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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION

REPORT OF HISTORY OF THE EARLY YEARS OF
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JUDGE HENRY: I want everybody teo give their
affiliation, 8o when we look back we will know what
interest they were representing.

MS. AYALLA-BERMEJO: Karina Ayalla-Bermejo,
immediate past president of the Hispanic Lawyers
Association of Illinois and representing Chicago
Bar Association.

MS. MYER: Katherine Myer. I am a Chicago Bar
Association intern.

THE COURT: And where do you go to school?

MS. MYER: I am actually out of school.

THE COURT: Where did you go to school?

M8. MYER: Yale.

JUDGE HENRY: What was your major?

MS. MYER: Minor.

JUDGE HENRY: What was your minor.

MS. MYER: History.

JUDGE HENRY : That's why you are here.

Judge Lopesz.

JUDGE LOPEZ: I am a friend of the.community
and the son of Honoratus Lopez, one of thé first
Latino lawyers in Illinois.

MS. MARTINEZ: I'm Virginia Martinez.

I have known Judge Cerda since I was about
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19. I was a college student employee of Honoratus
Lopez and got to meet the six, the six Hispanic
attorneys there were at that point through that
office so I have known Justice Cerda since then.

MS. CHRISTENSON: Theresa Christenson. I am at
a program at UIC found bought this project through
my advisor contacted by Miss Martinez and |
interested in this topic and I am working on it for
& seminar paper.

JUDGE HENRY: That's terrific.

Any other involvement you want us to addr
We are just amateurs ourselves.

There's four or five of us. We have a
professor from Loyola.

There is a law student at XKent who has
been wonderful and very helpful and four or five of
us have just been pushing this forward, so any
involvement that anybody wants in this, you are
welcome.

MS. MARTINEZ: I do work at the University of
Illinois and through Public Health program related.

I am an attorney, totally unrelated, but

we do have access to some resoﬁrces there and I

believe that several judgesg have donated their
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personal papers to the library there.

So there's an interest on behalf of the
University of it becoming a depository as well
ag any personal effects or papers that any
individual judges and attorneys would like to put
with them.

MS. AYALA-BERMEJC: Side note, Judge Henry, f
wanted to add that Viola Rouse will be coming as
the interview may be gtarted, but Viréinia Martinez
and Viola Rouse are both the firgt Latina licensed
Illinois attornevs.

We are working together on a project that
would memorialize all the contributions of Latina
attorneys and judges in Illinois, so that's also
very much interested and couldn't think of a better
person to start with than Justice Cerda.

JUDGE HENRY: I am very happy tc hear this
because I think it really gives vyoung people Qho
may not view the law as a career, not just talking
about the Latina community, but anybodf in the
community just wondering how does somebody get
from playing on the playground at the age of five
and maybe not coming from a background 1iké my own,

where there were not a lot of rescurces for



1 education, but my parents were immigrants to the

2 country, kept pushing me forward with education.
3 I had some people that I met along the way
4 that I took great pride in knowing and just knowing
5 that this was a possgibility to me, allowed me to do
6 it.
7 So anything that can be done to explain-
8 this history and promote it in the city for all the
9 kids here, I think it's terrifiec and the judges
10 that are on the bench today came up through that
11 same social process that we all have. So that's
12 exciting.
13 You feel like you are being cross
14 examined.
15 JUSTICE CERDA: What a background of all the
16 people here.
17 I think it's terrific; all of them.
18 JUDGE HENRY: You know I think when we did, we
19 started with Justice Reid. |
20 JUSTICE CERDA; Ellis Reid.
21 JUDGE HENRY: Ellis Reid. We were doing his
22 interview and John Steele who is the current
23 president of the Illinois Judges' Association was

24 here.
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JUSTICE CERDA: Oh, ves.

JUDGE HENRY: And Larry Rogers, Jr., who was,
he was at the time the incoming president, was
gcheduled to be here, couldn't be here at the first
interview becausge he was involved in a political
campalgn and some other private legalwork that he
wasg doing, but I think it's a credit to you that.
you have got such a high level group of interested
people to show up.

So I appreciate them being here and I
really appreciate you agreeing to do this because
it's -- I am fulfilling my own personal interest in
learning as much as I can about the history of alil
of us that have served as judges and to have other
people share that interest is terrific.

Judge, the other thing is that before any

-~ these transcripts will become public at some
time, you have the right --

JUSTICE CERDA: I won't reveal any crimes.

JUDGE HENRY: And at least none that the
gtatute of limitations hasn't run, but I want you
to know that before they be put into any public
fdrm, you have the right to read,ﬁhem, look over

them, after you have given your interview,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

is8

19

20

21

22

23

24

something that you feel would be inappropriate,
gsomething that you wouldn't want to --

JUSTICE CERDA: Or I could add something.

JUDGEE HENRY: Or you could add something.

JUSTICE CERDA: That's probably what would
happen.

JUDGE HENRY: I just want you to know that
that's your call.

This is meant to be a pleasant thing, not
meant in any other way.

Judge, could you tell me your date of
birth and where vyvou were born?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, I was born June 17, 1927,
on Robey Street, R-o-b-e-y, and Roosevelt, Robey,
the name was later changed to Damen Avenue.

So now it's known as Damen Avenue and the
building no longer exists.

JUDGE HENRY: I see, and tell me gomething
about your parents.

Were your mom and dad born in-Chicago?

JUSTICE CERDA: No, they were born in Mexico.

JUDGE HENRY: Okay. What was your dad's name?

JUSTICE CERDA: Jesusg Cerda.

JUDGE HENRY: Okay, and he was born -- do you
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know where in Mexico?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, he was born in, let me
spell it, A-n-g-a-m-a-¢-u-t-i-r-o, and it's the
state of Michoacan, M-i-c¢-h-oc-a-c-a-n.

JUDGE HENRY: Okay, and how about your mom?

JUSTICE CERDA: She was born in,
S~a-l-v-a-t-l-e-r-r-a, and that's in Guanajo,
G-u-a-n-a-j, I am getting lost here,
G-u-a-n-a-j-u-a-n-o.

JUDGE HENRY : Okay, what was your mom's name?

JUSTICE CERDA: Conception, Conception,
Aguilera, A-g-u-i-l-e-r-a.

JUDGE HENRY: Did your mom and dad meet in
Chicago or did they meet in --

JUSTICE CERDA: They met here in Chicago, but
it's interesting how they got to Chicago because it
was -- it's all due to the Mexican ravolution and
at that time-- the revolution started in 1910 and
at that time the, I think, it was some, the
revolution was going on and the -- as ﬁhey do in
many, many wars, they would, they came into that
town and they took the oldest boys, and let me
think.

I won't go into it. My father wae a
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laborer, a railroad laborer when he came to Chicago
and now he worked and with his brothers repairing
railroad tracks to get away from the war and they
would be living in these railroad cars and they
would make their food and then sleep in the
railroad cars and they would come around and then
they would cross the border back into Mexico, but
that started in 1915 when they started to cross the
border and the one year the railroad tracks ended
in Chicago and they got jobs here in Chicago, he
and his brothers.

The men, the men came. The women stayed
behind and I guess he arrived around 1922 in
Chicago, in 1922.

My mother came from under the same ~- due
to the war and her whole family came to, they camne
directly to Chicago, 1917.

This was 1917 and they came into the area,
I want to say around Taylor Street, Polk Street,
around there, not too far from Halsted in that
area.

MS. ROUSE: Pardon me. I am sorry I am late.
"JUSTICE CERDA: Viola Rouse.

MS. ROUSE: Yes.
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( Discussion off the record.)

JUSTICE CERDA: And I guess her -- my mother's
older brother got some jobs. I don't know.

He was really the support for the family
because my grandfather and his brother went to the
Detroit area.

This was during World War 1 where they
were, you know, mechanics in Mexico, and they went
to work making, producing war material during World
War 1 and -- but I don't know, my grandfather and
his brother returned to Mexico and my grandmother
did not.

She stayed here I guess there was gome
expectation there would be a reunion, but there
never wasg a reunion.

So the family stayed here and my
grandfather and his brother went back to Mexico.

At that time they were I guess, I don't
want to say what state they went back to first. I
know where they ended up? ultimately they ended up,
late, ultimately in Morelia, M-o-r-e-l-i-a -~
I think I also spelled that out, Michoacan, because
I saw the both of them in 1944.

That's where I saw them they were still

10



10

L1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

living at that time.

So I know the oldest brother, I know he
got -- Manuel, Manuel I guess he wasg working,
painting, all sorts of jobs, automobile painting
and all sort of jobs to support the family and I
know that my uncle Joe who right now is 9% vyears
old he gtarted working for in the newspapersg, you
know, pressman or carryling papers.

JUDGE HENRY : Ig that in Chicago?

JUSTICE CERDA: In Chicago, in the Chicago
area. That's where he started and I know that my
father had very littie education, I don't know
mayvbe two or three years of educaﬁion and my mother
I know she started grammar school here when she was
here.

When she arrived she was about 13 years of
age, but I know she just dropped out of grammar
school, so she dropped out.

JUDGE HENRY: Okay,_how did ydur mom and dad
meet in Chicago?

JUSTICE CERDA: At that time, I even have a
photecgraph of them when they were dating, you know.

They were 1in a group. They were not

sitting together. My uncle was there.

11
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He was the chaperone and it's that the
entire community then was a small community and
they really helped each other.

I know that when people would come from,
Juanopa, from El Jaral, J-a-r-a-1, they would come
and my grandmother would put them up. They would
sleep on the floor. That's what I was told.

I was too young to remember. They would
help them get oriented or find a job. They would
move out.

I don't know, they would stay a few davys,
a week or something like that, but they did help
them to -- and they really helped éach other a lot,
that community.

They, I know that I went to ﬁicnics. I
know we went on trucks, open-ended trucks, loaded
up, filled to capacity, out to the woods for
picnics because I seen some big pictures, pictures
of large groups of people, but T do remember I
think the trucks, and they got together.

I know that my father used to play the
guitar and I think there was a trio.

They were singingrin the first Mexican

patriotic celebrationg that they had there in

12
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Chicago.
At that time at the beginning there were T
know parades, just a sort of a celebration.

JUDGE HENRY: When you say there wasgs a small
community at the time, when your mom and dad met?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, that's how they go to
meet.

JUDGE HENRY: Through the social network?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yeg.

JUDGE HENRY: When you say there was a small
community at the time could yvou estimate the number
and would they have been located in one particular
area of the city?

JUSTICE CERDA: I always thought that the west
side where I was from was the oldest community, but
it wasn't. |

The oldest community was in South
Chicago. That's the one. That's the oldest
Chicago.

MS. AYALA-BERMEJO: That's where I am from, is
the oldest patriotic c¢lub first to have Mexican
parades in the city, over 150 vyears old.

MS. ROUSE: Really.

JUDGE HENRY: You are talking - -

13
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MS. AYALA-BERMEJO: The parade there, talking
60 years of parades.

JUDGE HENRY: Just as an aside, when I, I used
to work as a janitor at Little Company of Mary
Hospital in Evergreen Park and there were a lot of
Hispanics from the southeast side who were working
at Little Company of Mary, had been working there
since the hosgpital wasg founded because there were
two elders in the community, not by way of age, but
by way of respect and contact and there wasgs a free
flow of jobs available and I worked there a couple
of summers and met a lot of wonderful people who
came up and they were all fron the.southeast gide
which is why I remewmber that which was not that far
from Little Company at the time.

Now I know at this age when you were young
and there were kids coming up or people coming from
Mexico were you aware as a young child that there
was any difficulty in obtaining eﬁployment?

Do you have a recollection of the city
when you were young that it was a vibrant place,
that there was jobs discrimination?

'JUSTICE CERDA: Oh, thére-was a lot of

discrimination.

14
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JUDGE HENRY: Sc what type of industrieg or who
was employing the immigrants?

JUSTICE CERDA: I know the meat packers were
employing people.

My father got a job I think around 1926,
1925 with the Crane Plumbing Company.

So they would go into -- they didn't
require much skills, vyou know, as a laborer for the
vast, the vast majority.

I know they went into the steel wmills.
They went into the railroads and they went into the
meat packing places.

Those were the three prinéipal places of
employment at that time.

JUDGE HENRY: Did they feel that ﬁhese jobs - -
were they well compensated for their work? Did this
provide a ~--

JUSTICE CERDA: They didn't complain so much
about the, you know, thg little money that they
were making.

I didn't hear them complain too much about
that. The fact that they were working and most of
them were working, most of them were working most

of them had jobs, somehow they found jobs.

15
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JUDGE HENRY: Did money get sent back to Mexico
to help the family that was left behind?

JUSTICE CERDA: I know my father always sent
money. My father also sent money.

JUDGE HENRY: And how would they transwmit that
money to Mexico?

JUSTICE CERDA: I don't know, probably Western
Union is the only thing I can think of Western
Union or the post office.

JUDGE HENRY: How many children were in your
family, Judge?

JUSTICE CERDA: Well, first of all I want to
tell vou on my father's side, his father, my
grandfather had 25 children, three wives. He
outlived his wives.

They died and he kept on living and kept
on having children, so there was --

JUDGE HENEY: Did he know what was causing
this.

JUSTICE CERDA: The water, it's the water.

JUDGE HENRY: Water.

JUSTICE CERDA: And on my mother's gside there
wag a smaller family about eight, only eight or

something like that. It was a smaller family.

16



1 JUDGE HENRY: By the time they get the

2 Christmas cards written, they have to start all

3 over again.

4 JUSTICE CERDA: Now I think of it my father

5 probably met my mothexr, he could play the guitar.
6 He could sing. He was popular in the

7 community. They would have house parties.

8 I remember there was nothing but house

9 parties, a lot of house parties where they would
10 come in and they would sing and they would sing
11 songs of the Mexican revolution.

12 That I remember.
13 JUDGE HENRY: Do vou remember,.I know when you
14 were born vou said you were living on Robey Street?
15 JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

16 JUDGE HENRY : When you were a little bit older,
17 I have just got to get some idea, do you wemember
18 your first address in Chicago and where this house
19 was located at and whereAthese parties were.

20 Do you have any recollection of that?

21 JUSTICE CERDA: No, no, I don't.

22 JUDGE HENRY: Okay, what would be the first

23 house that you remember and where would it have

24 been located?

17
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JUSTICE CERDA: It was on Kedzie Avenue,
between Ogden Avenue and 19th Street, yes, on the
wegt side of the street, I remember.

JUDGE HENRY: And how old would you have been
then?

JUSTICE CERDA: In grammar school, I was in
grammar school, probably first grade, probably
Eirst grade.

JUDGE HENRY: And where did you to go Grammar
gchool.

JUSTICE CERDA: I started grammar school in the
Polk Street-Halsted area.

I don't know whether it wés the Jefferson
School or not. I know I started kindergarten
there.

JUDGE HENRY: And that was a public school?

JUSTICE CERDA: It was a public school, ves.

JUDGE HENRY: Okavy.

JUSTICE CERDA: And then I know that I went to
kindergarten at the Polk Street on 19th and Albany,
I know I went to kindergarten there.

JUDGE HENRY: So you moved some time maybe
during the school year?

JUSTICE CERDA: Moved some time during the

15
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gschool vyear.

JUDGE HENRY: How many children were in your
Family?

JUSTICE CERDA: Only two, from 25 down to two.
My brother and I, that's all.

JUDGE HENRY: What's your brother's name?

JUSTICE CERDA: Ruben.

JUDGE HENRY: Ig he married?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, he 1g married.

JUDGE HENRY: 2And how many children does he
have.

JUSTICE CERDA: One. One child.

JUDGE HENRY: All right, and ﬁow about you,
Judge? |

JUSTICE CERDA: We have three, thfee children.

JUDGE HENRY: What's your wife's name?

JUSTICE CERDA: Maria; she is from Puerto Rico.

JUDGE HENRY: And your children's names and
their ages now?

JUSTICE CERDA: Ckay, David Albert is a 1961
child and Martha is 1962 and Arthur is 1965.

JUDGE HENRY: Okay, and what do they do? Are
they living in Chicago now?

JUSTICE CERDA: All three are living in

19
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Chicago.

JUDGE HENRY: Let's start with David. What does
David dov?

JUSTICE CERDA: He 1s a lawyerxr.

JUDGE HENRY: Okay, are vyou proud of him for
that?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, I am proud that he is a
lawyer, yes, I am proud of that.

JUDGE HENRY : How about your daughter, Martha?

JUSTICE CERDA: Martha has a law degree from
Loyola, but she doesn't practice law.

She works for Chicago Works Board.

JUDGE HENRY: What is Chicago ﬁorks Board?

JUSTICE CERDA: They try to improve services
for City of Chicago residents.

JUDGE HENRY: Is that a city agency or private?

JUSTICE CERDA: It's privately funded, but it's
run -- she get a paycheck from the City of Chicago,
so 1if they don't raise the funds from private
sources then she is out of a job.

JUDGE HENRY: How about Arthur?

JUSTICE CERDA: Arthurrhas always been in
insuirance. He works for an insurance company,

Mesirow.

20
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M-e-g-i-r-o-w, it's a financial services,
but they have a 175-person division and an
ingurance and he is in insurance.

THE COURT: So his office is 320 North Clark?

JUSTICE CERDA: That'sg it. That's it.

JUDGE HENRY: That building used to be called
the Thompson building.

It was a restaurant in Chicago.

JUSTICE CERDA: I remember the Thompson
restaurant.

JUDGE HENRY : That was thelr building. Name 1is
on the top.

The only reason I know it, my insurance
company 1s Mesirow. I don't know every building in
Chicago.

I know where I gend my insurance check,
but my point is I am helping support your son right
now.

JUSTICE CERDA: Every little bit counts.
TEE COURT: Absclutely.

So let's see, so when you started in first
grade and you moved to 18th or 19th and Albany,
where did you do to gchool then after you finished

the kindergarten vyears.

21



1 JUSTICE CERDA: I stayed at Polk. I said at

2 Polk to finish my grammar school.

3 JUDGE HENRY: So that was eight yearg?

4 JUSTICE CERDA: That was eight years.

5 - THE COURT: Ckay.

8 JUSTICE CERDA: When we moved from the Polk

7 Street area, I know there was trouble against the
8 Mexicans at that time.

9 There was Mexicans and they wanted to get
10 rid of the Mexicans.

11 JUDGE HENRY: When you say, they, the majority
12 population?

13 JUSTICE CERDA: The majority pépulation SO we
14 moved. I know my father had a gun. I know that sgo
15 we maoved.
16 JUDGE HENRY: The area you moved into, how was
17 that different from the area you moved from?

18 JUDGE CERDA: This was more diverse, the area
19 that we moved to, the area was more diversge.

20 There were a couple of blacks. There was
21 Poligh, German, Jewish, I dare say Ixrish.

22 It was eastern European, Greek. It was a
23 more diverse area, more open-minded.

24 JUDGE HENRY: And 18th and Albany would have

22



1 been close to Ogden Avenue?

2 JUDGE CERDA: That's where I really grew up,
3 Ogden Avenue.
4 JUDGE HENRY: Do you remember the streetcars
5 running up and down Ogden Avenue?
6 JUDGE CERDA: Yeg, I remember the
7 streetcars.
8 JUDGE HENRY: You know Congressman Lipinski
9 wants to bring the streetcars back to Cgden Avenue
10 because hig father usged drive streetcars on that
11 route.
12 Do you think that's a gocod idea?
13 JUDGE CERDA: In a dream world.it's okay.
i4 If they go above the ground that's okay.
i5 If they flvy.
16 JUDGE HENRY: So tell me something about the
17 friendships yvou made ocr the recollections you have
18 of yvour years in grammar school, Polk school,
19 Since you were a new student were you
20 welcomed into the school? Were the teachers
21 receptive to you?
22 JUDGE CERDA: The teachers were receptive to
23 . me.
24 I didn't feel, vyou khow, I felt, always

23
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felt different all my life, but I didn't feel
anything gpecial. I think I felt good, comfortable
in the school.

JUDGE HENRY: Were vou one of the few
Mexican~-American students at that school?

JUDGE CERDA: Yes, that's right.

We were few, my cousinsg, just my family

was there really, my cousinsg and my brother.

JUDGE HENRY: Is your brother older than you or
yvoungeyr than you?

JUDGE CERDA: Younger.

JUDGE HENRY: How much vyounger?

JUDGE CERDA: Four vears. |

JUDGE HENRY: Four years, so you were a big guy
by the time he started school. |

Did he look up to you and follow you

around and did you tell him how to fit in at school
or not? Was he on his cwn?

JUDGE CERDA: He was on his own. He wasgs on hisg
own,

JUDGE HENRY: So those years growing up were
vou involved in any sports activities that utilized
the Chicago Park Disgtrict?

Were you welcome to travel freely ag a

24
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young boy in the city?

JUSTICE CERDA: We used to go to Douglas Park,
yves, around Ogden Avenue because the park was right
acrose the street from the Polk school.

So, you know, everybody took advantage of
it.

JUDGE HENRY: Is Polk school =still there?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, it is still there.

JUDGE HENRY: Have you ever been invited back
to address the students?

JUSTICE CERDA: No.

JUDGE HENRY: Would you like to?

JUSTICE CERDA: I would, I would go back.

JUDGE HENRY: There may be a follow-up.

JUSTICE CERDA: I would go back to the Polk
school.

_JUDGE HENRY: Your kindergarten teacher might
still be there, vou know.

My wife hag an aunt who is a nun and she
taught second grade for 52 years and she gald to me
one day, she said, "Hank, I don't miss it a bit.
After 52 years it was getting a little stale.™

She was a Franciscan nun, but anyway, did

you have freedom of movement as a young child in

23



1 Chicago like if your parents, say, you go out to

2 play after school or in the summertime, could you
3 go to the park by yourself?

4 JUSTICE CERDA: No, no, they wanted me right

5 there. It was very hard, you know, to get away

6 from them.

7 I guess they wanted me right where, you'
8 know, they could see me.

9 JUDGE HENRY: This was all through grammar
10 gchool?
11 JUSTICE CERDA: No, not all through grammar
12 school. This was at the beginningf the first.
13 Later on when I got in the upper grades, I
14 had a little bit more freedom in the upper.gfades.
15 JUDGE HENRY : Were you responsible for looking
16 out for your brother to make sure he got to and

17 from schoel?

18 JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, yes.

19 JUDGE HENRY: Ail right.

20 JUSTICE CERDA: Like brothers. We used to

21 fight as brothers, you know.

22 JUDGE HENRY: How is your relationship today?
23 | JUSTICE CERDA: Wonderful.

24 JUDGE HENRY: Great. So you goit all that out
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of the way?

JUSTICE CERDA: Oh, sure, sure, Normal.

JUDGE HENRY: Were your parents involved in any
church groups or anything?

JUSTICE CERDA: No, no c¢hurch groups.

JUDGE HENRY: So when you were a young boy
coming up through grammar school, did you have any
love for any particular subjects in school?

Did you feel like, wow, I really like
art. I really like math, social studies.

What was your -- I am sorry, 1f I could
back up one step.

Spanish was the language spoken in your
home?

JUSTICE CERDA: Right.

JUDGE HENRY: When vyou got to school were you
able to speak English?

JUSTICE CERDA: No.

JUDGE HENRY: No, so when you first arrived in
kindergarten, there would have been vefy few other
students in the room that would have been speaking
Spanish, but did some of those other students speak
other languages.

How did that work because at that time
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there was a great influx of immigrants into the
city?

How many languages do you think were
spoken in yvour grammar school?

JUSTICE CERDA: I don't know.

I think that my kindergarten, they had
more newcomers, more recently arrived people at
that area, you know, in the Polk Street area,
Halsted Street area, so there were more recent
arrivals so there was more foreign languages spoken
there then because, you know, you go back at, you
know, that's so, but then at the Polk Grammar
School the people were here longer; they were here
longer so they spoke English very well.

JUDGE HENRY: I see, 580 then vyou would have
been, really would have been on the outside as far
as language is concerned as a young boy?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

JUDGE HENRY: How long did it take vyvou to learn
tc gpeak English then?

JUSTICE CERDA: The zame thing happened to me
that happened to my own children.

I just boom, just like that, we picked up

English.
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I know my kids used to fight with the
other kids and the pediatrician said you better
speak to them in English so that they learn
Engligh.

So and I saw it with my own evesg, boomnm.
Just like that just turned it on and then they
picked up English almost instantly.

That's what happened to me. I never had
any trouble.

JUDGE HENRY: Did you learn it just school?

JUSTICE CERDA: In school.

JUDGE HENRY : Or with the radio?

JUSTICE CERDA: In school.

JUDGE HENRY: Were the teachers able to sgpeak
to yvou in Spanish until you got --

JUSTICE CERDA: No, no, no, there was no
Spanish teacher, no, no.

JUDGE HENRY: None at all. I see, so you
picked up the language within a few months?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

JUDGE HENRY: You were able to converse with
everybody in your room?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

JUDGE HENRY : Now as you progressed through
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1 grammar school, what subjects did you find

2 particularly appealing to you or wexre you --

3 JUSTICE CERDA: Geography.

4 JUDGE HENRY: Geography.

5 JUSTICE CERDA: I liked geography. I remember
6 that.

7 JUDGE HENRY: Why do you think you had that

8 interest.

9 JUSTICE CERDA: I don't know because then I

10 started stamp collecting, you know, because of

11 geography, and I guess it went together.

12 JUDGE HENRY: Just American stamps or world
i3 stamps?

14 JUSTICE CERDA: World stamps.

i5 JUDGE HENRY: Were your parent able to help you
16 collect those stamps?

17 How did you do that as a young boy?

i8 JUSTICE CERDA: I used to buy them or any

19 gstamps that's we got on.letters, you know, from

20 Mexico I put them in the book.

21 JUDGE HENRY: Was that a big deal when a letter
22 came from Mexico?

% 23 JUSTICE CERDA: Yesg, that was a big deal.
24 JUDGE HENRY: So you got to save the stamps and
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mom and dad were very happy to receive a letter?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, win, win, win.

JUDGE HENRY: Did you I ever save that stamp
collection. |

JUSTICE CERDA: I lost it. I don't know,
somehow in the moving it just got lost.

JUDGE HENRY: So that was, your favorite
gsubject in grammar school?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

JUDGE HENRY: The friends that you made during
those years in grammar school, did any of them
become lifelong friends that you stayed acquainted
with over the vyears?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

JUDGE HENRY: And who are they?

JUSTICE CERDA: Judge Sheldon Gardner.

JUDGE HENRY: Sheldon Gardner.

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, he and I went to Polk
Grammar School together and hisg father and his
family had a grocery stofe here in the middle of
the block between 19th Street and Ogden Avenue, so,
you know, everybody would go there.

JUDGE HENRY: Sheldon Gardner was also

interviewed for this history projedt.

31



1 I am going to get you his transcript and

2 talked to Sheldon thisg morning.

3 He is always try to do some good. He

4 wants me to take an extern for the summer. "Come
5 on, you have got to do it." He 1g guite a

6 character. He 1g a good friend of mine, tooc.

7 Anybody else from the school that vyou

8 remained friends with over the vyears?

9 JUSTICE CERDA: I logt him. I know there wasg
10 William Ross and Ruby Collinsg.
11 They were very good friends of mine, but
12 oh, yes, yes, yes, Veronica Bonnett.
13 That's not her last name ﬁow. It's
14 Faprocki. She used tec =sit in front of me.

15 Her son 18 now Bishop Paprocki and the
16 Chicago Legal Clinic has dinners, every May I

17 think, and that's when I see her, every May.

18 So we have remained friends.
19 JUDGE HENRY : Isn't her son also a lawyer?
20 JUSTICE CERDA: Yes, they both of them, he and
21 the other guy.

22 MS. AYALA-BERMEJO: Ed Grossman.

23 | JUSTICE CERDA: Ed Grossman established the
24 Chicago Legal Ciinic, both of them. So that's
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Veronica. She used to is it in front of me because
she was B.

JUDGE HENRY: How many people have met in life
because of the alphabet?

Aiphabetical; according to height. What
were gome of yvour other hobbies in grammar school
agside from stamp collecting? |

JUSTICE CERDA: I can't remember any other
hobbies.

JUDGE HENRY: Did your parents listen to the
radio?

JUSTICE CERDA: Yes.

JUDGE HENRY: Was there a Mexican or
Spanish-language radio station back then that they
would be able to accumulate information about the
community.

JUSTICE CERDA: Not about the community, no,
but there was one, a l5-minute program on a small
little station and it used to be filled up
practically all advertisement, I remember that, all
advertisement, hardly any other information, maybe
a little bit of information, but it was mostly
advertisement. |

JUDGE HENRY: And for what type of products?
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JUSTICE CERDA: Oh, food products mostly.

JUDGE HENRY: Would it be advertising a certain
store to go to or Jjust the product themselves?

JUSTICE CERDA: Oh, stores, different stores.

JUDGE HENRY: And where were thoge gtores
located?

JUSTICE CERDA: On the west side,

JUDGE HENRY: And so those were Spanish or
Mexican grocery stores?

JUSTICE CERDA: Or not necesgsarily owned by
Latinos, but where Latinos would shop.

JUDGE HENRY : I got you;

Were there any profegsional

advertisements in there for --

JUSTICE CERDA: No.

JUDGE HENRY: -~ accountants or 