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ELIZABETH JENNINGS, et, als.

—_———r—————

}Appeal Jrom Rock Islund County.

The defendants in the above cause having previously appeared, Complainant filed
her Amended Bill of Complaint in the Circuit Court of Rock Island County, in
August 1860, J. H. Howe, presiding. Defendants appeared and filed a demurrer
to the Amended Bill, which was sustained and the Amended Bill dismissed at
the January Term, 1861. Complainant excepted to the ruling of the court in
sustaining the demurrer and dismissing the bill and prayed an appeal to this court
and caused the same to be duly perfected. '

Complainants’ Amended Bill sets forth that she is the widow of John J ennings
who died May 8d, 1857, in said Rock Island County ; that said John J. ennings was
a son and heir-at-law of David Jennings who died January 29, 1856, in said
county ; that said David Jennings at the time of his death, was the owner in Jee
simple, of real estate in said county, to-wit: One hundred acres on the east end of
the south west quarter of section (31) T. 18 N. R, (2) east of the 4th P. M., in said
county, and of other property both real and personal ; that Elizabeth J ennings,
is the widow of said David Jennings ; that said David Jennings died testate, leay-
ing a Will, made part of Bill of Complainant; that said Will was filed, proved and
recorded in the Probate Court of said county, Feb. Tth 1856 ; that by said will
the said David Jennings devised unto the said John Jennings, the above described
real estate, upon the condition that the said John Jennings—together with one
Thomas Jennings, who is also a son and heir-at-law of the said David J. ennings,
and to whom was devised other real estate in said Will mentioned—should sup-
port and take good care of their mother, the said Elizabeth Jennings, during her
life time ; that upon the death of the said David Jennings, the sald John Jen-
nings by virtue of the said will entered upon and took posession of the above
described real estate and continued in the peaceable possession thereof till his death
aforesaid, and made permanent and valuable improvements thereon by and with
the consent of the said Elizabeth Jennings, and from the time of the death of the
said David Jennings, took good care of the said Elizabeth Jennings, and treated
her with great kindness anf affection and furnished her with all the food and rai-
ment that she desired until the time of his death ; that there was no issue of the
marriage of Complainant with the said John Jennings; that by the laws of the
State of Illinois, upon the death of the said John Jeanings, at least an undivided
one-half descended to Complainant ; that at the time of the death of the said John
Jennings, Complainant was on a visit to her relatives and friends in the State
of Pennsylvania, but upon hearing of the death of her said husband, immediately
returned to said Rock Island county, and arrived at her home, the residence of the
said Jobn Jennings, within about two weeeks after his death; that Complainant
immediately upon her return home, in a kind and respectful manner, offered to
take good care of the said Elizabeth Jennings during her life time, in the same
manner and style that her husband had previously done, and that she was ready,
able and willing so to do. Thatsaid John Jennings died intestate and that E. H.
Johnson was duly appointed Administrator of his estate, June 10, 1857 ; that said
E. H. Johnson as Administrator aforesaid, and for and on behalf of Complainant
immmediately upon his appointment, aforesaid, offered in a respectful manner, to
take good care of the said Elizabeth Jennings, during her life time, in the manner
required by the Will; that always since the death of her husband, Complainant
has been ready, able and willing to take care of the said Elizabeth Jennings and
hereby now offers to take care of her in the manner required by the Will.

That the said David Jennings by his Will gave the said Elizabeth Jeunings
power to sell the said real estate only upon the express condition that * the said
John Jennings and Thomas Jennings should fail to give her a good support.”’—
That the said Elizabeth Jennings well knowing that said John Jennings did after
the death of the said David Jennings, and until the death of the said John Jen-
nings, support and take good care of her, and well knowing that after the death of
said John Jennings, Complainant as the widow of the said John Jennings, was able
and desired and offered to continue to support her, did soon after the death of said
John Jennings, unlawfully and forcibly expel Complainant from the said premises
and every part thereof, and ever since has kept Complainant out of the possession



of said premises and every part thereof. And that upon the 81st day of August,

/ (/ 1857 by Warantee Deeds, did unlawfully and fraudulently convey the said one

hundred acres to David B. Jennings, Thomas Jennings and Andrew Jennings, to

one of them forty acres, to the others thirty acres each. That said David Jennings,

Thomas Jennings and Andrew Jennings did then each and all of them well and
fully know that said conveyances were wrongful, unlawful and fraudulent.

The Bill prays that all the above parties be summoned as defendants and re-

, 7 quired to answer the Bill, and that upon a final hearing thereof, the Court would

/2 order, adjudge and decree, the said above mentioned conveyances to be cancelled

and held for nought ; that Complainant by proper decree may be placed in posses-

sion of said premises upon the same terms that her husband possessed them, and

that Complainant may be allowed to take care of and support the said Elizabeth

Jennings, and thut she may Le allowed all the rights and privileges enjoyed by her

husband in his life time under said will, and for general relief.

—_———————
N /. YEY
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