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To The Voters of Henderson, Mercer and Rock Island Countues.

The \soters of Mercer, Henderson and
Rock Island counties will soon be re-
quired to decide a question of great im-
portnnce to their interests.

The Railroad System is making rapid
strides in this,. as well asin other coun-
tries ; and so profitable has it proved to
Farmers and Capitalists, that charters
are everywhere sought for; and to such
an extent is it carried, that a very just
alarm is being felt, from the fear of over-
doing the matter.

This Road claims your attention,

FirsT:—Upon the general advantag:; )

of all others, Tor, by its connection

with other Roads, it becomes part of the:

great system of rapid intercourge with the
East and South, whereby much time and
expense is saved ; Railroad speed being
from 30 to 50 miles per hour, at a cost
of about two cents per passenger or ton
per mile, whereas stago or wagon trans-
portation is from 4 to 7 miles at an ex-
pense of six cents per mile—and steam
boat, from 6 to 15 miles per hour.

Then again, the nearer Railroads (rom
the East have approached the Mississip-
pi river, the higher has become the price

of Farm productions.
Tvery Farmer who has llved in this

gection ten years, must have observed the
increased tendency to high prices, dur-
ing the latter part of this period ; and the
more active demand for his productions.

Why should corn be worth sixty cents
at Chicago and twenty-five on the Upper
Mississippi ? and wheat $1.20 at the one
place and 60 to 80 cents at the other?
It would only cost from 12 to 16 cents
to carry either of them to Chicago by
Railroad. Consequently, with your Eas-
tern Roads completed, the price of every
article produced by you must rise.

Now, what is the peculiar object and
design of the Warsaw and Rockfox
Railroad ? Itis, '

Finst—To give you a market at Saint
Louis and New Orleans, to compete with
the Chicago market. :

Already do we find prices at St. Louis
equalling those of Chicago; whereas,
while St. Louis, from the want of a com-
peting market, was flooded with produce
from the Illinois, Mississippi and Mis
souri rivers, prices were invariably low.

SeconpLy—As the ice and etjuinoctial
storms virtually close the Lake naviga-
tion, much sooner than the Mississippi,
this Road gives you a longer water com-
munication from Warsaw down.

Tamory—Citizens of Missouri have
organized a company to connect by Rail-
road a point opposite Warsaw with St.
Louis, and the work on a portion, has
been commenced. From St. Louis there
ig water communication southwardly at

all seasons.
By our Road, then, at all times, wheth-
er it be winter or summer, high or low
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Merchant can cheaply and rapidly send
his produce to marlket.

The price of your productions will on-
ly differ from their value in St. Louis, by
the cost of transportation and sale—and
the chances of getting to market and its
value at a future day, will not enter into
the Merchant’s calculation—thereby will
grow up a solid, substantial and not that
speculative business, by which some
Farmers, as well as Merchants, have
heretofore been ruined.

It is the Farmer who has been paying
thie imuiense cost of crossing the Lower
and Upper Rapids. Ile Las been pay-
ing it, in the lower price of his grain,
and the higher price of his salt, sugar,
iron and other merchandize. From one
dollar to one dollar and thirty cents per
hundred pounds, is now the freight on
goods coming over these Rapids. This,
the Merchant in the first instance pays,
and then to make a living, he must charge
it to you.

But to any argument here advanced
you may answer, that you are afraid of
taxation, and that your are paying high
enough taxes already. To this we reply,
that wo are placing the means in your
hands to pay your taxes more readily
than ever—

water on the Rapids, the Farmer and the | look at the matter. For they have nine

Railroads built or in progress, to traverse
the State from east to west. and six from
north to south ; and nearly cvery county
in the State has taken stock.

The counties in Kentucky end Ten-
nessee, are taking from one to three h_un-
dred thousand dollars, and your younger
sister, Iowa, is determined to keep pace
with them, and $200,000 in-a single Road
is voted with great unanimity. Missouri
is waking up, and her counties have even
voted to raise their whole subscription
(not the interest only) by taxation.

You are now offered a Road running
to Rockford and to Fon du Lac, crossing
in its route the Galena and Chicago, the
Lyons and Fulton City, the Rock Island
and La Salle, the Oquawka and Peoria,
the Warsaw and La Fayette; and con-
necting with the North Missouri, the
Iron Mountain and the Great Pacific, -
whether it starts from St. Louis. Rock Is- -
land, Fulton City, or any other probable
point.

With the view of relieving the coun-
ties from raising in the first instance by
taxation, the iaterest on their Bonds,
which it is believed, would only have to be/
refunded to the County Treasury, by the
dividends on the Road, the Directors
have requested me to make known to you
the following resolutions passed by them

First—By the higher price your pro-
duce brings under the Railroad System.

Seconp—By the cheaper price at which
you can obtain goods. :

Tuirp— By ‘adding to the taxable pro-
perty of your county—the Road itsell,
being taxable up to its value—and by in-
creasing emigration and the improvement
of lands, which f(ollow, enlarging the
area of taxable ‘property. You are re-
quired to subscribe onethird the cost of
the Road. By taking $100,000 in stocks
yourselves, foreign capital is then con-
tributed tothe extent of $200,000. You
thereby add $200,000 to the taxable pro-
perty of your county, A large portion
of the subscription is expended within
your limits, and adds so much to the ge-
neral wealth of the inhabitants.

But suppose for a moment your taxes
were increased. Do you not tax your-
selves to make 'your ordinary farm and
market roads, because they are of an ad-
vantage to you? Then why would you
not be willing to tax yourselves and non-
residents for a Railroad, which gives you
much cheaper transportation fid a high-
er market; your corn being nearly
doubled in value, and your wheat en-
hanced at least twenty per cent. For in-
stance, if a man has 1000 bushels of
corn, worth now 20 cents or $200, and
can get with a Railroad 35 cents or §350,
he surely can afford to pay five or ten

on the 18th inst.

*“Resolved, That this Company will pay
the interest on all County and City
Bonds subscribed and paid into this Com-
pany, until the Road is completed and in
running order.”

¢ Resolved, That the fundsderived from
the county subscriptions to this Road,
shall be expended within the limits of the
county making such subscriptions.”

These resolutions refer only to the Di-
vision of the Road between Warsaw
and Port Byron, and they are obligatoxy
‘between you and the Company as your
endorsers to the full extent of the respon-
sihility of the Company.

‘ever has a Road’been brought before
the public with such favorable offers on
the part of the Company, or with better
promise of advantagoe to the farmer.—
Whether it runs close to your door, or is
twenty miles off; it still presents these ad-
vantages in a greater or less degree.

Be not, tharefore, selfish, but afford v©
your neighbor all the benefits you your-
sell wonld ask, wern yon in his pacidou.

Vote for the County to take stock, and
let every friend of the Road consider
himself one of the Commitiee to attéid
the polls the entire day, and urge tha syl
ject upon the people.

W. H. ROOSEVELT,

President of the Warsaw and Rock-
ford Railroad Company,

dollars additional taxes.
In this light do the farmers in Ohie

-l
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Dated Oet, 27, 1868,
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