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G THE PROTEST OF THE DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS OF
é OUR LEGISLATURE. ,

j & : Upon this 10th day of June, A. D. 1863, while the General
b Assembly were in session and e-ngag‘ed in the discharge of their
constitutional duties, an attempt by the Governor of Illinois was
made to dissolve this body; which attempt, illegal, unconstitutional,
and outrageous as it is, must inevitably result in the gegsétion of
any further legislation at this time. S Al

; ~ The circumstances attending this monstrous and »

4 usurpation of power, and the injurious consequence
i result to the people of the State, demand a brief s
part which we submit with confidence to the consideration of
discerning and candid publie, whose rights have thus been ruth-
| | lessly invaded, and whose interests have been disregarded and
trampled under foot.

dutionary . e
ich must

The action of the Governor in this nefarious attempt to stop the
legislation of the State is supposed to be based upon the following

- provision of the State constitution. =

“Art. 1v—Sgc. 13. In case of ‘disagreement between the tf%ro
houses with regard to the time o£ adjowrnment, the Governor shall
have power to adjourn the General Assembly to such time as he
thinks proper, provided it be not to a period beyond the next con-

stitutional meeting of the same.” T
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And the first question to be determined is, what is such a disa:
greement under the constitution as would justify the interposition
of the Executive? Nor is the answer difficult to arrive at, since
this point has been so well and thorounhly settled that it needs but
its statement to determine the inquiry beyond cavil or contradiction.
When one house amends the resolution or alters legislative action
of the other, as to the time of adjournment or any other subject,
and the house proposing the resolution or action refuses to concur
with the amendments so made, the amending house must be first
informed of such non-concurrence, in order to recede and concur or
take such other actior
of both on the basis of compromise.

The amending house, being informed of non-concurrence in its
action by the other, may either itself recede and concur, or adhere,
and propose and appoint a committee of conference, which is the
next step to be taken. And it is only when one house refuses to

join in a committee of conference, or when such commlttee, having
been appointed, fails to arrive at a common result, or, having so
done, the same is not agreed on and adopted by both house%, that
‘the disagreement spoken of in the constitution has been prodaced;
and the\usodl ~parliamentary proceeding is to have two free confer-
ences before final disagreement results. Both houses must be at a
dead lock, without hope of or effort towards a'rreement before
Executive action can be invoked or legally taken. Were the rule
otherwise, it would require theinvariable agreement of each house
to whatever the other chose to propose.  And until this time it has
never been questioned in Europe or this country that such was the
rule.

Nor can the Executive take action, even where an actual disa-
greement exists, until officially mformed thereof by both houses.

Tested by these principles, we present the facts in the present
-case, which will demonstrate the indefensible character of the pro-
ceeding which we reprobate and condemn.

“ Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concur-
ng t/wrem, That this General Assembly Wlll adjourn sine dze on
the 8th inst., at 6 o’clock PN :

Which resolution was at once transmitted to the House, and,
being taken up by that branch of the Legislature, was amended by
the substitution of the 22d day of June instead of the 8th.

-

he premises as may tend to an agreementA )
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d_;'rm}é‘sal{tibﬁ,ﬂbéing thus a?nendedjv?r&éi irned to the Senate’
for its action, whereupon that body refused to kgor;gﬁryj‘g the aifiend-
ment. T - ~ . = ;

The House was not then, and has not since been, officially in-i*
formed of the non-concurrence 'of the Senate in the amendment in%'g“
question, and no opportunity has as yet been afforded that body 1:05f
- recede from its previous action, it it so desired, : i

The regular parliamentary progression has not been observed ;
the House has not refused to recede and concur with the Senate in
its.action; no committées of conference have been proposed or ap-
pointed ; and, in short, no disagreement has existed, or ean be pre-
sumed as existing, in the premises.

Neither has the legal and official notifieation of a disagreement
‘been laid before the Governor, as, indeed, it could not have been,
since it was well known and understood that there was no such
disagreement in fact. '

We have thus briefly stated the position of affairs which the,
Governor of the great State of Illinois has made use of asa pretext,
for an arbitrary, illegal attempt to bring the deliberations of theg

General Assembly to a close.

By this action he has deliberately and designedly defeated the
passage of measures of great public importance, and demanded b
the exigencies of the times. - '

He has defeated the appropriation of one hundred thousand
dollars for the gallant sons of Illinois who are bleeding and dying
upon the battlefield and in the hospital, and whose terrible con-
dition invites the sympathy of every human heart, and demands
the earnest effort in their behalf of every citizen of the State on
which they have shed imperishable glory. The bill for that pur-
pose, already passed both houses, and pending simply upon a slight
diiierence of opinion as to some of its details, in the lower house,
which difference has now been happily removed, is deteated merely
because the miserable partisanship of the Clief Executive, who
usurps .the unmerited title of the “Soldier’s Friend,” pfevented.-f‘
him from consenting thaﬁ%’,a legislature having a majority of his

olitical opponents i@u&ﬁajg the honor, as theyjyou_ld 9niqﬂ}1§
. privilege, of flying to the rescue of their gallant brethren. £

He has defeated the bill for the sale of the coin in the treasury

and the payment of our interest in treasury notes, saving hundreds
. of thousands to the people, which was on its final paseage as the .
¢ supporters of this action left the halls of legislation at the biddiug - K
- of their master. : - b

He has defeated the passage of the general appropriation bills
already passed the Senate, and pending in the House and ready for,
| passage, which the Senate had acted on without delay, and to which

no obstruction was intended to be, would or conld havebeen, inter-§
LRosed b tho Houso! o
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 "He hias dafeated the printing of th e“‘féﬁéx'ﬂtgf—tllé’ State Agricul-

tural Society, an appropriation for which passed the ITouse and was
on its passage in the Senate, and the distribution of the appropria-
tion for agricultural purposes made by the general government,
and as yet unapplied fo the ends for which it was intended, to the
great detriment of the vast agricultural interests of illinois, for
wheea henefit the n:casures were intended.

He has defeated the appropriation for the State Normal Uni-
versity, and the property will be sold under the existing judge-
ments, and this noble institution be destroyed. T

The memory of the great dead could not restrain him, and the
appropriation for the erection of 2 monument to Douglas receives
its death blow at his hands.

He has defeated the general and losal legislation of the State,
for much of which pressing necessity existed, and which was so
fully matured as to require for its completion but slight farther ac-
tion.

He has done all this without the shadow of a legal pretext, and
in defiance of a well nigh universal public opinion.
course, since no political measure has been pressed upon either
‘branch of the Assembly during the recent period of its session.
Which is the more guilty, the individual who proposes, or the
wretched agents who carry into effect, an act so utterly indefensi

ment will receive the condemnation they deserve from an sutrazed

1

gt S R - e

this action was attempted to be taken
deserves a passing notice. The statement by one branch of the
government to a co-ordinate braneh thereof, that its action ha

een conducive to th?phblic welfare, is disrespectful in te
in insult so obvious that w

come with an ill grace from the source of the delayé-"to'“
on during the former part of this session, and the entire ¢
hereof at the present. -

* duty during the present portion of our session unti]
last twenty-four hours, and that members of his politica
» (who render to his commands the most abject obedience) re-

i

6 given a quorum cf but two days and onc-half during the sum-

have failed in the performance of their duties deserves only our
contgmnt, : : :
Earnestly protesting against this arbitrary and illegal act of the
Governor, and insisting that the General Assembly has still a legal
existence, and has neither been adjourned nor constitutionally dis-

solved, we ask that this, our protest, may be entered on the jour-
nals of the respective houses.

SENATORS.
William Berry, Samuel Moffat,
Tsrael Blanchard, W. A. J. Sparks,
William H. Green, Bryant T. Scofield,

William H. Underwood,: .
Iloratio M. Vandeveer,
Linus E. Worcester.

R RSO |

ble, it is not for us to determine. Tt is sufficient that all the actors,
aiders and abettors of this scheme to block the wheels of govern-

~ Even prartisanshi'ﬁhﬁ'oﬂrjdé no palliation for the pursuit of sucha

Vlien it is considered that the Governor has been absent from

dly seceded from the Senate during ‘the winter session, and

continuation thereof, the suggestion that the General Assembly

e e
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