print-
ing, but the preponderance of evidence is in favor of Coster. He

however, was the first to employ moveable types in printing, th;
date of which was about the year 1438. After the death of Cos-
ter, he absconded, taking with him a considerable portinn of the
ty-pe and apparatus. He settled in Mentz where he won the
friendship and partoership of John Faust, a wealthy goldsmith
and of sufficient means and enterprise to set up the printing busi-
nessupon a secure financial basis. The date of the copartner-
BhlP was in the year 1450. It was dissolved several years later
owing to a misunderstanding. Gutenberg then formed a partner-
ship with a younger brother who had set up an office in Stras-
burg, but had not been successful, and becoming involved in
law-suits had fled from that city and joined his brother at Mentz,
These brothers were the first to use metal types.

John Faust, after the dissolution of partuership with Gufen-
berg, took into partnership Peter Schoeffer, one of ‘his servants,
and an ingenious workman. He privately cut matrices for the
whole’ alphabet, and when he showed his master the type cut
from. these matrices Faust was so much pleased that he gave
Schoeffer his only daughter in marriage. Schoeffer’s improve-
ment in casting type from matrices was made in 1456. Guten-
berg’s printing office existed in Mentz until 1465. He died
February 14th, 1468.

These are the great nawmes in the early history of printing ana
each is worthy of special honor. In this connection it is fitting
that mention should be made of William Caxton, who introduced
printing into England, and was the first English printer of whom
there is any knowledge. He was born in Kent in 1422, In
1471 he entered the service of Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy.
During his sojourn in Bruges he formed the acquaintance of
Colard Mansion, a well known printer of that city. He acquired
the art, and in 1476 returned to England, and set up his wooden
printing press in Westminster. The “ Game and Play of the
Chesse,” was one of his earliest publications He died about the
year 1491,

For a long time printing was dependent upon most clumsy
apparatus. The earliest press had a contrivance for running the
form under the point of pressure by means of a screw. When
the pressure had been applied, the screw was loosened, the form
withdrawn and the sheet removed. The defects of this very rude
mechanism were at length partially remedied and improved by
William Jansen Blain of Amsterdam. He contrived a press in
which the carriage holding the form was wound below the point
of pressure, which was given by moving a handle attached to a
screw hanging in a beam, having a spring, that caused tl%e screw
to fly back as soon as the impression was given. The Blain press
was made entirely of wood, and was in general use in Europe
and America, until the present century. The next improvement
in printing presses was made by the Earl of Stanhope, who
constructed one entirely of iron, which printed the whole surface
of the sheet at one impression—the size of the sheet being regu-
lated by the size of the press. Numerous improvements were made
upon the Stanhope press, which eulminated in the ('-‘olumbl.cm. an
American invention patented in 1816, which in time ga.ln.ed a
large share of approbation. Other inventions followed rapidly,
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