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ABSTRACT

This interview was conducted as part of the larger Cook County Oral History Project,
supervised by Dr. Christopher Manning of Loyola University Chicago. The goal of the project is to
give a human face to the judiciary, and as such, retired Cook Couniry judges such as Michael C.
Close were interviewed.

Judge Close begins with his early childhood years, from birth and early rearing in the Lathrop
Homes public housing to growing up in the North Side neighborhoods of Old Town and Lincoln
Park. Judge Close continues with his elementary Catholic school education through DePaul
Academy secondary school, and later DePaul Upiversity and DePaul Law School. His Navy service
is mentioned, as are other early jobs and career decisions that follow Judge_{C-lose as he finances his
e.ducatio'n with jobs ranging from postal worker to newsstand boy to insurance adjuster..-Judge
Close’s time in private practice is detailed, and the inte1-rview concludes with the Regular Democratic

Party and early slating efforts as he begins the transition o the bench.
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Interview I Judge Michael C. Close

Date: November 09, 2004

Time: 1:30 pm

Place: Daley Center, Chicago

Interviewer: Bjorn Skaptason

Also Present: Christopher Manning, PhD, Judge Theodore Swain

Bjorn Skaptason: Today is November 09, 2004, it’s about one o’clock in the
afternoon. We are at the Cook County court building at the Daley Center, and we're

speaking with Judge Michael Close about his career as a judge in the Cook County

Courts. Thank you Judge Close for agreeing to talk with us today.
Michael Close: Alright.

BS:  The first thing that, the first part E)f;'#your career that wé’d like to cover is

' t}__le. ..some of the things about your upbringing, some of the things about your childhood
in Chicago and how they influenced your decision.to ente.r the legal profession in the first
place.

Unn....you said, you already told us you were bom in Chicagd. What

neighborhood are you from?

MC: 1wasbomin Chicago, at the time of my birth I believe we were living in that area
known as Flumboldt Park...I was baptized in the B.V.M. church in Humboldt Park.

Shortly thereafter we moved from that location to what is now known as Old Town. At

that time, that neighborhood didn’t have that desighation...l* think Old Town is a newer

name for that section of Chicago. We lived on Sedgwick Street just north of North



Avenue, 1600 block of North Avenue, Ilived in.that locale for probably until I was
about four years of age, at which time ~ 1 don’t. bélieve it was quite my fourth birthday
when we moved from that locafion to...to Julia Lathrop Homes, which had just been built
as a public housing development in .the City of Chicago. We lived there for a number of
‘years. We left the Lathrop Homes when I was entering the fourth grade, maybe about
nine years of age. We were required to move out of the Lathrop Homes because the
Chicago Housing Authority at that time had a maximum amount of monéy that you could
make, and I didn’t think my father was making that much money, there was 6 kids but in
those days you could get bounced out of the projects if you exceeded a certain amount of
money. So at that time we left the projects and moved to a area, again, located close to

Old ToWh, which is just north of what is now called Old Town, that would be Lincoln

Park.
BS: OK

(3:30) MC:  And Lincoln Park in those déiyé:l\?ﬁas a far cry from what it is today, whéfe
it is a very high-toned neighborﬁood. In those days Lincoln Park was inhabited basically
by peor families, and most of Whom were at best one generation removed from Europe |
and the greater majority of people, probably their parents were immigrants, kids were

first generation.

BS: Okay



(4:18) MC: That was the fourth grade, and I lived in that locale for iwo years, and then
we moved into the neighborhood that is now known as Ravenswood, it was then known

as Ravenswood also. Lived there from that time until the time that I was married.

BS: Ok. So it seems like you moved around a lot...moved around the city anyway.

What did your father do for a living?

(4:43) MC: My father was an electrician. Of course in the earlier part of my life we
were in the midst of the Depression and there was little construction work going on in
Chicago, nothing was built at that time. There was little need for construction
7-el-l-éctricians. My father was in Local 134, International ﬁ;otherhood of Electrical
Workers and he was.. .Jhe wasn't able to obtain any wbrk as were most electricians at that
'time. There just was no work for them. So he didn’t obtain empl.oyment; but outside of
" the building trades and we were able to survive through the Depression, as most other

working class families in ;éﬁicago.

BS: Do you have any specific memories regarding the Depression or how it affected

you personally, or how it you affected your family?

MC: Well, I think at that young age I was living among a lot of people who were
similarly situated; they were all basically poor, and they didn’t have too much of

anything. And so I had no life experience where you were affluent so we didn’t know the



difference. So as a youngster I think I had a very loving family snd I enjoyed the
company of a lot of other kids in the neighborhood who were likewise running around
with holes in their shoes and patches all over their trousers. That’s where it was at that
particular point in time. Once the United States. . just before the United States entered
the Second -World War the government went into a big ship building program and then
required other typés of construction related to the impending war effort. And they started
up shipyards in various locations. My father was hired on as a electrician in the

shipbuilding industry.
BS:  Here in Chicago?

(7:23) MC:  Actually in a place é.sﬁed Seneca Illinois. There were other loczitions.
Destroyer escorts and vessels of that size, minesweepers and other smaller seagoing
vessels were built if you believe it, right here-in Illinsis. And they were floated down the
Tlinois River to the Mississippi and from there down to Mississippi to New Orleans and

the Gulf of Mexico.
BS: Ok

- MC: So there were some sizeable ships buiit; quite a few ships built in fhe Heartland. [

don’t know if people realize that or not.



BS: That's very interesting, What other experiences did you have during the war
years that you can relate that were important to you, or that you remember now as being

important to your community, or to your family?

(8:35) MC: We had a very loving family as Lindicated. And my parents were Irish
immigrant. My mother was from the Irish area of Galway known as Connemara. My
father is from the noﬁh of Ireland, the area of Belfast and they're Irish Catholic. And
they immigrated to the United States, a very close knit individuals who had ties to the
Trish community; of course we were not an insular family, we related, I believe, very well
to our neighbors, and as a youngster I had dealt with a lot of other immigrant kids, who...
different nationalities; Ttalian, German, Polish... and during that time I believe that I

made lasting friendships with individuals of many and varied backgroﬁrias.

BS:  Was that difficult, considering that sometimes the communities, the ethnig-
communities on the North Side were pretty standoffish. I've read about it. Was it

difficult to reach out to people of other ethnicitics?

MC: Well, not really. Trecall as a-youngster seeing individuals of different efhﬁic |
groups all in the same neighborhood standing arourid on the different corners of a
intersection where you had individuals speaking Yiddish in one group, and another group
speaking German, another group in Italiﬁn, and Irish, Isawthatand ], even asa
youngster I found it intefesting, ¢ven at that young age. I attended St. Bonaventure

grammar school in my early years of grammar school. Ithen went to St. Michael



grammar school. That was at... in Old Town, and thereafter attended Qur Lady of
Victory grammar school, from which I graduated. These are North Side communities. 1

attended the DePaul Academy. That's the high school which no longer exists.

BS: Where was that?

MC: That's located at the Uptown Campus of DePaul University. It's at Webster and
Kenmore Avenue. It’s on the East corner. That building, I believe is now cailed Burke
Hall. Part of DePaul University, Uptown Campus. At that time it was DePaul Academy.
It’s since gone out of existence. After that I attended DePaul University, College of

Liberal Arts, undergraduate school, and went on attending DePaul University College of

Law.

(12:17) BS: So, all of the education you had was Catholic.education?

MC: Yes.

BS:  And was there ever a possibility of going to public school, or in your family did
everybody just go to parochial schools?

MC: Everybody in my family attended parochial schools. However, at that time, the
public schodl system in the City of Chicago was a excellent system, and obviously today

1 don’t think that anybody in his right mind would say it’s a system that works. It is not.
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The public school system in the City of Chicago is totally and comﬁletely a failure, and
couldn’t reasonably be compared to the public school system that existed in my youth,
which I believe was excellent and I have many contemporaries who practiced law who
will tell you that, because the public school system in the City of Chicago was, indeed, a

very good product. Today it’s a system that just does not work.

BS:  So, when your parents decided to send you to parochial school it was a matier of

faith rather than a matter of that quality of that education over public education?

(13:44) MC: That is absolutely correct. 1believe probably at that time in our history
here in the City of Chicago there was a very definite preference by certainly people in the
Trish Catholic community, aﬁ.dl}nost of the Trish are Catholic anyways, to send their kldS
to parochial schools as opposed to the public schools, which were in fact very good
schools. And it was a faith-based preference. |

l;_’»S Ok. Can you think of or remember anything m your childhood ro_rr in your
education that you would say first hooked you into the legal profession? Either observing

police or observing lawyers, some lawyer that you nﬁght know? Anything like that?

MC: [As I pointed out] I worked at an -earl'y age. My folks always believed that kids
should have some work experience, so I had a situation where I worked on a newspaper
stand at Armitage, Lincoln, and Sedgwick streets — northwest corner of that intersection

there was a paper stand - I used to work there as a youngster. I worked there for nine
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hours on a Saturday, and I also worked on Sunday after mass. And [ would go to seven
o’clock mass and I worked on that paper stand till one o’clock in the afternoon on
Sunday. And thenI'd work on the paper stand in the evenings after school. SoTwas a
pretty avid reader of the newspapers. There were enough of them in the stand, so [there
were an] awful lot of papers we had. We had so many papers I can’t really remember
them all today-. We had German language papers, Polish language papers, a Jewish
newspaper, and we had, I believe, four dailies at that time, and maybe more. S.o there
was, .. there’s a lot to read there. And I noticed that some of the customers that would
come a lot, living over to the east end over there - a little higher end area - on occasion
I’d run into somebody in a pretty goé)d looking set of threads, you know. I'd strike up a
conversation with these people that would be buying riewspapers and whatnot, and I ran
into doc;c;;s and 1awyers; and I came to the conclusion that theseﬂi;wyers were pretty well
educated. Andl got the impression these fellows were making a contribution to society
as Isawitas a youn'gstcf, and I felt that was something to aspire to. Idecided at a'pretty
young age to become a lawyer. That was my decision, it was made early on. Inever
spent a ot of time thinking abou;t- iifi!;—eyond that point. Idecided to become a lawyer

probably when I was in fourth grade.
(18:05) BS: About fourth grade, you said? "Almost the time...

MC:  And thereafter... I never wavered in that decision. I decided that’s where I was

going to go.
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BS: Really?

MC: Yes.

BS:  Did you have... this might be stepping back a little bit. But did you have...
living... You described around the news stand in Old Town, but also in the Lathrop
homes and in Ravenswood. Did you have encounters with crime? Did you see a lot of
crime as a child, or was that kind of thing something that happened in other

neighborhoods, or were you kind of insulated?

- (18:43) MC: Ithink the Jevel of violence in the City of Chicago wés relatively low at
that-time, but you stili had gangland activity: I shouldn’t just say gangland activity
mean_jng the type of street gangs we have today, but what’s known as the Qutfit or the
- Mob. They were around and people got killed, but the level o'f violence was relatively

lower... considerably lower than it is today.

BS: Really?

MC: Oh sure. Other things that happened beyond that that impressed me. There was a
| maés murderer on the loose, I think they called “The Hdmniér Man” and you know it gbt
a lot of attention at the time. We had a war going on, and that grabbed most of the
- headlines on a daily basis. Every day you would read the newspaper, or I would read the

newspaper, and I had plenty of them available to me. I'd just look at the headlines and
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would see the American army in North Africa, and gc:)ing on beyond that to Anzio and on
to D-Day, and there was a tremendous amount of press devoted to the war. So I think
that was the biggest item that the newspapers carried on the front page. There was crime,
and that was reported in Chicago, and the more sensational things, this “Hammer Man”

- murderer, and then later after the war of course everybody will recall the death of a girl
by the name of Susan Nathan, in 1946 [ believe it was. And a student at the University of
Chicago by the name of Herrons was arrested and prosecuted for that murder; in fact he’s

still in the Tlinois Department of Corrections.
BS:  Oh wow.

(21:20) MC: And the release, T don’t know whether he will be or not, but thosg Vere the
big things in those days. And as a youngster there wasn’t the proliferation of handguns in
the city as there presently is. At that time, if the street gangs, they were around, but they -
were not of the strength that they are today and they weren’t, back then they didn’t have
the financial resources that they do today from thé ordinance that t_hcy get from the
narcotics trafficking. ..cocaine and heroin and other drugs that they sought. So they
didn’t have that financial wherewitrhalr, but thej; did engage in violence and it was usually

with homemade guns called zip-guns.

BS:  Zip-guns?
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(22:22) MC: Yes, which were just basically a piece of wood and a improvised hammer
and a bullet, and that didn’t take much in Chicago, so today though you wouldn’t find

any of these individuals in these gangs ldealing with zip-guns.
BS: [Laughs]

MC: And then they went on later to Saturday night specials, cheap handguns which

were much better equipment.

[Judge Theodore Swair} enters the room and joins the conversation]
J udge Theodore Swain: How come you’re still so yodﬁg?
[pause in tape]

MC: Bjorn was just askiﬁgiaﬁout the level of violence I had experiénced as a youhgster
in the City of Chxcago and I thought that relatively speaking, of course now I'm going
back and I'm giving you the opinion of myself looking back upon myself as an individual
somewhere about seven, eight, nine, ten, twelve, fifteen years old, and at that time I
thought the level of violence in the City of Chicago was considerably ldwef than it
presently is and I think, as I told you, the tools of the trade on the basis of gangland or
street-gang violence was...was inthe area of talking about zip-guns, and that progressed

somewhat later to these cheap handguns called Saturday night specials. But today, I don’t
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think that any self-respécting street-gang hoodlum is dealing with zip-guns or Saturday
night specials. They have 357 magnums and all kinds of other artillery that they deal
with, so that obviously their resources - or financial resources - are greater and they are

able to get these fypes of weapons.

(24:33) BS: So there’s a big difference between street violence 1945 and street

violence in 20047

MC: Oh yes, absolutely. And I think that obviously in the poorer neighborhoods you
would have more, more street violence and maybe that accounted for less violence in the
poorer neighborhoods of th'és&f; years. They just didn’t have that wherewithali Of course
it was not my experience to find any kmd of really Qell-organized gang activity at that

time. The activity was lot less in those days.

BS: - Ok. You graduated from DePaul Academy, and then what, did you just naturally

go into DePaul University from there, or did you have other choicés to make?

MC: | Well T went directly from DePaul Acadeﬁy to DePaul University, but it was a
economic matter, w'é didn’t have financial resources or wherewithal to attend an out-of-
state university or some campus univessity as a resident student. I've been regularly
employed since the time of the third grade and I had jobs all the way through grammar
school through high school. I worked at least fortjf hours'a week in my junior and senior

years of high school here in Chicago. 1 worked at a gasoline station pumping gas and
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greasing cars, changing oil, repairing tires, you\know that sort of thing. Through high |
school and when I went to undergraduate school I was able to obtain a job as a mail
person. I went down and took the regular civil service exarination for a letter carrier and
I suppose in the government they say you are appointed to this position as a regular civil
service mailman. In undergraduate school I was very fortunate to work out my hours in
the post office to accommodate. my class schedule. 1 attended the Uptown campus for
most of my classes. Idid take some classes at the downtown campus. And during that
time I would start in the morning about 5:30 in the local post office and T would throw
mail, that is, letter carriers have what they call cases, and those are rounds. And I would
go over and take the large trays of mail that we would receive and I'd put them in these
little péckets, or the case. And I would do what they call tie that out, at about 8:30 in the
morning. Whenr I“‘f;r‘lished that I would then run what they called relays. And they had a
lot of rfslay boxes throughout the pqstal zone in which I werked and I would put those:
relay bags for the Qarious carriers of all these routes. There would be about fifty or fifty-
five routes in this station and there would be two or three relay trucks which would
actually take these relay bags to various boxes all of which are wriiten on these labeis. I
~ would put those relays in thosé boxes. They don’t do this anymore in this particular

fashion,
(29:08) BS: Oh, ok. A

MC: They're all handled by trucks. But then I’d do that until maybe about 9:30 or so,

and I'd come back in and I would punch out on the clock there and I'd go down 1o
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DePaul Uptown campus and I'd go to a ten o’clock class there and maybe I'd have
another class after that one till maybe noon or something beyond that. And I might have

a afternoon class, it depends on the day of the week. You know yourself, as a college

student.
BS:  Right. {laughs]

(29:45) MC: So that was my routine when I was in undergrad school and it worked out
well. I would have to work at least forty hours a week in order to be a regular carrier, or
a regular in the-post office and they did accomodate me, they were very good at that.
So then I'd work all day Saturday of course, straight through, and I'd work sometimes,
/ah, practicalfy every Sunday. I'd handle what they c;ii-collections. Collection service in
the Post Officg_ is much different than it presenﬂy is. [Usually they'll] put it in the box
maybe once a day, at that time we’d have to put it in the box three or fc;ur times a day,
five or six times a day sometimes. So those routes were available and other times I'd
work in the evening. After I'd finish my two o’clock class, maybe even later. From the
campus I d go back to the Post Office and do what they call mail handhng That is
loading packages onto trucks that would go downtown. Sol would gel at least forty
hours a week in, most times more than forty hours a week. So that’s my routine
throughdut undergraduate school. When I went to law school I fbﬁnd another way of
handling it and I became an insurance adjuster. And that I found to be very, very nice,

well...it worked in, it fitted in with my routine. '
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Law school in those days was 9 — 12 at DePaul or Loyéla. And'as much as these
schools want to now call themselves national universities and so on and éo forth, they
wére known at that day basically as “trolley colleges”. And that’s a reputation that they
have long stiven to eradicate, erase, get rid of. “Don’t call it that”. They don’t like that

term.
BS:  But DePaul is definitely a “trolley college”?

(32:08) MC: Well DePaul was a “trolley college”, and Loyola here in Chicago isalsoa
“trolley college”. And two very good universities..-And I don’t mean to demean them by
calling them “trolley colleges”. But I think the present administrations at those
universities find it rather offensi\;e: They don’t like it. Maybe a Jot of the people in the
country don’t like it. They like to be known as something more prestigions. So they like
to term themselves some kind of a thing like a national university. And look like they’re
being very selective about who gets in, and who does this, and who does that. But as a
éf;zfical matter they were more accommodating to individuals who were wquing in
order to go to law school. SoIfounda9 - 12 routine very good. I'm'saddened by the

| fact that DePaul and Loyola have managed fo sfﬂ'ng -6uf their classés beyond that 9 —12
framework so -that they force the student body to be around at two o’clock in the
afternoon to take some course over at Loyofa that could have been offered at nine
o"clock, ten o’clock, eleven o’clock in the'morning. And they would follow those
courses in the threc year curriculum in the law school. If you're going to day law school -

1 saw no point in going to night law school when you can go to day law school you can
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get out in three years — at night it takes yoﬁ longer. S6 it was a good system as far as I’m |
concerned. It's gone, it’s a thing of the past. But at that time the insurance company was
very accommodating. They gave me an automobile and a expense account and they
provided that I would go around and see various appointments. And the best time to see
the appointments is basically in the later afternoon or evening. And so that worked out
very well with my schedule.

And also to see lawyers because DePaul at that time when I first started was at 64
E. Lake Street and they had a parking garage right next door to that so you could park
your car in the garage and then go around after class to either see claimants or to pick up
a court reporter and go around and canvass for witnesses. Or go over and see some of the
lé{wycrs in the Loop who were handling these small P.I. cases because that’s about the
only authori"z-e;’fion I had was on small cases. So it was a great situatﬁ);. And Iwent'to
DePaul law school. And in la_rge part I owe 2 lot to the insurance industry for providing

me with that opportunity to work as an insurance adjuster.

 {35:21) BS:  Was there any particﬁléfrh?c‘laim that resulted in a good story or an

interesting situation? Some claimants. ..

MC: Idon’treally, couldn’t comment on any of that right now. Idon’t tﬁink anything
i'n particular. A lot of bﬁmp-and-bruise cases...and fender-benders, things of that nature
for the most part. Any really serious accidents were going to be litigated. You know it’s
just talking about leg-off cases or anybody with serious injuries, very serious injuries,

those cases would obviously go to situations where lawyers would file law-suits. And
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they’d be litigated...there’d be protracted litigation for a number of years. No, I wasn;t -

settling those. Iwas settling the case where the little old lady was walking across the
public way and she comes to a pedestrian cross-walk, and she’s got her arms with the
groceries, and one of the insurants would make a right turn and upset her and her
groceries and she had maybe a minor bruise, or something of that nature and maybe some
rip to a garment, some jar of pickles that was broken and laying in the public way
[laughs] but beyond that...it was that sort of 2 business. And maybe there was somebody
that had a theft of an automobile, and you’d have to go and let them know that the new
car that they had really only has a book value of “x” number of dollaré, now that {laughs]
it is gone: That sort of thing. It was an interesting thing when I did it, T enjoyed that. 1
was an outside adjusier, so to speak, so I didn't really go into the office very often, which

worked‘ out perfectly...

(37:48) BS: ...with law school.
MC:  With law school.

BS:  When ryou were in law school did you have an ambitioﬁ aireédy of the type of law
that you wanted to pursue, whether it be criminal or civil, or did that develop during

the... ' o

MC: No I think when I was in law school I was basically focused on becoming a

lawyer and getting the credentials and finishing law school and getting on with it. Tknew
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that once I got out then I'd have to obviously fi't into soﬁe particular category one way or
the other. I at that time thdught that I'd like to practice individually if I could, or on some
small partnership, possibly. I didn’t really focus on becoming a...not an attorney with a
large firm but T was open to the possibility of having a civil practice and maybe some
personal injury business. As it turned out I ended up practicing a fair amount of criminal

law.

BS: I guess Ineed to take another step back right here. I wanted to fit in your military
service. T wasn’t able to figure out from your CV exactly where that fit in. Did you go

into the Navy after undergraduate?

(39:18) MC: Yesl joined"-tge Naval Reserve and was activated. And I spent
approxixﬁateiy total in the Navy almost thirty months on active duty. I was an enlisted
man; I didn’t see anything to be gained'by attempting to get a commission in the Na;/y.
At that time, they wanted you to put in four years of active duty and that didn’t fitin witﬁ -
vmy plans at that time. Idid have additiongl reservérag'fi'gations, 80 tot_a_l time in the Naval

Reserve was about ten years.
BS:  Did the active duty take you on sea-service?

MC:  Yes. I was aboard a destroyer in the Atlantic for the most part, and it traveled to

the 6™ Fleet, the Mediterranean, and into the North Atlantic at the 2" Rleet. We did a lot
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of sea-duty and into a component of the ...I believe, the 5™ Fleet, 'gone through the Suez

Canal into the area of the Persian Gulf and around the Indian Ocean. It was interesting.

(41:00) BS: Got to see the world?

MC: 1thought it was fine. I never had a bad day in the service. Inever had any...bad

thoughts about it at all. You're in an environment in which you have little control.

TS:  What years was that?

MC: That was back in the mid-fifties. And you have no control over your
envirogr;ent. You're told this is the program, this is what we’r; gonna do, you feport to
a ship. I was a radio man, actuaﬂy, and fortunately when I came aboard the mailman
aboard the sh'ip was just being rotated to another assignmeﬂt. So he left, and I bécame
the ship’s mailman in addition to being the radio man. Which was very good. [I got to]
get off the ship at every port wé came into [laughs]. So it had ifs benefits.

I had no complaints about my time in the military on active duty. I tﬁought it was
fine, and Navy food was good. And T've often heard guys complain and béef -about Béing
in, wanting to get out. T neve1; could undersfénd it. They knew that they had an
obligation aﬁd that--théy wére supposed to perform that, and they may as well eﬁjOy that
as long as you're there. 1had a lot of good experiences, I rather enjoyed it. Ihad other
plans in mind, otherwise I might have spent even some more timé in there. [laughs] But

1 gotta get on with my life.
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BS: Isuppose one question you have to ask any old sailor is if you ever “crossed the

line”? X you ever went over the...
{(43:03) TS: The Equator.
MC: The Equator. No, I never made it. [laughs] I never made it.

BS:  So you didn’t have to go through that particular hazing? Alright, good. Well, do

you want to take a break for five minutes or so?
MC: Ok,
[break]

( 43:30) BS Alright. We're back with Judge Michael Close, an& once you. ..we’re_ 7_
going to move on to the experience in the legal profession, and move into the legal
profes-siz-)n. If we can, we’ll get as far as the bench. Eut we’ll juét go over whatever’s
interesting...whatever ’v-ve want to talk about, about the career of a lawyer. The first thing

you did after graduating was private practice, was it?

MC:  Yes it was. Shortly after I was admitted to the bar I was contacted by a fella who

was in the construction business. He was a fairly large excavator who was doing a lot of
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what ils' called “site development” and for developefs in the suburban Chicago-land area.
He was also doing some roadwork as highway construction and in Chicago and in other
arcas of the state and outside of the state of Tllinois. He had fallen upon fairly hard times.
He was having. problems collecting monies from individuals who owed him money-, he
had problems with bonding companies that claimed that he had defaulted on certain
contracts. And for wont of other work at that particular point in time, I said we’ll take a
look at these problems for you. The man had previously had other lawyers at law firms
that represented him. But at this time, as I said, very serious financial problems. Sol
also had serious financial considerations because I was leaving my former employment as
an insurance adjuster. | didn’t want to continue to work as an insurance adjuster when I
had a brand-new license to practice law. [ was interested in finding‘out just what I could
do out there with that law license and so I jumped in with both feet. Took a 1dbi’<' at his
problems; he also had serious problems. with the Internal Revenue Service. [laughs] And
I ieamed a lot very quickly rabout. collections, about liens, about property, about
negotiating with individuals who are a rather hearty, rough crowd of developers. Aﬁd I
learned a lot of interesting things over those yearsﬁat that time.

1 also recall, of course, thié was a critical time in my life. Inow have a child, ’'m

married and have a child.
(47:27) BS: What year did you get married?

MC: 1 was married in 1960, and I was interested in making money because 1 needed it

to support my family. So I'took on all of these matters as a first impression of me. The
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US government wanted to seize his equipment in the state of Illinois‘ anyways, and came
out and in fact did plaster signs of the government seizure on his large pieces of
construction equipment; and he had quite a bit of it, trucks and 955 excavation
equipment, caterpillar tractors, and the road graders aﬁd all that other equipment. Sol
was off to the LR.S. and reading up on the Internal Revenue Code and just what they
could do to an indi\-fiduai under these circumstances. And they found that they had a lot
of power. Italked with the...I shouldn’t say lower level individual in the LR.S., but
certainly I talked to his supervisor in the department that wes interested in collecting off
of him. And they were making this seizure on the basis of their interpretation of the law.
And 1 was finally able to persuade a individual higher-up that it would absolutely and
totally cripple this guy, he’ll never be able to pay anything if he can’t work and there are
other pessibiiities of collecting money frorr_l this individuel;er that individual, and so on |
and so forth. And_my days were very filled with trying to collect money for this
individual~And this was not going to be a situation where you werg, goin_gzte sit down
and file lawsuits because we couldn’t wait around a Jong time. -So I went out and I saw
some developers and they sa1d “well, he hasn’t performed properly” this is a big site”
excavanon, m a ared...a community in the southwest suburbs, and a lot of homes were
going up there, and there was a lot of V.A, and FHLA, financing, I knew So he was

. telling me that my client hadn’t perfofmed according to the plans and specs, e’nd he’s the
site deveioper, and if he doesn’t perform according to these plans and specs, then the
developer himself has to make representations when he sells these particular units to
other individuals that they do conform to the plaﬁs and specifications that have been

filed, because they’re underwritten by these government loans, (50:42) And these arc
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representations that he’s making, so I tried that with the developer ‘and he told ine to get
lost. So [laughs], so I decided “well, ok, fine™. I wentin and I got a hold of the - as long
as I was dealing with the government — I got a hold of the government and I suggested to
them that this thing was, that something had to be rotten in Denmark here. So actually, I
cansed a lot of problems for the developer. Tn which case, he turned around and paid my
client in full. [laughs] So it loosened up some money. So we went on and it was an
interesting experience. I just went on and found that.

With a fresh law degree, yéu’re out there on the street, and how do you really
solve these problems that you have for these clients? Iwenttoa bonding company that
-~ was after him, and they filed a very large lawsuit. So at-the time I decided that the very
law firm that was represer‘ftin-g the bonding company is the same outfit that advised him
with respect to this particular project:‘ go I said “Oh gee, I think there might be some big
? conflict here”. Iturned around and I did file my very first lawsuit as a lawyer and sued
the bonding company, but I also sued the attorneys. And to my surprise, I was invited
down to the Rookery building here in Chicago and sat down with these folks. And
[emSaJ;;;d} a older lawyer, and he told me whﬁt he was goiné-tg’ao to me. He said he
was going to possibly get me disbarred and everythmg else. And at that tifhe I told him
“Well, you know”...all of this going on and it of course caused him quite some problems.

I didn’t realize thé problem that it caused this firm.

(53:07) TS: They notice thiﬁgs like that.
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MC: So, I told him “Well, I don’t really ha.ve any as.sct's anyways. I'm just getting
started here. You go ahead and do what you've gotta do. And I'll see what I have to do”.
And I'm there, and I've got a lot of time on my hands, so you know...they took a look at
the situation and that problem went away. So there was a series of these sort of things
that just presented themselves, and I got a heck of an education at that time.

The next thing, there was a fella building this, these things called The Marina

City.
(53:47) BS: Ok

M_C:": And he had another project going at this time, and it was a well-known architect
and firm, and ﬁ&i-élient was digging out a sub-sub-basement in a buildiﬁé;’i'n which the
city wouldn’t relent about the nm_nber of parking spaces that were required. And he had
figured that he had enough,“'but he did not. So we had a time and material job goin-‘gr-'
there, and there was a dispute — a big dispute — about the amount of money this was
costing. So T went over to a bank and hened his accounts. And when I found out.‘. .then a
fella told me that “well they- couldn’t get any money out of him”. His wife couldn’t éet
any money out of him. [lau‘ghs] And Mr. Goldberg was very, very upset. [laughs). .aﬁd
80... |

BS:  The designer of Marina City?

MC: I saw that matter resolve itself very quickly. And it was just amazing as we went
down the line. The things that happened at that point in time. [laughs] In a relatively

short period of time. And there was another thing going at the same time, another
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development...fairly laréc development. Which a lot of péople would say “the oﬁtfit”
was involved, but I don’t really know all about that sort of thing. But I do know that the
individual...I had liened some property and stopped the flow of money from a outfit
called Marshall Savings and Loan, which later had some problems with the federal
government. And people involved in it were indicted, but I didn’t realize at the time how
closely they were aligned with people that you don’t want to disturb. And so I was
looking for money for my client and I got this project, and a fella called my wife and
th‘reatened to split my body in half right from the top of my skull right straight down
through my privates. He didn’t describe it exactly that way [laughs]. But he left it in no
uncertain terms exactly what the hell he was going to do. [laughs]...Fairly frustrated. So

my wife by the time I got home, I had to take her, her water had broken.
(56:44) TS: Oh my goodness...

MC' [laughs] And so now I got home and I had a call from another individual that
night and said th}s matter would be resolved if I was to meet him out at, this partlcular
1nd1v1dua1 at a remote northwest suburban location, Anda, I uh I don’t know, I went
out there the next day My wife's still in the hospital, and I drove outtoa b1g old country
place, there was an old barn. Tlfey’d done some renovations on the barn, and this i3 what '
a deveibpér was using. But I went up to the second floor of this loéatiqn t6 see a fellow
with é long Italian name and — not that Italians are — yeah, I'd been dealing with these
folks all my life, nice and well and friendly people as I recall, growing‘up in that

immigrant area that T did. So I walked into this fellow’s “office”, and he invites me in,
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and there he is sitting behind a big desk. And on the other v&.fall he’s got a statue of St.
Joseph, and before that, just a little red vigil light, and the light is lit, you know!
[laughs] Very strange place. And now he’s sitting there behind this dosk, and he has a
little bit more of a sense of humor than the guy that was on the phone. So he turns
around and he talks to me, and he says “Well, ok, fine”. So he puHs out the checkbook,
and gives me the checks for this, and of course he gave me waivers of lien, and that’s just
about everything, and we settled that, And so that’s kind of an expoﬁencc, [laughs} I
enjoyed it. And I thought I probably needed a more secure source of income. So L did.
(59:25) I knew a fella who was leaving the Corporation Counsel office, and he
thought that maybe T might be interested. So in those days, of course, the Regular
Democratic Organiz'iation in the city had some say about who went to the Corporation
Counsel’s office. AndIknew the local Der'noci‘atic committeeman, so I went over and
said “how are the chances of replacing this fello‘_.)v with me because he’s leaving?” And

that would give me at least a regular souree of income and some hospitalization, because

having these youngsters without insurance kind of gets a little heavy on you. And so we

worked that ouf.
TS:  Who was your committeeman?
MC: At that time it was a fellow by the name George Wells.

BS:  George Wells?
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MC: That’s right. And he was the committeeman of the 47™ Ward on the North Side

of Chicago at that time.

BS: 47" Ward, ig that Lincoln Park, or Old Town...?
MC: No that’s the area around Ravenswood.

BS: Ok

(1:00:43) MC: So I found that the Corporation Counsel’s office had a lot of
different areas in which they employed lawyers. And T was interested in finding a spot
that I coulti= ;;:actice law, and they had no aversion to me actually pfééticing law, but they
wanted me to work for them alsd. So T worked...I handled their rﬁght traffic call. And
there used to be a night traffic court in Chicago. So I would...it started I beligve at aijout
6 o’clock at night and it went till they wcrer able to dispose of the last of t-he cases. And

, sorl found that to be convenient ana was lining up oth_qr business during the daytime,
which worked out fine.- -That was my assignmerit and I found that it meshed weﬁ with

what I was doing. So I was trying to build up a practice in the meantime.

BS: So you tried to‘ build up a practice during the day, and worked at night traffic

court?
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MC: Yeah, right, right, right.' SoIdid. And then I didn’t want to spend too much tirmrie
at that, I wanted to get some trial experience, you know, so I wanted to get it as quickly
as possible. Because just going over to traffic court handling accident cases af night

wasn’t really giving me much court experience.
(1:02:30) BS: Were most of those settled without going to court?

MC: Well no, the people would show up, and there’d be a little bit of testimony on one
side or the other, but it wasn’t anything really too heavy. So Idecided I'd like to get in
the Staté’s Attorney’s Office, but I didn’t want to be a assistant in traffic court or
something like that. T wanted t6 be an assistant over at 26" Street, where serious matters

were being resolved.

"BS:  Right.

MC: 1 was foi'tﬁnate, I went and I talked to a lawyer who had done \;/érl;?_well in the
private practice law and had been a very capable prosecutor in the years that he was
asstened to that office. And he putin a good word in for me. AndI went to the State’s

Attozfney?s Office, and I became an assistant. So...
TS:  Who was that?

MC: It was during Ward’s tenure.
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TS: Ok, but who was the prominent lawyer?

MC: Oh, it was a fellow no longer with us, Bob Cooney. Bob was with a firm called
Cooney and Stint, and he was a very nice man. And he put in a good word for me and it
worked very well. 1 went right from no experience in that office, to what was called
Branch 44 in those days, at 26" and Califdmia, which was a preliminary hearing court.
And I lasted one day in that courtroom. There was another assistant assigned there at the
time, and it was a fella who ha& been in Branch 44 for some time. .And I was in there,
and in those days, people would have very little idea of exactlyr what’s goi-ng on. And
coming up yoﬁ’d have a police officer basically, the assistant would ask the police officer
“What happened then?” ti;;lghs] He would relate that so-and-so came in and droﬁl:)ﬂed
the .revolver on the sergeant’s desk and sai(} that “I just did away with my husband, he
deserved killing and I just did 1t [tatighs] Whereupon the judge would say “We’ll hold

- this over to the grand jury” — that was how that would go. So at any rate, I was standing'
there, taking up some room in the courtroom, andL fﬂztéssistant and I_'j the other assistant —
are just not hitting it off real well. Sb. he pokes me in the ribs dbout something, and I
really don’t have the slightest what it wés aboﬁt fight now, but I told him, I said “hey,
knocf it off”. So he did it again, and I gave him a good shove. '[laughs] The judge says
“What are you guys doing?” And thié guy came back at me, and that was the end of that,

he was back down on the ground. And so I helped him up. So the judge...

(1:06:02) TS: Who was the judge?
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MC: Ryan.

TS: J§dge Ryan? [laughs]
(1:06:05) MC:  So the courtroom there, at the end of that day...and so uh...
BS:  So how does a judge deal with it, when the two prosecuting attorneys...
MC: The judge doesn’t pay any attention to that.
BS: ;“Oh, ok.

MC: Iwent back to the State’s Attorney’s office down there, and I went home for the
day. And the next day I came back, and was called into the office. [laughs] And the
fanny thing is...I figured, we]lthls is going to be a pretty short term. So at that time
John Stamos says to me, he says: “You’re being reassigned”. He says: “Y-r.)u’,re going to
be working with Joe Giil’;. Now Joe’s a nice fellow, a nice man. And hel’s é well -
respected prosecutor} and now I had made’é move all the way from - well actually, you
see — the Branch‘M was'inside the 1% Municipal District, basically what we é;etll that

today, and I all of a sudden am in the criminal division, one day on the job. AndIuh,I

uly, in fact, I'm promote&. I didn’t realize this until...so that I see Joe dnd Joe’s d very
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nice fellow, and he later became a judge himself. Well at any rate, I had an interesting

experience there which then...

TS:  What judge were you working for?

MC: At that time I was before Nate Cohen. And Nate was a very nice man, and he...
TS: I was at R.D Hoagy’s with him after he...

MC: What?

TS: I was at R.D. Hoagy’s with him, A;'«:\’[;”ft'er he got off the bench..

MC: Oh, oh, is that right? Well Natel felt thgt a fellow bf the name of Tom Regan,
who was a very nice man, who was, he thought was beating him, and Tom was a fellow
that T lcﬂ§;=¥rom law school, and Tom wasn’t beating anybody. ButTom was, in Judge
Cohen’s view, being fairly disrespeciful. And so he ﬁad barred him from his courtroom,
$0 {0 séeak, And of course, the State’s Attorney Da;i Ward iﬁdicated that the judge didn’t
have the power to do’fhat, so they told Tom to go back in thefe, and then Tom' went back
as directed. But Nate wanted to hold his line, so it fiﬁally was resolved that the State’s
Attorney had the right to assign individual assistants to these courtrooms. The Supreme
Court had given them a license to practice, so therefore this'individual, he could do a lot

of things to him, he could hold him in contempt...
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BS:  Youcouldn’t bar him from the...

MC: No...

TS:  That used to be fairly common.

(1:09:30) MC: Yeah, it was. So anyways, 1 was in there with Joe Gill to replace
Tom and somebody else. Twould say it was the third day, Joe said we had to go to trial
with a matter and it was a first-class Chicago type murder case, you know. So here [ am
on the third day...[laughs]

BS:  Third day in court?

TS:  Onthe third day...

MC: I'mtrying, well, along with Joe at the time. But, I caught onto the program real |

quick. And we had an interesting bit there.
BS:  Was that a pretty high iﬁteﬁsityjoffice‘?

MC: Sure, sure.
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BS:  Were you constantly...
TS: Oh yeah...

‘MC: There was a lot of murder after murder, after rape, after armed robbery, and going

this way along. So then I had to leave because the compensation was very poor.
BS: Ok...

MC: SoIthought I'd learned enough...

| TS How 10ﬁg?

MC: What?

TS: How long were ygl_x‘dthere?

(1:10:34) MC-: -About a year or 80...but I was, I was only int“e‘,reéted m tflying
cases. Sol did_, everyday. Andl, yo’ﬁ know. So it was a nice situation with Joe. Joe was
a old time éssiétani. He had been one of the ariginal public defenders m Cook County.
He had a distinguished record in the Second World War as a marine, and he’d been
around. He’s a former Chicago police officer. So he was a, he was a pretty good mentor.

And he gave me my reign, and he was willing to “Go ahead”...so I was trying these
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cases, and I tried anything that was there. I was ready to roll with it, and it was very nice
in Judge Cohen’s courtroom at that time. Judge Cohen wanted to handle a lot of cases,

and he was very organized. So Ienjoyed that part of it, we got along very well.
BS:  So did you always practice in front of Judge Cohen?

MC: There was another fella that came in there for a while, other judges. But basically
it was Judge Cohen that I was before, for the most part. But as I'say, I had to leave and

get on with my practice.
BS:  Right.

MC: SoIdid. And once I got on the street, so to speak, | found that there was plenty
of work; T had originally thought that I would.maybe get into the personal injury end of it.

There were just too many other things going. I picked up a lot of criminal work.

(1:12:29) TS: Had you done any criminal work before that?
- MC: Uh, yeali; Maybe one or two cases. But now I was able to get a lot of
' misdemeanor criminal stuff. Various bran'ches-,- which was very productive, which is the

thing that kept it moving every day.

BS: Was that in the time that...
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MC: And then I would pick up a more serious criminal case, which was even more
productive in some ways, but actually when you’re starting out in this business, in these
criminal ¢ases, you can pick up some serious criminal activity. But....cases.. .they’re
not...people don’t have the resources to pay them. You can get tied down with a murder
case here and there and it just isn’t able to be going to get much money out of it. And

you put a lot of time in on it, but you have to do it...
BS:  Yeah.

MC So ya do. And there isn’t much that you turn down. ‘But it’s, you know, you get
some batieries",{ ;ﬁd you know, run-of-the-mill misdemeanors; they wefé;%airly productive
because one or two appearances in court, you would get your retainer, and a few dollars
on it, and get on to the next case. So you gotta do these in volume, énd S0 you ga,t-around
it and you get to know a lot of people, and I had made a lot of contacts when I was on the
street as an adjuster with police officer‘éj;;d I had a lot of friends that were policé
officers. Sd you know, thoée individuals are often asked “So, do you know a lawyéf?”

You know...
(1:14:20) BS: Ok

MC: Almost, you know, somebody has a problem, they go and talk to their cousin, and *

he’s a police officer or something, and says “Why don’t you go see Mike Close?”
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BS: Ok
MC: SoIwas able to pick up a fair amount of business and inclined to think that 1

really wanted to get into the P.I business.
BS: Really? The private investigations?...

MC: ButIdidn’t have the time to be in the P.I business, Yeah, ‘cause I was just out
handling these things, and I was going to all parts of Cook County and Lake County and
into Will County and [ oiiet, trying cases all over the place: down to Indiana, up to
Wisconsin. [laughs] I was getting s0 to the point where I could hardly handle all these

things in the day, it’s like traveling around, you kné'w. And 1 obviously put é lot of

mileage on my car and it was an interesting time.

(1:15:31) BS: Were you working alone in private practice?
MC: Iwas. At that point, yes I was, because Ihad talked to ér couple of lawyers and ~
said “Look yoﬁ guys. .. - and in fact, some nice guys that arf; pré.cticiﬁg foday -andl
invited thg:m out to dinner, and Id say “Well, ok, look, wHy don’t you_Ieave that State’s”
Attorﬁey;s office and, we've got something going here...” And thk;:n' I'd say “weﬂ, let’s
talk about what kind of a deal we could work out...”, you know, and these were young
fellas, and they had different ideas, and my goodness, you know, I said “well no, I'm not

gonna do that...” [laughs] And what I got here right now, I says, “it would take me a
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while to build this up. Come on in, and I'll help ya out, an;i we’ll w-ork‘ this out.” Ididn’t
have too many takers in that direction, and maybe I was asking the wronrg guys, because
these guys had all done fairly well when they came out too, and they were running the
same kind of routine as I was, except it took them a little while longer, maybe, to get
going. But they were, after a while, basically in the sa_rﬁe situation that I was. Ienjoyed

that, it was good.

BS:  Now just to put a little bit of, little bit of context in the time period that we're

dealing with right now, this is now into the late sixties, right?
MC: Oh,itis.

BS:  Early seventies. To what extent did the, from your point of view, to what extent
did the other things that were happening-in society in the sixties affect your work in the

late sixties. 1 mean, were there, whether we're talking about more drug cases, or whether

there was something involving 1968 and the convention...Did that interact with your
practice athany time, or influence you at the time? Or was professional life pretty much

separate from what was going on politically?

MC: Well my life was obviously affected by what was happening in the City of

Chicago. I got some cases...

(1:17:51) 'TS: Did you pick up any Weathermen? 7
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MC: What?
TS:  Did you pick up any Weathermen?
BS:  Yeah, any Weathermen cases?

MC: No, not as such. [laughs] 1didn’t have any of the.. .well I had individuals that
were charged with rioting and other things, I don’t know that they were dyed-in-the
wool-hard-line rfanatics, I don’t think so. But I think there were caught up in the

’ excitement, those sort of things, yes. My brother-in-law was a Chicago police officer,
and they“';;d pictures of him using his night-stick and...all kinds Sf:fthings were going on.
You know, and the F.B.L }wvas‘ investigating these things, and they were out there,
interviewiﬁg these-police officeré under circumstances where these police officers felt
that they might ultimately be charged with something. You know, so you had a lot of
those. Irepreéénted a good numberof police officers over the years. Fo_rtunately,'they
make interesting ciignts, but they tend to want to run the show. And Inever Iéét acase in
which -I represented a police ﬁfﬂcer. And I represented a good number of thf;m.- Fedefal.
court indictments, and you know, and all these different. ..

[

TS: I'm going to have to leave. I hate to tear myself away.

MC:- Oh, ok,
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BS:  Let’s pause for a second.

(1:19:28) [break]

BS: Ok we're back with T udge. Michael Close and...Judge Close, about 1976, you
became a judge, and earlier in the interview, you mentioned the Regular Democratic;
Organization. For the purposes of the interview, for the purposes of the tape, can you just
briefly describe what was meant in Chicago at that time by the Regular Democratic

N

Organization, the committeemen, and the way power worked at that time?

=MC: Well, as I understood the structure of the Regular Democratic Organization in the

City of Chicago in the years around 1976, the organization was fairly powerful. That’s

an interestin;g Qord, maybe, with respect to mea‘nihg...whatrdo I mea;n;i;&-powmful? The
Democratic party controlied most of the offices in Cook_County. With very few
exceptioﬁs; they controlled basically everything in the city of Chi;zago. Republicans may
hav¢ had an alderman hefé or there, but that was no real consequence. All the povif.er was
Regulaf Democratic Organization, which filled those paﬁicﬁiar spots. Now, the mé_yor of
Chicago is supposédly a non-partisan individual, he doesn’t run as a Democrat or
Repubﬁcan, he runs for mayor. Which doesn’t really mean anything, The power is in the

Regular Democratic Organization, and structure as it existed at that time.
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BS: To some extent, this is what we mean by “The Machine”.
MC: Well yeah, the newspapers call it “The Machine”.
BS:  “The Machine” - the Regular Democratic Organization.

(1:21:43) MC: The newspapers may as well call the Republican Organization in
DuPage County “The Machine™ too. That organization is a...a lot of inbreeding over
there. A lot of individuals who are well connected with the Republican, the Regular
Republican 6rganization of DuPage County. So, what the newspapers call it doesn’t
really make a whole hecic'/of a lot of difference. I think that’s a ... think T got morc wits
with some of these newspapers-than the ff:llas that are reporting for it right now. Asa
practical matter. So, they have a way of latching on to these terms and continuing to use .. -
them. Uh, I think they were kind of attempting to denigrate the organization by calliné it
“The Machine”, but the Regular Demaocratic Partym the City of C_h__icago was very
successful in electing individuals that it sponsored to the various elective offices in
Chicago, Cook County, and indeed the State- of Illinois — so it’s a very powerful
c;rga:n.ization. .Now, if you’re going to seek to become a elected public official in Cook

- County, it’s a good idea to seek the‘éndorsement of the Regular Democratic

Organization, and that’s exactly what I did.

BS:  How did you go about that?
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MC: Before we get off the subject, I think that the Regular Democratic Organization is
often times maligned — unjustifiably so — making judges who are elected here in Cook

County seem like some sort of...lesser qualified than those who are sitting on the Federal
bench. Let me say this: as I see it, as it’s been my experience in life, and my observation

in life, that if anything, the federal judiciary is even more political than the state judiciary.
(1:24:16) BS: Ok

MC: Nobody’s gonna tell me that you don’t need a political sponsor to become a
Supreme Court judge — no question about it, thaf_s what we’re talking about at the
monr:r;int. And there’s an awful lot of political sponsorship inl,i;olved n becofning a
federal district court _judge, a judge on the Court of Appeals, or on the United. States
Suprem¢ Court. And those are all very much political appointees. So,.whether they taik
about this nonsense of merit selection of judges — which the newspapers are always
wanting to talk about: “we should have merit s@lectibn” - whatever thé heck that meansﬂ
when they say I-n-erit selectibn, that means they fit in with the newspaper- érowd in this
town. These newspapcrl%, éf course, are as political as you can get therf;sel.ves, aﬁd- my
experience, it always happens, the Hol]iriger press — the uh - that is, the Chicago Sun
Times — it’s gof enbugh of its own problems. But listen, those orgénizafioné, they oughta
be given a good hard look at themselves. But they want to turn around and see a merit
selection of judges, and they always refer to the fact that the federal judiciary is not

elected. That's the way they would like to see the State [laughs]...that’s about to happen.
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It’s gonna l;e as political as it is on the federal side. And the feder‘a]‘side is véry; very
political. Unless you get the ok from the powers that be, and the local Republican
Organization, when the Republicans control it, or the sponsorship and the assistance of
the Democrats, when the Democrats control the appointment of these federal judges,
you’re not gonna be sitting in the federal judiciary. They are very political. In fact,
they’re more political and more,. uh...subservient, if you will, to the whims of the

Demaocrat or Republican party.

BS: Let’s hold on for a second here; the recorder’s telling me we’re about out of time

for this particular file, so let’s pause for a second and see what we’re gonna do.

‘{end of part 1] (1:27:05)



Q:

All right, this is November --

CLOSE: 11th.

Q:

--— 11th, 2004. 1It's between -- it's about one thirty.

And, we're going to do part two of our interview with Judge
Michael Close. This is Bjorn [Capesson?] and I'm joined by
Chris D'Amato, to do part two of the interview. Thank you,
again, Judge Close, for coming back to meet with me. The
last thing we talked about on Tuesday was how judges are
chosen in Chicago, or more importantly, how judges were
chosen in Chicago in the 1970s, when you were first slated
to run for judge of Cook County. We talked a little bit
about the reqgular Democratic organization. Could you tell
us how you decided to run for judge in 1976, how that

opportunity came up?

CLOSE: Certainly. Well first with respect to your comment,

as distinguishing between (inaudible) presently are chosen,
run for office in Cook County, as opposed to how judges
were selected by the regular Democratic organization, in
1970. You have to understand, there's been a sea change in
operation, and the regular Democratic organization, has
been presently (inaudible) I would say call it, (inaudible)
it's probably the basis of the fact that these journalists,
reporters for these newspapers, are probably not all that

well-informed just, but the regular Democratic organization



is. A lot of these individuals that were rich in Chicago,
and don't fully understand or appreciate what this
organization is, what the regular Republican organization
is of Cook County, and the Republican and Democratic
organizations were, years ago, in this county. Presently,
the regular Democratic organization, of Cook County, a far
cry from when the regular Democratic organization was back
in the "70s, early ’"70s, particularly. At that time, the
mayor of Chicago was Richard J. Daley, and this man, I
believe, was a very decent human being. He was also,
besides being mayor, the chairman of the Democratic Central
Committee. The Democratic Central Committee consisted of
the board and committee of all 50 wards from the city of
Chicago, and the war committeemen of the various townships
throughout the county of Cook, outside the city of Chicago.
The Democratic Party within the city of Chicago was
historically much stronger in the core city, than it was in
the suburbs of Cook County. The various Democratic
committeemen are all elected, and even today they are
elected. They were elected at that time, and the
Republican committeemen were elected, and continued being
elected. So both on the Republican and Democratic side,
you had elected committeemen who were proponents of this

structure called the Democratic Central Committee.



Q:

Democratic Central Committee had a chairman at that time,
who was one that was elected, who was Richard J. Daley, and
they, a regular Democratic organization had a thing called
a slate making committee. Indeed, it still has a slate
making committee. The question is, or the situation is,
presently, that the Democratic Central Committee, you don't
have the mayor sitting as the chairman of the Democratic
Central Committee.

Right.

CLOSE: And why don't you have the mayor the same as the

chairman of the Democratic Central Committee? We can take
the word possibly, the present mayor of Chicago, Richard M.
Daley, who says he's not a boss. Currently, like Renko and
others, over the years, referred to his father as boss
often, for some reason, that (inaudible) the present mayor,
but at any rate, he has been able to disassociate himself
to a certain extent from (inaudible) and wields
considerable power in the city, there's no question about
that. The present chairman of the Democratic Central
Committee, i1if you can believe it, is a committeeman by the
name of, on the far north side of Chicago, by the name of
Thomas Lange, (inaudible) and Mr. Lange is a very nice man,
decent human being, but he has very little of the power

that was wielded by the Democratic Central Committee or the



chairman of the Democratic Central Committee at the time
that I was elected, and the (inaudible). Today, this
organization is in shambles, as a practical matter. We
have many powerful elected Republican officials in Chicago
who you would think might want to aspire and control
apparatus, and regular Democratic organization. In fact,
maybe they do to a certain extent control an apparatus, and
maybe Mr. Lange is, you know, another functionary within a
sort of several organization, and operating extent, a
remnant of the Democratic Party in Chicago. The Democratic
Party in Chicago just doesn't wield the type of power that
it once did. Today, a number of individuals filed
petitions to run for judges, county, and many of them are
elected without the support of the regular Democratic
organization, and they generally file as Democrats, so they
are nominally have members of the Democratic Party, and
they are elected. So you would say that most of these
judges presently elected in Cook County are Democrats. So
that they are members of the Democratic Party, at least
ostensibly, and so the Democratic Party controls so many
judicial positions. I think the newspapers and the media
do a disservice to the public in the way that they treat
these individuals who are elected, and somehow prescribe

some kind of a sinister organization that manipulates the



public, and puts these individuals into these positions. I
think that the people of Chicago freely elect these people.
The people of Cook County freely elect these judges, and
but these individuals are all getting invitations behind
the ballot, can be elected. And the time that I ran, of
course, the Democratic Party had, would you say, more
muscle, and maybe a more disciplined organization, as it
was structured, and many (inaudible) like committeemen in
Chicago were able to turn out a sizeable boat for all of
the candidates, including the judges who would appear at
the lower end of the ballot, both on the Republican and
Democratic sides, and so we all know that people vote for
new offices at the top of the ballot, and if you run in a
presidential year, you're going to have the President of
the United States running up top, and the available, open
spot for senator is next, and so on, and so forth down the
line. So all the bingo offices, so to speak, the ones that
people would nearly discuss, are at the top of the ballot.
The judicial wvacancies are the spots that are lower down,
at the bottom of the ballot. So there's less talk about
those particular individuals, and of course it may be
necessarily so because the public is concerned about the
races. The last contest between Kerry and Bush, and

clearly took up most of the space of radio and television.



Q:

Right.

CLOSE: Print media, and also the senatorial race, as a winner

Q:

got in line. There isn't a lot of attention paid to these
spots by the media. The media turns it around, and at the
last moment, turns around, and announces that they strongly
support this judge, or they strongly feel that this judge
ought to be replaced, or this individual's not the best
individual for the spot.

This comes down at the last minute before the election?

CLOSE: Sure, and I find it rather interesting that the media

has chosen to do this, and if you know how politics happens
in this town, or in any part of the United States, you know
that the federal judiciary, which the media think these
individuals have all been meritoriously selected by God
knows who, but we've got to know that the (inaudible) state
in which the individual is going to be appointed as a
federal district court judge is going to place the name
before the President of the United States, who's going to
present it to the United States, to the Senate, and they
will confirm this individual, or not confirm this
individual, depending on politics, or Washington at that
time, Democrats, and whether or not this individual was
pro-choice, or pro-life, all that other actions. But these

spots are much more political, and you turn around, and



allow the media to control this, I think, is absolutely
ridiculous. The point of the matter is, that what the
papers are telling you, what the radio and television are
telling you, is that the people are too stupid to elect the
wrong officials. You're telling me, you people are just
too damn dumb, of course they're not going to put it in
that particular language, but that effect is what they are
telling you. OK. They're saying you're too stupid to
know, elect him, and let us get (inaudible) like the group
here, and you'll have meritorious judges, and then who are
these committees? (laughter)

0Q: Right.

CLOSE: And tell me, and then they always refer to the, look
at our federal bench. Well I say take a good look at the
federal bench. OK, I'm going to look at it. 1It's all
political. And it's even more political. And it's even
easier to get in a federal bench, if you've got enough
political qualifications, than it is to get on even a state
judiciary, so much in my mind for marriage selection, or
appointive judges, I believe in appointive judges headlong.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: What you're doing is you're disenfranchising the
American public in this particular way, and I think that's

not good. It doesn't bode well for the American public.



At the time that I was slated, and I mean slated by the
regular Democratic organization, they had a slate of
candidates, and organizations historically have slated

particular individuals, to fill particular spots.

Q: Now how did that work, getting on the slate? How did they
go~?

CLOSE: Oh how does that work?

Q: Yes.

CLOSE: Well of course it doesn't hurt to know the individuals

that are able to get you on a slate, that is local
Democratic committeemen, in Chicago, public committeemen in
Chicago, and in Cook County, and they have an ability to
bring your credentials to the attention of the slate making
committee, and there's no question that some individuals
are better qualified than others, and oftentimes
individuals weren't better qualified, aren't slated.

That's happened all the way, the section, the (inaudible)
to the present day, and there are individuals that are
qualified to run for every office in the land of the United
States, going back to the origin of our political parties,
and those have political parties, and individual support of
slating candidates, of putting their names forward. This
is nothing new, and this is nothing unique in the city of

Chicago. All you have to do is take a ride out



(inaudible), and early Sunday and all that sort of thing,
and down and greet some folks out there, but they have
their own agendas, and they've been slating maybe for a

long, long time.

Q: Right.

CLOSE: So you know, it's appropriating, and throwing around
the name of the machine, you don't have -- you'll find it
better functioning machine as a practical matter, if that's
what you want to call it, and in the county, in Cook
County, there's a more Democratic handling of the situation
of slating candidates in the county, in DuPage County.

Q: Right.

CLOSE: And interestingly enough, I think democracy is winning

out to DuPage County because we have a situation where,
paying, I remember, the Supreme Court did a very, very --
the justices of the Illinois Supreme Court, a fellow by the
name of Bob Thomas, because name recognition ran against a
regular Republican in a Republican primary, DuPage County,
(inaudible), he played football. He played football for
the Chicago Bears. He plays (inaudible), Bears, and he was
able to run in DuPage County on the Republican ticket, the
primary, they slated a Republican candidate, and became a
circuit judge. Later ran for Appellate Court, in which

DuPage County was part, and became an Appellate Court



Q:

judge, and more recently, ran for a seat in the Illinois
Supreme Court, and is not an Illinois Supreme Court
justice.

OK.

CLOSE: So yeah, these things happened, and people say that

Q:

machines, and organizations are able to give candidates a
chance, but that's an example of an individual, that in my
estimation, was a very competent and qualified individual,
and chose to run, and be elected. I think the system that
we have, the people are able to elect these individuals as
preferable to some of the type (inaudible) who decides he'd
want to make somebody a federal district court judge here
in Chicago, and all of a sudden, it appears.

Yeah.

CLOSE: I did actually guess that if you take a good look at

10

the characters sitting in the federal district court judges
here in Chicago, a lot of nice people over there, but
really, how do they get to be where they're at? They did
it politically, and whether the shaping (inaudible),
announcements, they just were sitting there, and not only
the district court, but the Seventh Circuit appointees, and
(inaudible) was going to be placed, Justice [Winston?].

Right.



CLOSE: Patrick Bentley, the young gentleman from (inaudible),

Q:

resign or die shortly, instead going to be a big decision
in politics, and going to control it. So, when I ran in
1976, I went to the slate making committee, and they found
my credentials, and I was slated (inaudible) because I knew
certain individuals, and that all had a certain affect on
it.

Who were they?

CLOSE: I think that the regular Democratic organization

listens to people, and they attempt to put -- support the
piece of the slate of the candidates, and individuals that
they expect, to go out and compete effectively for the
nomination, and I was selling it, that slate. I ran for
judge. At that time, I only had to run within the
boundaries of the city of Chicago. So I ran in all 50
wards of the city of Chicago, and was elected.

OK. Doesn’t sound to me like your motivation for being a
judge was real heavily, politically motivated. I mean it
sounds just 1like, you know, look can you tell us what made

you decide to leave private practice, and be a judge?

CLOSE: Oh, I think that most lawyers, or a good number of
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them, aspire to be judges. 1I've been practicing out in the
street here city of Chicago, and I saw, like you said, I

was happy with, and a lot of things I wasn't so happy with,



and I don't particularly -- I always aspired to be a decent
judge at the bench, that is to fairly try these issues, and
express my view of what I believe to be right or wrong
based upon the long tradition, and I had seen individuals
at the bench who I thought were less than adequate, and I
thought I could do a lot better. A number of these are
individuals who I took a liking to as people, but I felt
they had a vacant seat, and that, to an extent, prompted
that. I seen all that, individuals that I thought were not
only less than adequate, but abrasive, obnoxious, sitting
on the bench, (inaudible). I did not appreciate that. I
remember a lot of individuals over the years, and I just
have felt that there was room for improvement. I wanted to
make a contribution probably because of service. I felt
that I had done a good job. I felt that I was up to and

adequate of (inaudible).

Q: Who was the individual, or individuals, who were your
connections at that --

CLOSE: My connections?

Q: If this is a good idea? (laughter)

CLOSE: Well sure.

Q: Was there anybody --

CLOSE: I don't have any problem with that. Ward committeemen

12

I talked with was Kelly, committeeman of the 47th ward, and



Mr. Kelly was a prominent Democratic committeeman on our
side of Chicago. He was at that time superintendent of
Chicago Park District. Mr. Kelly himself was not a lawyer.
He is an individual that I had known. As a matter of fact,
before he was in politics, I believe, seriously, I believe
I had probably been a member of 40-something, 40 Democratic
organizations. Well I know he was a member of that
organization, had been a committeeman. So I'd been
involved in Chicago politics for a long time, and I talked
to Mr. Kelly, and saw that I'd get slated. Well T
attempted to see that I got slated. Of course, the late
Mayor Daley at that time, I imagine, probably a good part,
had been in public relations, had asked the slate makers
not to slate anybody who was not okayed by Chicago Fire

Association. And the Chicago Fire Association had a

screening of the committee. Chicago Fire Association has
changed for the better over the years. I remember that
organization was -- well no, hard line, last reporting
organization.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: And believe you me, I met him once. But, over the

years 1t's changed, and has more of a cosmopolitan flavor,
I think, (inaudible) Protestant, (inaudible) organization.

Q: Political.

13



CLOSE: Exactly, and political organizations. And, so, the
mayor wanted this organization to basically slated to the
individual, to fill a spot before the Democratic
organization goes ahead and slates you. I think the mayor
saw that that organization was starting to not only change,
and it wasn't any longer a situation for them against us,
sort of thing, and it's common. I placed my credentials
before the Chicago Fire Association, except that all of a
sudden they found out, from a certain individual, that the
screening committee was being stacked against me, being
slated. (laughter) Or against me being given a
recommendation by the Fire Association.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: So that was kind of an interesting little sidebar
here, that we have. So I went to the Fire Association, and
ostensibly for all practical purposes, everybody there was
cordial, and they asked all the usual gquestions, and what
are you doing and so forth, and you gave long, usual
answers. And it wasn't just me, it was anybody else that
would appear before them. Now these individuals have a
hell of a lot of power. There was another individual at
this time, also a member of (inaudible) committee
organization, that allowed to be slated judge, and at that

time was an associate judge, and felt that he should get
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that spot. I didn't say this, but these things are,
(inaudible). So he had a lot of friends on the slate
making committee, or on the screening committee of Chicago
Fire Association.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: So, he had gone to work, and these individuals, these
confederates, these friends of his, and believe me, he's
very popular with the (inaudible), was able to persuade
them that the best way to screen them, to improve the
situation for southern fellow who wanted that, was fine,
and who wanted Mr. Kelly to endorse him, to the screening
committee -- to the slate making committee, of the

Democratic organization, would be to put in the black ball

on me.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: So I had an extensive experience, and practice a lot.
Q: OK.

CLOSE: I personally know I've tried more cases than this

individual, who was (inaudible), and I tried a lot of
losses.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: I know I have more extensive court experience than
this other fellow, but he had a lot of friends on the

screening committee because he had cultivated these
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Q:

individuals. I hadn't spent a lot of time cultivating
anybody, on the Chicago Fire Association.

Right.

CLOSE: I wasn't interested. This is an organization, because

Q:

I found it to be kind of a stuffed shirt organization, and
I wasn't particularly interested in that organization, at
that time. They were screening individuals, and didn't
necessarily (inaudible) Chicago Fire Association. So, an
individual, another adept sitting judge who was a very much
on the inside of the Chicago Fire Association, learned of
the (inaudible) of individuals to black ball me, and to
find me unqualified. And, he got (inaudible) he went to
his chambers, and he said, well you're going to be found
unqualified by these guys because they want so-and-so to
get that spot. That's the way it's going to happen. So he
said, where do you think we ought to go? And I said, well
I had to take that pretty terribly. (lLaughter) Not in
that organization, but that's how organizations operate,
and it's Jjust unfortunate. And I knew a number of those
individuals personally, and I found them to be pretty
despicable.

Right.

CLOSE: So, we contacted committeemen, and the other
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individual, this associate judge, they were not elected.



Q: Right.

CLOSE: One of the slating people was contacted by the
committee. So, the then sitting judge, myself, and
committeemen, and the associate judge, had a meeting later
in the afternoon and he wondered what was going on, and we
sat down over the 47th ward Democratic organization
headquarters.

Q: OK. Committeeman was Kelly, right?

CLOSE: Yeah.

0Q: Right.

CLOSE: So, Ed Kelly, myself, and the sitting judge, and an
associate judge, were together. Actually, the last one who
entered the room was the associate judge, and he walked in,
first thing he said, he said, Mike, I'm terribly sorry,
he's going tell me.

Q: Really.

CLOSE: And it was a confession, right out in the open, that
he had aspired to, and aspired so bad, and he wanted it so
strongly, that he had just gone over the top, over the
edge. He asked me to forgive him for being that, as a
human being.

Q: That's ridiculous.

CLOSE: Yeah, yeah. So I said, well, what are we going to do

17

about it? You've wired this name, so to speak, and the



committeemen turned around, they said, well they said
what's the right thing to do here? He said, look, you've
done this, and obviously as a committeeman that indicated
that I was going to slate or try to slate him for the
committee, and now as well you know, that if he gets the
affirmation of the Chicago Fire Association, then there's
no question that he'll be slated by the Democratic Central
Committee, and that's a given fact of the strength of the
committeemen.

Q: Yeah.

CLOSE: So that would happen. So the associate judge had
asked (inaudible) and colleagues here, because he had been
caught red-handed in this matter, and the fact that he knew
that there was no question he wanted a real confrontation
to where we could establish this, ought to be the case.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: That being it, he asked that the committee, told the
committeemen well I'm just sorry about the whole thing.
The committeemen turned to him, I think rightfully turned
around, and told him, you know you've got a lot of friends
over there, at the screening committee, and you've turned
in and you've worn this against the thing. He says, now
you're going to have to wear it forward, that is they're

going to find like qualified and so forth. And if you
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Q:

don't go, and if Mike is not following Chicago Fire
Association, then you have no chance in the future. You
can get out of this organization, and stay away from this
organization. You can do whatever you want to do, and I'll
never under any circumstance sponsor you, with the Central
Committee, and not only that, I will never under any
circumstances do anything to support you. And I will in a
letter to the committeemen, and see that you're
(inaudible), as far as I'm concerned.

Right.

CLOSE: Now that's gquite a statement.

Q:

It is, and it's from the guy who can make that happen.

CLOSE: Yeah, well not only that, but see this particular

Q:

associate judge had known the committeemen for a long time,
as had T.

OK.

CLOSE: Probably not as long as I had, but pretty near it, and

19

he was a very, very well-liked individual, both within
their organization. He had a lot of common friends, so at
that point in time, the committeemen expressed his
intentions in this area, and I will note that he could go
to these individuals, and change their mind. So that shows
you how client associations can get ahead, and it also

tells you something about the strength of Democratic



committeemen, it's got politics. I'm perfectly comfortable
having to be slated by the regular Democratic organization
of those days. I think it's a decent organization. I
think that they had good processes. I believe that
(inaudible) might have been in cases by the media, but more
or less, I was slated to run. I entered, I well know
running in this city of Chicago, I have the most important

regular Democratic organization, and received the

subordinates.

Q: Did you even have to play the Irish -- the ethnicity, the
Irish, or the, I went to Paul, you know, any of those kind
of things that would, you know, look --

CLOSE: I am aware of all the ethnic politics in the city of
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Chicago. 1I've seen it, and I'm no stranger to it, but at
the time that I ran, having now been slated by the regular
Democratic organization, knowing that I would run only in
the 50 wards inside the city of Chicago, that the apparatus
in place at that time for the Democratic organization was
stronger than it is today, I believe, and much more
organized, much more discipline, would be able to elect or
get out, get the vote out on my behalf, the public, the
people that got elected. So, I was comfortable with that.
I went out basically to conclude, my understanding of the

Democratic organization at that time, that there was no



Q:

need for me to spend my evenings running around one regular
Democratic organization to another, within the city of
Chicago, all 50 wards, talking to various precinct captains
under the duration of the meeting, called by the local
Democratic committeemen, urging them to go out and vote for
me. I thought that was not necessary, and on the basis of
my observations, the task, I concluded that there would be
no need for me to make those rounds, and I appeared before
none of the other 40 some organizations in Chicago, with
the exception of one, and that happened to be the 49th ward
organization, which is right here in this area.

Yeah.

CLOSE: And at that time, it was run by a committeeman by the
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name of Neil Harding, later become lieutenant governor, and
attorney general of the state of Illinois, who did not have
a long tenure as a Democratic committeeman, but at that
particular point in time, he was then the committeeman of
the 49th ward, and I just happen to be talking with Mr.
Kelly, the committeeman of the 47th ward, his office, and
the 4th ward once had the morning before the election, and
Neil Harding had come in, and was talking with Kelly and
myself, and told me that he was going back over this
organization, wanted to take his wife, with him, and his

car, and I could talk to his precinct captains to dissuade



him. But yeah, he said, no, no, come on over, and talk to
the folks over there, and I had no problem because he knew
a lot of people, a lot of his captains, his captains were
better needed.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: So I went over, and I said, guys we exchanged
pleasantries, and made oh, there he was, went over, and
left in about 45 minutes of talking, and all of a sudden,
we're at home. ©Now what (inaudible) thought the extent of

my political campaign.

Q: So about an hour worth of campaigning.

CLOSE: Well inside of the 47th ward, of course, they had
regular meetings. In fact, during the course of the
campaign there were other candidates. You know what's good

to me. As I was running a candidate for president, and so
forth, so not president appeared, but a lot of other
candidates for various offices. They all appeared in the
same, so I was not going to talk to, (inaudible) anybody
see the time, I knew all of the precinct captains, and a
need to turn around and get up and waste anybody's time on
speeches. These folks are there, going to go to polls,
going to encourage people to vote for me, and they did
that. On the other hand, I looked at the possibility of a

short campaign and I did it outside of the reqular
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Q:

Democratic organization, and believe that as long as I'm
running, I would talk to most people who may be of some
assistance, in this particular pattern. I'm Irish, I'm
first generation Irish-American, and I'm an Irish citizen,
and an American citizen. I'm an Irish citizen, (inaudible)
folks, we have folks with six children in this country.
They were illegals in the United States, and these children
were expected to be Irish.

Right.

CLOSE: Because they were not American citizens, (inaudible)
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illegals here, (inaudible) warrant for his arrest, might be
very skeptical of the time he entered the United States,
and he entered legally, through Canada, and previously been
in the United States legally, and taken my mother out of
the country illegally, caused her to be in a (inaudible).
They, at that time, the average court was so large, there
was no problem coming in. My father was in love with an
Irish (inaudible), just didn't let it coming in to New York
City, and was arrested and shipped back to (inaudible) so
wasn't particularly interested in doing that. So, I have
no real problem. I go out talking to Irish ethnic groups,
and currently the ethnic groups can be ultimately

(inaudible), Irish programs, various programs. I was



endorsed by various organizations, and I didn't see any
reason to go beyond that, at that particular time.

Q: Given that Chicago is the Irish here, and so Irish
Catholic, your father's situation, probably looked more

favorable for you.

CLOSE: Well, see I don't have an ethnic identifier.

Q: Right.

CLOSE: They see all they see.

0Q: Right.

CLOSE: You know, most people, and even today, lots of people

call themselves Irish, but here in Chicago, we've got names
like [Michael?] and Camille, like [Weyer?] and O’'Malley and
God knows what else, but those individuals that are, you
know, born here, and God knows how many generations between
them and now, but --

Q: But they (inaudible).

CLOSE: They haven't flinched in (inaudible), Irish ethnicity
is, as far as I'm concerned, Irish is right down.

Q: (laughter) But they wear the green, I'd say.

CLOSE: Oh yeah they all do. You know they all do. The have
certain announcements, but I'm proud of my heritage, and as
I say, I'm an Irish citizen, and I don't have any
preference (inaudible) people running around and

complaining. There's a guy, the hyphenated American, Irish
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this, and Irish-American. I don't have any problems with
that. Those are labels under people. You know, I am what
I am. I don't have any problem. I wouldn't deny my own
blood, I wouldn't deny my own parentage, that's what I am.
I have no problem with that. I've done by very well with
that. Outside, though, there's a lot of people who went
around that say, well OK, that definitely sounds like us,
and as a matter of fact I probably got a very good
(inaudible) because people were not aware of this,
including all those individuals that are oftentimes
referred to as mixed, those mixed don't know where it is
either, you know, they see it on a chalkboard, or on a
ballot or something, you know, and maybe that's good
because people going there, and a lot of big ones to vote,
and for whatever reason, I like the idea that you're able
to put for your people considered an adventure. It's a lot
better than a bunch of politicians, like maybe the late
governor, or former governor Thompson, other individuals,
and I'm not going to (inaudible) anything like that, but
he's got a lot to say about individuals presently sitting
on the bench, and they're going to get (inaudible) just
one, you know, that old thing. I don't know anybody who
didn't send you.

(laughter)



CLOSE: You got to be accepted by somebody.

Q: Right.

CLOSE: Well all those people are sent by somebody, that's the
reason that those individuals, get those individuals in
those particular spots. It just doesn't happen, actually.
But the thing is that the name is a good ballot piece
because it's not readily identifiable with anything.

Q: Yes, vyes.

CLOSE: So a lot of people vote against names when they see,
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you know, a lot of people in human nature have been
influenced, and it's not a good trait I don't think in
anybody to be against an individual just because of what
his name is. So he goes up there, and sees a name that's
readily identifiable, as George Bjorn. Let me say, he says
oh, Bjorn, I don't like Swedes, without even realizing he's
an Icelander, or you know, he says different Danes, or
anybody else, are the same. Like (inaudible) Finns are
actually Slavic, but it doesn't grasp this idea of thinking
of something, he just lumps everything together, and he
says I'm against the people for whatever. I think, well,
those people are much WASPs, and I don't like WASPs so
they're out, and that's certainly a strange name. There it
is, obviously Asian, I won't vote for anybody. Well these

are choices that people make, and are we going to say, well



they can't make those choices on those bases? Well I don't
think so. I don't think that it's good to turn around and
say, these people can't identify them particularly in a way
that we can't make choices. Other people turn around and
see a name, that's obviously like 0O'Malley, and we know
it's an Irish name. OK, now we know that all the Irish
will vote for O'Malley, I would say precinct. Not saying
every Irishman is going to vote for him. In fact a lot of
people that will vote for O'Malley, may have about 10%

Irish —-

END OF AUDIO FILE

CLOSE: -- because we're (inaudible). So, now guy goes in,

Q:

and he says, yeah, when you see a name like O'Malley, most
of the Irish people are going to vote for O'Malley. That's
a matter of fact. I think you can establish this.

Right.

CLOSE: OK. Well the next day, there's some guy by the name
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of [Polano?]. All right, and I'd say is identifiable as
(inaudible), so OK, a lot of people were saying, I don't
(inaudible) and say all kinds of other curse words, and say
whop, and all kinds of other things, say like mick, you
know, and the next one is a readily identifiable German

name, I'm going to say hey Kraut, and so forth. So they



don't vote for that guy, but what happens is, most of the
Irish vote for the Irish, most of the Italians vote for the
Italian name, most of the Germans vote for that guy, and
the Jewish names are very popular in large German areas,
and a lot of kind of Jews would vote for Jews, and Jews
would base it solely on their ethnicity, and the Jewish
names don't get most of the Jewish vote.

Q: They tell it from the name.

CLOSE: Right, they tell it from the name. You don't know,
they can vote for this guy, but they know that at least
he's one of their own, supposedly. Now, a lot of these
aren't because the guy, if you go down in line, there's
some guy by the name of Reilly, O’Reilly what the hell,
it's an Irish name. Can't get the Irish voting for this
black fellow, has an Irish name. And, I've even noticed
guys, and I know a particular individual changed his name
to Flanagan, and his name just slips me right now, but
there's a German, and he changed his name to Flanagan,
occurred on his ballot, so to be elected that way, he got a
lot of votes, but to get the contest with a lot of other
individuals, including a couple other Irish names, and so
on, the vote gets diluted.

Q: Yeah.

28



CLOSE: So 1f you watch what's happened, and he didn't get

Q:

elected, but he made every effort to do that. So, in some
ways you don't know exactly what you're guoting, but at
that end, so I don't think I really was going to get a lot
of ethnic Irish voting for me just because my name was
Close because they don't know that, but then see a lot
don't understand that. You know, they understood, don't
sound Irish, are very much Irish, especially names like,
well you take a name like Mullholland. Everybody knows
that Mullholland, Mulvane are Irish names, but don't
understand the fact that those names have been Irish for a
time, but those people moved through the Dutch area, and
the Mull is a prefix that basically, and Holland tells you
exactly where they came from, you know?

Yeah.

CLOSE: And Mulvane, and V-A-N, van, is also a Dutch prefix,

Q:

and you take a name like Mac O'Donney. D-0-N, and that's
right out of the Spanish, Don Juan, E1 Don.

Right.

CLOSE: And that's where that comes from, in the Irish
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(inaudible), so those are really basically Irish names.
And so we know that, all the Fitzgeralds, and that's the
French prefix that fits, and you know, John Fitzgerald

Kennedy, so those names, you've got to know and understand
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those things, that you find names like Deveroux, like
Duchene, like [Legrice?], like Dirah. Like all kinds --
these are common Irish names. Most are not Irish, and
certainly (inaudible) Irish in Chicago, and around, with
Irish names. So, it helps to have something that looks
like it is attractive to the larger number of people, and
that's why with the a lot of people running for office here
in Cook County, and the regular Democratic organization, as
strong as it was, so they're not able to control a lot of
the ballot as they were before, and I did distinguish
between the top and the bottom of the ballot, because a lot
of people would finish it. And, down there, these offices
only stress these points. So, all kinds of strange things
happening down there. We find that people are, as I say,
both for and against the things we're not going to
prescribe. We know now, and we've known for a long time,
if you've got an Irish name like Murphy, and you're running
for office, you'll get most of the Irish vote. You'll also
get the Italian vote. Italians always have a group in the
city of Chicago, because they have their own particular
cultural animosity, and you'll also get a lot of the Jewish
vote because i1if you're not running against a guy by the
name of Einstein, or something like that, with which

identifiable with Jewish, if you're out one-on-one with the
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Jewish vote, for Einstein, (inaudible) but if there's no
Einstein on the ballot, or anything that looks like that,
you're going to get that, no matter where the (inaudible)
is, you're going to get the Jewish vote. So you get the
Irish vote, you get the Italian vote, you get the Jewish
vote. So that's very handy. There are ethnic animosities
that exist between these other ethnic groups that don't
exist -- not an awful lot, to an extent against the Irish.
That's why a lot of these individuals are running
(inaudible). 1It's just a phenomenon that you see out
there, but that's basically why it happens, and today, I
would say that my chances in the Democratic primary, if I
had to endorse for the regular Democratic organization,
probably would be pretty good with a name like Close,
because as I say, there aren't a lot of people that are
going to vote against me because they dislike me on ethnic
grounds, and I am, and if they see the name up there, and
they see it Close, and I'm running against a guy by the
name of Alano, and they don't like Italians, they're going
to vote for me. If they are Italian, they're going to vote
for Alano, and if they're not an Italian, or, they don't
know, or anti-Italian, then I got a 50-50 shot anyway.

Victory by default.



CLOSE: So it's not a bad ethnic name today, and then I would
have the precinct captains of the regular Democratic
organization for what they might be worth today, and it's
certainly not as strong as they were in a time that I ran.
They'd be out working for me, so --

Q: Yeah.

CLOSE: So, you know, the regular Democratic organization
would be very helpful, and I have no reluctance to having
been endorsed by that organization, or slapped their
endorsement. Say that that's politics, and that's how it
happens in this city, and I'm been the beneficiary of it,
and God bless the late mayor, Richard J. Daley, and all the
regular Democratic organization the way it then existed.

Q: Yeah, let's take a -- OK we're back talking with Judge
Michael Close. This is Bjorn [Cappesson?], Chris D'Amato.
Let's move on to when you were elected to the bench, and
you worked in the criminal division starting in 1976. And,
what was it like -- can you briefly describe what it was
like in the criminal division, in the ’70s, what did you
encounter when you first got onto the bench, in criminal
division?

CLOSE: Well when I was first in criminal division at the end
of 1976, early 1977. The presenting judge of the criminal

division, Judge Richard Fitzgerald, decided to employ a
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fast track set of courtrooms consistent with four
courtrooms of which individuals charged with violent
felonies would be fast tracked, that is, the decision was
made to set up four courtrooms within the criminal
division, that would hear only cases which individuals
charged with serious, violent felonies would be tried
expeditiously with respect to those offenses, and that they
would have to qualify to be on that qualm by having had
previous violent criminal histories, and that they would
have had to been sentenced at least twice before to
incarceration in the Elmira, or other simpler departments
of corrections within the United States, to gqualify them to
be on that particular call. So as a result of that, what
had been holding back some of the dispositions within the
criminal division, was that many judges would have these
individuals, on their call within the criminal division,
and they were starting to clog up their calls because these
individual cases, the defendants were not willing to
negotiate pleas, and move the call along possibly, but
would hold out for protracted trials, and in that way, the
presiding judge felt that by assigning him to these four
courtrooms, that those judges would day in and day out be
trying. It was only a criminal trials, and --

And this is the recidivist call?



CLOSE: Because the defendants weren't inclined to plead

guilty.
Q: This is what you called the recidivist call?
CLOSE: This was the recidivist call, and I had very, very,
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very few pleas of guilty. Most of the individuals on this
call were found guilty by juries. It was the only way to
move the call. It was understood what was going on here,
by quote the court, the prosecution, and the defense, that
the defendant's attorney, obviously, was trying to prep the
(inaudible) the client's cause, but the situation was such
that if he were attempted to negotiate a plea, the court
would come back with a recommendation for some considerable
period of incarceration, but in time the particular
defendant was willing to plea. Now, the defendants could
possibly be offered 20 to 30 years, and appropriately so,
to the particular charge, and maybe even considerably more
time than that, and most criminal defendants who have been
on the system for any period of time, they have an
understanding of exactly what is facing them, that's going
to happen once they go into the Department of Corrections
prison, and they are going to do everything they possibly
can to not get there. One thing being, going to a jury
trial, and walking out with a jury finding not guilty,

which is oftentimes pretty remote, and in many of these
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cases, many of these defendants are not the brightest
individuals in the world. They've confederates, and all
kinds of people blabbing, and telling stories on them, and
they are deep, deep, deep into the mire of the whole thing.
There's a lot of evidence stacked up against them, but
they're hoping against hope that maybe a jury will cut
things lose. But it doesn’t happen very often. So, with
that being the case, they still want to go to trial. So we
went to trial, and there was a combination of these
individuals, and we had a very, very busy trial calendar.

I was trying at that time case, after case, after case, and
oftentimes, I was trying two cases at the same time, maybe
three cases at the same time, if recessing one, continue
with the other, and having more than one or two juries, and
possibly three juries, going in at one time, was -- it was
a very, very heavy schedule. I started early in the
morning, and then I went late into the afternoon or the
evening, and the jury's out. You know, in the early
morning, late at night, the juries were considering
verdicts while other cases were being tried, the jury room
was being occupied, and sometimes have two jury rooms for
deliberations, and at the same time, I was trying another
case --

Was the jury in the room while you had a trial going?



CLOSE: Right. I had to borrow another judge's jury room in
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order to have juries deliberating in other jury rooms. At
the time, I was trying a case to another jury room. This
went on at all hours, oftentimes, those juries would
deliberate seven, or eight, nine o'clock at night, before
you were sent to a hotel to be sequestered, and I returned
the next morning, at nine o'clock, and the jury room
continued deliberating. At times, the jury was out at a
hotel, maybe at five o'clock, six o'clock in the evening,
have them fed, and allowed to deliberate until ten thirty,
or eleven o'clock at night, then retire in the evening, and
then to return to the jury room after they were at
breakfast in the hotel, and commence -- recommence
deliberations at nine, nine thirty in the morning in the
jury room. I preferred these juries continue to deliberate
without interruption, day after day, including Saturday and
Sunday if necessary, and over the holidays. Like as I see
in this Peterson case, where now the judge allowed the
sequestered jurors not to deliberate for two days over the
weekend last weekend, and now he's allowing them not to
deliberate because of Veteran's Day. So these things
didn't happen. I'd have juries come back maybe at nine
thirty, ten o'clock at night, and go down from my home, to

the courthouse, and take (inaudible) maybe eleven thirty at
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night, just the jury, and continue on the next day with
another Jjury trial. So, it was a very heavy schedule, and
was accomplishing the desired effect of the presiding
judge, Judge Richard Fitzgerald, who initiated this system
after having taken a look at similar programs in Boston,
Massachusetts, where likewise, been successful, and it did
help in reducing many cases that were clogging up calendars
in the criminal court, thereby freeing up a lot of other
judges to continue to dispose of cases by bench trials, and
pleas of guilty. I had very few bench trials in the state,
bench trials, and cases the defendant surrenders his right
to a trial by jury, and waves that. Says I'd rather have
the court hear the case. I feel that my case would be
better postured before a judge sitting without a Jjury, and
people often do that because they feel, and lawyers often
feel that the legal questions that are resolved would
better be decided by a judge, than any of the emotional
factors involved in the case, presented to a jury, possibly
cause that jury to find a client guilty, whereas a judge
looking at the facts in a case would probably be in a
position, a better position, to find this client not
guilty, and that's why they do that.

OK.



CLOSE: SO there's a distinction between a jury trial, bench

Q:

trial, and that's what it is. So it had the desired
effect. It did significantly free up those other
courtrooms, and reduced the number of cases. In the
criminal division, that as I say, we're slowing it down.
About 1983, I had been this recidivist call, incidentally,
it was being held at 1340 South Michigan Avenue, in a
building that had been acquired by the county, and
outfitted with courtrooms, and four of the courtrooms
inside of that building were appropriated by the criminal
division, for specifically a recidivist call, and I shared
that recidivist call at that location. And about 1983, the
recidivist call, having accomplished what the presiding
judge had intended to, and the remodeling at 26th Street,
having been accomplished so as to enlarge the number of
courtrooms at that facility. The recidivist call has been
existed, expanded, and I was given a regular call within
the criminal division.

OK.

CLOSE: There weren't enough courtrooms at that time, in 2060
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California, to move all of the courtrooms that were then in
2060 California, or 13th of Michigan, 226, to California,
and the presenting judge asked me if I would mind a

hearing, a criminal division case, at another location,



that being Skokie, Illinois, a courthouse which had
recently been completed, and there were four courtrooms in
that building, which were used by the criminal division, to
hear criminal cases. The cases assigned to him, he had
Skokie, we're all Chicago criminal cases, Chicago
(inaudible) cases, and the general variety of ordinary
cases, on the ordinary call, much the same as any call in
2060 California. I sat at that location for a number of
years, and there were, of course, assignments that was in
the criminal division, various judges for any number of
reasons, felt that they would like to move from one
location or another of the courtroom from 2060 California,
to another courtroom, and these accommodations were very --
was a judge at 2060 California who wanted to move to a
Skokie location because it was closer to his home. So, he
asked me if I had any problem with the changed courtroom,
in that locality. Skokie to 2060 California, and I had to
(inaudible), so I then went back to, or went over to 2060
California, and that court house for some time too.

Q: What year did he move back to 2060 --

CLOSE: I can't give you an exact figure, I'd have to -- but
late "80s, or so. And I said 2060 California, about 1992,
and I left there about two years basically, and either in

the first division. I tell you, call it the domestic
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relationship, and a first district criminal division, which
is a (inaudible) was ailing at the time. I just didn't
want to be all the way down to 2060 California,

(inaudible), daily.

Q: Right.

CLOSE: So that's basically my where my assignments had gone.

Q: Well there were a few cases that came up during the course
of your career that we wanted to talk about, not -- mostly

because of how you could reflect on particular issues of
the law, and your career through them. One of them was one
involving a young man named Billy Graves, and we talked
about it before, and we don't have a lot of the details on
it, but it was a case where somebody who was a judge by a
psychiatrist, be recommended as an inpatient patient ended
up in the justice system, and I was wondering if you could
expand on any of your feelings, or any of your opinions on
how people with mental illness have been treated by
justices as you've seen it in Cook County, and any other
specific instances you might think of, that do come to

mind, that illustrate your opinions on that?

CLOSE: I have at this point more specific recollection, the
defendant.

Q: Graves.

CLOSE: Graves. Is that Billy Graves, his name?

40



Q:

Billy Graves, yeah.

CLOSE: I'm unable to recollect specifically that case at this
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time, but I count this as a case as thousands upon
thousands of cases, and a large number of them,
dispositions, I dispositioned a criminal division are
available for your perusal, and the records of the criminal
division of the Second Court of Cook County. When I left
the recidivist call -- when I was at a recidivist call, the
number of dispositions I had annually, I believe, were very
large given the fact that almost every case went to the
jury as well. I was constantly in trial. Many cases I
disposed were pleas of guilty, in most cases, pleas of
(inaudible) greater number of cases. So when I looked at
that, that section, or recidivist call within t he
division, and I had a regular call in the criminal
division. I believe I had probably if not the highest, the
next highest number of dispositions in the criminal
division, and that was my effect that I had many, many
trials, and a good number of pleas were guilty. I would
listen to the actual situation, I used to be the
prosecution told me (inaudible), case. And that's how most
of those cases were resolved. Now, with that going on, I
have no particular recollection of many, many of these

cases, unless for some reason I could see the material and
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reflect on it, and I'm sure that my recollections would
come back in many of these cases, but specifically with
respect to Billy Graves, I don't -- however, I've seen many
individuals when they come into the justice system in Cook
County, and I see this as judge him as a lawyer, and as a
prosecutor, and as a defense lawyer. Many of these
individuals are poor souls in every sense of the word.
There's a lot of questions in my mind as to whether or not
many of them really belong in the criminal justice system,
and being dealt with as they are, should appropriately be
dealt with in institutions, and other programs, outside of
Department of Corrections, or possibly even outside of
institutionalization within the Department of Mental
Health. The Department of Mental Health is a budget
(inaudible) and so they examine sometimes, it's strength,
Medicaid, they like to say in the state, they are set the
Department of Mental Health, and they need mental
treatment, but there are certain parameters in which they
can be institutionalized within the Department of Mental
Health, against their wealth. The United States Supreme
Court is (inaudible) to others, and you can't really hold
them. So, I can walk you in, medically, and say well, this
individual is being medicated, I believe, right now he

isn’t in contact with reality, and then I turned around and



said, well OK doc, I believe for that, you can't restrain
him, you can't keep him in there. So this is -- I'm fine

about how individuals that are in need of (inaudible).

Q: Yeah.

CLOSE: The psychiatrists say, well if the individual's acting
appropriately, and have come to see that acting
appropriately in society means I'm not hitting you over the
head, bouncing a bat against your skull. Otherwise, I'm
not bothering anybody. Again, I picked the program thing,
but I meant be (inaudible).

Q: right.

CLOSE: And I act appropriately, and I'm not being aggressive
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or offensive. We say that so that individuals are often
involuntarily admitted to the corrections to speak, take
them to something like the (inaudible) center for a few
hours, and pushing by a doctor, and entered by a judge, and
the judge with the basics of the psychiatrists'
recommendations, says this is OK, acting appropriately, so
to speak, he's not a threat to himself, or others, but at
the moment, so long as he takes his medication. And so
they get the medications, as three. Now there's all kinds
of mental illnesses. Some fellow thinks he's the King of
Siam, you know, he's very happy being the King of Siam.

He's not so happy walking around on the street, with a full



Q:

bag, dealing with the reality that he's unemployed, that
people are picking on him, that he hasn't got much money,
that his prospects for getting a job aren't very good. He
doesn't like working over there at that restaurant where
he's washing dishes, cleaning up after people. This is not
his idea of what he wants to do in life. He's got a
halfway decent education, and he's not happy.

Yeah.

CLOSE: So you know, he just falls back in, and he's not

Q:

taking his medication after all that, and now he's sitting
over the corner, and he's quite content living in this
whole new world. He's not being medicated, so he becomes a
victim of many kinds of people that prey on him. Part of
mental health is, it's the social workers, they say OK
we're going to get you an apartment here on Kenmore and
Winthrop. As a matter of fact, this is the (inaudible).

Yeah.

CLOSE: And they take Suzie and Johnny and so on, and so forth
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over there, because Suzie's sister Tillie lives in Park
Ridge. Tillie's a very nice woman, but she's had Suzie
over there, with her, on many occasions in the past, but
her husband George says that Tillie is -- or Suzie isn't
coming back in this house again or I'm leaving. So now,

Suzie hasn't got anybody that's going to take her in. As a



Q:

practical matter, that's something you got to deal with,
particularly in the city of Chicago. So Suzie is housed
over here in Kenmore, Winthrop, between the Lawrences, and
[Depot?]. The area's getting smaller and smaller.
Geographically, it used to go all the way down to Irving
Park, but now rehab at the end of that, and all kinds of
(inaudible) that come in, and knock buildings down, and
we're having three (inaudible) that used to be used at that
end to house these people, and have it towards them --

Much more concentrated.

CLOSE: And they're much more concentrated, so she's up there.

Suzie is now in an apartment. State is paying some of the
money, and she's getting on, and she's getting by, and she
gets her money, and her next door neighbors, the Department
of Corrections, i1s wants the social services Department of

Corrections --

END OF AUDIO FILE

CLOSE: -— to go get assistance, and this guy's been a misfit
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for a long time, and he hasn't been able to fit in since he
was in the sandbox, you know. As a youngster, he was
taking advantage of other individuals before he got to
Kindergarten. He is a social misfit. So, he just had a

Department of Corrections, and they don't want him anymore



Q:

over at the projects. So they got moved to the projects
now. They don't want those types in the projects, so he
can't even live in Cabrini-Green with his --

Right.

CLOSE: -— with other folks that he grew up with, because just

Q:

say we've got a high level of violence around here. Of
course, he's reformed, and he's to everybody, including a
safer foundation, and a social worker, that yep, I just
need a leg up, and so he's on the rolls of public
assistance, and he's living over there on Kenmore, because
he can't find anything else in Chicago, where they can dump
these people, and that's what happens.

Right.

CLOSE: And they've got individuals from all kinds of halfway
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houses, struck out, or is notably in the area around
[Folsom?] and [Lawson?] Avenue, just loves to have all
these characters, if they all vote for her, but she doesn't
want any of the hard working individuals that get up early
in the morning, and work all day, and make a regular
income, because those people basically don't want her as
their alderman. Or the more affluent individuals, they're
buying into the area, that just are anxious to get rid of
her, but she still hangs on, and these poor unfortunates

are the ones that (inaudible). What happens to Suzie is



that this character that recently, the Department of
Corrections, he still hasn't been able to behave as a safe
(inaudible) since the sandbox, and he turns around, and he
lugs Suzie, and takes her money, rapes her, because she's
easy. She's not very aggressive, and she is (inaudible),
and when the police come around, and get a report of this
thing, (inaudible), Department of Corrections a number of
times. They haven't -- the state's attorney for Cook
County, so well the (inaudible), and they have the new
section seeing some business cases, going to end up with a

criminal, and these aren't going to be able to make much of

a case out of it, so they don't get a charge. So nobody's
(inaudible). So, this thing continues on. This is
unfortunate.

Q: I think that --

CLOSE: But that's the beginning of it, the criminal justice
system.

Q: And in your disposition, this Billy Graves case that you've
had so many, you can't even recall specifically --

CLOSE: Well, well what I'm saying is that this is outside of
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the actual structure of the courts. This is how it's being
dealt with by the criminal justice system and the Chicago
Police Department. First of all, the Chicago Police

Department is not interested in having any more murders



Q:

than has occurred, or you know any more crimes, because
they all want to keep crime down. The worst part about
that part of the system is that you've the fox being asked
to keep stats on what's happening at the hen house, you
know, because hey this is absolutely absurd, but that's how
it happens in Chicago. They turn around. They ask the
police department how many murders are here in Chicago?
Well we expect this police department to turn around, and
say ah. They're certainly not going to overstate, right?

Yeah.

CLOSE: Number one. Number two, why call it a murder unless
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it really is a murder. Now you've got everybody in the
system looking at the stats. First of all you've got a
neighborhood district commander who's in charge of law and
order in the neighborhood, and oh listen, he doesn't -- the
lower crime is, the better he looks. So, a lot of things
aren't passed off as a criminal act, and well don't make it
something there it isn't. If some guy's mugged over here
at Devana and Polena, and he's 87 years old, and he looks
like he may have fell down and hit his head when they took
him up to St. Francis Hospital, and he died, and OK, well
he could've been mugged. Looked like he was mugged, his
pockets were turned out, and he didn't have any

identification on him because his wallet was gone. So his



relatives say, well he left with a wallet. Could've lost
that in the alley. He could've dropped it. He's an old 87
year old guy you know. He had some bruises around the
head. Well what happened? What happened in the city of
Chicago, I'm anxious to see how he handled this thing,
because it happened over at Devana Avenue, a short distance
from where we're at right now, and it happened yesterday.
Well, as a practical matter, that probably in my estimation
won't go down as a murder unless somebody walks into the
police station, and says, hey, I want to confess.

Q: I murdered this guy.

CLOSE: I just whacked this guy. Hit him a little too hard
when I took his wallet. That don't happen. So in the real
world, what happens? Well we know it might have been the
mugging, but no let's not call it a mugging unless we can
clearly establish it to be that. So because a man did die,
and it was a forceful felony, so there was a thing called a
phony murder.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: So if an individual is killed in the course of a
commission of a felony, it's a murder.

Q: OK.

CLOSE: Sometimes, murder one. So, fellow's dead, we know

that, we know he had some terrible bruises, but let's not
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speculate on what happened over here. OK, these things
just happen. Believe me in this system, the worst thing in
the world is to have the police department make these
assessments as to how many people are being murdered and
killed in the city of Chicago, or a lot of other crimes, a
lot of crimes where you actually get an armed robbery, and
plain down to plain simple robberies. And then a lot of
criminal felony assaults and batteries on the street, which
aren't felonies, are categorized as misdemeanors, and
called complained assaults and battery. And so criminal
activities kept down in that particular way, and it's cut
down by the people that can benefit most by it, in a
bureaucracy which we live, and that's the police
department. I'm not anti-police, this is just my
observation, and I think if you take a good, hard look at
it, you'd come to the same conclusion.

Q: Summarizing, back in '85, you said in your disposition, you
said I regret that I have to send this to this person,
because the mentally 111 fall through the cracks, and
here's the cracks, and you're speaking of, they fall
through before they even get to your courtroom.

CLOSE: Yeah well let's just take a case where an individual
was charged with criminal conduct, and the individual is in

fact a criminal type, so to speak. He'd gone out there,
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and he went pretty hard armed robbery. He's charged with
armed robbery. OK, fine. What does the criminal justice
system do to somebody who is in fact mentally il11? Well,
being mentally ill in the medical side, and being medically
ill or criminally responsible or medically ill is always a
different thing on the criminal side. On the criminal
side, we only recognize a situation which an individual is
criminally responsible for his conduct. We go back to a
thing called (inaudible), it's an old English case, and we
say that an individual is criminally responsible for his
conduct unless certain conditions exist, and it's called
criminal insanity, basically. Unless he's criminally
insane, an individual may be in a medical -- medical
doesn't use the word insanity. They like (inaudible) the
term mentally i1l, and there's various types of mental
illness, and people are psychotic, or not psychotic. They
have mental problems, and they, on the criminal side, on
the legal side, we say that the individual is accountable
for his conduct unless we can see he was criminally insane,
and you know we would've recognized those people who were
previously found to be criminally insane, under the old
thing called the (inaudible), which is a carry over from

the old English common law, and that is the individual has



no understanding of right or wrong. He just appreciates
the distinction.

Q: Right.

CLOSE: And there are people on the streets right now, who
don't understand the distinction, of basic right and wrong.
Pull the trigger, hit you over the head. I shouldn't do
these things. That I shouldn't steal your property. That
I shouldn't do this, before that. They just can't
determine the distinguishing point right or wrong. Well,
let's see, will that be a relatively small proportion of
the population. 1Indeed that's true, it is relatively
small. Then, there came years later, as common law
developed, and as courts made these decisions, we adopted
the common law from England until it became an independent
country, and then our common law continued along the
statutory wire. We also developed here in America another,
and I don't remember the date, likewise, (inaudible),
controlling. Here in the United States, it's been
variously described as the Durham rule, D-U-R-H-A-M, also
known as the irresistible impulse, also known as many other
names put on it, but basically it is an addition to being
able to distinguish between right and wrong, but we find
that an individual is capable of distinguishing between

right and wrong, he still may be criminally insane, if --
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although he can distinguish between right and wrong, he is

unable to conform his conduct through requirement of law --

END OF FILE
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