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SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS,
Third Division—April Term, 1859.

vs.
JOHN G. DOUGLASS.
DEFENDANT'S POINTS AND AUTHORITIES.

JAMES W. GARFIELD, }

1st. The execution of the note introduced in evidence was proved, as
ds well by the admission of Garfield, as by other testimony. The bill of
exceptions does not contain, or purport to contain, all the evidence in the
case.

2d. There was no alteration of said note in a material part, or in any
other manner. The words, “ At the !Bank of Heman Baldwin,” were
written on the margin of the note, below the signature of the same, pre-
senting no appearance of constitutiug a part of the note, and could have
been cut off without affecting the note in any manner. They were in-
tended merely as a memorandum, to remind the holder of the note, of the’
place in La Salle to which he could send it for collection.

3d. The evidence of Jenkins was properly received. It did not contra-
dict a record, but merely proved such record to have been altered, It
cannot be doubted that anything produced as a record may be shown to be
forged or altered; if it were not so, great mischief might arise. A record’
is conclusive evidence, but what is, or is not a record is matter of evidence,’
and may be proved like other facts, otherwise there would be no remedy.”
Brier vs. Woodburry, 1 Pickering Reports, 367.

The statement of Jenkins was not the only evidence as to the alteration.
The bill of exceptions does not purport to include all the evidence.

4th. The instruction given for plaintiff below is good law. If a justice’
can be allowed to enter on his docket to-day a judgment of non-suit, and
weeks hence, change it to a judgment in bar, plaintiffs might suffer -great
wrongs. Their right to appeal is gone, and another suit upon the origi-
nal cause of action is barred.

D. L. HOUGH,
Attorney for Appellee:
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